GOD'S GAME PLAN
Want to start an argument? Ask a football fan, “Who was the greatest football coach of all time?” In the college ranks,
several names stand out. Bobby Bowden of Florida State and Paul Bear Bryant rank in the top tier with 377 and 323 wins
respectively. But are the only “good” coaches found in NCAA Division 1? What about Pop Warner (318 wins), Amos
Alonzo Stagg (329 wins), Eddie Robinson (408 wins), and John Gagliardi (489 wins)? And are total wins the only criteria
for judging greatness? What an athlete does with his life after his playing days are over is his greatest tribute to the man
who molded him.
The word “coach” came from horse-drawn carriages used to transport people to their destinations. A person who assists others in reaching goals is a coach. For example, teachers and tutors are academic coaches who help students
through their examinations toward graduation. Corporate and life coaches help clients achieve success by reaching personal and professional objectives. Sports coaches lead players through demanding seasons and stages of growth.
God has assembled an outstanding coaching staff to bring out the best in His followers. The elders in a local church
are His assistant coaches (1 Peter 5.1-4). Teachers and preachers are fitness specialists who supply spiritual nutrition and
strength exercises (2 Timothy 4.2). Parents are superb trainers (Proverbs 22.6; Ephesians 6.4). Loving brethren are his
medical staff to heal spiritual injuries (Galatians 6.1-2).
God calls His team into being through the preaching of the gospel. Evangelists are His recruiters, and church buildings
are His spiritual training facilities. When you walk out of the auditorium, you are stepping onto the playing field of life. That
does not discount what takes place in worship, but assembly times prepare saints for what follows. Those who feel they
have fulfilled their religious obligations by attending a service are like football players who practice hard but never show up
for the game.
In sports and faith, picking your team is a big decision. God and Satan are heavily recruiting you, but the final choice is
yours. A wise person asks two things before making a commitment: “Which coach truly cares for me, and which one can I
trust to help me?”
There is only one perfect coach, and it is pure joy to play on His team. His win/loss record is unsurpassed, and when
the last trumpet sounds, there is no doubt who will come out on top. In the end, those who side with Him will enjoy the
greatest victory in history.
God wants to help you live decisively, abundantly, and eternally and His Word is the ultimate playbook for positive living. Make Him your coach and start living victoriously today!
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. ⎯1 Corinthians 15.57
Aubrey Johnson
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COLOSSIANS 2:1-2, 5
1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you
and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me
face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery,
which is Christ…5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the
firmness of your faith in Christ.
All kinds of people that are all different ages deal with
doubts and insecurities. Unfortunately, we don’t often talk
about them, or when we do, we don’t give real, practical solutions to deal with them. Instead, we say things like: “You
need to trust God more” or “You need to believe more.”
Those answers, as you know, are pretty bogus. And,
when our friends come to us with doubts or insecurities about
their faith, we often don’t know what to do or what to say. I
think that Paul would encourage us to deal with the doubts
and insecurities that face our lives, and I see that through his
words in Colossians 2.
Paul would encourage us to surround ourselves
with believers.
If you notice in verse 2 Paul says a few important things.
His hope for the church is that they would “reach all the riches of full assurance and understanding about Christ.” When
Paul talks about “full assurance,” what is he talking about?
We find the answer in verse 5 — firm faith in Christ. Paul’s
hope and prayer for this church is that their faith would be
firm, and I think that would be his prayer for us as well. But
how does that happen? First, Paul says in verse 2, in order to
have full assurance, we have to be “knit together in love” as
believers. Here’s what Paul wants believers to do — spend
time with other believers! Be connected to them! Live life with
them! Be open with them! Have deep, intimate relationships
with them! It’s important that we take this idea of being “knit
together” seriously because that’s a strong, important, and
deep bond.
Paul would encourage us to make every effort
to know Christ.
In order to have “full assurance,” Paul would also say
that we need to have understanding and knowledge of the
mystery of God: Christ. We need to know Christ. Not just
know about him, but know him. We need to spend time in his
word. We need to spend time in prayer. We need to know
him. Knowing Christ can help us deal with our doubts in several ways, including demonstrating God’s faithfulness to his
people, demonstrating the humanity of his people, and reminding us what truth looks like.
Paul’s encouragement to the church in Colossae and the
church at large was this: strengthen your faith by dealing with
your doubts!
Matt

