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Our Greatest Need:  

To Know God Better 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Pastor Jason Van Bemmel – Oct 18, 2015 

 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 

saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 

hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and 

what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 

of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at 

his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put 

all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the 

fullness of him who fills all in all. – Ephesians 1:15-23, ESV 

 

Two questions drive our lives more than any other. On the surface, they can seem like 

superficial questions easy enough to answer, but like many things that seem simple on the 

surface, they have an unseen depth that, when we explore it, turns out to be driving out lives. 

These questions are: 

 Who are you? 

 What do you want? 

On a superficial level, I could answer these questions a bunch of different ways: 

1. I am a man and I want a good steak for dinner. 

2. I am a Redskins fan and I want a miracle, like maybe a change in ownership. I am also an 

Orioles fan, so maybe make that two changes in ownership. 

3. I am a father and I want my kids to behave themselves and to be successful. 

But let’s get beyond the superficial:  

 Who are you, really? What is the core of your identity and how does that show 

itself in your life? 
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 What do you really want most of all? What’s your deepest aspiration? What do 

you see as your greatest need?  

Do your answers to either of these questions have anything to do with God? Maybe you’ll say 

“yes” because we’re in church. But what about tomorrow morning when you wake up and your 

feet hit the floor on another Monday morning. 

 

 Who are you, really? 

 What do you really want?  

 

We come this morning to the second half of Ephesians 1. While we spent five messages on the 

first 14 verses of this chapter, we’re going to look at the second half, verses 15-23, in one 

message this morning. What we’ve seen so far in verses 1-14 is that Paul sees his own identity 

and the core identity of the Ephesians believers as being wrapped up in Christ and the abundant 

spiritual blessings that God has poured out on them in Christ. Being in Christ – belonging to 

Christ and “being found in Him”- to use one of Paul’s expressions from another of his letters- is 

the core of Paul’s identity and the ground of his exuberant praise to God.  

 

Now as we turn to verse 15, we see the Apostle Paul praying for the Ephesians. First, he’s 

giving thanks for them and then he’s praying for them. And the reasons why he gives thanks for 

them and the core of what he prays for them show us what he values in them and what he 

seeks for them. As we look at these nine verses together, we can find the best, most enduring, 

most satisfying and most eternally relevant answers to our two key life questions.   

 

I. Ground for Thanksgiving 

 

Paul begins by saying, “For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints,  I do not cease to give thanks for you . . .”  

 

Paul regularly, faithfully prays for the Ephesians church and his prayers are marked by consistent 

thanksgiving for them. So, what prompted Paul’s faithful prayers of thanksgiving for the 

Ephesians and the Christians around them in Asia Minor? It was the report he heard about two 

specific things: their faith in the Lord Jesus and their love toward all the saints.  
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We can note two things here: 

 

A. Faith and Love 

 

Faith in Christ and love for fellow Christians are the two defining and distinguishing 

characteristics of true Christians. 

 

Now we need to be clear about what we mean and don’t mean here: When the Philippian jailer 

asked Paul and Silas in Acts 16, “What must I do to be saved?’ Paul answered, “Believe in the 

Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” So if we ask, “What is necessary 

for salvation?” the answer is simple “faith alone in Christ alone.” Because Christ has fully paid 

for all of our sins by His precious blood and has accomplished all that is necessary for our 

redemption, we cannot add anything to His work but we find salvation in Him alone!  

 

However, the Apostle John says in 1 John 4:7-12:  

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 

and knows God.  Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.  In this the 

love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him.  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us.” 

 

So, while we are justified by faith alone in Christ alone, if we belong to Jesus, we will love His 

people. If we’ve been loved by God, we will love others. Otherwise, how can we say that we 

know the love of God if we refuse to love others?  

 

So, the two distinguishing marks of a true believer, the sure evidence of God’s grace at work in 

a person’s life, are faith in the Lord Jesus and love for all the saints. Do we display these two 

marks? If we do, then we should rejoice and praise God. 
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B. Thanks to God? 

 

It is God’s grace alone that has worked faith in the hearts of the Ephesian Christians and has 

given them love – the fruit of the Holy Spirit – for one another. So Paul thanks God. 

 

 

II. Focus of Prayer: Knowing Him 

 

But Paul doesn’t just give thanks. He also prays for the Ephesians. The essence of his prayers 

for them is simple, focused and clear. In verse 17, he says he prays “that the God of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him” 

 

What is Paul’s one central prayer, his one true aspiration for the Ephesians? It is that they may 

know God. The knowledge of God is worth more than anything else is this life.  

