GOOD NEWS

Sunday, December 9,
Kids Avenue and the Teens
will be going Christmas Caroling
at NHC and Morningside.
Meet at the church at 3:30. Afterwards,
we will go back to the church building
for pizza before evening service.

On Sunday evening, Taylor Hatfield met with the
elders and placed her membership with us at
Jefferson Avenue. Taylor is a native of
Murfreesboro, TN where she worshiped with the
Salem Creek Church of Christ. Taylor is a graduate of Freed-Hardeman University. She has a
great personality and is ready to work and serve
with us to make a difference in this world.
Please welcome Taylor into our church family!
Her address is 45 Myleigh Avenue Cookeville
38501; cell phone 615-556-5287.
COORDINATION AND CONSIDERATION
The church is God’s spiritual family, and no one can live victoriously without the support of his brothers and sisters in Christ. Healthy churches must
work together to accomplish what God intended. The more institutional and
bureaucratic they become, the less they fit the New Testament model.
Paul compared the church to a human body (1 Corinthians 12.12-31). His
analogy emphasized the need for two things: Coordination and consideration.
Coordination – Every member of the body is valuable, and when they
work in harmony life is more enjoyable. When members of Christ’s body
respect their God-given roles and fulfill their responsibilities, the church is
healthy and functional.

SUNDAY LESSONS
Morning Sermon
Longing for Heaven
2 Corinthians 5.1-10
Evening Sermon
What Can We Learn from the
Seven Churches?
Revelation 2-3

Consideration – When you get a splinter in your finger or a grain of sand
in your eye, your entire body sympathizes. When a member of Christ’s
body suffers from sin, it affects the whole church. Christians bear one another’s burdens and gently restore the erring. Whatever the problem or
pain, they work together to resolve it.
When churches do not function well, there is a reason. The problem is
a lack of love. When selfishness grows, compassion declines. Big egos
take the place of big hearts. Fear and control replace faith and courage.
Trust decreases and jealousy increases.
In a healthy church, caring members love each other and coordinate
their activities to fulfill the mission of Christ. Brothers and sisters, we must
commit ourselves to helping each other improve. We must accept and encourage one another. Growing churches bring out the best in each other.
And that raises a final question: “What are you contributing to God’s
church?”
Buddy Johnson
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ECCLESIASTES 3:1-14
For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time
to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to
break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep,
and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time
to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time
to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a
time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a
time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a
time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence,
and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
When I read this passage of scripture, the biggest thing
that jumps out to me is this: everything has a place. Not
only does everything have a place and time, but God has
made it all beautiful. Another word that we could place in
there is useful. Think about what scripture says here:
there is a time for everything. There is a time to mourn.
There is a time to rejoice. There is a time to hold on.
There is a time to let go. There is a time to plant. There is
a time to harvest. AND verse 11 tells us that God has
made everything beautiful (useful, valuable) in its time.
One of the problems that we have is, we fail to see the
beauty and use for many things. Pain can’t possibly be
useful to me. Hurt can’t possibly be useful to me. Emptiness can’t possibly be useful to me. Loneliness can’t possibly be useful to me. And we condition ourselves to think
this way, so that when those times of pain, loss, and hurt
come — we don’t know what to do with them, because we
think those things are useless. Maybe we run from it. Maybe we avoid it. Maybe we deny it. But we certainly don’t
engage with those things, because what good is it?
When I know that everything has a time and place, then I
need to begin to see and value things that I would typically
disregard. What is it about pain, grief, loss, sorrow, worry,
or loneliness that brings value to my life? When we experience those emotions, then we are feeling what God has
felt. Those feelings are a part of who we are. They make
up the story of our lives — and we can’t honestly share
our lives with other people if we are constantly running
from or avoiding those feelings.
Matt

