GOOD NEWS
Welcome to our family Carol Dodson, who met with our elders Sunday night desirng to
place membership with us. Please welcome her as a new member. She has been with us for
several months. Her address is 970 Magnolia Court, Cookeville 38501. Phone number is 615
-210-5433 and email: cjdodson1@comcast.net.
Super Sunday is this Sunday! We are looking forward to having Bro. Wayne Miller preach for us during Super Sunday. Bro. Miller is an outstanding gospel preacher. He is originally from Trenton, Georgia. He graduated from the East
Tennessee School of Preaching (SEIBS) in 1981. He has worked with the Maple Hill Church of Christ in Lebanon and
West End Church of Christ in Knoxville. He is currently the outreach minister and interim preacher at the Mount Juliet
Church of Christ. Wayne and his wife Debbie have been married for 38 years. They have three children:
Chris, Joshua, and Mandi.
Bro. Miller will teach a combined adult Bible class at 9 a.m. and preach during the worship hour at 10
a.m. His topic for class is Do This in My Memory; and his topic for the morning worship service will be Managing Life’s Disappointments (2 Corinthians 1.3-4). We will enjoy a catered lunch in our Fellowship Center
at 11 a.m. Grade-A will be catering the meal (desserts needed). We will have a short devotional following
the meal in lieu of our regular Sunday evening worship service. I hope you will invite your friends and family
to be with us on this special day!
A BIG THANK YOU!
I want to tell you a story that starts back in the 1960s. Geneva Davis was invited by Mary Flatt
and Henry and Sarah Shelby to come to worship at Jefferson Avenue Church of Christ. Geneva
was recently widowed (her husband died in a car accident). She was trying to raise three kids on
her own. Henry and Sarah studied the Bible with Geneva and she decided that she wanted to become a Christian. Harold Poland (then the preacher at JA) baptized her into Christ for the forgiveness of her sins. It was a wonderful day that would change her life forever!
Fast forward to 1988. Geneva had been a member at this congregation for many years. Her
kids had grown up. The elders recognized in Geneva a sweet spirit and a strong work ethic. They
asked her to help us at church with some cleaning in addition to her own work cleaning houses. She accepted.
For thirty years now (1988-2017), Geneva has quietly gone about her work here at Jefferson
Avenue. During that time, she also raised her granddaughter, April Davis, and battled colon cancer. Geneva has been a
model of hard work and consistency and integrity. In December, Geneva informed us that she has decided to retire. She
will continue to worship with us here as her health allows.
We want to give honor where honor is due. We want to thank Geneva for her years of Christian service. She has
made this church a better place. I sat down with Geneva last week and asked her about her experience at Jefferson Avenue. She said, “I have enjoyed it! Tell everybody that I love them.” We love you too, Mrs. Geneva! Thank you for everything.
Buddy Johnson
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MATTHEW 6:9
Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed
be your name.”
When the Lord begins to teach his disciples to pray, he
prays a prayer himself, giving us an insight into what the
Lord thinks about prayer. This isn’t necessarily some template of a prayer that we have to pray every time, and it's
not the only things that we need to ask or say. Rather, I
think that Christ is inviting us to see the potential of prayer, what can happen when we pray that connects us to
God and benefits the world around us. The first part of
that Lord’s prayer is a demonstration of Christ elevating
God in his prayer.
Prayer is a time where we as God’s children elevate God.
We acknowledge him in his rightful place, as the holy creator and sustainer of life. As the leader and guide to his
people. As one who pours our love, mercy, and grace on
his children. As one who disciplines us for our own benefit. When we pray, we must recognize who we are talking
to, and elevate him as such. That doesn’t mean that we
pray timidly. That doesn’t mean that we pray formally. It
just means that we elevate God for who he is.
Christ uses his words carefully and on purpose. When
Jesus refers to God as “Our Father” he is doing that for a
reason. Many of the Jews had a large view of God, but for
some, it was one built on intimidation. Some were scared
of God, scared to even say his name. God was viewed by
some more as a judge or lawgiver. Jesus tells his disciples to pray and addressed God as Father. That would
have been a big deal. The one many called Judge, Jesus
called Dad.

