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Above: A Mosaic on the floor in the entrance to the baptistery of St. Lydia, near Philip-

pi, showing a map of the Apostle Paul’s second missionary journey from Troas (upper 

right) to Neopolis and Philippi (top right), Thessalonica (top center), Berea, Athens, 

Corinth (lower left) and Ephesus (lower right). 
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The harbor of Kavala, ancient Neopolis (upper).  A boat entering the harbor can be seen 

from the fortress on the acropolis above the city (lower).  A monument at the St Nicholas 

church in Kavala commemorates Paul’s Macedonia call and arrival in Neopolis (right). 
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Read Acts 16:1-12 

It all began with a closed door, actually two closed doors. After he had 

visited the churches in Galatian and added Timothy to their missionary 

team, Paul sought to advance the gospel in the neighboring regions, but 

God said no.  

"...and they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 

forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And when they had 

come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus 

did not allow them." Acts 16:6–7 (ESV) 

Coming to the end of the road (and the continent) at Troas, they rested and 

God redirected. "So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. And a 

vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing 

there, urging him and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’ And 

when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into 

Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 

them. So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct voyage to Samothrace, 

and the following day to Neapolis." (Acts 16:8–11).  Their experience would 

be like frontier missionaries following the Oregon Trail west, to Astoria, and 

there God directs them to Alaska! 

The wind and the Spirit are with them so it is only a two-day crossing. In 

Neopolis (modern Kavala), city officials likely watched the trade ship enter 

the harbor below the acropolis fortress (see at left). Surely they had no idea 

how radically the gospel of Christ, brought by this small mission team, 

would change Neopolis, Philippi, all of Macedonia and even all of Europe in 

the coming years.  Don’t be afraid or frustrated if God delays or changes 

your plans: it all began when the Spirit said "no," before He said "Go!" 

Day 1 
Neopolis Kavala 
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Paul writes in Galatians 4:4-5 “But when the fullness of the time had come, 

God sent forth His son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem 

those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.” 

This fullness of times refers to the redemption and restoration timetable 

prophesied in Daniel 9:24-26. Jesus’ coming was just when God had said it 

would be. Still, God had ordained other dynamics of history to advance the 

good news of salvation in Jesus. These gospel-advancing dynamics includ-

ed the relative order and stability of the Roman world, Jewish communities 

scattered throughout the world as initial preaching points, the Greek lan-

guage as a common means of communication and a network of highways 

facilitating trade and travel.  

These highways had been constructed to enable the Romans to quickly 

move troops and supplies wherever they might be needed. One of these 

highways was the Via Egnatia (Egnatian Road) which ran from the Adriatic 

Sea across Greece and Macedonia to the Aegean Sea and later continued 

on to Istanbul. 

The Egnatian Road was originally built to allow the Romans to readily dis-

patch their army against any Macedonian revolt, However, Paul and his 

mission team repurposed the Egnatian Road as they travelled it from the 

port of Neopolis to the plains of Philippi and then on to Thessalonica and 

Berea. Through repeated mission journeys over these stones, Paul and the 

early church turned this way of war into a pathway of peace, upon which 

walked the beautiful feet bringing good news (Rom 10:15). 

We can still walk the Egnatian Road, on the outskirts of Neopolis (Kavala) 

and right through ancient Philippi. We also can walk in some of the same 

historic gospel-advancing dynamics as Paul and the early church. Today a 

person can travel from the United States to Africa, China or India in less 

time than it took Paul to travel from Philippi to Thessalonica. Once we ar-

rive we could at least begin ministry by speaking the internationally-

recognized English language, and there are often believers already there 

who can be even better partners than the synagogues who typically gave 

Paul a platform. 

Like the Egnatian Way, there are open roads for the gospel around us. 

Lord, give us your grace to take the next step. 

Day 2 
The Via Egnatia 

Opposite page:  

A milepost on the Via Egnatia (upper left), the Egnatian Road leaving Neopolis 

(upper right), and as it passes through Philippi (bottom). 

Read Romans 10:1-17 
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The theater overlooking the plains of Philippi (upper). The Roman Forum (middle).  

The Commercial road separated the Roman Forum from the agora (market), and was 

lined by shops on both sides (lower). 
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Philippi was founded on the fertile plain where the final battle between the 

assassins of Julius Caesar and his heir Octavian (Caesar Augustus).  It was 

on this field that the Roman Republic died and it was here that the church 

of the west would be born. After Octavian and Marc Anthony defeated 

Brutus and Cassius, the city was founded as a Roman colony, where the 

war veterans could settle and build their lives in a new “Rome outside of 

Rome.”   

When Paul arrived at the eastern entrance of Philippi on the Egnatian Way, 

he passed the theatre complex built into the hillside above and to his right. 

Further along on the left, he would have arrived at the city center, the large 

Roman forum with its columned porticos housing various administration 

and civic offices surrounding a large open square. The city forum was 

something like a city hall or county courthouse built around an open square 

community center, and it was just as busy. Next to the Forum was the 

commercial agora or marketplace, another large open public square lined 

with small shops for craftsmen and vendors.   

Luke tells us that they remained in the city for several days. Paul likely 

struck up conversations with people loitering in the forum, men using the 

large public baths, or with the shopkeepers and craftsmen. It may have 

been there, in the agora, where the owners of a young fortune-telling slave 

seized Paul after he had delivered her from a demonic spirit. They dragged 

Paul from the marketplace across the “commercial road” to the civic forum 

and before the Tribunal platform where the magistrates would publicly hear 

civil complaints.  

We often think of the Bible accounts as being such different from our own 

circumstances. But local government, city gathering places, shopping malls 

and workplaces, even legal accusations and angry responses to the gospel 

are actual very real to us, we live near there.  So, also in our days, the 

proclamation and practice of faith in Jesus will sometimes be aggressively 

resisted in the public square. Christians dare not put their confidence in the 

fickle affections of political powers. Neither should we be shocked when 

our rights seem to be trampled. By enduring this unjust treatment, Paul can 

latter assert his citizenship to show that the gospel can, in fact, be 

accepted and practiced by a law-abiding Roman. In addition, by having the 

magistrates in his debt through this unjust treatment, he secures some 

level of safety for those new believers whom he leaves in Philippi.  

Sometimes, in following Christ, it can be better to be wronged than to have 

our rights.   

Day 3 
The Forum in Philippi  

Read Acts 16:16-24 
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The room traditionally identified as Paul’s prison was incorporated one of the earlier 

churches  in Philippi, but many archeologists believe this space was actually just a water 

cistern (upper).  

Standing before the Tribunal platform, where Paul and Silas would have faced the 

magistrates (lower). 
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Imagine you’re Timothy. You signed on with Paul back in Lystra; his mission 

to Galatia and maybe even going further into Bithynia or Asia seemed so 

exciting. You had seen God working in your own life and in the lives of 

others around you as they believed Paul’s good news about Jesus. But 

then, as the weeks of travel wore on, God did not permit ministry in any of 

the places that had been anticipated.  Instead, as you waited at the end of 

the world or at least Asia, God gave Paul a vision, a man from Macedonia, 

saying come over and help us. The mission team concluded together that 

this vision agreed with Christ’s commission to preach the gospel to all 

nations,  so you sailed from Troas to Neopolis and Philippi to do just that.  

But, when you arrived at Philippi, you didn’t find the “Man from 

Macedonia.” There were not even enough Jewish men to form a synagogue, 

just a small group of mostly women, gathered to pray by the river. Paul 

spoke to them about Jesus and the Spirit of God worked. Then you began 

to have encounters with some “men from Macedonia.” But these men 

weren’t asking for “help.” These “Men from Macedonia included those who 

were angry that their enslaved young woman had been delivered from a 

demon, a frenzied mob , and the magistrates who ordered Paul and Silas 

unjustly beaten. It wasn’t supposed to happen like this, and Timothy is 

helpless in this dramatic and chaotic turn of events. He is on another 

continent, and his two leaders have just been arrested by a mob and 

thrown into a dungeon. What will happen next? Will Paul and Silas be 

executed in the morning? Will Timothy and Luke be arrested next? To 

Timothy, the situation couldn’t seem more helpless or hopeless. But just 

wait, keep reading, because our helplessness is right were God works... 

This was Timothy’s John Mark moment (cp. 15:37-38), but Timothy does 

not succumb to hell’s intimidation. Instead, through faith he sees God work 

in unexpected ways and the gospel save even their most brutal tormentor, 

the jailer. Timothy sees Paul live out the same "mind of Christ" which he 

would later call the church to in Philippians chapter 2.  Paul turns the 

unjust beating he received  into the price of protection for the new 

Philippian Christians when he belatedly insists on his rights as a Roman 

citizen. Paul used any standing he had, not for his own benefit, but for the 

good of others, even as Jesus did for us. The situation may look grim, but 

God can yet work good from the enemy’s evil schemes.  It may call for 

sacrifice on our part, but God will bear fruit that shows Christ's glory and 

grace if we are willing to trust him. 