Recently finished a book called Letters to the
Church. One of the several memorable quotes and lessons stem from 1 Cor 3: 10 According to the grace of God
which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a
foundation, and another is building on it. But each man
must be careful how he builds on it.11 For no man can lay
a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.12 Now if any man builds on the foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13
each man’s work will become evident; for the day will
show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire
itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any
man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will
suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through
fire.16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and
that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys
God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is
holy, and you are that temple.
This verse is a call to remember our purpose in life. We
as Christians are God’s temple. Not our own, although
sometimes that seems to be our primary focus. Each of
us represent a stone in that temple of worship that is focused to the praise and glory of our God. The reality of
this is we either exist to glorify God or we don’t.
The author noted: We live in a human centered world
among people who see themselves as the highest authority. We are quick to say things like “that isn’t fair!” because we believe we deserve certain rights as humans. Yet we give little thought to the rights God deserves as God.
How often do I fall into this category. Raising myself and
my rights up high while neglecting what God deserves. I
build on the temple of Evan with gold and build on God’s
with hay and straw. We think of what we deserve from
God and His Church with little thought going towards offering all that He deserves: our heart, mind, soul, and
strength. How dangerous is it to think sitting in a pew and
giving money is all God wants. He deserves more from
us. As a church we are to keep in mind our comfort,
wants, rights, and demands are not to take priority. When
we come together it is for the glorification of God. When
we leave we are to be on a mission of glorifying Him. It is
what God deserves. Our challenge is to think of our rights
less and God’s desires more each and every day. Let’s
build with the good stuff.
Evan

News & Announcements
Remember in Daily Prayer!
Geraldine Jackson is home with kidney issues.
Kaye Bowman fully requests prayers from the church.
Her cancer has returned. She went Tuesday for MRI and
PET scans to determine her treatment.
James Chilous had knee surgery Tuesday.
Patsy Gentry will have back surgery today at St. Thomas
Midtown in Nashville.
Charlie Moore was dismissed from Cookeville Regional
on Tuesday. He is home but requests no visitors for a
few days.
Laura Jackson was dismissed from Cookeville Rehab
Tuesday and is at home resting. Please no visitors at this
time, but cards and prayers are greatly appreciated.
Davis Watts has been diagnosed with Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever.
Sympathy to Karma Carter, in the loss of her aunt.
Sharlyn Joy Bumbalough, who passed away on Thursday. Her service was held Monday.
Those who are dealing with cancer: Linda Alcorn, Kenneth Allen, Dean Boles, Kaye Bowman, Barbara Brown,
Helen Carr, Walter Fitzpatrick, Von Fortner, Jan Immel,
Rhett Massey, Paula Palk, Jan Shepherd, Lester Sparks
and Tana Taylor
Remember Our Shut-ins:
Bethesda: Jan Shuster & Lyda Taylor
Heritage Pointe: Peggy Cooper
LifeCare Sparta: John Brown
NHC Cookeville: Evelyn Solt
Signature Health-Algood: Matilda Craighead
At Home: Hugh Adams, Sue Clack, Margaret Cunningham, Geneva Davis, Mary Dyer, Harold Gentry, Wilma
Judd, Peggy Mackie, Pat McCanless, Ralph Medley,
Gaylon Presley, Robert & Jean Reeves, Claudine Smith,
Ed & Rosella Smith, Frances Smith, Marty Smith, Jimmy
Stafford and Jordan Terry
College Group Meal:
meal/devo after evening service
December 16-Bobby & Sarah Lane

Dear Church Family, thank you so very much
for all the beautiful cards, phone calls and
prayers. I felt so blessed to be a part of this
church family. Love, Sue Wheeler
Monthly Deacons and Ministry Leaders Meeting
Sunday, December 9 at 4:00pm in room 114. Please
check your e-mail for additional information.
Young-at-Heart: December 15—Saturday—West Town
Mall shopping in Knoxville. We will leave at 9am, have
lunch at an area restaurant there, then shop, then home
by 6pm.
December 29—Saturday—Mystery Trip?????
Christmas Fruit Bags: We will be delivering fruit bags on Saturday, December 15.
We need a many people possible to be here
by 8:30am to get your list and load up. The bags will already be assembled. See Andy Milton.