When Christ calls God, “Father” he does so for a reason.
God is the life giver and sustainer for us. He is the one
who has created us all, he has given us life. He is the one
who has blessed us with talents, abilities, passions, and
desires that we can use to serve and love. He has given
us skill, and purpose. He has given us opportunities to be
surrounded by people that will make lasting impacts on all
of us for the better if we choose that path. God is our lifegiver and life-sustainer. For that, we must elevate him,
and prayer gives us that chance. In prayer, we come to
God, recognizing who he is and respect him for that.
Matt

James tells us to 1:2-4 Consider it all joy, my brethren,
when you encounter various trials, knowing that the
testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
Most of us may struggle to see the trials and test we are
faced with as an opportunity of joy. Yet we are commanded to because of what it can mean spiritually for
us.
Spiritually Opportunity of Trials
Trials that test our faith produce steadfastness in our
faith and lives. Trials lead to maturity and wholeness, full functioning Christian life (perfect and
complete do not imply sinlessness but instead the
completion of the maturation process)
Trials provide opportunity to trust God
Trials provide opportunity for God to provide
Trials provide opportunity for us to be humble and
acknowledge our need and God’s goodness
Trials provide us an opportunity to prove our faith and
not doubt
Blessings are promised to those who remain steadfast under a trial
God promises and gives the crown of life to those
who endure trials
C.S. Lewis once stated “Hardships often prepare ordinary
people for an extraordinary destiny.” I can’t help but think
of the life of Joseph when I think of overcoming hardship: betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, cast into
prison upon false accusations, and forgotten by those he
had help. Yet when the time came to step up use the
gifts God have him to help the pharaoh of Egypt, He
did. When faced with dealing with a famine, He used the
God’s gift of wisdom to provide for a nation. When his
brothers came instead of punishing them he provided. I
think mostly due to his understanding of he shared with
his brothers in Gen 50:20 As for you, you meant evil
against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. Our goal then is to be joyful over the evil this world
and satan brings against us knowing God can make it
good for us spiritually.
Evan

News & Announcements
Remember in Daily Prayer!
Angela Leffew goes today to see if she can get her treatment. Continue to pray for strength.
Harold Gentry is in ICU with the flu and pneumonia at
Tennova Healthcare in Lebanon.
Lester Sparks is going to see doctors this week about a
growth that was found on his pancreas.
Shirley Washburn’s brother-in-law, Paul Bybee, has
been moved to the rehab center room #22B.
Those who are dealing with cancer: Kathy Adams,
Linda Alcorn, Kenneth Allen, Dean Boles, Kaye Bowman,
Rene’ Canfield, Helen Carr, Walter Fitzpatrick, Jan Immel,
Angela Leffew, Rhett Massey, Paula Palk, Jan Shepherd,
Marty Smith and Judi Williams
NHC Worship Service: Jefferson Avenue will conduct the
worship services at NHC on Sunday, February 4 at
2:00pm. The Wanda Jared’s Ladies Class is scheduled
to assist with the service.
Safety Alert: A new email address is available for anyone that would like to email our patrol officers about any
security topics. The address is safety@jacoc.org. If you
are aware of a potential security issue, you can communicate it to the officers.
Quilting Group: Join us upstairs in the sewing room on
Tuesday, February 6 at 9:30am to make
quilts for the girls leaving Happy Haven. If
you have any quilts to donate, please get
them to Ruby Holloway. Call Ruby at 847732- 7829 for any questions.
Kids Avenue is on Facebook and
Instagram. Check them out for info.
Also, Kids Avenue parent meeting on
Wednesday, February 7, after class, in
the Fellowship Hall.
Blood Assurance will resume service with
their Blood Mobile in our front parking lot on
Monday, February 5, from 12:30pm to
5:00pm. To schedule your appointment, go
to bloodassurance.org/jacoc.

Guess who Knox and Audrey Jane dressed up like
this week at
school?
Knox Kimbrough
is the son of
Kerry and Kelly
Kimbrough and
grandson of Neil
and Kay Ranft.
Audrey Jane Bowman is the daughter of Whitney Bowman and granddaughter of David and Laura Fox.
Knox and Audrey Jane are in Mrs. Angela Johnson’s
kindergarten class at Capshaw.
Desserts, Desserts, Desserts: Please bring desserts for:
Super Sunday Meal, this Sunday February 4, and
Teens 4 Christ the next Sunday night February 11

THE AMAZING LADIES will meet for Valentines’
Lunch on Wednesday, February 14, Nick’s Restaurant, at 11:30. Plan to spend this special day
with us and invite a friend! Please sign up on the
YAH Board or call Sue Chaffin at 526-4291.

