
 

 

September 

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating,  

going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for 

you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it with-

out even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize 

what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to 

its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 

(Romans 12:1-2 in The Message translation) 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

As we enter a New Year, let us do so with great expectations – not so much for great big things, but even and 

especially for the little things we keep putting off and hoping will get better on their own.  I’m not a big fan of 

making resolutions each January, but I am realizing more and more that NOT resolving to bring practical areas 

of my life before God is a definite recipe for stagnation and frustration.  So here are a few areas of my 

“everyday, ordinary life” I’m resolving to “place before God as an offering.” 
 

1. Making Silence and Solitude a growing priority – with a specific commitment to practice Sabbath more 

intentionally. 
 

2. Staying more connected to family in California, and our son and daughter-in-law in the Midwest, and 

Shelly’s parents in Denver. 
 

3. Paying more attention to the mix of my spiritual and emotional life, with the possibility of finding a   

Spiritual Director for the next season before me. 
 

4. Being even more intentional to bless and be with the growing family Shelly and I have here in Grand 

Junction. 
 

5. Keep rekindling a love for biking and fishing as a means of delighting with God. 
 

6. To accomplish three home-related projects this summer during my sabbatical – without losing my cool or 

giving in to my insecurities.  
 

Too often the “everyday” loses ground to the “spectacular.”  Too often we miss God’s transforming work in all 

the little areas of our lives because of the “big thing” out there somewhere.  When God was born “in the flesh” 

He got near to us – all of us.  Let’s give Him all of ourselves in the year ahead – even what some might consider 

insignificant. 

 

Happy New Year!   

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

The 2023 Mission Fair is coming up on February 5.  
This is the 18h year for the fair.  The fair will be in the 
Multi-purpose Room.  Coffee and refreshments will 
also be available in the Multi-purpose Room.  We have 
several new organizations joining us this year as well 
as many of the organizations you have seen in past 
years.  Some are mission organizations that we support 
with Mission and Outreach funding and others are     
local organizations that, although we don’t financially 
support them, we have many church members          
who volunteer with these groups.  A list of the          
organizations will be available on Sunday morning, 
February 5.  The fair will run from 8:30—11:30 am.   
Coffee hour will extend until 11:30 am.   If you are 
interested in helping the Mission Team with the fair, 
we would appreciate your help.  Helping involves  
welcoming the different organizations on that Sunday 
morning, visiting with their representatives before and 
after each service, and helping with coffee hour (we 
provide a large assortment of food on that Sunday 
morning).  Contact Debe Colby for further information 
(970-242-1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org).  

Save the date for our 16th annual ShareFest weekend 
on Saturday and Sunday, April 29 & 30, 2023.  
ShareFest weekend is an opportunity for our         
congregation to go out in our community as the body 
of Christ and show God’s love in tangible ways.  
This is our chance to work side by side with the other 
churches in the Grand Valley.  More details will be 
coming in the next newsletters. 

First Pres, in conjunction with the Alzheimer’s        
Association, will be holding a one-hour class called 
Understanding and Responding to Dementia-Related 
Behavior on Wednesday, January 11, 2023 from      
1 pm to 2 pm in Fellowship Hall. After the holidays, 
many people discover that loved ones they haven’t see 
in a while are struggling with some form of dementia.  
They notice behavioral changes in their loved ones.  
Behavior is a powerful form of communication and is 
one of the primary ways people living with dementia 
communicate their needs and feelings as the ability to 
use language is lost.  However, some behaviors can 
present real challenges for caregivers to manage.  This 
class will help us learn to decode behavioral messag-
es, identify common triggers, and learn strategies to 
help manage some of the most common behavioral 
challenges of Alzheimer’s disease.  A sign-up will be 
available January 1 at the Information Desk.  This is a 
free class, but, in order to have enough handouts, we 
ask that you sign up at the Information Desk. 

First Pres will be holding a 2-hour workshop focused on 
how we talk about suicide.  The workshop will be     
Sunday, January 22, 2023 starting a 12:30 pm in Fel-
lowship Hall.  The workshop is called Soul Shop.  Soul 
Shop™ for Communities (Community Awareness Skills 
Training) is a community-oriented program exploring 
how we think and talk about suicide.  This training in-
cludes an introduction to the CALL model for keeping a 
person with thoughts of suicide safe.  CALL stands for:  
C Call of God to take care of ourselves (promising to 
share with our trusted circle when we are not doing well 
with our own mental health); A Ask the question; L   
Listen; L Lead to other resources.  A sign-up sheet will 
be available at the Information Desk on January 1, 2023.  
This workshop is limited to 50 people.  If you have        
questions, contact Debe Colby (970-242-1923 or          
outreach@firstpresgj.org).  

