GOOD NEWS

Thanksgiving
Area Wide Singing:
Sunday, November 18, 6:00pm
at the Willow Avenue
Church of Christ
We encourage all of our members
to worship in song with our
brothers and sisters at
Willow Avenue.
We will NOT have an evening
service here at JA.

Wednesday, 21st, Thanksgiving
Song and Prayer Meeting will be
in the small auditorium
~No classes~

Missions Sunday was a powerful day of good news! I was impressed and encouraged by the four mission efforts discussed on Sunday. Jefferson Avenue Church of
Christ has always placed a lot of emphasis on mission work. Because of your generosity, $19,791.29 will be sent to the mission field. Thanks to Sam Brown, Jason
Fowler, and Bo Perez for their work in setting up our Missions Sunday.
HAPPINESS IS A CHOICE
In writing to the troubled Corinthians, Paul shared three traits that would change their
futures for the better: faith, hope, and love (1 Cor 13.13). These qualities will do the
same for you. Paul was saying that the real obstacle to happiness is not your
spouse, your neighbor, or your circumstances. The problem is within you.
Unhappiness stems from unholy attitudes and selfish behaviors. It is habitually
choosing ineffective ways of dealing with problems and stress. It is judging and criticizing people instead of forgiving and praying for them. Sadness and loneliness
come from inventing slights, assuming motives, and exaggerating problems. How
much better to bear all things, believe all things, hope all things, and endure all
things (1 Cor 13.7).
Problems are inevitable, but unhappiness is a choice. The key to living positively,
constructively, and eternally is the power of the gospel. If you want to live by God’s
infinite power rather than your limited power, begin by embracing those things that
abide. Through faith in Christ, hope in the future, and love without end, you can triumph over life’s troubles.

The offices will be closed
Thursday and Friday

SUNDAY LESSONS
Sunday Morning Worship
Growth Strategy #8 - Giving
2 Corinthians 8.1-7
Sunday Afternoon Worship
No Service at JA
Area Wide Singing at
Willow Avenue
Buddy Johnson

November 14, 2018—Volume 48, Issue 46

1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-23
“I have become all things to all men, that by all
means, I might save some…”
Part of what Paul is getting at here is that the gospel is
going to affect all kinds of people that are in all different
places in life. Here in this context, you’ve got Paul writing
to Jews and Gentiles. People who believed in God from
birth and people who are just starting to figure out who
God is. People who have had their faith shift over time,
and people who are starting a brand new faith. These are
all the people that Paul speaks to, and the gospel speaks
to. These are the same people that the gospel still speaks
to today. The gospel can have real, tangible, life-changing
power on the people that have grown up in church, just
like it can for people who have never heard of Jesus.
Why? Because the gospel can connect with everyone.
FOR THE JEWS, THE GOSPEL MEANT FREEDOM
FROM THE BURDEN OF PERFECTION.
The Jews had grown up having to keep over 600 laws,
something that they just couldn’t do. As much as they
would try, they would never be able to perfect this art of
law keeping — it was too much to keep up with. Paul used
his time as a Jew to relate to those people — he knew
what they were feeling! And he brought the message of
salvation to them, that the gospel can free them (and us)
from that burden. We don’t have to be perfect, we can’t be
perfect, and that’s why we have Jesus. If you are beating
yourself up over and over again because of your lack of
perfection — don’t! Stop! Jesus can free you of that burden.
FOR THE GENTILES, THE GOSPEL MEANT INCLUSION AS A PART OF GOD’S PEOPLE.
For years and years and years, the Jews had been God’s
chosen people. The Gentiles were left out of that equation, they were not “under the law.” But now, with the coming of Jesus, Gentiles had rights to the kingdom that they
had never had before — they had a place among God’s
people! This is huge! Paul takes his assigned task from
God to share this information with the Gentiles: the gospel
was for them! Now, all people have a place with God’s
people, regardless of background. This is good news for
us too, not just because we are not Jews, but because it
means we belong. We have a place. We have a home.
Regardless of background, the gospel speaks to everyone
and offers them a place.
Matt