Day 4 
Arrested at Philippi 

Read Acts 16:19-40 
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One of the mosaic floors of 

the Octagon Church, the 

earliest church discovered at 

Philippi (upper left).  

The baptistry of the Octagon 

Church (upper right).  

Basilica “B,” a large two-

domed cathedral (middle).  

The marble flooring and 

columns of Basilica “A” 

which stood on the hill 

above the Roman Forum 

(lower). 
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The city which had rapidly become a Rome outside of Rome, would just as 

rapidly become a leading city for the growth of Christianity. A quick read of 

Acts 16 suggests a relatively slow start to the church, namely the 

households of Lydia and the jailer, although verse 40 indicates there were 

other believing “brothers” as well. These brothers likely included men Paul 

had engaged in the marketplace, others who believed at subsequent 

riverside Sabbath preaching as word spread, and fellow prisoners from the 

night of the great non-escape.  

Archeological discoveries indicate that a series of significant regional 

church basilicas were constructed over much of the Roman city almost as 

soon as Christianity was legalized. One of the first of these is the “Octagon 

Church.” The fact that it was built over the celebrated tomb of a 

Macedonian hero suggests that such a significant portion of Philippi had 

become followers of Christ that heroes of previous eras were of no 

comparative importance. Philippi continued to be a leading center of 

Christianity for hundreds of years. 

While we don’t know just how many made up the Church of Philippi by the 

end of Paul’s first visit, we do know that they were sufficiently organized 

and devotedly committed to advancing the gospel that they almost 

immediately sent multiple gifts of support to Paul during his subsequent 

brief ministry in Thessalonica (Phil 4:15-16). Later they would generously 

support the churches in Judea (2 Cor 8:1-5) and also support Paul in his 

Roman imprisonment (Phil 4:17-18). Paul’s prison letter to Philippi 

describes a church with well organized leadership and a participation with 

Paul in God’s grace through hardship.  

Philippians chapter 1 seems to merge Paul’s present Roman imprisonment 

with his brief Philippian imprisonment for the sake of the Gospel. Certainly 

Paul’s example of taking the magistrates beating, although he was a 

Roman citizen, for the sake of protecting others had an impact. This 

sacrificial act modelled the gospel to the crowd in the square and gave the 

new church of Philippi an example worth following. The gospel is advanced, 

Jesus is honored, and churches are strengthened when Christians are 

willing to “put skin in the game” and give themselves for the sake of others. 

That is how the church increased in Philippi and how it increases today, 

when Christians deny themselves in order to follow Jesus in his sacrificial 

love for others (Luke 9:23). 

Day 5 
Philippi Churches 

Read Philippians 4:10-20 
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The traditionally accepted place of the Sabbath prayer gathering and 

Lydia’s baptism is a beautiful and peaceful spot. There is a cross-shaped 

baptistery and seating area which visitors frequently use for worship and 

baptisms. If you walk just a little further, you can sit on some byzantine or 

earlier stones right along the river and get a clearer sense of what it felt like 

on that first baptism day. 

Lydia was a businesswoman, originally from across the Aegean Sea in 

Thyatira She was a god-fearing gentile who worshipped the God of Israel. 

Paul’s preaching of Jesus as Israel’s Christ as God’s savior for all peoples 

especially resonated with gentiles in the synagogues, and so also in this 

small gathering. Lydia was apparently fairly wealthy, the matriarch of her 

household who also had room in her home for Paul, Silas, Timothy and 

Luke (Acts 16:14-15). 

The small church dedicated to Lydia as the first named convert to Christ in 

Europe is a beautiful little chapel. However, even more beautiful is each 

new believer, who declares their faith in Christ through baptism, shares 

their faith with family and friends, and seeks to join in the gospel mission. 

The brief narrative about Lydia suggest a woman of who put her faith into 

action:  

“One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of 

Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshipper of God. The 

Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. And 

after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us, 

saying, ‘if you have judged me to be faithful [believing] to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay.’ And she prevailed upon us.” (Acts 

16:14-15).  

It is easy to imagine this dynamic businesswoman as a significant influence 

on the radical devotion and generous hospitality of the Church of Philippi. 

Lydia, like us today, could not have known the continuing influence and 

encouragement her faith, and her willingness to act on it, would be to the 

church in Philippi then and to the Church across the centuries since then. 

Day 6 
Lydia’s baptism 

Opposite Page: 

The cross-shaped baptistry at the traditional site of Lydia’s confession of faith in 

Christ and the baptism of her and her household (above). 

Further down the stream are Byzantine era ruins which mark the location the earlier 

church identified with Lydia’s confession of faith and baptism (middle). 

The baptism chapel dedicated to Lydia and Paul’s mission to Macedonia and Greece 

(lower).  

Read Acts 16:13-15 
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The ruins of Amphipolis 

(upper) have not received as 

much attention as other 

cities, but there are 

significant remains from the 

classic Greek and early 

Christian eras. 

 

The magnificent Lion of 

Amphipolis (lower), which is 

linked to Alexander the Great. 
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Amphipolis is just a small village today, because the main highway from 

Kavala (Neopolis) to Thessalonica has bypassed the town.  However in the 

days of the Egnatian Road it was an important stopover, and is thus 

mentioned by Luke. Its past significance is evident by the elaborate grave 

for one of Alexander’s generals and close friends, which was guarded by 

the “Lion of Amphipolis.”  

It is likely that Paul and Silas did not linger in Amphipolis because there 

was no synagogue there, which was Paul’s primary gospel contact point in 

each new town. Although Luke gives no mention of any evangelistic efforts 

here, the city was evangelized by Paul or others at some point, as 

evidenced by numerous churches which continued over many centuries. 

Imagine the tension within Paul, knowing he was called to minister to 

Macedonians, and yet not able to linger in each Macedonian town. 

Everywhere there is need for the gospel, although every need is not Paul’s 

need. Perhaps Paul felt confident that the church he left in Philippi and the 

one he would plant in Thessalonica would share the good news with the 

towns and villages around them, like Amphipolis. This was certainly the 

strategy that Paul passed on to Timothy, “Teach these things to faithful 

men [and women], who will teach others also” (2 Tim 2:2). This leads me to 

ponder, “Am I being one of those faithful men? How well am I sharing with 

others the good news of God’s grace that has been entrusted to me?”  

Much of our lives are lived in out of the way places or in the midst of 

unnoticed tasks and activities. Even though most of the attention in 

Christian circles goes to those who are well-known, in large ministries with 

a seeming large impact.  However, the vast majority of churches in the 

United States and around the world are made up of around 100 people or 

less and the greatest number of new believers and participation local and 

international ministries comes through these unknown followers of Christ. 

Be grateful for large ministries and well-known personalities whom God 

uses to make an impact in large places, the Philippi, Athens and Corinths of 

our generation. But the vast numbers of people and the places in between 

like most smaller cities and towns will be most greatly impacted by God 

using everyday people like you and me to reach out to their neighbors and 

communities by the power of his grace. 

Day 7 
Amphipolis  

Read Acts 17:1 
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The Odeon performance hall on the east edge of the Forum (upper).   

A circular public bathhouse south of the Odeon (middle right).   

The open square in the middle of the Forum (middle left).   

The south shops which supported the southern stoa, alongside the commercial road (lower). 
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Day 8 
The Forum Thessalonica   

The Roman Forum of ancient Thessalonica was a large open square 

enclosed by two story stoas (columned porches with rooms and offices). 

Due to the slope of the hill, the south (downhill) side was built up on an 

underground arched “hidden portico.“ Alongside of this was a second 

arched portico which opened onto the commercial road had space for 

shopkeepers and craftsmen. East of the Forum was a small theatre as well 

as a large public bath house.   

The Forum’s location was only discovered in 1963 when excavations began 

for new city law courts. As it turned out, these new courts would have been 

built over the same site where 1900 years earlier jealous religious leaders 

“dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities, 

shouting, ‘These men who have turned the world upside down have come 

here also…and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying 

that there is another king, Jesus.” (Acts 17:6-7). 

Paul’s gospel had been heard and understood, even if these opponents did 

not like his message. For Paul to preach that Jesus was Israel’s Messiah, 

was to declare that he was God’s king over all the earth, the King of kings 

and Lord of lords, even the Lord of the angelic host. These Jewish leaders 

were likely not so concerned for the Roman order and Caesar’s honor as 

they sounded, they were simply using the most politically damaging 

implications of the gospel against Paul and the Christians.   

We can take heart, that they were right, we do proclaim another king, a 

better king, Jesus. Christians do not live as if earthly powers were the final 

authority or as if earthly customs were the ultimate standard. We serve a 

different king and he does turn the world upside down. In fact, in about 

250 years the Roman emperor would confess faith in Christ, and today 

crosses are seen all across this city and images of the Greek and Roman 

Gods are found only in museums. The gods of this age will likewise perish 

and the “kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of our God and of 

his Christ.” To encourage the young church to keep living for “another king, 

Jesus,” each chapter of Paul’s first letter the Thessalonians, written shortly 

after these events in Acts 17,  closes with a reference to Christ’s coming.  