Parent’s Day Out: Saturday, December 15th, the College age class will be hosting a Parents Day out from
10am-2pm. Drop the kids off for a fun morning of games,
crafts, lunch and a Christmas movie during this stressful
holiday time. Cost will be $5 per child to cover craft and
lunch. Sign-up on the Family Board.
Congratulations to Austin Patterson, who will
be graduating from TTU on December 15, with a
Bachelor’s of Science in Business Administration
with a major in Marketing.
New Year’s Eve Breakfast:
Come count-down to the new year
as we enjoy a congregation wide
breakfast on New Year’s Eve
(Monday, December 31), from
10pm to 12:30am, in the Fellowship Center. Please sign up on the Family Board and
indicate how many is in your group and if you need a ride.
There is no cost to attend.

Jason Bennett
William Birdwell
Sam Brown
Phillip Burr

DEACONS

Hispanic Ministry

Bo Perez

Youth Minister

Matt Collins

Associate Minister

Evan Burns

Pulpit Minister

Buddy Johnson

MINISTERS

*Chairman of Month

*Glenn Binkley
Jann Cupp
Doug Fowler
Don Foy
Bobby Lane
John Mason
John Rhodes

SHEPHERDS

Brian Carver
Randy Chaffin
Jim Dale
Tim Farris
Sean Flatt
Jason Fowler
Chad Gilbert
Rick Gilbert
Seth Gilbert
Zach Henson
Johnny Lane
Chuck Lankford
Bryan Liner
Bob Mackie
Ken Mayes
Andy Milton
Charlie Moore
Courtney Norton
Jimmy Patterson
Dave Piggott
Rob Porter
Bud Simpson
Pete Story
Don Viar

DEACONS (cont.)

Sunday, December 2, 2018

Service Schedule
Sunday Bible Study……………………..9:00 AM
Sunday Morning………………………..10:00 AM
Sunday Evening………………………....6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study………………...6:30 PM

Email
Church Office……………………. info@jacoc.org
Buddy Johnson………………..buddy@jacoc.org
Evan Burns……………………...evan@jacoc.org
Matt Collins……………………..mattc@jacoc.org
Bo Perez…………………..………..bo@jacoc.org
Mother’s Day Out…………..laura.fox@jacoc.org

Church Office………………………931-526-4605
Information Line…………………...931-528-1006
Fax Line…………………………….931-520-8708
Mother’s Day Out………………….931-260-7861

Bible Class……………………………………...249
Sunday Morning………………………………..529
Sunday Evening………………………………..172
Wednesday Night……………………………...273
Contribution.………………………………$23,814

Say a good word for Jesus this week!

Church of Christ
521 S. Jefferson Ave.
Cookeville, TN 38501

December 9—15

10—Brad Fortner
10—Curtis Shinsky
11—Beth Davidson
11—Judy Henry
11—Ruby Holloway
11—LaVonna Phy
12—Wes Burnett

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonAvenueCOC

Web Site: http://www.jacoc.org

12—Nick Crater
12—Mack Fisher
14—Charles Jackson
15—Valerie Birdwell
15—David Lane
15—Chloe Savage

2018 Bible Reading
Week Forty-Nine
Wednesday
December 5
Revelation 5
Thursday
December 6
Revelation 6
Friday
December 7
Revelation 7
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading
Week Fifty
Monday
December 10 Revelation 8
Tuesday
December 11
Revelation 9
Wednesday
December 12 Revelation 10
Thursday
December 13 Revelation 11
Friday
December 14 Revelation 12
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading

*December 2—Teens @ NHC Worship Service 2pm
December 7 —Christmas Party @ Milton’s
December 9 —Christmas Caroling at Nursing Homes
December 16 —Opry Mills Shopping
December 31 —New Year’s Eve Breakfast
December 21 —January 2—Christmas Break
*January 18-20—Evangelism University
*April 5-7—Spring Retreat in Gatlinburg
*June 4-11—Mission Trip to Manna (Dom inica Republic)
June 16 -21—Short Mountain Bible Camp
*July 7-10 Vacation Bible School

Wednesday After School (W.A.S.)
every Wednesday when school is in session