King Cyrus plays an interesting role in the history of the
Jewish nation at a time when there was no nation. The
Kingdoms of Israel and Judah had both fallen. One to Assyria and the other to the Babylonians. Cyrus was of a
different empire all together who reigned supreme at the
time. The Persian empire handled their conquered lands
differently. Whereas the Babylonians and Assyrians uprooted, dispersed, and dismantled their conquered people; the Persians provided opportunity and means for others to continue. This was especially true for the Jews as
we read in Ezra and Nehemiah. Cyrus issued a decree
releasing the Jewish people to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild the temple. This may not seem like a big deal
when skimmed over, but this decree fulfills an important
prophecy and promise. Jeremiah and Isaiah would both
prophecy concerning the length of time Israel would
spend in exile (70 years), how God would call them out to
bless them (Jeremiah 29), and that Cyrus would be appointed by God as King and Shepherd who would guide
His people home (Isaiah 44 & 45). King Cyrus of the Persian Empire would become an emissary to God’s
will. God called him by name years before.
Another possible amazing role in Cyrus’ story is found in
the historical writings of Josephus. He writes that Daniel
(Lion’s Den Daniel) was the one who showed Cyrus the
prophecies concerning him and how God planned to use
him. King Cyrus not only released the exiled Jews but
actively assisted them by restoring the temple treasures
and covering building expenses.
It is amazing to see God’s promises being kept. It is
amazing to see who God uses to fulfill His promises to His
people. Think about all the promises we have in God and
Jesus. We can look at the story found in Ezra and be encouraged. God is the ultimate Promise Keeper.
This ‘Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, “The LORD, the
God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you
of all his people, may the LORD his God be with him.
Let him go up.”’ 2 Chron 36:23

Evan

News & Announcements
Remember in Daily Prayer!
Lamar Redmond, father of Rachael Liner & Stacey
Bennett is in Centennial Hospital with heart issues. He
does have some blockage and they are running more test
on him.
Erma Wright, Marian Dale’s 88 yr. old mother, had a
pacemaker put in Tuesday. Please pray special prayers
for her because she isn’t feeling good at all.
Laura Jackson remains at Cookeville Rehab in room
#20A.
Clarcie Bush remains at Cookeville Rehab in room #22A.
Her pneumonia has come back and she is feeling weak.
Sympathy to Sarah Burns, in the passing of her grandmother, Madge Holt, who passed away Sunday in Memphis. Her funeral service is today at 12:30pm in Memphis.

My Dear Christian Family, thank you for the
calls, cards, and messages after my father
went to his heavenly home. Your encouragement has been such a blessing and given us strength
through this difficult time.
Nadell Howell and family

College Group Meal:
meal/devo after evening service
November 25-Brian & Pam Carver
December 16-Bobby & Sarah Lane
JA Youth—Our youth leave Friday and return Sunday
from Fall Retreat. Keep them in your prayers.

Sympathy for the family of Dalin Spencer, age 19, who
passed away on Friday. He was a friend to several here
at Jefferson Avenue.

30’s & 40’s Christmas Party – Friday, November 30 in the Fellowship Hall. We will have a catered meal. Please bring a $10 unisex gift. See
Leah Milton if questions.

Those who are dealing with cancer: Linda Alcorn, Kenneth Allen, Dean Boles, Barbara Brown, Helen Carr, Walter Fitzpatrick, Von Fortner, Jan Immel, Rhett Massey,
Paula Palk, Jan Shepherd, Lester Sparks and Tana Taylor

Vision Basketball: They are desperately in need to two
high school coaches and more referees. Any member
willing to help would be appreciated. See Jeana Piggott.