Don’t be discourage, and don’t be intimidated into minimizing the word of 

God concerning Christ and his radically transforming ways. Others may 

oppose you because Christ’s values are contrary to ways of this world. This 

tension between godliness and culture demonstrates that the gospel is 

true concerning humanity’s sin and Christ’s salvation.   

Read Acts 17:1-9 
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We sometimes idealize the Greco-Roman world as a place of philosophy 

and learning, democracy and reason. It’s helpful to remember that the 

Greek God’s, and their Roman counterparts were often deified versions of 

men. As the Encyclopedia Britannica says, “Cruel and fickle, passionate 

and vindictive, jealous and insecure, petty and insane: the inhabitants of 

Mount Olympus represent an attempt by the ancient Greeks to explain the 

chaos of the universe through human nature.” They were fallen divinities 

with all the drama and dysfunction of fallen humanity. Mosaics depicting 

the “party-god” Dionysus and Apollo’s sexual conquests were common in 

wealthier homes, which often had a “symposium” room which was a man-

cave of sorts for drinking and pleasure, rather than serious discussions. 

Artwork from the era displayed pornographic imagery and sculptures of 

Aphrodite, with her robe just slipping down, were as seductive as any 

lingerie catalog. 

It was in this context, a world much like ours, that the Thessalonian 

Christians “turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true God, and 

to wait for his son from heaven” (1 Thess 1:9-10). As followers of Jesus, 

Paul urges them to continue walking in ways that please God, especially to 

“abstain sexual from immorality; that each one of you know how to control 

his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the 

gentiles who do not know God” (4:3-5), children of the day not the night, 

being alert and sober, rather than drunk or idle.(5:5-11), but building one 

another up in the midst of a hostile environment. 

The Thessalonians were people like us, some of whom lived in homes like 

ours, who faced similar troubles in life and temptations in their flesh, but 

whom God was able to sanctify completely so that their “spirit, soul and 

body would be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 

who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it” (5:23-24). 

Day 9 
life in Thessalonica 

High end furnishings meet low end ethics in a floor mosaic from the formal reception 

room of a large Thessalonica home. These scenes featuring Dionysus, Zeus and 

Apollo on various illicit exploits were common in wealthy 1st century homes (upper). 

A marble frieze depicting men relaxing in the symposium room (middle). 

Model of a country home excavated just north of Thessalonica. The two story 

residence also had storage space for agricultural produce and equipment (lower left). 

Marble sculpture of Aphrodite, the goddess of love (lower right). 

Read 1 Thessalonians 1  
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The Church in Thessalonica was born amidst persecution, and the pressure 

continued after Paul departed, leading him to declare, “we ourselves boast 

about you to the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all 

your persecutions” (2 Thess 1:4). At the beginning of the fourth century, 

one of the more significant episodes of persecution across Macedonia was 

instigated by the emperors Diocletian and Galerius, who ruled from 

Thessalonica. Remains from Galerius’ reign are the most well-known 

ancient sites in the city and include the Arch of Galerius, the Rotunda, and 

the remains of Galerius’ palace, which are still being excavated. Galerius 

was zealous to stamp out Christianity, destroying every copy of scripture 

that could be found and imprisoning or executing many church leaders. 

Antagonists, like Galerius, throughout the church of Thessalonica’s history 

provided a foreshadowing of the antichrist whom Paul wrote to them about, 

“the man of lawlessness…the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts 

himself against every so-called god or object of worship…proclaiming 

himself to be God” (2 Thess 2:3-4).  

In the face of persecution and opposition, Paul’s words strengthened the 

church in Thessalonica to, “stand firm and hold to the traditions (teaching 

and practice) that you were taught by us, whether by word or by our 

letter” (2 Thess 2:15). This they were able to do because “the Lord is 

faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one” (2 Thess 

3:3). They, and we, can live in faith in Jesus’ word: “fear not he who can kill 

the body” because “the one who lives and believes in me (Jesus) shall 

never die.” 

One outcome of these persecutions in 302-311 AD, is that they caused the 

church to formally identify which writings were God’s inspired word (our 

New Testament) which they would be willing to die to preserve. Thus 

Galerius’ attempts to destroy the Bible actually served to formally preserve 

it! Similarly, the great Rotunda which he had built to be his own glorious 

tomb, was converted, after his death into a church, in the very city where 

he had razed every church he could find. His successor as Emperor, 

Constantine, professed faith in Christ and guaranteed the rights of 

Christians to worship God freely. The Roman world had indeed been turned 

upside down, and Europe’s future was graciously redirected by God, and it 

all began with a small circle of believers, sent by a church in Antioch, to tell 

others about Jesus!  

 

Opposite page: Galerius’ arch celebrating his victories (top), the Rotunda (middle), 

and one section of Galerius’ palace in downtown Thessalonica. 

Day 10 
Persecution and power 

Read 2 Thessalonians 1—2  
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One of the best known martyrs under the Emperor Galerius was a young 

man of 20 or so years named Demetrius. Born to a Roman proconsul and 

his wife who were secret believers, Demetrius was raised as a Christian. 

Upon his father’s death in 305 AD, Demetrius was appointed proconsul of 

Thessalonica by Galerius with instructions to eradicate Christianity. Instead, 

Demetrius preached Christ, and gave away his family’s wealth to the poor. 

Galerius marched on the city and imprisoned him in an old Roman 

bathhouse, where he was later killed with spears. Five years later, Galerius 

died a painful, worm infested death, and the bathhouse where Demetrius 

had been killed was incorporated into a church. Today the cell of his 

martyrdom is now part of the basement crypts of the Agios Demetrius 

church, built 100 years after his death in the early 5th century.  

Demetrius’s has become the patron saint of Thessalonica. This preserves 

and advances the example of his courageous faith, but “sainthood” also 

raises the issue of how “saints” can be honored and revered, seemingly 

more than Christ. Lost in this adoration of these heroes of faith is the 

reality that all who have been made holy before God in Christ Jesus are 

saints, and that in Christ we also have God’s grace and power to 

demonstrate the courage of Demetrius in times of crisis. Perhaps we would 

do well to transfer the way the Orthodox churches honor certain “saints” to 

how we “outdo one another in showing honor” (Rom 12:10), practicing the 

“one another” admonitions (John 13:34; Rom 14:13; 16:16; 2 Cor 13:11; 

Gal 5:13; Eph 4:2; 4:32; Col 3:13-16, and 1 Thess 5:11). Let’s honor well 

all the redeemed saints in Christ’s church as those who are deeply loved 

and valued by God. 

Day 11 
Demetrius  

of Thessalonica  

The Church of St. Demetrius, Thessalonica (top). 

The interior of the Church of St. Demetrius (middle). 

An image (or ikon) of Demetrius near the place of his 

martyrdom (right). 

The crypts below the Church of St. Demetrius, where 

he was imprisoned and then murdered (bottom). 

Read 2 Thess 3:1-5  



 23 



 24 

“Now these Jews [in Berea] were more noble than those in Thessalonica; 

they received the word with all eagerness, examining the scriptures daily to 

see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed…” (Acts 17:11

-12). 

After departing Thessalonica, Paul and Silas continued west on the 

Egnatian Road, than turned south, off the main Roman highway to the 

smaller town of Berea. The politics were not as volatile here and they had 

more freedom with the people to teach God’s word in the synagogue. While 

there are few remnants of the Roman era visible in this hillside town today, 

the town still revels in their Pauline heritage. There is a beautiful 

monument to Paul’s ministry in Berea at what is believed to be the site of 

the first century synagogue. The monument includes ancient steps said to 

be from that original synagogue. Whether or not they truly are, it is 

apparent that many Berea would insist that the Macedonian man in Paul’s 

vision, asking for Paul’s help was a Berean. 

While the monument in Berea depends on tradition for it’s location, the 

best tradition of Berea is to search the scriptures and to value God’s word 

over tradition, not the other way around. The example of the biblical 

Bereans is important today, especially in Greece where the established 

church has invested so much in historic traditions and elevated saints and 

relics.  In all of this tradition the Berean’s simplicity of faith in God’s word 

seems forgotten.  

The text tells us that “Many of them therefore believed” (17:12). The 

essentials for feeding Biblical faith must “therefore” precede this verse.  In 

the preceding verse we are told that they received the word (listened) with 

all eagerness, and then they searched the scriptures daily. The implication 

is that they heard Paul daily and then went to the Bible and read it for 

themselves, so that their faith was not in Paul, or any teacher, but in what 

God’s word said. Paul himself wrote that “faith comes by hearing…the word 

of Christ” (Rom 10:17). Do you want to have a stronger, sure faith? The 

Berean prescription is to seek out solid, Christ-centered Biblical teaching, 

and then confirm it by daily reading for yourself the sections of God’s word 

which you were taught.  