Job is one of the books in the bible we tend to read the beginning and end but struggle to wade through the intellectual
onslaught in the middle. Job is recognized by God as blameless and upright (this is important to remember). After suffering at the hands of Satan, Job could be found sitting in the
ruins of his life scraping himself with pottery shards. His for
better or worse partner came forward with some advice:
Job 2:9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your
integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her, “You
speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed
accept good from God and not accept adversity?” In all this
Job did not sin with his lips.
What encouragement to a man she married, gave and lost
children with, and now witness his physical health dwindle.
But never fear, for Job would receive encouragement from 3
friends and another later on. One thing should be noted
about the book of Job. It does not answer the question mankind struggles with: Why? Why do bad things happen to good
people? Why are things so unjust? Why aren’t bad people
punished? Why must we suffer? These questions aren’t answered by God, but that doesn’t stop us from trying to answer it ourselves. Job’s friends share sometimes our similar
insight. Job you have sinned. That is why God has punished
you like this. Admit your sin. God will forgive you. Eliphaz
states it in this way: “Think now,” he says, “who that was innocent ever perished? Or where were the upright cut off? As
I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap
the same” (Job 4:7-8). Their understanding was that God
only brought about bad things to people who have sinned,
therefore Job must have sinned. 3 cycles of this with these
friends yet Job maintained his innocence. Eventually Job
confronts God and request He respond personally to Job’s
bewilderment. God thunders down a response to Job. Not
answer to the question why, but a reminder of position and
perspective. God takes Job on a virtual tour of the complex,
powerful, dangerous, and amazing world He has created.
Does Job thing he could handle the job? In reflection do we?
God basically tells Job that justice on this earth is much more
complex than we as humans can comprehend. We may never understand or know why things have happen to us or
those we love, but we can trust God. Job recognizes his
fault of doubting whether God is just or can hold up justice in
the world. He also is requested by God to make sacrifices on
behalf of his friends because they incorrectly described how
God works as well. The book of Job challenges us in our
desire to understand. Instead of finding answers God wants
us to trust in Him, that He loves us, and that justice is and will
be His especially on judgement day. After this realization Job
is comforted. May we find comfort in our trust of God through
good times and bad as well.
Evan

News & Announcements

Sympathy to Lacquita Westbrooks in the passing of her
mother, Delila Byrd. Her funeral was held Saturday in
Lobelville, TN.

I would like to thank everyone who
took the time to send me get well
cards, assisted me at my home, and
prepared food for my family. I would also like to thank
everyone for the heartfelt cards on the loss of my brother. You know you are part of a church family when you
have such an overwhelming amount of support during
troubling times. My family and I truly appreciate all your
prayers and kindness. With Christian Love, Mike Lewis

Those who are dealing with cancer: Linda Alcorn,
Kenneth Allen, Dean Boles, Kaye Bowman, Barbara
Brown, Helen Carr, Walter Fitzpatrick, Jan Immel, Rhett
Massey, Paula Palk, Jan Shepherd, Marty Smith, Lester
Sparks, Sue Wheeler and Tana Taylor

♥Bridal Tea for Samantha Harold, bride elect of Hunter
Parker, Sunday, September 16 from 1:30—3, in the Fellowship Hall. They are registered at Borden’s & Bed, Bath
& Beyond.

Remember in Daily Prayer!
John Brown is now at Life Care in Sparta room #319.
Clarcie Bush remains at Cookeville Rehab.
Wayne Nichols is now home recovering.

Remember Our Shut-ins:
Bethesda: Jan Shuster & Lyda Taylor
Heritage Pointe: Peggy Cooper
LifeCare Sparta: John Brown
NHC Cookeville: Evelyn Solt
Signature Health-Algood: Matilda Craighead
At Home: Hugh Adams, Sue Clack, Margaret Cunningham, Mary Dyer, Wilma Judd, Peggy Mackie, Ralph Medley, Pat McCanless, Robert & Jean Reeves, Claudine
Smith, Ed & Rosella Smith, Frances Smith, Marty Smith,
Jimmy Stafford and Jordan Terry
SAVE THE DATE... September 29, Saturday ... The
entire congregation is invited to the famous Fall Family
Fellowship featuring fabulous friends, fun, favorite foods
and fishing all flowing in abundance at faithful Fowler
Farms. Details to follow.
College Students Away: Please turn in your address so
we can send you notes of encouragement (and food).
Please turn these in to the church office or on the back of
your attendance card by Sunday, September 9.
If you are interested in doing, or donating money
or items for a Magi Box, please contact Lisa
Rhodes. These boxes are going to children in
the Dominican Republic and need to be returned to Lisa
by September 23rd. Thanks!