Remember Our Shut-ins:
Bethesda: Jan Shuster & Lyda Taylor
Cedar Hills: Clarcie Bush
Heritage Pointe: Peggy Cooper
LifeCare Sparta: John Brown
NHC Cookeville: Evelyn Solt
Signature Health-Algood: Matilda Craighead
At Home: Hugh Adams, Sue Clack, Margaret Cunningham, Geneva Davis, Mary Dyer, Harold Gentry, Wilma
Judd, Peggy Mackie, Pat McCanless, Ralph Medley, Gaylon Presley, Robert & Jean Reeves, Claudine Smith, Ed &
Rosella Smith, Frances Smith, Marty Smith, Jimmy Stafford and Jordan Terry

Young-at-Heart
November 30—lunch at the Hermitage House and shopping at Opry Mills. We will leave at 10am sharp! We plan
to be back around 6pm.
December 7—Mystery Trip?????
December 15—West Town Mall shopping in Knoxville

New Address:
Connie Morgan, 322 W. 3rd St, #2,
Cookeville 38501
Kevin & Sherri Hamilton
1371 Buckingham Place, Cookeville 38501

Jason Bennett
William Birdwell
Sam Brown
Phillip Burr

DEACONS

Hispanic Ministry

Bo Perez

Youth Minister

Matt Collins

Associate Minister

Evan Burns

Pulpit Minister

Buddy Johnson

MINISTERS

*Chairman of Month

Glenn Binkley
Jann Cupp
Doug Fowler
Don Foy
Bobby Lane
John Mason
*John Rhodes

SHEPHERDS

Brian Carver
Randy Chaffin
Jim Dale
Tim Farris
Sean Flatt
Jason Fowler
Chad Gilbert
Rick Gilbert
Seth Gilbert
Zach Henson
Johnny Lane
Chuck Lankford
Bryan Liner
Bob Mackie
Ken Mayes
Andy Milton
Charlie Moore
Courtney Norton
Jimmy Patterson
Dave Piggott
Rob Porter
Bud Simpson
Pete Story
Don Viar

DEACONS (cont.)

Sunday, November 11, 2018

Service Schedule
Sunday Bible Study……………………..9:00 AM
Sunday Morning………………………..10:00 AM
Sunday Evening………………………....6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study………………...6:30 PM

Email
Church Office……………………. info@jacoc.org
Buddy Johnson………………..buddy@jacoc.org
Evan Burns……………………...evan@jacoc.org
Matt Collins……………………..mattc@jacoc.org
Bo Perez…………………..………..bo@jacoc.org
Mother’s Day Out…………..laura.fox@jacoc.org

Church Office………………………931-526-4605
Information Line…………………...931-528-1006
Fax Line…………………………….931-520-8708
Mother’s Day Out………………….931-260-7861

Bible Class……………………………………...286
Sunday Morning………………………………..558
Sunday Evening………………………………..199
Wednesday Night……………………………...255
Contribution.………………………………$40,020

Say a good word for Jesus this week!

Church of Christ
521 S. Jefferson Ave.
Cookeville, TN 38501

November 18-24

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonAvenueCOC

Web Site: http://www.jacoc.org

18–Marcia Byrge
18–Tim Farris
18–Leon Fletcher
18–Amanda Fox (91)
19–Jim Hicks
19–Jim Loyd
19–Micah Norton
19–Summer Stroud
20–Hugh Adams
20–Joy Bodenstein
20–Donna Ford
20-Shirley Washburn
22–Barbara Brown
23–Sandy Holloway
23–Lauren Jones
23–Bennett Porter
23–Travis Williams
24–Kim Gaw
24–Lilyana Holland

2018 Bible Reading
Week Forty-Six
Wednesday
November 14
II Peter 1
Thursday
November 15
II Peter 2
Friday
November 16
II Peter 3
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading
Week Forty-Seven
Monday
November 19
I John 1
Tuesday
November 20
I John 2
Wednesday
November 21
I John 3
Thursday
November 22
I John 4
Friday
November 23
1 John 5
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading

14—Friendsgiving
16-18—Fall Retreat
25—Devo @ Gilbert’s

N ove mb e r

D e c e mb e r

8—Christmas Party
16—Opry Mills
21—Jan 2—Christmas Break

Wednesday After School (W.A.S.)
every Wednesday when school is in session