Day 12 
Paul in Berea  

Opposite page:  The monument to Paul’s ministry in Berea (upper). 

A closeup of the mosaic of Paul’s vision in Troas (middle left). 

The panel showing Paul preaching to the attentive Bereans (middle right). 

The current synagogue in Berea (lower). 

Read Acts 17:10-14 
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When Paul arrived at Athens, he would have passed through the Keramikos 

(ceramics) section of the city, which included many pottery workshops and 

a large graveyard with large memorial statues and engravings. Death was 

literally close at hand as he entered the gate in the ancient Athens city wall.  

Continuing on, he would have soon come to the commercial agora, the 

main downtown market and city square. Several temples lined the square: 

the altar of Aphrodite, the stoa of Zeus, the temple of Hephaestus, the 

shrine of Meter and in the center of the square a relatively new temple of 

Ares or Mars. Looking up as one entered the agora, the Parthenon temple 

of Athena along with the numerous other temples of the acropolis were 

prominent, casting a shadow of idolatry over the city. The book of Acts says 

Paul’s “spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full of 

idols” (17:16). 

The chilling shadow of idolatry which Paul perceived could have caused him 

to withdraw, saying, “This place is not for me, I don’t want to be in this kind 

of spiritual darkness.” We too are tempted to withdraw from places where 

the enemy has a stronghold on people, and they are openly “following the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience” (Eph 2:2). But, in this place of spiritual darkness, Paul’s 

spirit was provoked to proclaim Jesus: “So he reasoned in the synagogue 

with the Jews and the devout persons (God-fearing gentiles), and in the 

marketplace (agora) everyday with those who happened to be there.” 

I’m convicted by the verse.  As a pastor I proclaim Christ as savior in a 

synagogue-like setting each week and discuss God’s word with God-fearing 

people regularly. But, I need to get into the market place more. I need to 

engage with people “who happen to be there” because it might be a divine 

appointment. To put it concisely, Paul in Athens demonstrates to us that 

spiritual darkness should not cause us to withdraw, but to engage, by 

Christ’s power, for God’s  glory.  

 

Opposite page: 

The ancient wall of Athens near the main entrance gates (top). 

One of the larger grave markers Paul would have seen as he approached (middle 

left). 

Overlooking the Agora, showing its proximity to Mars’ Hill in the upper right, and the    

Acropolis high above (middle right).  

A model of the Agora as it was when Paul visited. The open central space had been 

crowded with a new odeion (concert hall) and a temple of Ares/Mars. 

Day 13 
Arriving in Athens 

Read Acts 17:15-21 
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A marble altar to Zeus in the Agora (upper).  The Temple of Hephaestus, the most 

complete example of a classic Greek temple still mostly intact (middle).  Another 

temple to Zeus and to Athena as protectors of the leading families of Athens (lower). 
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The remains of the Middle Stoa (upper) which was similar to but larger than the Stoa of 

Attalus (middle). These two stoa formed the east and south sides of the agora’s open 

courtyard. The Stoa of Attalus, built in 150 B.C and restored in 1956 is a beautifully 

restored example of what these buildings looked like when Paul visited Athens (Middle). 

The portico (lower) of the Stoa of Atticus. These porticos were a common place for 

teachers and philosophers to lecture, discuss and debate. 
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Just east of the agora was the Roman Forum, constructed from 19-11 B.C. 

and connected to the agora by a wide marble street. Along with the typical 

administrative offices, the forum was well-known for its markets. At the far 

end was the impressive Tower of the Winds, a water-clock with dramatic 

friezes depicting the eight winds, and the prevailing wind indicated by a 

weather vane at the top. This technological curiosity would naturally 

become a public gathering point, as would the public baths and latrine, this 

one with 68 seats. Later, the emperor Hadrian added a large library right 

next door.  

The Romans used elaborate public facilities, like the forum and theatres, to 

underscore the power and grandeur of the government and subtly 

influence society. These public venues and gathering spots gave Paul 

opportunities to engage in conversation with people about life and the 

gospel. We can safely assume that Paul did not wait for people to come to 

synagogue or church, he went to where they were and engaged with them 

there.  

Where will you be going today?  To work, school, the mall, a coffee shop? 

Pray for the Lord to give you an opening for conversation, an opportunity 

with someone whose path you cross today that in someway God would use 

for eternity. 

Day 14 
The Forum in Athens 

Above: a paving stone from the Forum courtyard, marked with a common game 

scratched into the surface, shows how people gathered and lingered in the Forum. 

Left top: the main area of the Forum with the remains of the columns for the stoa. 

Left middle: Two of the eight panels at the top of the Tower of the Winds. 

Left bottom: the double row of columns showing the stoa’s colonnaded porch with 

offices or shops behind which surrounded the courtyard. 

Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-17  
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The Olympeon, with the Parthenon on the Acropolis in the distance (upper). 

Most of the pillars have collapsed and many of them would have then been    

scavenged for other building projects (middle). 

Remains of a significant house, close to the Olympeon, which may have been 

the home of one of the priests of Zeus (lower). 
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The Olympeon is perhaps the longest continued construction project in 

world history. Measuring 135 feet wide and 340 feet tall with 104 columns 

that where 55 feet tall, it was also the largest of the Greek temples. 

Construction began in 517 B.C., as the chief temple for Zeus, but political 

changes caused the project to be abandoned. Construction finally resumed 

in 175 B.C. by Antiochus Epiphanes IV, who was devoted to Zeus and also 

to his own legacy. This is the same Antiochus described in Daniel chapter 

11 who defiled Israel’s temple in Jerusalem and installed a statue of Zeus 

which he forced the Jews to worship, leading to the Maccabean revolt.  

Antiochus death 11 years later halted construction again, leaving the 

temple without a roof. The Olympeon was finally finished by Emperor 

Hadrian in 131 A.D., who revised the plan to add a statue of himself to be 

worshipped as the current incarnation of Zeus.  

All that remains of the Olympeon today is the platform showing its grand 

dimensions and enough columns to get a feel for how impressive and awe-

inspiring it was designed to be. Near the temple are ruins of several large 

homes of wealthy citizens or priests of the temple, along with a Roman 

bath. 

It is impressive that a great project like this was continued and completed 

over a span of 650 years. And yet, there is an even greater temple being 

built, which has been under construction for nearly 2000 years. This is not 

a temple made with human hands, but by the living God. Paul reminded the 

Corinthians that each local church is a Spirit-constructed temple, “Do you 

not know that you (together) are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells 

in you?” (1 Cor 3:16).  Furthermore, we are all being built into one 

spiritually-unified glorious divine masterpiece. In Jesus Christ “the whole 

structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In 

him you are being built together into a dwelling place of God by the 

Spirit” (Eph 2:21-22). 

Church is not a merely a place we go, or something we belong to. Christ’s 

church is God’s glorious work of us and with us for him. Therefore, as Paul 

says, “Let each one be careful how he builds” (1 Cor 3:10). Your work in 

Christ’s church is part of God’s work which will endure in his glorious 

temple through eternity. 

Day 15 
The Olympeon Athens 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22   
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Aristotle’s Lyceum is celebrated as one of the world’s (or at least the 

western world’s) first universities. Originally a gymnasium where young men 

would train in the arts of boxing, wrestling (in the sand while covered with 

oil!) and hand-to-hand fighting. These gymnasiums were public facilities 

overseen by a prominent community member. They also included training 

rooms, a large lecture hall, and colonnaded porticos or porches which were 

a good place to sit and discuss theories or ideas on a hot afternoon. 

Aristotle and other teaches would frequent them, with Aristotle eventually 

establishing his own school here, at the Lyceum, near the same time Plato 

founded his Academy. These schools began to compete for influence and 

prominence in society. 

It is interesting to compare Aristotle’s Lyceum, built soon after the 

Parthenon in the golden age of the Greek gods and goddesses, to 

universities and the Academy of Athens today. The message in the 

architecture is that the Academy is the new Parthenon, it is (not so subtly) 

claiming to be the center and focal point of life and meaning, as the 

Parthenon was in the past. 

As I write this, fall school terms will soon began at universities around the 

world. Students will again face the challenge of pursuing education while 

not succumbing to the pride of being among the educated. They will need 

to remember as they go that the measure of the truth and value of what 

they are taught is not found in the gods of Greece, now atop their 

university, nor is it the gods or spirit of our age. The true determiner of truth 

is the one who said, “I am the truth” (John 14:6). Thus John later writes to 

the church, “We know that the Son of God has come and has given us 

understanding, so that we may know him who is true” (1 John 5:20). In the 

pursuit of other knowledge we must never neglect God’s truth for it is the 

scriptures “which are able to make you wise unto salvation” so that you 

“may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  

Don’t leave home without God’s word in your head and in your heart, for 

that is how you will be truly ready for whatever the day brings.  

Day 16 
Aristotle’s Lyceum 

Aristotle Square, Thessalonica (upper left).  

