
“What are some of the goals behind parenting?” 
● What does the world say are our responsibilities in parenting? 
● What does God say are our responsibilities in parenting? 

 
The world: Parents should help their children: 

1) learn behavior modification (not necessarily heart change towards 
God) and, 

2) be prepared for personal success (being accepted by other people, 
succeeding in sports/academics/hobbies/and financially in a career) 
 
God: Parents should teach their children in knowing God & His ways 

1) Part of this discipleship certainly includes providing for children, 
correcting their behaviors with the gospel in mind and preparing them 
for their future (career, friend and potential spouse choices, etc) 

2) The gospel teaches us though that ultimately we want our kids to be 
a part of God’s kingdom and we want to prepare them to lay their 
lives down in obedience to God wherever that takes them, even to 
the ends of the earth 

3) John Wesley on school: “For what end do you send your children to 
school?  Why, that they may be fit to live in the world.  In which world 
do you mean- this or the next?  Perhaps you thought of this world 
only and had forgot that there is a world to come; yea, and one that 
will last forever!” 

4) Wesley on business careers: “Surely, if you love or fear God 
yourself, this will be your first consideration: ‘In what business will 
your son be most likely to love and serve God?  In what employment 
will he have the greatest advantage for laying up treasure in heaven?’ 
I have been shocked above measure in observing how little this is 
attended to, even by pious parents!  Even these consider only how he 
may get most money; not how he may get most holiness!...Upon this 
motive they fix him in a business which will necessarily expose him to 
such temptations as will leave him not a probability, if a possibility, of 
serving God.  O savage parents!  Unnatural, diabolical cruelty- if you 
believe there is another world.” 

 

 



As we understand the gospel and who God is and who we are, we begin to 
have a new understanding of our children’s identity as eternal beings. 
 
We begin to see the identity of our children through the lens of 4 prisms: 
Creation, the Fall, Christ, and the Consummation of all things 
 
1) how God created the world- according to Genesis 1, they are made in 
God’s image male & female and are fearfully and wonderfully made 
 
2) how the Fall bringing sin into the world affected everything- our children 
have hearts that are desperately inclined to sinful desire (this releases us 
from putting our identity in how our kids behave) 
 
3) Christ took the just and holy wrath of God in our place that we deserved 
in eternal Hell as our substitute on the cross and gifted us His perfect 
righteousness. This means that if my child is not a Christian then I would 
agonize in prayer and plead with them to know the Lord, and if they are a 
Christian I rejoice knowing that they do not belong to me- they are not my 
possession, they belong to God. I’ve been entrusted with them. 
 
4) If we view our children and grandchildren from an eternal perspective, 
we know that they are eternal beings who will spend forever in the 
presence of God in joy or apart from His presence in constant torment and 
judgment.  This is extremely heavy to consider, but we must consider it so 
that we always reform our lives to redeem the time. This helps us to see 
our children as eventual peers with whom we may worship God with great 
joy forever and ever.  Knowing God is the greatest joy of all. 
 
What is family discipleship (worship)? 

●  DESCRIPTIVE- examples of families who taught their children 
(where a practice could be implied by being described) 

○ Examples where it could be implied that parental-child 
discipleship occurred 

■ Genesis 4- Abel and Cain (how did Abel know how to 
offer a right sacrifice?) 

 



■ Job 1:5- prayer for his kids (contrast with “praying a 
prayer” and ‘Move Along’ attitude in our generation) 
And when the days of the feast had run their course, Job 
would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early 
in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the 
number of them all. For Job said, “It may be that my 
children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus 
Job did continually. 

■ Joshua 24:31 all the elders who outlived Joshua 
continued to guide the people in serving the Lord 

■ 2 Timothy 1:5 Timothy’s mom (Eunice) and grandma 
(Lois) both believers 

● PRESCRIPTIVE- commands (Where God says “Do this”) 
○ Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

○ Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (Home and Abroad) 4 “Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 
6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of 
your house and on your gates. 