 

In Psalm 27:4, David says, “One thing have I asked of the Lord, 

    that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

    all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 

    and to inquire in his temple.” 

 

In John 17:3, Jesus said, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

 

If you could have just one prayer request, would it be David’s – to dwell in the house of the 

Lord all the days of your life, in order to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His 

temple?  

 



5 
 

If someone asked you, “What is the essence of eternal life?” would you talk about living forever 

or would you respond as Jesus prayed in John 17:3, that the essence of eternal life is knowing 

the one true God and Jesus Christ His only Son. 

 

We pray for lots of things all the time, but how central is this request to our prayers for others 

and for ourselves? How aligned are our hearts and prayers with those of Paul, David and Jesus? 

Nothing is more important than truly knowing God.  

 

In his classic book, Knowing God, J.I. Packer distinguishes between knowledge about God and 

knowledge of God – between knowing about God and truly knowing God. Both are important. 

We must know about God. Packer says,  

“Knowing about God is crucially important for the living of our lives. As it would be 

cruel to an Amazonian tribesmen to fly him to London, put him down without 

explanation in Trafalgar Square and leave him, as one who knew nothing of English 

or England, to fend for himself, so we are cruel to ourselves if we try to live in this 

world without knowing about the God whose world it is and who runs it .The world 

becomes a strange, mad, painful place, and life in it a disappointing and unpleasant 

business, for those who do not know about God. Disregard the study of God, and 

you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through life blindfold, as it were, with 

no sense of direction, and no understanding of what surrounds you. This way you 

can waste your life and lose your soul.” ― J.I. Packer, Knowing God 

 

But we must also not be satisfied with just knowing about God. We must seek to have our 

knowledge about God transformed into true knowledge of God:  

“How can we turn our knowledge about God into knowledge of God? The 

rule for doing this is simple but demanding. It is that we turn each Truth that 

we learn about God into matter for meditation before God, leading to 

prayer and praise to God.” ― J.I. Packer, Knowing God 

 

Paul knows that the Ephesians already know about God. He also knows that they already know 

God personally, because they have faith in the Lord Jesus and love for all the saints. But he also 

knows that they need to know God better, more completely, more personally, more fully. So 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1145220.J_I_Packer
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/276686
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1145220.J_I_Packer
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/276686
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he prays – “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you 

the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him” In this request, we 

see the means God uses to grow us in knowledge of Him – the Holy Spirit.  

 

I think the ESV is right here to capitalize Spirit, though you may have a translation that does 

not. It’s a judgment call as to whether or not Paul is praying for God to give the Ephesians the 

Holy Spirit – “the Spirit of wisdom and revelation” or whether he is praying that God would 

make their spirits into spirits of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 

 

It seems best to understand Paul’s prayer to be that God would give the Holy Spirit in greater 

measure so that the Holy Spirit may enlighten the eyes of the hearts of the Ephesians –  

“that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit 

of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your 

hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called 

you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the 

immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe” 

 

So the Spirit comes and enlightens the eyes of our hearts, and as He does so, we know God 

better. Specifically, we come to know three things more deeply and fully -  

 

3 Aspects of Knowing God: 

 

A. Hope: “the hope to which he has called you”  

 

Hope is one of the most powerful forces in the world, and yet we underestimate it and 

trivialize it. We say, “I hope it doesn’t rain today” or “I hope Maryland hires a good football 

coach.” But Biblical hope is not wishful thinking. Hebrews 6 says our hope is an anchor for our 

souls, tied to Jesus Himself who has entered heaven and established for us a new and living 

way to God through His own crucified and resurrected flesh. Our hope is sure, solid, living 

and personal, because our hope is Jesus.  
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The more we truly know and understand our hope, the hope to which God has called us, the 

stronger we are in our spirits and the more immune we are to the devil’s tricks and the 

world’s allurements.  

 

B. Inheritance: “the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints”  

 

This second aspect of knowing God that Paul prays for is a little trickier to understand. Like all 

the references to inheritance in this chapter, this verse could be interpreted as the inheritance 

God gives us in the saints or as the inheritance which God Himself has in the saints. The Bible 

does teach that, in the end, Christ will receive the nations from the Father as an inheritance 

and also that Jesus will, in turn, hand over the kingdom to the Father. This is taught in Psalm 2 

and 1 Cor. 15. The Bible also teaches that we have laid up for us an inheritance that cannot be 

taken from us but is being kept in heaven by God for us.  

