
Encouraging Words: 
The Meek Messiah 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.” Matthew 5:5 
“Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.” Matthew 11:29 

 
By: Associate Pastor Matt 

As we enter the final stretch of the Advent Season & Christmas 
Day draws ever nearer- and the end of the year 2020 (believe it or not!), 
I pray that you and I would increasingly feel the ‘tension’ of yearning for 
Christ’s 2nd Advent (future) while remembering what He accomplished 
and taught us through His 1st Coming (past) so that we might live 
faithful and godly lives in the here and now (present)! 
 
God is always doing far abundantly more than we can ask or think 
(Ephesians 3:20)- He is at work in billions of ways at a single moment in 
time, and He does it all for His glory (Romans 11:36) and our good 
(Romans 8:28).  God has used the trials of 2020 as a microscope of 
examination, exposing many realities not only in the world, but also in 
the church.  2020 has brought different suffering our way.  1 Peter 4:17 
says  For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God? God is sovereign in our suffering and He uses it to expose 
our idols and reveal our blindspots and purify us and strengthen our 
faith and increase our love for Him and His people.  In His grace, our 
end is not eternal judgment- but eternal peace with God. 
 
The “pressure cooker/power keg” climate of 2020 has served as a 
blacklight to expose many things.  As I have reflected on the 1st Coming 
of Christ, His meekness, or gentleness, sticks out to me as something 
believers desperately need to pray for if we want to be the light of the 



world in a divisive and incessantly ‘triggered’ (easily angered, factitious, 
tribal) culture. 
 
The word “meek” is found in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5: 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  The same word in 
the original language is used in Galatians 5:23 to refer to the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit known as “gentleness.”   
 
How do we define “meekness” and “gentleness?” What does it look like 
to be meek?  Looking at the uses of this term in scripture can illuminate 
our understanding.  Let’s briefly observe a few texts to better 
understand meekness: 
 

● Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Psalm 37 is sometimes viewed as the background for this verse 
(There are various references to inheriting the land and 
considering the lot of evildoers in Psalm 37).  The opposite of 
meekness is being controlled by yearning for what does not belong 
to us.  For example, vengeance against wrongdoers by improperly 
taking justice into our own hands (think Romans 1`2:19-21) would 
be the opposite of meekness.  Psalm 37 helps us here- we are 
encouraged to yearn for the new earth we will inherit, but we are 
also told to wait patiently and not unleash wrath and anger- God 
will deal with evildoers in His timing.  Texts which speak on our 
future inheritance like Romans 8 and 1 Corinthians 3:21-23 are 
also helpful to consider when we suffer wrong. 

● Matthew 21:5 Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and 
mounted on a donkey.  Jesus entered Jerusalem before His 
crucifixion in a way not typical of Kings- not with grandiose and 
pomp and circumstance, but on a humble beast and clothed in 



humility.  His return will be accompanied by different 
circumstances and a different purpose (Revelation 19:11-16). 

● James 1:21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant 
wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is 
able to save your souls.  Putting this verse alongside Romans 10:17 
and 1 Peter 1:23 shows us how utterly essential God’s Word is for 
our salvation.  Regarding James 1:21, John Piper is helpful: “In this 
context of hearing the word of God, meekness surely means 
something like “teachability” or “readiness to submit” to God’s word. 
The opposite of receiving the word with meekness would be to 
receive it suspiciously, because you doubt that all of it is true or 
good for you; or to receive it partially because you want to reserve 
the right to pick and choose what parts of it you will follow; or to 
receive it with the cocky self-assurance that you can understand it 
and apply it without God’s merciful help.” 

● James 3:13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good 
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.  In this 
verse wisdom is not just “head knowledge” and intellectual 
information, but something we demonstrate in our actions. It is 
contrasted in James with bitter jealousy and selfish ambition. 
More on this later. 

● In 1 Peter 3:4, gentleness in wives is manifested through inward 
conduct in contrast to outward physical appearance. 

● In 1 Corinthians 4:21 and 2 Corinthians 10:1, meekness/gentleness 
is contrasted in Paul’s visits to a rod or boldness face to face. 

● In Galatians 6:1 gentleness is necessary to restore those who sin. 
● In 2 Timothy 2:25 & 1 Peter 3:15 gentle speech is necessary to 

correct opponents of the gospel and make a defense for the 
gospel. 

● In Galatians 5:23, Ephesians 4:2, and Colossians 3:12, gentleness is 
something Christians are called to display. 



● Matthew 11:29 “Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart.”  Jesus declares meekness to be one of His qualities. 
 

In Numbers 12:3, we come across this curious verse:  Now the man 
Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of the 
earth.  The context of this verse is Moses’ leadership being challenged 
by his brother Aaron and his sister Miriam because of his marriage to a 
Cushite woman.  God immediately shows up to defend His servant 
Moses and- long story short- Aaron and Miriam learn their lesson!  If 
we look at meekness as it is defined in James 3:13 and consider James 3 
we see a parallel in these two texts.  While Aaron and Miriam’s 
opposition to Moses likely included some racist and prejudiced 
disposition towards his wife (In Numbers 12:1 twice her Cushite 
ethnicity is highlighted), it is also revealed that Aaron and Miriam were 
filled with bitter jealousy and selfish ambition by their desire toexalt 
themselves and lower their brother’s position (In Numbers 12:2 their 
accusation seems to reveal a desire for greater appreciation or power). 
Their quarrel with Moses revealed evil passions in their heart (James 4). 
Notice then that Moses is highlighted for his meekness in Numbers 12:3 
to contrast his conduct with that of Aaron and Miriam’s. 
 