Aristotle’s Lyceum, with gymnasium, bath and lecture halls (top). 

One of the hot bath houses, not only for hygiene, but a place of discussion and 

intellectual debate as well (middle right). 

The Academy of Athens’ architecture is intended to confer the spiritual glory of 

ancient Athens and Plato’s Academy over modern education (lower right). 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
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Perhaps the most memorable sight in Athens is the Parthenon, crowning 

the Acropolis hill in the center of the city. Today it provides a reference 

point for directions no matter where you are in the city. At night the white 

marble glows in the floodlights, a beautiful centerpiece for the city. In 

Paul’s day, it was the centerpiece of Athenian spiritual reality.   

Along with the Parthenon, which was the main temple and treasury for 

Athena, the protectress of Athens, there were also temples or shrines 

dedicated to Athena Nike, Erectheus, Athena Polias, Pandros, and 

Augustus Caesar. The top of the acropolis was an idolatrous Disneyland. 

It’s no wonder Paul also noted an “altar to the unknown god.” One can 

imagine how a god or two might get overlooked in the pantheon of the 

Parthenon! 

Humanity hasn’t changed so much, there are still a multitude of gods or 

rescuers or providers that people look to and put their trust in. It might be 

mysticism or eastern religious, or science and humanism, even nominal 

Christianity or their favored political leaders. As long as you are willing to 

embrace the new spirit of tolerance that all spiritual (or non-spiritual) 

claims are equally valid, you are welcome, all views are tolerated. What the 

new god of tolerance forbids is any exclusive claim to absolute truth or to 

the only true way to God. 

But Jesus declares himself to be “the truth” and that no one comes to the 

Father (the one true God) except by him (John 14:6). The core of the 

apostles message concerning Jesus was that “there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name given under heaven among men by which 

we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

Paul did not rale against the gods of the day, but he did intentionally set 

them aside as insufficient and point the people of Athens to the God who 

made them and to Jesus, crucified and risen, as the only ultimate judge 

and savior of humanity. We need not bow to the intolerance of tolerance, 

nor angrily rage against the false notions of our present age. Let’s tell them 

about Jesus who is still the way, the truth and the life.   

Day 17 
The Parthenon Athens 

Read Romans 1:1-17 

Opposite Page:  The acropolis (high city), as seen from the ancient en-

trance to Athens (top), and at night (middle right). 

A close-up detail (middle left) and rear view of the Parthenon, temple of 

Athena (middle).  

View from the southeast, near the theater of Dionysus (bottom). 
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Opposite page: Agrippa’s Theater (top), just below the south side of the Acropolis, is 

still used for summer concerts and other functions each year. On the prominent south-

west corner of the Acropolis, next to the main entrance, is a small temple of Athena 

Nike, Athena of Victory (middle left). Not to be overshadowed by Athena, the Romans 

placed a temple of Augustus and Roma east of the Parthenon (middle right).  North of 

the Parthenon, the Erechtheion shelters Athena’s sacred olive tree (bottom). 

Above: The Caryatids on the south side of the Erechtheion (top). A possible “unknown 

god” temple: note the uncertain label (middle). The cannon (lower right) reminds of the 

disastrous explosion in 1687 during the Turk-Venetian war. The Turks were using the 

Parthenon to store ammunition when it was hit be a Venetian cannon ball. 
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The Aeropagus hill is a rugged 

limestone outcropping just 

below the acropolis and above 

the agora. It is also known as 

Mars’ Hill because Mars is the 

Roman name for the Greek 

god Ares. The Aeropagite Coun-

cil had met here for centuries 

and it was here that they 

would “hear something new” 

from Paul (Acts 17:21).  
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Sitting on the Aeropagus or Mars hill, I was impressed by how 

overwhelming it must have seemed to Paul. He stood before the 

Aeropagites, the self-styled learned and powerful judges of ideas and men, 

some of whom derisively regarded Paul as a philosophical “seed-picker,” 

someone who pulled together disconnected notions from here and there to 

pass them off as something new. High above in the background was the 

Parthenon, the greatest temple complex Greece had ever built, with an 

assortment of other temples and idols surrounding it. To his back was a 

steep cliff—a mob might rush a rejected speaker and cast him down to the 

marketplace below. That possibility is not too far-fetched, Paul’s preaching 

had resulted in unruly mobs before.   

Yet here Paul would dare to say that the true God, whom they know of but 

don't know, does not dwell in these temples made by men’s hands, nor 

does he have any need of the wealthy offerings stored in the Parthenon 

treasuries. In fact God has come to dwell among us, with and as us, in 

Jesus, in living humanity not a stone caricature. He would later add that in 

Christ, the temple of God is not any building, whether church or pagan, but 

the body of Christ, his people, both together (1 Cor 3) and individually (1 

Cor 6). Thus, true worship is not at a temple one goes to but what we do in 

this body, today, in worshipful obedience.  

Knowing his audience, Paul masterly engaged the tensions between the 

schools of Plato and Aristotle, declaring that God is both the transcendent 

creator and also immanent or “not far from any one of us.” He reminded 

the flesh-indulging Epicureans that God would judge all men in Christ 

Jesus, and he confronted the flesh-abhorring Stoics with the reality that 

Jesus was raised from the dead. It was a contrary message to an unlikely 

audience in an intimidating setting, and yet, some believed. Several people, 

some of them noteworthy and some anonymous, became children of God 

that day because Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel; he knew it was the 

power of God for salvation. And we know it too… 

We have no explicit record in Acts 17 of a church in Athens, founded by 

Paul and his team, but as in other cities, mention is made of the believers 

that remained in the city.  Paul was a prolific letter writer, and there may 

well have been epistles to the church in Athens, which were not intended 

by God to become part of the New Testament. We never know just how God 

will use our words, our part is simply to be courageous and faithful in the 

opportunities God gives us. 

Day 18 
The Aeropagus 

Read Acts 17:18-34 
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The Mediterranean Sky, a small cruise liner tragically abandoned after running 

aground east of Corinth (above). 

A smaller vessel, long ago beached on the island of Patmos (below).  
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On the road from Athens to Corinth, a small cruise ship, the Mediterranean 

Sky, lies abandoned near shore on its side.  The sight of it reminded us of 

the dangers encountered in mission travel.  Paul wrote of three times being 

shipwrecked, even spending a night and a day adrift at sea, along with the 

dangers of robbers as well as those who opposed him and his ministry. This 

made our modern day inconveniences of crammed coach seating, flight 

delays, lost luggage and jet lag seem like nothing in comparison.  

While modes of travel have changed, I am still reminded of the distances 

endured and the inconveniences embraced by those who are called by God 

to share the gospel around the world. They face dangers and accept 

difficulties they would not otherwise bear. They often sacrifice material 

comforts and benefits for themselves in order to bring eternal blessing and 

hope to others. They endure distance and separation from family and 

friends to go to people they do not know, but whom God loves. They live in 

the loneliness of never quite being at home to invite others home to 

Fathers house, which is perhaps the only place we can ever truly feel at 

home. 

A life on mission is not easy, but it is worth it, because Jesus is worthy. 

 

Below: a replica ship which carries visitors on a short tour of the Thessalonica 

harbor gives us a nearer idea of the type of coastal trading vessels on which  the 

apostles of Christ would have travelled.  

Day 19 
Perils at sea 

Read Acts 27:1-44 & 2 Corinthians 11:23-29 
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Above: The acrokorinth fortress above the city  of  

Corinth gives an amazing view of the city and isthmus.   

Lower left: a mosaic of Pan from a Corinthian villa indicates the wealthy lifestyle in the city.   

Lower right: a bust of the Emperor Nero found in Corinth, a city who owed their restoration to 

the emperors of Rome and paid that debt in extravagant honor and worship.  
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The Corinth which Paul visited was a relatively new and growing city, being 

aggressively rebuilt beginning in 46 B.C. after the former city was destroyed 

by the Romans 100 years earlier. It was a wealthy and cosmopolitan city, 

controlling the narrow strip of land (isthmus) between the Adriatic and 

Aegean seas. With ports at each side, Cenchrea and Lechaion, cargo was 

shifted across the isthmus to save seven or more perilous days sailing 

around the Peloponnese peninsula. Corinth also controlled the land trade 

across this isthmus between the Peloponnese and the rest of Greece. In 

addition, there were fertile farmlands nearby as well as significant tourism 

due to the isthmian games and the temples of Apollo and Aprodite. 

All of these features are referred to in Paul’s letters to Corinth. Paul uses 

both agriculture and construction as a metaphors of the church and 

ministry (1 Cor 3:6-17). He used sports analogies reflective of the games, 

which would have occurred during his ministry there :  

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one 

receives the prize? So run that you (all) may obtain it. Every athlete 

exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 

wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly; I do not  

box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body and keep it 

under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be 

disqualified.” (9:24-27)    

Paul warned against the pride and schisms apparent Corinth, which would 

easily arise among the newly wealthy, freedmen-turned businessmen of 

this cosmopolitan city (1 Cor 1-4). He also warned against the sexual 

immorality (5:1-12; 6:12-20), which Corinth was well-known for, being 

actively promoted by the temple of Aphrodite, the goddess of fertility, love, 

sex and beauty. 

