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“Queens of the Prairie” 

That’s how they have been referred to with great love.  Our two beautiful, skillful, wonderful, best 

listeners, best card players, best cooks and the fastest draw in the west cooks have retired from Camp 

Bentley where they have been the Queens in the kitchen there for the past 20 years…. and they will be 

missed by everyone.  Shirley said what she loved the most were the kids, the grandmas and the 

grandpas…”everyone was so good to us!”  Shirley said when they saw the kids come to camp for the first 

time and they were scared and homesick they would come into the kitchen and there they received hugs 

and candy.  The next year when they came to camp the kitchen was one of their first stops and they 

would ask Shirley and JoEllen to please come to their school and cook!  

(I’m sure it was because of their exact measurements in every dish…)   

JoEllen said if everyone could have as much fun at their jobs as they 

have had the world would be a better place to live.  Both talked about 

the hundreds and hundreds of water balloons they have filled for the 

kids, but before they got them out of the kitchen everyone was wet.   At 

every camp they came out with big water guns and would blast 

everyone in sight.  It has become one of the things all the kids just can’t 

wait for!  When Isaac Nordloef was 5 years old he came into the kitchen 

soaking wet with his own little squirt gun and held it straight at Shirley 

and very soberly said, “Take it like a man!”….. JoEllen said Wayne Dvirnak hired them 20 years ago and 

the first time he came to camp to visit they had Indian Tacos and ran out of food just as Wayne went 

through the line… in all the years since… that never happened again.   We are sure Wayne did not go 

away hungry.  No one ever went away hungry from Camp Bentley thanks to these wonderful ladies.  In 

all of the years they were there they never had a cross 

word for anyone and came every day with a smile on their 

faces and a “life is good” attitude. Camp Bentley has been 

blessed the past 20 years with 

their abilities to make every 

meal a joy and to get to know 2 

of the most loved women in 

North Dakota.  Thank you 

Shirley Blumhagen and JoEllen 

Ehrman for all of the fantastic 

meals and the gift of laughter you have given us. May 

God Bless you both!  



 

2019 Camp Bentley Calendar 
Work Camp          May 28-May 31 

Counselor training        May 29-30 

Men’s Roundup     May 31-June 2 

Women’s Retreat             June 7-9 

Senior High Camp     June 9-15 

Junior High Camp    June 16-22 

Junior Camp             June 23-28 

Family Camp            July 12-14 

ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt 

Thank You Ruth for Directing Senior High Camp for the Past 25 Years! 

           Ruth has been Directing Senior High Camp for a long time, she has worked with 

different Pastors through those years and many staff.  Brian, her husband, started with 

her many years ago as the Pastor but after several years his job took him away. Even 

though Ruth won’t be Directing Senior High Camp she will still be getting all the 

Counselors in place, the staff and will be in charge of everything that makes Camp run 

smoothly.  Thank you Ruth for your many years of dedication.  You truly have been a 

Blessing to Camp Bentley Senior High! 
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Thank You David Dahlgren!  Thank You David for faithfully serving as the 

treasurer of Camp Bentley for the past 12 years.  We are going to miss your 

wonderful sense of humor at the Camp Board meetings!  May God Bless you 

for the 12 years that you gave to Camp Bentley! 
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  Wish List for Camp:  New Boys and Girls Bathrooms by our 75th 

Anniversary…rewire the Chapel so we could add a better heating system and 

maybe someday air….Remodel the boys and girls big dorms.  But most 

importantly…prayer. 

 

If you would like to donate to Camp Bentley you could send it to our new 

treasurer Sue Bovee, 905 15th Ave. SE, Minot, ND 58701 

https://www.facebook.com/CampBentley/photos/a.2034839839891247/2034837039891527/?type=3


We Are Looking For Cooks! 
As our cooks retired after 20 years we are in need of cooks at 

Camp Bentley.  We would be open to endless possibilities.  If 

you are interested please call Ruth Skar at 701-453-3568 

 

Family Camp 

  

    Please pray for Camp Bentley,                                     

                       and especially for                        

                        the Counselors as 

Jr. High Blessing the Cooks                       they prepare for                                                                               

                                the coming year.                                                                              

                                                                               Art Project 
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Region Staff;  Ruth Skar  453-3568 

                                      Managers; Dave &Tam Wisthoff 

                                      240-1491 or 822-2639 

 

Letter to Lloyd Gingery from Wayne Holdeman 

“Hello Lloyd,  

I would like to help you in your work in North Dakota.  Helping with a Scholarship 

and work at Camp Bentley are both very worthy causes for the NDABM 300 Club.  I am 

still a North Dakotan at heart.  My daughter Marie Boggess and son Nathan 

Holdeman have very fond memories of Camp Bentley.  Marie is a teacher in Harlan 

Iowa and still goes back to Camp to help out the Junior Camp in the summer.  She and 

her husband also help with the youth at the church they attend in Harlan Iowa.  

Nathan is a Youth Pastor at Northridge Baptist Church in Mitchell SD.  I believe Camp 

Bentley has helped them in determining their life work.  So I praise God for camps like 

Camp Bentley that have helped youth in the past and will help kids in the future. “ 

 

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW!!! 

http://www.abc-dakotas.org/