From these texts I want to make the following observations about 
meekness aka gentleness: 
 

● Meekness is the opposite of being evilly occupied with self 
(self-assertiveness in self-interests) 

● Meekness is the opposite of anxious self-promotion and vain 
show-boating (bragging on our own greatness) 

● Meekness is NOT the same thing as passivity that does nothing 
and is helplessly steamrolled.  Meekness involves active trusting in 
God and His promises and goodness.   



● Meekness involves long-suffering and waiting patiently for justice 
by relying on God’s strength when mistreated. 

● Meekness is the opposite of anger.  Anger cares more about being 
right in an argument than being right in a relationship (defending 
doctrine in a way that recklessly destroys relationships would be 
one example).  Anger demands self-justice and wants to engage in 
retaliation immediately (i.e. Children disobey their parents, the 
parent responds with angry yelling). 

 
We desperately need God’s help to be a meek people.  If it’s not clear by 
now, meekness is not weakness- it requires great strength and spiritual 
effort, and it’s not something we can manufacture in our own power.   
 
Meekness is not the way of the world, but it should be the way of the 
church. In a culture where retaliations are the norm, we can 
demonstrate meekness by not seeking vengeance.  Instead of 
dismissing the conversation or slinging condescension and slurs, we 
can enter into patient dialogue. On social media, views, retweets and 
likes are frequently a cause of selfish ambition and bitter jealousy.  “I 
earned it, I deserve it more” is a veiled cloak used to justify taking 
advantage of others in the corporate world.   
 
The world loves bold acceptance of sin, not the gentle reason and 
meekness of Christ that confronts it.  The crown of thorns is despised. 
Yet the beatitude of the King reigns true: The meek will inherit the 
earth.  Let us put meekness to work as we patiently wait. 
 

In regards to the final judgment, Jesus tells us in Matthew 25:34 
that the King will tell his people “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.”  How did these inherit the kingdom- inherit the earth, but by 



meekness?  They didn’t live for their selfish wants- they gave meekly for 
the needs of others.  They fed hungry, visited the sick, clothed the 
naked, and so on.  Jesus says in Matthew 25:40, “The King will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”  
 

My family had a number of Advent & Christmas traditions.  One of 
my favorites growing up was putting up one “ornament” on a cloth 
ornament Advent calendar for each of the 24 days leading up to 
Christmas during December.  Christmas foods always ‘made the season 
bright.’  Frosted sugar cookies of Christmas-y designs, ‘merry pigs,’ a 
snack my mom aptly titled ‘trash’ which was basically buttered, toasted, 
and seasoned cheerios, chex, and pretzel sticks.  My parents would 
bend the rules and let us open one present on Christmas Eve most 
years.  And then there was the competition between me and my sister 
to find the green pickle ornament hidden in the tree-to the victor went 
the spoils of another present! 
 

Once I became a believer late in High School my love for endless 
presents and satisfying my gut started to erode over time in 
comparison to an increasing hunger to know God.  My Christmases at 
home during college break were some of the sweetest of all those 
years- my dad was no longer just an earthly father, but my eternal 
brother through the blood of Christ.  Every Christmas Eve/Day my dad 
would read from Matthew and Luke’s “birth narrative of Jesus” .  On 
Christmas Eve he would also read a poem to us called “The Shoemaker’s 
Dream.”  If you read this story in light of Matthew 25:31-46, it becomes 
all the richer.   As we ponder the meekness of our Savior in His first 
coming, I thought it fitting to share with you that we might ponder the 
mystery of the incarnation and His meek and lowly life all the more, and 
imitate Him and prepare for His return by living meek and gentle lives. 



The Shoemaker’s Dream* 
* From my research, I have been unable to find the original origins of this story or 
any publishing information.  While it is shared freely and attributed to an 
anonymous source, a few have attributed it to a man named Edwin Markham, a 
poet.  I have been unable to find the origins of this poem.  If anyone has further 
information, please let me know that we may give proper credit. 
 
Once there was a cobbler named Conrad, a godly man. 

One night Conrad had dreamed that the next day Christ was 
coming to his humble shop.  He got up early the next morning and went 
to the woods to gather green boughs to decorate his shpo so that it 
would be an appropriate place in which to receive so great a guest. 

He waited all morning, but the only thing that happened was that 
an old man shuffled up, asking to rest.  The cobbler saw that his shoes 
were worn through.  “I’ll give you a new pair,” he said, and put on the 
old man the sturdiest shoes in the shop before sending him on his way. 

He waited through the afternoon and the only happening was that 
an old woman carrying a heavy load of sticks and twigs came by.   She 
was weary, and out of compassion Conrad brought her in and gave her 
some of the food he had prepared for the Christ Child.  Refreshed, she 
finally went on her way.  

Then, as night began to fall, there came into his shop a lost child, 
crying bitterly.  Conrad was annoyed because it was necessary to leave 
his shop in order to take the child home, for she lived on the opposite 
side of the city. 

Returned, he was convinced that he had missed the Lord.  Sadly 
he lived through the moments as he had imagined them: the knock, the 
call, the latch pulled up, the lighted face, the offered cup.  He would 
have kissed the hands where the nails had been, washed the feet where 
the spikes had entered.  Then the Lord would have sat with him, would 
have broken bread. 



Conrad cried, “Why is it, Lord, that your feet delay?  Have You 
forgotten that this was the day?”  Then, soft in the silence a voice he 
heard: 

“Lift up your heart for I kept my word. 
Three times I came to your friendly door;  
Three times my shadow was on your floor. 
I was the beggar with bruised feet; 
I was the woman you gave to eat; 
I was the child on the homeless street.” 

 


