
Romans memory verses 

1:16-17 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of 

God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

2:4 do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing 

that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 

3:23-24 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

4:7-8  7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”  

5:1-2  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  -OR- 5:19   

6:13  13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God 

as instruments for righteousness. 

7:4  4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that 

you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may 

bear fruit for God. 

8:1-2  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law 

of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.  -OR- 8:11   

9:25-26  Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I 

will call ‘beloved.’ ” 26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my 

people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ ” 

10:17  17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

11:26-27  26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come 

from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 27 “and this will be my covenant with them 
when I take away their sins.”  

12:1-2  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 

may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

13:8  Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 

14:4 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that 

he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

15:2-3  2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For Christ did not 

please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” 

16:20  20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you. 



Introductory notes to Paul’s letter to the Romans 

Where does Romans fit in the Bible? 

In both the Old Testament and the New Testament, the books can be arranged in three 

categories: Foundational, Historical and Directional. 

• Foundational: God clearly and definitively reveals himself and his will. 

• Historical: a record of how God’s people respond to his revelation, sometimes in faith 

and at times in terrible disobedience. 

• Directional: instruction and correction for how to live in God’s in light of God’s 

revelation in new situations and circumstances beyond the setting in which the 

foundation was revealed. 
Old Testament:  

• Foundational: The books of Moses, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy. 

• Historical: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles. 

• Directional: Wisdom books and the Prophets.  A key to reading the prophets is to 

understand that they are calling God’s people to return to the foundation and live in 

light of God’s calling and covenant. 

New Testament: 

• Foundational:  the Gospels: Matthew Mark, Luke and John. 

• Historical:  Acts.  This is also a transitional book, moving us from a very Israel-centered 

call to believe in Jesus as Messiah, to the extension of the gospel to Samaria and to the 

nations (gentiles).  Acts begins in Jerusalem and ends in Rome.  Without Acts, moving 

from the Gospels to letter to Rome and Corinth would make no since.  We would 

wonder, “What happened to Israel and her Messiah?” 

• Directional: The Epistles (letters) and Revelation.  The epistles give instruction and 

correction for living out the foundational revelation of the gospels, given in a very 

Jewish context of Messianic expectation, to this new thing God has created called the 

Church of both Jew and gentile.  The book of Revelation is a final  culmination of the 

OT and NT revelation, with implications for how the Church lives. 

Romans is unique among the Epistles, as a foundation for the rest of them.  It is not written to 
correct problems or doctrine in a church, as many epistles are, but to ensure that this church, 

which Paul cannot yet visit, has the correct foundation upon which to build.  It provides basics 

every Christian needs to know, believe and live in, and is the longest of the NT letters. 

In Acts 20:3, Paul is about to leave Corinth, at the end of his third missionary journey.  It is 

around 57-58 AD.  He has long desired to continue west to Rome and Spain, but the financial 

aid he has gathered must first be delivered to Rome.  So, he sends this letter west to Rome, 
while he turns again east, toward Jerusalem.  Ironically his return to Jerusalem will ultimately 

lead to his coming to Rome, under slightly different circumstances…  

An Overview of Romans 

The book Romans most easily divides into two sections, Doctrine: chapters 1-11 and Duty: 

chapters 12-16.  The first eleven chapters tell us what God has done for us, the following 

chapters call us to live a life of worshipful response to what God has done for us.  In this way, 

Paul is clearly establishing that what we do is always in response to what God has done.  How 

we live is because of the life God has given.  To put in the words of a former professor: “Moral 

imperatives (commands) always stand upon gospel indicatives (doctrinal truth).” 

Look what God has done:  Romans 1-11.   Live what God has done: Romans 12-16. 

To help get us started, a helpful one sentence outline for Romans 1-11, using a word or two for 

each chapter might be: 

The gospel (1), for sinners (2), justified (3), by faith (4), in Christ (5), to new life (6), in 

this flesh (7), by the Spirit (8), that vindicates God’s past faithfulness (9), continuing 

faithfulness (10) and future faithfulness (11).  

Another way to overview Romans might be along the theme of “The Righteousness of God 

Revealed” (Rom 1:17).  The righteousness of God declared, 1-8, the righteousness of God 

defended, 9-11 and the righteousness of God demonstrated, 12-16.   

Why Study the Book of Romans?  

• Romans, as the foundational epistle, is a concise summary of Paul’s basic teaching, both 

doctrinally and practically.  If Paul was not able to come to a church, like Rome or 

Brush Prairie, this is what he sends to them, and to us.   

• Romans not only tells us “how to live,” in terms of what to do, it tells us “how” to live, 

in terms of living and walking and obeying “by faith.”  Paul opens and closes the book 

with reference to bringing about “obedience of faith.” that is living in light of believing 
what God has done for us, which brings God glory. 

• Romans will help equip us with the gospel to go with it to people around us, bring 

others into God’s family, and build them up as followers of Jesus in this essential truth. 

• As the relationship and interaction between biblical faith and contemporary culture 

becomes more and more like it was in the first century, we will have more and more in 

common with the church at Rome to which Paul was writing. 

How can I get the most out of this study through Romans?  

• Read it!  Read through the entire book each week.  For most people this would take just 

over an hour a week.  In addition, read one chapter each day, that we are focusing on 

that week.  Make Romans your devotional reading for these 17 weeks. 

• Memorize a key verse for each chapter as we go. Suggested memory verses are 

provided on the next page. 

• Listen to what God says and take a next step into it. Faith is meant to be experienced!  