In many ways Corinth is similar to America.  Both are places colonized and 

rebuilt by people gathered from diverse backgrounds, who came here to 

find new opportunity and wealth. Both have significant trade by sea east 

and west and by land north and south. America also shares the sins of 

pride and immorality, as well as a fascination with sports and recreation. 

None of these things, trade, love or sports are bad, in fact they are all good, 

except when sin turns them in self-serving direction, as is common all 

around us.  

In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian church, he gets very close to their 

experiences, and he gets very close to our lives. We dare not read the 

ancient words as merely historical, for they are God’s word to us as well as 

to Corinth.  

Day 20 
Corinth 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
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The main entrance to Corinth was from the Lechaion road, which still has 

the same marble slabs Paul would have walked. Entering the city, one 

would pass the public baths, the main meat and fish markets, and the 

north basilica, a large government building. At the end of this road, near 

the entrance to the forum, remnants of the Jewish synagogue were also 

found, and Philo wrote that the city had a large Jewish population.  

The forum at Corinth was one of the largest in the ancient world, an open 

pedestrian mall measuring 200 by 600 feet. The Lechaion road ended at 

steps leading up to a grand entrance, which ensured that chariots or 

wagons could not enter. The remaining ruins are just not able to give the 

same impressive effect of the original structures. The southern stoa, over 

500 feet long, was the longest colonnaded portico in the Roman Empire, 

with 70 columns fronting the forum. It had two stories with official offices 

and meeting rooms opening onto colonnaded porticos. On the east side of 

the forum were the law courts and the Julian basilica, dedicated to the 

Julian emperors from Augustus to Nero. Opposite, 600 feet across the 

square, were at least eight more larger and smaller temples. On the north, 

another stoa below the temple of Apollo contained the northwest shops.  

More shops and the central “bema” pronouncement and judgment 

platform ran the length of the forum in front of the south stoa. 

Downtown Corinth was built to impress. Visitors would have had the same 

kind of awe at the economic success and might which built all of this as 

when someone from a small town first visits downtown Manhattan, or as 

the disciples did when they visited the temple in Jerusalem. Our Lord 

warned them (and us) not to be overly impressed with grand structures 

which will one day fall or be torn down. In the midst of some of the 

grandest cities in the ancient world, men and women of faith “looked for a 

city that had foundations (which would last), whose designer and builder is 

God” (Heb 11:10; cp. Rev 21). Today we live in cities like Corinth, built to 

impress, but we live for God’s city, and set our faces, and our lives toward 

that which is truly awe-inspiring and impressive.  

Day 21 
The Forum Corinth 

Upper: remains of the temple to the Imperial cult, dedicated to Octavia, the sister 

of Octavian Augustus Caesar. 

Middle: the western shops and monuments along the west side of the Forum. 

Lower: the Lechaion road. On the right were small shops, a commercial market 

and large administration basilica. On the left were meat markets, baths, and pos-

sibly the synagogue. 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
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When Paul arrived in Corinth, he met a Jewish couple who shared his tent-

making trade. They were also recent arrivals, refugees from Rome after     

Emperor Claudius had expelled all Jews from the city due to conflicts within 

the Jewish community which seem to be related to the gospel of Christ. 

Paul joined them in their shop, which was probably in the newer market 

just north of the temple of Apollo. There, in the shadow of the only classical 

Greek temple remaining in Corinth, which the Romans had restored, amidst 

marketplace conversations and synagogue conversions, the gospel of faith 

in Christ Jesus began to take root and grow. 

Today, only seven of the 38 original columns remain of Apollo’s temple, but 

just behind, likely in the vicinity where Paul struck up conversations with 

customers and passersby, a small church still stands and proclaims Christ. 

Of the numerous gods and goddesses talked about in the forum and 

markets of Corinth in the first century, only one remains, the one true and 

living God, Jesus. In fact, Jesus and his messenger Paul are the real reason 

that most people come to see any of these ruins at all.  

The sovereign working of God is increasingly being written out of history, 

and yet the grace of God, through Paul, to Europe and the west has had a 

profound effect on the west and on the world. Try to imagine how history 

might be different without the reformation and without the periodic revivals 

God has sent which have dramatically impacted culture and society. As we 

see the afterglow of past revivals fading away, and a new aggressive 

secularism taking hold, let’s ask God to do it again.  Let’s ask God to 

supernaturally work in churches and also in neighborhoods and 

workplaces, in markets and at school. May God use us to change history, 

for the sake of these people around us and for his glory. 

Day 22 
In the Shadow of Apollo 

Upper: the temple of Apollo, or at least the remaining corner. Note the active 

church behind the ruined temple. 

Lower: The newer northwest shops, behind the temple of Apollo. These were added 

just before Paul arrived and are possibly where he found Priscilla and Aquilla, 

worked alongside them, and about Jesus with customers and passersby.  Walking 

down the street you can almost hear Paul offering you an earthly tent, or a heaven-

ly home. 

Read Acts 18:1-11 
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The gospel was so well received in Corinth that its enemies sought to use 

various means to silence Paul’s ministry. For the first several weeks he 

preached in the synagogue. But when leaders began to oppose and revile 

him, Paul moved his teaching next door to the large home of the apparently 

prominent Titius Justice (Acts 18:4-7). His teaching was fruitful—even the 

ruler of the synagogue, Crispus, believed, along with his entire household. 

Next, the Jewish leaders brought charges before the Roman Proconsul 

Gallio that Paul was teaching contrary to the law, although they neglected 

to clarify which law: Roman or Jewish. They hoped that Gallio would declare 

Paul’s teaching anti-Roman. While audiences with the governor would 

typically occur in the north basilica, the center of government 

administration, the governor also heard grievances from the public at the 

rostra or bema, a raised platform in the center of the Forum. These open 

public hearings prevented any appearance of special favors given behind 

closed doors.  

As Paul stood here ready to give his defense (Acts 18:12-17), the setting 

would have been quite imposing. The proconsul and his entourage would 

be seated atop the bema, looking down on Paul.  In the background, on a 

the hill high above them was the ancient Acrokorinth fortress. Directly 

before them was a pillar used to restrain anyone sentenced to a public 

beating. Directly behind Paul would have been the imposing “taking of the 

captives” frieze, which underscored the governor's authority over any who 

stood before him.  

But Paul is defended without opening his mouth. Gallio sees through the 

legal gamesmanship and refuses to be played. Paul, and his gospel, is 

declared to be free of any violation against Roman law, and his accusers 

are beaten in the same place where they had sought to see Paul’s ministry 

condemned. 

Jesus words of assurance to Paul (and by extension, to us) are confirmed, 

“Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with 

you…” (Acts 18:9-10). In the 5th century, a small church was built atop the 

Bema, to commemorate the place where Jesus stood with his messenger 

and turned the tables on his accusers. 

Day 23 
The Bema Corinth 

Above: the Bema where Paul stood before Gallio. 

Middle: a small Byzantine church was built on top pf the Bema to commemorate 

Paul’s appearance here centuries earlier. 

Lower: an engraving of uncertain origins left in that medieval church remind us of the 

confidence Paul had which gave him courage to face adversity and adversaries. 

Read Acts 18:9-17 



 51 



 52 

Slightly separated from the Forum and the main archeological site of 

Corinth are the odeion (a musical performance hall) and the theater. Often 

the theater was separated from the forum because it would be built into a 

natural hillside, whereas the Forum was normally located on level ground. 

The theater, like Apollo’s temple, dates from the 5th century and was rebuilt 

by the Romans. In Pauls’ era it could seat 14,000 people. Later both of 

these venues, the theater and the odeion, were converted for gladiator 

spectacles, and the theater was even used for mock sea battles. 

There is not much to see at the theater these days, but in the midst of a 

paving in front of the theater is the Erastus stone. This 1st century 

inscription, originally fitted with bronze letters which looters have since 

lifted, was most likely placed by the Erastus whom Paul mentions in 

Romans 16:23.  He was a Christian official in Corinth’s government. The 

inscription reads, “Erastus in return for his Aedileship [a chief city official] 

placed this pavement at his own expense.” 

This inscription is important for two reasons. First it is another occasion 

where archeology confirms obscure details from the biblical text that 

demonstrates the veracity of God’s word as well as the accuracy of the 

biblical timeline of Paul’s writings and travels. Secondly, and perhaps more 

importantly, this  inscription is 1st century evidence of a Christian who 

served faithfully in civic leadership, apparently even keeping his campaign 

promise to get the pavements repaired, and then doing it at his own 

expense! Praise God for Christians who have been prospered by God and 

who give back to their community with their time, talents and treasure, in 

whatever role God may place them.  

