Serving At-Risk Families in Guatemala
Summer 2017

The Amazing Strength of Serving At-Risk Families!
God has blessed Servants with
The Lopez-Ramirez Family and the
many ways we work and interact
with all 15 of them. This family
has been through a lot—maybe
even more than most Guatemalan
families who live in severe
poverty.

several weeks until the family
was able to do it themselves.

As a result of contracting TB,
SARF discovered some of the
children were malnourished.
Because of generous
donations we received from
our Donors and Family
With the help of some of our
Sponsors, we began providing
mission teams, SARF had the
monthly nutrition baskets to the
opportunity to build a 20-foot high family, which includes fresh
retaining wall along the back of
foods and meat along with
their tiny piece of land to prevent it nutritional drinks and groceries
from washing away down the
that provide essential nutrients so
mountain during the rainy
the kids can grow stronger and
season. If the land breaks away
healthier. This will decrease their
and slides down the steep slope,
susceptibility to diseases such as
so will the family’s small home.
tuberculosis.
SARF has also been able to see
them through the difficulty of
illness, including tuberculosis
(TB), and of going through the
almost year-long TB treatments
required to cure it. Our

Aminta with four of her children
missionaries walked them through
the process of registering with a
local medical clinic to receive free
TB treatments and with
transporting them for their
medicine and daily checkup for

Aminta, the single mother of this
family, has been going through a
personal battle. Because of our
missionaries’ close relationship
with her, they were able to help
her not only financially, but also
emotionally and physically. Our
missionaries in Guatemala were
also able to provide logistical and
emotional support for the kids as
they had to fend for themselves
while the matriarch was not able to
be there to care for them for
many weeks. Now that Aminta
is back home, she is
continually humbled by the
grace of God and the
provisions He has blessed
upon this family, not only
through the SARF ministry,
but also through her local
church. She is currently being
considered for a leadership
role to better serve her church
and her community.

Aminta with some of her family
“But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ’s power may rest on
me.” That is why, for Christ’s sake,
I delight in weaknesses, in insults,
in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when I am weak,
then I am strong. —2 Cor 12:9-10
To learn more of Aminta’s story,
please Click Here.
To sponsor Aminta and her family,
please Click Here.

Aminta with some of her family

An Education is Priceless!!
The Perez family moved to
Linda Vista, Guatemala 15
years ago hoping to obtain
employment so the family
could survive. They moved
from Nebaj, which is a very,
very poor area hidden in the
highlands of Guatemala.
Unfortunately, their lack of
education and Juanita’s
illiteracy has stifled their
chances of success so they
remain in their family’s
continuing poverty cycle.
The cycle of poverty is a
phenomenon where poor
families become impoverished
for at least three generations
so there are no surviving
ancestors who possess and
can transmit the intellectual,
social, and cultural capital
necessary to stay out of or
change their impoverished
condition. Such families have
either limited or no resources.
But that doesn’t mean

families do not have a desire
to break their poverty cycle!
Families that live in extreme
poverty see school as an
impossible cost. Families don’t
understand that keeping their
children home to work instead
of going to school continues
the poverty cycle for the next
generation.

supplies and
backpacks.

Gather your classmates, your
school clubs, your friends and
family and when you purchase
a backpack for school, buy a
second one to send to
Guatemala. W hen you raise
money this summer with jobs,
yard sales, and lemonade
Serving at-Risk Families
stands, give 10% toward the
(SARF) raises money to send
education of our Guatemalan
all of the children from each
SARF children. W hen you
family in the program to school have VBS at your church,
and provides their tuition,
consider raising money for
uniform, books, supplies,
education. Tell your Youth
shoes, and backpack.
Leader to schedule a 24-Hours
in Poverty event to help fund
By giving them a quality
education. Let us know your
education, the opportunities
ideas to raise $15,000!
for employment upon
graduation increases
For more information, please
dramatically.
contact Chris Gohn at

This year’s Backpack
Campaign needs to raise
$15,000 for tuition,
uniforms, shoes, school

chris@servants.org. To
donate, please Click Here
To Sponsor the Perez
Family, please Click Here.

$15,000

$10,000

$5,000

It Takes A “Village”
To Educate A Child!
Byron Mercado
has had a few
tough years in
school. W hen his
family came to
SARF, he had
already failed 3rd
grade once and
was on his way
to failing
again. After
failing a second
time, the school said that he could not
attend again.
SARF helped him move to a different
school where he did better, but not by
much, so SARF began to search for what
was causing the issue with his learning.
After missionaries confirmed that he did
not have a learning disability, it was
discovered that his class behavior was
disrespectful and that he needed to
focus more on the tasks the teacher was
assigning to him. After talking with his
mom about how SARF could help him
more, she asked if it would be possible
to send him to a school closer to their
home so that she could have regular
contact with his teachers and the
principal. Additionally, his mom asked
the school for additional help with
Byron’s math, his most difficult subject.
Now he is doing great with all subjects
and he actually enjoys attending
school. He is able to pay attention in
class, although sometimes he complains
that the teachers are a little strict. The
added discipline in school and the
greater involvement of his mom is just
what he needed. Without the help of
Family Sponsors, Backpack
Campaign Donors and SARF, Byron
may have flunked out of school for good
with a only a 2nd grade education.
Please continue to pray for him as he
grows with this momentum of success on
his journey toward graduation and future
employment! If you would like to sponsor
the Mercado-Giron Family, please Click
Here