New Ladies Class: We will start a new ladies class beginning Wednesday, February 7, entitled “Children of the
Day”. It is a study of 1 & 2 Thessalonians. Please contact
Carrie Simpson or Anna Gilbert for details.
Young-At-Heart Soup/Gumbo/Chili Supper &
Game Night: Friday, February 16 at 5:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Please sign up on the YAH Board.
Young-at-Heart: Friday, March 2, we will be going to the
Cumberland County Playhouse and attending “One of the
Best Family Musicals Ever Penned” - Annie. The cost is
$21 per person and tickets are limited to 20 seats. We
will have dinner (on your own) before the play at Cumberland Mountain State Park. Ticket payments must be
received by February 21 to Larry Harkleroad.

Jason Bennett
William Birdwell

DEACONS

Hispanic Ministry

Bo Perez

Youth Minister

Matt Collins

Associate Minister

Evan Burns

Pulpit Minister

Buddy Johnson

MINISTERS

*Chairman of Month

Glenn Binkley
Jann Cupp
Doug Fowler
Don Foy
*Bobby Lane
John Mason
John Rhodes

SHEPHERDS

Phillip Burr
Brian Carver
Randy Chaffin
Ken Clark
Jim Dale
Jason Fowler
Chad Gilbert
Seth Gilbert
Jim Hicks
Chuck Lankford
Bryan Liner
Bob Mackie
Ken Mayes
Brian McDaniel
Andy Milton
Courtney Norton
Dean Olson
Jimmy Patterson
Dave Piggott
Bud Simpson
Pete Story
Don Viar

Sam Brown

DEACONS (cont.)

Sunday, January 28, 2018

Service Schedule
Sunday Bible Study……………………..9:00 AM
Sunday Morning………………………..10:00 AM
Sunday Evening………………………....6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study………………...6:30 PM

Email
Church Office……………………. info@jacoc.org
Buddy Johnson………………..buddy@jacoc.org
Evan Burns……………………...evan@jacoc.org
Matt Collins……………………..mattc@jacoc.org
Bo Perez…………………..………..bo@jacoc.org
Mother’s Day Out…………..laura.fox@jacoc.org

Church Office………………………931-526-4605
Information Line…………………...931-528-1006
Fax Line…………………………….931-520-8708
Mother’s Day Out………………….931-260-7861

Bible Class……………………………………...269
Sunday Morning………………………………..524
Sunday Evening………………………………..224
Wednesday Night………………………………281
Contribution.………………………..……..$17,135

Say a good word for Jesus this week!

Church of Christ
521 S. Jefferson Ave.
Cookeville, TN 38501

February 4 -10

8–Ryker Hamilton
4–Wilma Judd
9–Matt Baggett
4–Jan Kendall
9–Pam Roberts
5–Winnie Henson
6–Freddie McClennon 9–Cindy Story
10–Frances Buckner
7–Sophie Brown
10–Charlie W. Lane
8–Kathy Anderson

2018 Bible Reading

Week Five
Wednesday January 31 Matthew 23
Thursday
February 1 Matthew 24
Friday
February 2 Matthew 25
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading

Web Site: http://www.jacoc.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JeffersonAvenueCOC

Week Six
Monday
February 5 Matthew 26
Tuesday
February 6 Matthew 27
Wednesday February 7 Matthew 28
Thursday
February 8 Mark 1
Friday
February 9 Mark 2
Saturday-Sunday—catch up reading

February
4
11
25
Super Sunday
T4C @ JA
Devo @ Mackie’s

March

4
12—16
23
25
30—Apr 1

T4C @ Willow Ave
Spring Break
Golden 60’s
Devo @ Milton’s
L2L

April

1
Easter
20—22
Spring Retreat
27—29
EU (rescheduled)
29
Devo @ Henson’s
W.A.S. is every Wednesday that school is in session