 

Day 24 
Erastus Stone Corinth 

Above: the Odeon, a musical performance hall, smaller than the theater.  The 

emperor Nero performed either here or in the theater. We might suppose it was a 

performance “not to be missed.” 

Middle and lower: the Erastus engraving. The relatively uncommon name and the 

similar roles in city leadership described here and in Romans 16:23, which was 

written from Corinth, make it most likely that this civil servant is the same faithful 

Christian Paul passes greetings from to the church at Rome.  

Read Rom 16:23-27 
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Cenchrea was the small harbor town on the eastern (Aegean) side of the of 

the isthmus. Here cargo headed to Italy would be unloaded, taken by cart 

across the isthmus to Lechaion, and loaded on another ship. Smaller boats 

could also be placed on dollies and pulled across. Similarly, Cenchrea was 

Corinth’s chief port for goods and travelers going east. Paul arrived and 

departed from Cenchrea several times (Acts 18:18), and this port town was 

the home of the faithful deaconess Phoebe (Rom 16:1-2) who likely carried 

Paul’s epistle to the Romans from Corinth to Rome. 

Little remains of this busy port, abandoned in the 6th century, other than a 

nearby busy family beach. However, footings and foundations of the harbor 

buildings and warehouses remain, some of which are now underwater and 

provide a unique and memorable snorkeling opportunity. It was nice to sit 

here on a quiet afternoon and imagine the discussions of Paul and 

company at the close of his third missionary journey. They had apparently 

discovered plans to kill Paul while he was trapped aboard the ship once 

they set sail. Their counter-move was for Paul, at the last minute, not to join 

the others on board, and to instead travel by land through Macedonia. One 

can imagine the surprise of the plotters, searching for Paul among the 

passengers and cargo, while he is enjoying return visits to Athens, Berea 

and Thessalonica. 

Paul seems to have gotten used to his plans being interrupted or changed—

that’s what brought him to Macedonia and Europe in the first place. 

Proverbs 16:9 says, “Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the 

purpose of the Lord that will stand.” Paul not only preached faith, he lived 

it, even in his plans, “always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God’s 

will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.” (Rom 1:10). His plans 

begin with prayer, trusted God to work, and took active steps to see if God 

was leading. May we “follow Paul as Paul followed Christ,” not running 

ahead or lagging behind, not stuck on our own agenda, but actively seeking 

Christ’s purpose and plans. 

Day 25 
Port of Cenchrea  

Upper and middle: the southern harbor breakwater at Cenchrea, with the remains 

of    warehouses and a temple to Isis in the foreground, built  by Julius Caesar in 

44 BC. Due to tidal changes, parts of the breakwater and temple foundations are 

now underwater, along with the still visible frames of the fish pens used to store 

the daily catch. 

Lower: Cenchrea has greatly diminished since it’s harbor was abandoned, except 

for a popular family beach just south of the harbor ruins. 

Read Acts 18:18-22 
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The island of Samos is mentioned as a brief layover on the way to Miletus 

at the end of Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 20:15). It is an important 

transit stop, even today, for ferry connections between other islands and 

Ephesus. These ferries still dock at the same breakwater constructed 2600 

years ago, where Paul may also have briefly disembarked.  

Samos has a significant history, being the birthplace of the philosopher      

Epicurus and the mathematicians Pythagoras (a2+b2=c2) and Aristarchus 

(who was one of the first to suggest that the universe was larger than our 

solar system and that the earth rotated around the sun). Nearer to the first 

century, Samos was visited at various times by the orator Cicero, Anthony 

and Cleopatra, Caesar Augustus, Herod the Great, and of course Paul.  

Notable sites, besides the beautiful harbor town of Pythagoria, include the 

water tunnel of Eupalinus (6th century B.C.), which is similar to the more 

well-known Hezekiah’s tunnel in Jerusalem (8th B.C.), the ruins of the agora 

and a temple of Aprodite, and further out of town the Great Temple or Hera.  

On the hillside above the city is the Spiliani Monastery, built at the entrance 

to a cave where Christians worshipped around 670 A.D., apparently during 

a time of persecution. It’s out of the way location, requiring a steep and 

tiring climb, likely helped prevent their discovery during those difficult 

times. Sitting in the cave, contemplating the worship gatherings of these 

earlier Christians who sought to faithfully follow Christ even when the world 

seemed against them, underscores the importance of gathering together 

for worship. As the author of Hebrews wrote during an earlier difficult time: 

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 

and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 

near.” 

Today, there is a tendency to consider faith a private matter where worship 

can be individual, apart from a church. This text reminds us that our faith is 

not for ourselves alone. Worship together as a church and in small groups 

not only glorifies God together, it is also intended for each to encourage 

one another in faith in Christ and to provoke each other in how we live faith 

out.  

Day 26 
The Island of Samos 

Upper: The harbor at Pythagoria, looking toward the 2500 year old south 

breakwater.  

Middle: the ruins of the agora of Pythagoria (ancient Samos). 

Bottom left: the Tunnel of Eupalinus.   

Bottom right: the worship cave, with a more recently added (19th century) shrine.   

Read Hebrews 10:19-25  
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Paul’s first visit to Ephesus was a brief stop at the end of his second 

missionary journey. He would have arrived at the port and walked up the 

long colonnaded Arcadian Road leading to the theater and the center of the 

city. Thus, when Paul first arrived at Ephesus, one of his first sights would 

have been the large theater which would several years later host the riot 

which would force his departure from the city.  

Paul had sought to venture into Asia Minor much earlier (Acts 16:6), but 

they were instead diverted by the Spirit to Troas and Macedonia. Now, after 

speaking of Christ in the Synagogue, he declined their invitation to stay 

longer, promising to return if God allowed (18:19-20). Paul was clearly 

confident to trust God to lead and provide opportunities for him to speak 

about Jesus. Perhaps God used this delay, and Priscilla and Aquilla who 

remained in Ephesus, to prepare the spiritual soil for Paul’s return. 

No synagogue ruins or Jewish inscriptions have yet been unearthed at 

Ephesus, although ancient historians and the book of Acts mention a 

Jewish population there.  It was this Jewish population and their synagogue 

in Ephesus which Paul returned to and taught in for three months (Acts 

19:8). When some in the synagogue grew obstinate in their unbelief and 

began to speak against the gospel, Paul relocated to the lecture hall of 

Tyrranus (not the last school principal to be called a “tyrant”).  

Paul’s being diverted to Macedonia and Greece before coming to Ephesus 

seems to have been part of God’s plan. In Philippi, Thessalonica, Athens 

and Corinth, Paul gained experience ministering in ever-larger gentile cities 

with their own religious heritage. These experiences better prepared Paul 

for his ministry in Ephesus, which likewise prepared him to eventually go to 

Rome. Don’t be discouraged or frustrated when the Lord does not 

immediately open the way to your plans. Perhaps God is preparing both you 

and your future place of service for just the right time, when he will produce 

enduring fruit in both.  

Day 27 
        Ephesus 

Opposite page, upper: the Arcadian Road leading from the ancient port of Ephesus 

(now silted in) into the city. Imagine the road bustling and busy with carts, chariots 

and pedestrian, lined with columns, porticoes and shops, monuments and temples.  

Lower: the theater seated 25,000 in this city of approximately 250,000 and was 

the site of the famous riot described in Acts 19:23-41 (see following pages). 

Read Ephesians 3:1-20 
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The temple of Artemis or Diana was the largest known temple in Greco-

Roman antiquity and one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 

Artemis, was a goddess of love, sex and fertility, and the identity of the 

multiple appendages on her torso are variously interpreted, but the 

interpretations all suggest fertility and prosperity (lower left: life-size statue 

of Artemis from the 1st century A.D., found in Ephesus and displayed in the 

Ephesus Museum). 

Much can be learned from the uproar in Ephesus recorded in Acts 19:23-

41. First, the primary concern of Demetrius and the silversmiths seems to 

be economic, not spiritual, “from this business we have our wealth.” Even 

today, politicians dare not underestimate the economic concerns of the 

masses, and Paul would warn Timothy (in Ephesus) that “the love of money 

is a root of all kinds of evils” (1 Tim 6:10). Secondly, they rightly understood 

Paul say that “gods made with hands are not gods.” They fear that if this 

message persists their profession of idol making will lose status, and that 

Artemis may be devalued and even no longer considered divine. Their 

concern is an admittance that the goddess’ divinity is derived from public 

opinion rather than her intrinsic being. They reveal that the cult of Artemis, 

which controlled the wealth of much of Asia Minor, was actual a spiritual 

house of cards, subject to collapse if too many people believed the truth 

concerning God and Jesus. We might be warned that we don’t need to stir 

up a riotous response when unbelievers blaspheme Jesus. Jesus himself 

endured the mocking of the crowd and God will vindicate his name and 

every knee will bow (Phil 2:10-11).  

Finally, we also can note that “most of them” in the crowded theatre, which 

could seat 25,000 (see page 57), “did not know why they had come 

together,” and even though “Paul wished to go in among them,” a mass riot 

of mindless outrage was not a good place for the gospel to gain a hearing.  