○ Psalm 78:1-8 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your 
ears to the words of my mouth! 2 I will open my mouth in a 
parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3 things that we 
have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. 4 We will 

 



not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming 
generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the 
wonders that he has done. 5  He established a testimony in 
Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 
fathers to teach to their children, 6 that the next generation might 
know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to 
their children, 7 so that they should set their hope in God and 
not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments; 8 and 
that they should not be like their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not 
steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

○ Ephesians 6:1-4 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first 
commandment with a promise), 3 “that it may go well with you 
and that you may live long in the land.” 4 Fathers, do not 
provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

 
Don’t subcontract your responsibility for their spiritual growth!! 
Church should be a vital part of this- they need to learn to submit to 
pastoral leadership and learn to submit to others in the body of 
Christ.  They need others to teach them God’s Word.  They need to 
learn the ordinances (baptism and the Lord’s Supper).  They need to 
learn the importance of regenerate church membership.  They need to 
learn to obey the commands of God He gives us in the context of 
community (the “One Anothers”).  But this does not shirk our 
responsibility that God has commanded each of us to teach our own 
children God’s ways as well.  
 
A helpful analogy here:  

● There are certain tasks you would hand off to a professional (i.e.- call 
a plumber, electrician, etc.) 

● There are certain tasks that can only be done relationally (i.e.- only a 
husband should take his wife on a date!) 

 



 
While pastors and other teachers in the church may teach (in our eyes) 
from a more “professional level” (by the way, we don’t have it all figured out 
either!), there is a relational task in disciple making only you can do 
for your children. 
 

● Dream a dream of legacy- Your great-grandchildren may not know 
you very well, but will they know your legacy? 

● Don’t be fatalists stuck in the past and in a rut that you can never 
break free of what you inherited- you’re born again, create new things  

● Traditions start somewhere, maybe they’ll start with you! 
● For newlyweds to full homes to empty nesters, family worship is 

relevant for all of us! 
 
Why do family discipleship? 
 

Five Common Objections 
1) What’s the point? How can we not afford to give God and His Word 

priority in our life?  How seriously do you take God’s Word or care for 
the eternal well-being of your loved ones?  

2) Not out of burdensome guilt, but as a free response to God’s grace- 
Not I HAVE TO, but I GET TO (flower analogy)- we fail at this!! 

3) I don’t have enough Time- do you have time for your hobbies, but not 
God? 

4) I don’t know what I’m doing Skills- TASKS differences SKILLS VS 
RELATIONSHIP (plumber vs dad). You may feel like you don’t know 
anything, but practice makes better (not perfect as the phrase lies 
about!)...Make IT Simple “Mis or you’ll Miss” 

5) Hypocrisy- I’m not good enough- I’ve failed (haven’t been doing 
devotional together before, maybe ever- got angry at your kids 30 
minutes before family worship time) 

 
Joshua 24:15  And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day 
whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region 

 



beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 

 
What needs to happen next in your children’s spiritual development? 

We’ll give ideas in two lessons: 
1) Family Devotions (Planned, Intentional Family Worship time) 
2) Faith Talks (Planned &/or Spontaneous gospel-centered intentional 

or ‘off the cuff’ conversations) 
 
➔ We need more church in the family and more family in the church 

 
➔ Give our families our best instead of our leftovers 

 
➔ Martin Luther- Home is a “school for character” 

-in the home we rehearse the gospel over and over and over 
Confess sin, extend forgiveness, receive grace, and on and on  
 
➔ Past generations: Expected that families would study the Bible 

together 
Example: The Directory for Family Worship (1647) 
-elders were required to keep families worshipping together to the point that 
if a father/husband neglected family worship and it was a persistent 
neglect, they would go rebuke him privately and if he continued to neglect 
after he would be suspended and barred from the Lord’s Supper and was 
unworthy to commune until he repented. 
-I definitely don’t think we need to go that far and make family devotions a 
matter of church discipline by any means- don’t get me wrong!  But my 
burning zeal would be for the church to recover a passion for family 
discipleship like they had- oh to know God and His ways!! 
 
Matthew Henry on family worship: 
http://truthlife.net/2009/01/01/a-church-in-the-house-a-sermon-concerning-f
amily-religion-by-matthew-henry/ 

 