 

So either of these views – that we are part of God’s inheritance in the kingdom of God among 

the nations or that God has a rich inheritance kept in store for us – can be seen as a valid, 

Biblical understanding of this prayer. And they’re both really powerful and wonderful things 

for us to know:  

 

The riches of Christ’s inheritance are found in the saints, the believers gathered from 

every tribe, tongue, people and nation who will one day worship together with one voice 

around His throne. If you belong to Jesus, you are part of the riches of His inheritance. 

 

AND 

 

Every believer has a rich inheritance from God, kept in heaven for all the saints. I 

believe the essence of our inheritance is God Himself. God inherits us and we inherit God. 

That’s in keeping with the central promise of the covenant of Grace – the Grace Covenant – 

that God makes throughout the Bible: “You will be my people and I will be your God.” 

This is the final consummation of the ages, the goal of all human history, reached in Revelation 

21: 1-4: 
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“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband.3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  

 

C. Power: “the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe” –  

 

So we have hope- the hope of his calling- and we have an inheritance, but what will get us 

from where we are now to that great and glorious day when the inheritance is received? It is 

the power of God – His immeasurably great power toward us who believe. We are saved by 

the power of God and we are kept by the power of God. This supreme power of God is 

embodied in the Supreme Person, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

III. Proclamation of the Supremacy of Christ 

 

“the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working 

of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 

at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 

come.” 

 

The same power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him at the right hand of God is 

now at work in us who believe. Think about that: “his power toward us who believe” is 

“according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places” 
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A. Christ reigns supreme.  

 

How mighty is God’s power toward us who believe? One way to answer that question is to ask 

this question: How supremely does Christ reign? Christ reigns “far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 

the one to come.” His reign is supreme and unchallenged- eternal, cosmic, unrivaled, ultimate.  

 

The supremacy of Christ’s reign should prompt two things in us: strong worship and deep 

encouragement: 

 Strong worship, because Christ is clearly worthy of our worship.  

 Deep encouragement, because the same power is at work in us and because Paul tells 

us that God “put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 

church.” 

 

B. Christ is Given to The church is His body.  

 

And then this section ends with a strong and perhaps unexpected statement about the church. 

Not only is Christ given “as head over all things to the church” but the church “is his body, the 

fullness of him who fills all in all.” The church is the Body of Christ and also is said to be the 

fullness of Christ- the fullness of him who fills all in all. How should we understand this?  

The simplest way seems to be to understand that we, the church, as the Body of Christ, fill the 

world with the presence of Christ. How does Christ rule over the nations? How does He 

gather in the nations as His inheritance? How does His love spread throughout the world? 

Through His body, the church. He is given to us as our head and we are given to Him as His 

fullness, that through us He might fill the world with His kingdom rule and presence.  

 

Does all of this blow you away – that this is what God would have in store for us? That this is 

what God has given and planned for us? It should blow you away and it should help you see 

why knowing God and His purposes is the highest aspiration you can ever have- for God is 

supreme and supremely worthy of knowing and His ways are wonderful beyond all telling and 

His plan for His people is to marvelous to be imagined.  
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Application: I said at the beginning that your deepest and truest answers to two key questions 

drive the direction of much of your life:  

 Who are you, really? And 

 What do you really want? 

 

Who are you, really? If you belong to God through faith in Christ, then your identity is found 

in being a greatly blessed, deeply loved, adopted child of God. You are further identified as a 

redeemed, forgiven member of the body of Christ. 

 

What do you really want? If your aspirations line up with those of the Apostle Paul, what 

you should want more than anything is to know God, to truly know Him more and more, 

specifically to know the hope of His calling, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints 

and His immeasurably great power toward us who believe.  

 

And ultimately, you should long to see the day when Christ’s rightful position “far above all rule 

and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named” is fully and openly 

acknowledged on earth as it is in heaven. That is how Jesus taught us to pray, is it not?  

 

If we allow these truths to truly grip our hearts, our minds, our imaginations, our affections and 

our aspirations, they will radically change the way we pray, the way we dream, the way our we 

envision and live our lives, the way we think about Jesus and the way we think about His 

church.  

 

In short, the truths of this chapter, which we’ve now spent six weeks considering, should lead 

us to echo Paul’s litany of praise in verses 3-14 and then to pray as Paul does in verses 15-23, 

and as we praise and pray, and pray and praise, we will continue to be led by the Spirit onward 

and upward to the throne of God by His Gospel grace and His glorious Son!  

 