Sometimes, even in personal conversations, a willingness to hear is not 

present and it is better to wait for a calmer opportunity. 

Despite this uproar, the gospel took deep root in Ephesus, lives were 

radically changed, and false idols like Diana were deposed, just as the 

silversmiths had feared. Today, the site of this once grand temple lies 

forsaken in a swampy field, and only one of the original 135 original 

columns remains (upper and middle right). Still today, local craftsmen seek 

to sell images or Artemis, as well as replica coins they insist are authentic 

(lower right). Perhaps the fake coins are a fitting commentary on the fake 

gods and empty pursuits which still so easily distract us.  

Day 28 
Artemis of the Ephesians 

Read Acts 19:23-41 
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Looking down Curetes street, with the famed Celcus library in the distance (lower).    

Proceeding down the hill, visitors encounter numerous temples and monuments (upper) 

which testify to “the acrid scent of idolatry in the air” of Ephesus which must have greatly 

grieved Paul and spurred him to work day and night, “testifying to both Jews and Greeks 

of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). 
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As the gospel took root in Ephesus, new believers contended with two 

strong forces in the city: fleshy lusts of sexual immorality and greed, and 

the spiritual darkness of magic, idolatry and spiritism. These evils are 

evident from the biblical text and the archeological record. For example, an 

inscription found in a building next to the public latrine suggests that it was 

the location of a brothel. Supporting this conclusion is an “advertisement” 

carved into the sidewalk of the main street nearby, suggesting that “if one 

is looking for love, go this way and you can find a lady up ahead on the 

left.” In contrast, Paul warned the Ephesian believers to “no longer walk as 

the Gentiles do…” having “given themselves up to sensuality” (Eph 4:17-

19). Instead, we are to live new in Christ as imitators of God by the filling of 

the Spirit (5:1-21). 

Magic and Spiritism is evident in the many temples and the overflow of 

idolatry from Ephesus to the surrounding region.  As the silversmith’s alarm 

indicates, the economy depended on idolatry. Yet, those who came to 

Christ left the “unfruitful works of darkness.” Acts describes how “those 

who were now believers came confessing and divulging their practices. And 

a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their books 

together and burned them in the sight of all.” (Acts 19:18-19). The value of 

these books of incantations was 50,000 Drachma, around $5-6,000,000 

today. This suggests a fairly large number of former practitioners of magic 

had come to faith, and their public renunciation of these things must have 

made a dramatic impression. Christians don’t glory in past sin, but God is 

glorified when we turn from earlier controlling sin and walk in his grace.   

Day 29 
Opposition in Ephesus 

Below: the public latrine. Fresh wa-

ter flowed beneath the seats to 

carry away waste. 

Read Eph 4:17-5:21 

Above: the apparent brothel in a prominent 

location near the center of the city.  
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Ephesus, with a population estimated around 250,000, was one of the 

most influential cities in the empire besides Rome due to three factors: its 

large commercial harbor, the major highway running east from Ephesus 

across Turkey, and the financial clout of the great Temple of Artemis. This 

central location and constant flow of travelers made it a strategic place for 

Paul to invest three years of ministry (Acts 20:31)—he did not need to 

travel, Asia Minor came to him.  As he faithfully taught God’s word both day 

and night, in public and from house to house (20:20, 31), “all the residents 

of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks” (19:10). 

Recent excavations of the terrace houses in Ephesus give a surprising view 

of these palatial homes, where some of Paul’s “house to house” teaching 

may have taken place. These homes included large reception halls, indoor 

plumbing and 

elaborate floor 

mosaics and wall 

frescoes. One can 

imagine the 

church meeting in 

some of these 

large homes as 

they practiced 

“love toward all 

the saints” (Eph 

1:15) as 

“members 

together of the 

household of 

God” (2:19). 

Day 30 
From house to house 

Read Acts 20:17-35 
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Upper and middle right: the aqueduct in Ephesus. 

Middle left: the cross shaped layout of The Basilica of St. John in Ephesus is typical 

of Byzantine churches. 

Lower: The Basilica of St. John in Ephesus. The four pillars and marble platform in 

the center mark the traditional grave of John the Apostle. Behind the grave is the 

stepped choir loft. 
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After Paul, Ephesus continued to be an important city for Gospel ministry. 

Paul left Timothy in Ephesus and his first epistle to Timothy gives instruction 

concerning the church. Paul seems to be writing things that Timothy would 

already know, as if he is writing  to be overheard by the rest of the Elders. 

Perhaps some of the concerns he had warned them about when he last saw 

them in Miletus (Acts 20:17-38) have surfaced. He warned them that “after 

my departure fierce wolves will come in among you...and from among your 

own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples 

after them.” (20:29-30). Similarly, he reminds Timothy  to “charge certain 

persons not to teach any different doctrine” (1 Tim 1:3). The letter also 

addresses the qualifications of (3:1-7) and honor due Elders (5:1, 17-22).  

Intriguingly, Paul also gives Timothy a warning against drinking water only, 

but to add a little wine (5:23). This advice relates to Ephesus’ water supply 

which was provided through a long series of aqueducts. In the summer heat, 

the water was so warm by its arrival that is was a petri dish for various 

unseen bacteria which caused stomach issues. The alcohol in the wine 

would kill these unseen impurities. This advice is a fitting metaphor for the 

need for Timothy to watch out for any unseen impurities in those he might 

ordain to leadership, for “the sins of some people are conspicuous, going 

before them to judgment, but the sins of others [are hidden and only] appear 

later.” (5:24). 

Later, the Apostle John seems to have come to Ephesus and ministered from 

here. A church dating from the early 4th century was constructed at the 

traditional site of the grave of John. That church was replaced by a large 

basilica in the 6th century, which was constructed in the shape of a cross.  

This leads to a couple of important things to note about early byzantine 

churches. First, they typically faced East, anticipating Christ’s second coming, 

in the east, at Jerusalem. Second, they were commonly built in the shape of 

a cross, with the entrance at the foot of the cross, and the Nave or altar at 

the head of the cross.  This is a good reminder that the church worshipping 

together should proclaim and resemble “Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 

Finally, the central dome in Byzantine churches, over the center of the cross-

shaped structure, normally contained a central image or fresco of Jesus.  

One could say these churches were Christ-centered! These three essentials: 

looking for his coming,  living out Christ’s crucified life in worship, and 

keeping church centered on Jesus are good things for us to continue to 

remember. 

Addendum 1 
Ephesus after Paul 

Read 1 Timothy 4:1—6:21 
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Addendum 2 
  Patmos 

Read Revelation 1:1-18 

The Apostle John was exiled to Patmos during a widespread and vicious 

persecution late in the reign of Domitian. Early church historians indicate 

John came to Ephesus following the Roman destruction of Jerusalem, and, 

as one of the last surviving Apostles, he had an impactful ministry 

throughout Asia. Local authorities apparently determined that exiling John 

away from Ephesus and the rest of Asia was referable to making him into a 

celebrated martyr.  

It is commonly thought that Patmos was a deserted island or penal colony, 

but this was not the case. There was a significant Roman presence, with a 

fortress on the hill above the port town of Skala, whose ruins are still 

evident (upper).  In addition, inscriptions attest to the presence of a 

gymnasium facility, a stadium and temples to Artemis and Apollo, which 

presume a population present to make use of these (and other) facilities. 

Local traditions celebrate many stories of John’s ministry among the people 

of Patmos.  

The two most commonly visited sites on Patmos today are the Monastery of 

St. John and the Cave of the Apocalypse (left middle), where tradition 

asserts   John lived while he wrote the Apocalypse. Since then, the 

custodians of the cave have even memorialized in silver the place where 

John is said to have laid his head when he slept and the hand-hold he used 

to get up when he awoke. A three-way crack in the ceiling (upper left of 

center picture) is said to represent the trinity, and “was caused when God 

spoke to John the words he was to write.”  

Christians shouldn’t put too much focus in such traditions and should 

instead find blessing where John said they would find it, “in the words of 

this prophecy” (Rev 1:3). In the midst of a harsh persecution inspired by an 

antichrist-like emperor, the glorified Lord gives John enduring words 

specifically for the same churches of Asia which the enemies of the gospel 

had attempted to separate John from—words which would also resonate 

throughout church history to us today.  The Lord turns the emperor’s vain 

attempt at isolation and ministry suppression into the most overwhelming 

fellowship with the risen Lord and the most definitive and enduring 

statement of Christ’s ultimate victory over every adversary. After around 18 

months of exile, Domitian died and his memory was purged by the Roman 

senate. John was returned to Ephesus to complete his ministry .  

Patmos remains a lovely place to get away from busy cities to a quiet 

beach, cove (lower), or cave to reflect on the assurance of God’s word that 

no matter how rulers rant or rage, the kingdom of this world will become 

the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and 

ever (Rev 11:15)! 



   