Last year a York County High School Honors Spanish Class
collected school supplies for our kids in SARF. What a huge
blessing as the teacher dropped off bags upon bags of much
needed school supplies. Some of the school supplies in
Guatemala are much more expensive than they are in the
States and our SARF children need them for school.
When you are shopping for back to school items, please
consider picking up a few school supplies. W e will send these
supplies with our October SARF Mission Team to take with
them for our SARF kids in school. The new school year in
Guatemala begins in January, 2018.
Backpacks
Pens – Black, Blue, or Red (they are used equally and
most kids need 2 of each)
Pencils – Most common are #2HB – triangular number 2,
2B, and 2H are also used frequently
Erasers (not the ones that go on top of the
pencils)
Small Pencil Sharpeners
Spiral notebooks of 70, 80, or 100 count
4 or 8 ounce containers of school glue
Highlighters
Mini staplers
12 count colored pencils
Black permanent markers
30 cm rulers (12 in)
Pencil holders (bag form with zipper)
Rolls of masking tape
Black whiteboard markers
8.5x11 Copy paper
Office sized manila envelopes
Packs of construction paper
Scissors with the rounded tips (best with
plastic protective case)
Compasses (math tool with pencil)
Lined paper
Rolls of scotch tape

Calling All Youth Groups!
“24 Hours in Poverty” is a
youth group experience
created by Servants and
intended to Teach and
Empower groups of young
people to battle poverty
through knowledge, prayer,
and fundraising for our
Serving at-Risk Families in

Guatemala.
This program sends students
through daily life activities
and relationships that those
living in extreme poverty
experience on a daily basis.
There is an array of village
life activities, games, Bible
studies and prayer events.

Do you have 24 hours to
teach your youth about
poverty?
Please contact Chris Gohn at
chris@servants.org for
details or to schedule an
event at your church this fall.
To get more information,
please Click Here

When God Calls Us...
This summer, SARF has two
interns working with our
missionaries and families. Alexa
Palmer and Andrew W hite joined
the team in June for a few weeks.
In an interview with Andrew, we
discovered how God is speaking to
him through his internship.

-What would you tell
someone else who is
thinking about being an
intern with Servants?

I was led to contact Servants when
I learned about the SARF ministry
and its long-term impact on the
lives of families in poverty. I was
really interested in the opportunity
to serve as an intern.”

God's calling in your
life?

“I would encourage anyone
thinking about interning with
Servants to, first of all, do
it! Approach the experience
- Why did you decide to intern
with flexibility and as a
with Servants?
learner. Don’t be afraid to
meet new people and do
“I began my journey toward a
new things, embrace the
summer internship with Servants
following a short-term mission trip. chance to join in as part of
God’s work, and to
With a heart for and a calling to
experience firsthand how
full-time international missions, I
began looking for opportunities to Servants does ministry on a
day-to-day, behind-thereturn to Guatemala. I wanted to
scenes basis.”
stay longer and work with a
ministry that fit with my long-term
- How has your internship
ministry goals and calling.
better helped you discern

“My internship with
Servants has further
Andrew White and Dylan Brobst climbing a volcano
solidified my sense of
“If I had the chance to go back and
calling to full-time international
do it all over again, I definitely
-From the internship, what was missions and has taught me
would!”
valuable
lessons
about
what
it
the best experience during your
takes to be in full-time ministry. I
time?
If you’re interested in learning
have learned more about what
about internships with SARF,
“One of the most beneficial
direction God is leading me in
please contact Dylan Brobst
experiences of my internship was
ministry, and I have had my heart
(Dylan@Servants.org).
the many opportunities to meet
renewed with an even stronger
and to spend time with the SARF
love for the culture, language, and To sign up for a mission trip to
families, to hear their stories, and people of Guatemala.”
Guatemala, please Click Here or
to learn the steps the SARF team
contact Kate Reed
-If you had to do it all over
takes to meet their needs.”
(KateReed@servants.org).

again, would you?
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Mission Trip Opportunities!
Jan 4-10, 2018

Crafts and School Supply Deliveries
**If you would like to meet the family you sponsor or learn more about the
SARF ministry, this is a great 6-day Mission Trip to do so.

Feb 17-24, 2018

Medical Team

Jun 21-30, 2018

Birthday Party and Kids Events

Jul 6-14, 2018

Trip is full!

Jul 9-26, 2018

Trip is full!

Aug 16-25, 2018

Interacting with the SARF families

Oct 18-27, 2018

Interacting with the SARF families

If God is calling you to serve His children through our Serving at -Risk Families ministry, please email Kate
at KateReed@Servants.org or Click Here for more information. A $200 deposit will hold your trip
reservation.

SARF Mission Trip—June, 2017