Church Safety Training - On September 11 at 6pm, in
our small auditorium, we will have program on how to
respond in a situation involving a threatening intruder. This
is a widely recognized training session that is taught in
workplaces, schools, and churches. This same program
was presented to our elders, deacons, ushers, bible class
teachers, and office staff earlier this year. This session is
open to all. Please join us to hear this valuable information.
The Amazing Ladies are going to the Rose Garden Restaurant in Silver Point on Tuesday, September 11. The
bus will leave at 11am. You may order breakfast or lunch
and then treat yourself to a slice of their delicious homemade pies. Please sign up on the YAH Board by Sunday,
September 9. Bring a friend, make a friend and catch up
on your friends who are our faithful Amazing Ladies!
7th Annual Cookeville High School Cavaliers Football
Meal! Thursday, September 20. We prepare and serve
the CHS Cavaliers Football team and cheerleaders each
year. This meal is paid for entirely by private donations
and the team always comments on how much they enjoy
our meal we host here. Please give any donations to Anna Gilbert or B.J. Matheney by Sunday, September 16.
Also let them know if you can assist in any way.
College Group Meals:
September 12—meal before Wednesday class at 5:30pm
September 23—meal/devo after evening service—Mayes

Jason Bennett
William Birdwell
Sam Brown
Phillip Burr
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Brian Carver
Randy Chaffin
Jim Dale
Tim Farris
Sean Flatt
Jason Fowler
Chad Gilbert
Rick Gilbert
Seth Gilbert
Zach Henson
Johnny Lane
Chuck Lankford
Bryan Liner
Bob Mackie
Ken Mayes
Andy Milton
Charlie Moore
Courtney Norton
Jimmy Patterson
Dave Piggott
Rob Porter
Bud Simpson
Pete Story
Don Viar

DEACONS (cont.)

Sunday, September 2, 2018

Service Schedule
Sunday Bible Study……………………..9:00 AM
Sunday Morning………………………..10:00 AM
Sunday Evening………………………....6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study………………...6:30 PM

Email
Church Office……………………. info@jacoc.org
Buddy Johnson………………..buddy@jacoc.org
Evan Burns……………………...evan@jacoc.org
Matt Collins……………………..mattc@jacoc.org
Bo Perez…………………..………..bo@jacoc.org
Mother’s Day Out…………..laura.fox@jacoc.org

Church Office………………………931-526-4605
Information Line…………………...931-528-1006
Fax Line…………………………….931-520-8708
Mother’s Day Out………………….931-260-7861

Bible Class……………………………………...259
Sunday Morning………………………………..514
Sunday Evening………………………………..181
Wednesday Night……………………………...263
Contribution.………………………………$17,195

Say a good word for Jesus this week!

Church of Christ
521 S. Jefferson Ave.
Cookeville, TN 38501

September 16—22

16—Seth Gilbert
16—John Taylor
17—Sarah Henson
17—Chris Holloway
18—Thurman Bradley
18—Adeline Mayes
18—Colton Porter
20—Bill Hallcomb

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonAvenueCOC

Web Site: http://www.jacoc.org

20—Lynn Lane
20—Ken Matheney
20—Kaden Smith
20—Ken Standifer
21—Ashleigh Hamilton
21—Marti Neill
22—Mary Cope
22—Steve Leddy

2018 Bible Reading
Week Thirty-Six
Wednesday
September 5 Philippians 4
Thursday
September 6 Colossians 1
Friday
September 7 Colossians 2
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading
Week Thirty-Seven
Monday
September 10 Colossians 3
Tuesday
September 11 Colossians 4
Wednesday
September 12 I Thessaloians 1
Thursday
September 13 I Thessaloians 2
Friday
September 14 I Thessaloians 3
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading

September
8—Bible Bowl
16—T4C Singing
23—Devo @ Lewis’
28-30—RUSH @ FHU (Jr/Sr)
November
11—T4C @ Netherland
14—Friendsgiving
16-18—Fall Retreat
25—Devo @ Gilbert’s

October
1-12—Fall Break
14—Devo @ Simpson’s
20—Milton Hayride
21—T4C @ Smithville
27—ERUPT Youth Rally
28—Trunk or Treat

December
8—Christmas Party
16—Opry Mills
21—Jan 2—Christmas Break

Wednesday After School (W.A.S.)
every Wednesday when school is in session

