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•1. absolutely necessary; indispensable

•2. pertaining to or constituting the 

essence of a thing. 

• Essence: the basic, real, and invariable 

nature of a thing



OUR AUTHORITY: THE BIBLE

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,that the man of 

God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” – 2 Tim. 3:16-17

“The words of the LORD are pure words,

like silver refined in a furnace on the ground,

purified seven times.” – Psalm 12:6

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 

and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” - Heb. 4:12



GOD

• “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” – Gen. 1:1

• “The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

Day to day pours out speech,

and night to night reveals knowledge.” – Psalm 19:1-2

• “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your might.” – Deuteronomy 6:4-5



GOD THE TRINITY

• “In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, 

power, and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost: 

the Father is of none, neither begotten, nor proceeding; the Son is eternally 

begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the 

Father and the Son.” – WCF, 2.3

• “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” – 2 Cor. 13:14

• “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 

that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” – Eph. 4:4-6



JESUS: THE WORD MADE FLESH

• “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God.  All things were made 

through him, and without him was not any thing 

made that was made. . . And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 

of grace and truth.” – John 1:1-3, 14



JESUS: THE FINAL WORD

• “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 

fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to 

us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 

whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory 

of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power. After making purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 

become as much superior to angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than theirs.” –Hebrews 1:1-4



SALVATION: 
NECESSARY BECAUSE OF SIN

• “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” – Rom. 3:23

• Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 

practices sin is a slave to sin.” – John 8:34

• “None is righteous, no, not one;

no one understands;

no one seeks for God.

All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;

no one does good,

not even one.” – Romans 3:10-12



SALVATION:
FOUND ONLY IN JESUS

• Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me.  - John 14:6

• And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no 

other name under heaven given among men by which 

we must be saved. – Acts 4:12

• For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life.  - John 3:16



SALVATION:
BY GRACE ALONE THROUGH FAITH ALONE

• For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.       

- Eph. 2:8-9

• But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God – John 1:12

• For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him 

is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 

because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

– John 3:17-18



THE ESSENTIALS OF OUR FAITH 
(FROM THE EPC)

• All Scripture is self-attesting and being Truth, requires our unreserved 

submission in all areas of life. The infallible Word of God, the 66 books 

of the Old and New Testaments, is a complete and unified witness to 

God's redemptive acts culminating in the incarnation of the Living 

Word, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible, uniquely and fully inspired by 

the Holy Spirit, is the supreme and final authority on all matters on 

which it speaks. On this sure foundation we affirm these Essentials:



GOD

• We believe in one God, the sovereign Creator 

and Sustainer of all things, infinitely perfect and 

eternally existing in three Persons: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. To Him be all honor, glory and 

praise forever!



JESUS

• Jesus Christ, the living Word, became flesh through His 

miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit and His virgin 

birth. He who is true God became true man united in one 

Person forever. He died on the cross a sacrifice for our sins 

according to the Scriptures. On the third day He arose 

bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven, where, at the 

right hand of the Majesty on High, He now is our High 

Priest and Mediator.



THE HOLY SPIRIT

• The Holy Spirit has come to glorify Christ and to 

apply the saving work of Christ to our hearts. He 

convicts us of sin and draws us to the Savior. 

Indwelling our hearts, He gives new life to us, 

empowers and imparts gifts to us for service. He 

instructs and guides us into all truth, and seals us 

for the day of redemption.



SALVATION

• Being estranged from God and condemned by 

our sinfulness, our salvation is wholly dependent 

upon the work of God's free grace. God credits 

His righteousness to those who put their faith in 

Christ alone for their salvation, thereby justifies 

them in His sight. Only such as are born of the 

Holy Spirit and receive Jesus Christ become 

children of God and heirs of eternal life.



THE CHURCH

• The true Church is composed of all persons who through saving 

faith in Jesus Christ and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit 

are united together in the body of Christ. The Church finds her 

visible, yet imperfect, expression in local congregations where 

the Word of God is preached in its purity and the sacraments 

are administered in their integrity; where scriptural discipline is 

practiced, and where loving fellowship is maintained. For her 

perfecting, she awaits the return of her Lord.



THE SECOND COMING

• Jesus Christ will come again to the earth—

personally, visibly, and bodily—to judge the living 

and the dead, and to consummate history and the 

eternal plan of God. "Even so, come, Lord Jesus" 

(Revelation 22:20).



THE GREAT COMMISSION

• The Lord Jesus Christ commands all believers to proclaim 

the Gospel throughout the world and to make disciples of 

all nations. Obedience to the Great Commission requires 

total commitment to "Him who loved us and gave Himself 

for us." He calls us to a life of self-denying love and service. 

"For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand that we 

should walk in them" (Ephesians 2:10).


