
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAKOUT SESSION QUESTIONS  



 
 
Week 1  
Text: Luke 18:18–30 
Topic(s): Rich Young Ruler, Idolatry, Priorities 
Big Idea of the Message: Following Jesus means we are willing to reprioritize what 
matters in life, and sometimes people just cannot see the value in that.  
Application Point: Following Jesus means that we are open to letting him ask of us, 
“What do you hold most dear in life, and are you willing to do what I ask you with it?” 
 
Response Questions: 
 

1. Based on how the story ends, what do you think was really at the heart of 
the rich ruler’s address of Jesus as “Good Teacher”?  
 

2. In what ways do we sometimes approach Jesus in our own prayer lives 
the same way as the ruler? How can we listen better to our petitions so 
that we can better hear Jesus’s response to us?  

 
3. What do you think Jesus means by this statement: “It is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God” (Luke 18:25)? Why would this have been difficult for the 
disciples to understand? Is it difficult for us to understand today? Why? 

 
4. Put yourself in the place of the rich ruler. What one thing do you think 

Jesus might say you lack that you need to “sell" and distribute the returns 
to the poor? How does that make you feel?  

 

  



 
 
Week 2 
Text: John 9:13–34 
Topic(s): Spiritual Blindness, Trust, Fear  
Big Idea of the Message: Jesus heals a man born blind, but the religious leaders 
simply cannot see the full power of the healing. 
Application Point: Following Jesus means that we are willing to let him move in ways 
that will even challenge what we believe about him. 
 
Response Questions: 
 

1. Read John 8:12–9:12. How do these verses set the stage for Jesus’s 
healing of the man born blind? What is John’s Gospel contrasting in these 
verses?  
 

2. What would be the most difficult thing to understand about Jesus’s healing 
of the man born blind on the Sabbath? 
 

3. What might be something that Jesus could do in today’s world that might 
make someone question whether he is working for God? Why? 
 

4. Tom Wright says, “This story speaks to the many dark places in our world 
today, and no doubt many dark places within our individual lives, where 
fear, resentment, shock and anxiety cripple our understanding, restrict our 
faith and stifle our love. The only way through is to follow the small 
signpost we find in the middle of the passage. The man who had been 
blind was at least prepared to say that Jesus was a prophet” (N. T. Wright, 
John for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1–10 [London: Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, 2002], 139, Logos). How does this signpost help us 
to listen more clearly to what God is doing? How might this help us start a 
conversation with someone who is searching for answers?   



 
 
Week 3 
Text: John 8:48–59 
Topic(s): Spiritual Blindness, Pride, Doubt, Fear 
Big Idea of the Message: Jesus’s claims about himself call into question the 
convictions people have about life.   
Application Point: We must be willing to ask questions of our beliefs about Jesus that 
will shape the way we live out our faith.   
 
Response Questions: 

 
1. What is most challenging thing for you to explain about Jesus’s nature? Why 

is this challenging? What has helped you to handle this challenge better?  
 

2. In John 8:12–59, What do you think the Pharisees were most concerned with 
about Jesus’s teaching? What words or pictures do they use to try to 
undermine Jesus’s teaching?  

 
3. What seems to be Jesus’s primary concern for those listening? How does he 

speak of himself to help the people better understand him?  
 

4. What is so shocking about Jesus’s statement in John 8:58? What might be a 
way Jesus would have said the same thing today in a conversation with 
religious leaders?  

 

5. Read this article from John Piper discussing the nature of Jesus and answer 
this question:  How do these passages help us to better understand who 
Jesus is?  

 

(John Piper, “No One Ever Spoke Like This Man” [sermon, Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, Minneapolis, MN, February 27, 2011], 
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/no-one-ever-spoke-like-this-man). 
 



 

 
 
BONUS SESSION 
Text: Luke 8:26–39 
Topic(s): Demon Possession, Jesus’s Words, Fear  
Big Idea of the Message: Jesus casts out a “legion” of demons into a herd of pigs, 
teaching an incredible lesson about the priorities of God.  
Application Point: We must not allow our fear of the unknown to keep us from 
following Jesus into it.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. In what ways do we often miss the point of the way God works? Give some 
examples of times you missed the point of how God worked in your life.  
 

2. Take some time to discuss the way Jesus handles the situation of the man 
possessed. Consider how Jesus’s actions would have impacted the farmers, 
the people, the disciples with him, and the man from whom Jesus cast out the 
demons. Be honest.  

 
3. Why do you think that the farmers and the people were so blind to the work 

God had done among them? How much of it stemmed from their lack of 
Jewish background? What does it mean that Jesus did this kind of work 
among non-Jewish people?  

 
4. In what ways might Jesus’s miracle impact our willingness to work among 

people who don’t immediately seem open to the Gospel?  
 

5. How does this passage aid your own openness to God’s work and his call to 
tell those in our own town what God has done for us?  

 