The Mesa County Jail Ministry Banquet will be     
Saturday, February 18, 2023 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 
pm at First Pres.  This is a dinner and fundraiser for 
the ministry.  In addition to dinner, the banquet will 
include testimonies from Inmates and volunteers,    
special music, and ministry updates for the glory of 
God!  Tickets to the banquet are $30.  If you would 
like to join us at the event, contact Debe Colby (970-
242-1923 or outreach@firstpresgj.org) or sign up at 
the Information Desk.  You can also go to the jail 
ministry website to get tickets.  The website is 
mesacountyjailministry.org.    

Parents Night Out is Friday, February 3  from 6-
8:30 pm! Enjoy an evening out while we feed and 
play with your kids! Ages 4 yrs - 4th grade. Sign up 
with Janet Young (janetyoung@firstpresgj.org) or 
Tasha Haley (tashahaley@firstpresgj.org). 
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Join us for our upcoming SAM luncheons. Each 
luncheon occurs on the second Monday of the month 
in Fellowship Hall from 11:30 am – 1 pm.  Lunch-
eons include a meal shared together, typically the 
main dish is provided, from 11:30 to noon with a     
program from noon to 1 pm. Programs vary from 
presentations from local non-profits, to music, dance 
and more.  Upcoming dates to mark on your calendar 
are January 9, February 13, March 13, April 10, and 
May 8.  

Join us for the next SAM luncheon on Monday, Jan-
uary 9 in the Fellowship Hall. A variety of soups will 
be offered followed by a wonderful program. Please 
sign up at the Information Desk and bring a dish to 
share.  

Contact Charity Finnigsmier (970-242-1923 or 
sam@firstpresgj.org) with questions or if you need a 
ride. 

WINTER CAMP!!!  All 7th through 12th graders are 
invited to join us for Winter Camp 2023.  We will be 
returning to Twin Peaks Bible Camp near 
Collbran.  We will leave the church after school on 
Friday, February 24 and return the afternoon of    
Sunday, February 26.  Thanks to the fundraising our 
students have done, the cost per student is just $75 
for the weekend which covers everything!  Full 
scholarships are available.  Please email Sarah at 
(sarahqueen@firstpresgj.org) to add your student to 
the list. 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the     
Salvation Army Giving Tree and the Nursing Home 
Giving Tree for 2022.  It was another unusual year 
for this event, but thanks to everyone who stepped 
up and took a “tag” it was a successful event.  All 
100 Salvation Army tags were adopted.   The Nurs-
ing Homes were also blessed.  We had 82 nursing 
home gifts adopted for Mesa Manor, Mantey 
Heights, Larchwood, and Peachtree Assisted Living.  
Again, thank you to everyone. 

Bach to the Bible Sunday School Class resumes    
Sunday January 8. This semester, we will be           
exploring music from the early classical period 
through the 20th century to the present. Join us in      
the Sanctuary each week at 9:45 to 10:40 am. Email 
(john.howard@firstpresgj.org) with any questions.  

Wednesday Night Live will resume Wednesday, 
February 8 and continue through March 15. This is 

for ages Kindergarten though 4th grade. We will be 
discussing Finding Jesus under the Sea and talking 
about different underwater animals.  We meet in   

Fellowship Hall from 6:30-8:00pm. If you have 
questions, please contact Tasha Haley 
(tashahaley@firstpresgj.org). 

Kids bring your parents to Family Sunday School on 
January 8 and 15  during the 11 am service in the 

MPR! We will be discussing bullies in the Bible! 
Be ready to learn and have some fun! Questions, 

contact Janet Young or Tasha Haley. 

Wednesday morning Women’s Bible Study will be 
starting up Wednesday, January 11! Please join our 

group for fellowship and studying James Mercy   
Triumphs by Beth Moore! We meet from 9-11 am on 
Wednesday mornings in the Youth Room. Please let 

me know if you are interested and if you need child-
care, Tasha Haley (tashahaley@firstpresgj.org). 

Youth Group and Fireproof will be resuming on 
January 11 from 6:30-8 pm! Fireproof for 5th and 

6th graders and Youth Group is 7th-12th grade. Please 
contact Sarah Queen (sarahqueen@firstpresgj.org) 
or Janet Young (janetyoung@firstpresgj.org) for 

more information! 
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Women of FPC! Pray and Play will be playing in the 
snow on Saturday, January 21. Meet at church at 

8:30 am and we will be returning around 2 pm. We 
will be snowshoeing on the Grand Mesa and will  
carpool from the church. Please bring a sack lunch 

and gear for snowshoeing! Contact Adi Tilford for 
more information (970-314-1523). 

Please plan on joining us at our Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 25 at 7 pm.  In addition to    
regular annual meeting occurrences (Nominating 
Team for 2023, presentation of 2023 Budget for   
Mission and Ministry, Celebrating the Saints), Pastor 
Tom will give important updates on: 

1. “Branching Out To Serve Others” Initiative 

2. Journey Toward a Second Pastor 

3. Tom’s 2023 Summer Sabbatical 

We hope you can join us for this 45-60 minute     
Congregational Meeting. 


