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Welcome to Saint Nicholas! We’re glad you’re worshipping with us today.
May our time together be a blessing to you. If you are visiting with us this
morning, please sign the guest register in the Narthex on the podium.
Child care is available during worship for infants and toddlers in our
staffed nursery room down the hall. All children ages 5 – 10 are invited to
attend Time for Children in the North Wing where they will hear a bible
lesson presented through story, song and prayer. Children are dismissed
with the adult leaders following the Children’s Sermon and return to
worship for Holy Communion.
Our worship always includes the sacrament of Holy Communion and
all people including children at the discretion of their parents are
welcome to receive. Children are also welcome to come forward to
receive a blessing from the pastor.
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GATHERING
“The Word of God”

Prelude
Welcome: “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” 2 Timothy
3:16
Stand

Confession And Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self‐examination….

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for
his sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them
the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Gathering Song: Thy Word

CCLI Song #14301

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the community of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. We thank you Lord, that the very same Holy Spirit who first
inspired these words to be written is here with us now. As we read them
open our hearts to your word that we may meet you there and hear you
speak to us. Amen.

WORD
Sit

Bible Presentation
Children’s Sermon
Time For Children

(All children in Kindergarten – 5th grade are invited to hear a bible lesson presented
through story, song and prayer in the North Wing.)

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 8:1-18
This entire commandment that I command you today you must diligently
observe, so that you may live and increase, and go in and occupy the land
that the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors. Remember the long
way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the
wilderness, in order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your
heart, whether or not you would keep his commandments. He humbled
you by letting you hunger, then by feeding you with manna, with which
neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted, in order to make you
understand that one does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
comes from the mouth of the LORD. The clothes on your back did not wear
out and your feet did not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart
that as a parent disciplines a child so the LORD your God disciplines you.
Therefore keep the commandments of the LORD your God, by walking in
his ways and by fearing him. For the LORD your God is bringing you into a
good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground
waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines
and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land
where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a
land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper.
You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for the good land that
he has given you. Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by
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failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I
am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have built
fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have
multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is
multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led
you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with
poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint
rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not
know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not
say to yourself, "My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me
this wealth." But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to
your ancestors, as he is doing today.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm: 19:1‐11,14 (Please read responsively)
The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the
world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the
end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
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More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in
your sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
Psalm Prayer
Let us pray.
Faithful God, you sent your incarnate Word as the sun of justice to shine
upon all the world. Open our eyes to see your gracious hand in all your
works, that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you
with gladness, for the sake of him through whom all things were made,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. + Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning is now, and forever
shall be, world without end. Amen.
Stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Verse of the Day: “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness”
2 Timothy 3:16
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: John 1:1‐5, 10‐14
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sit

Sermon
Sermon Questions:
“The key to devotional Bible reading seems to be in approaching Scripture
with an expectation that we will encounter God there and discover God’s
living Word to us” Mark Allen Powell
When was the last time you read the Bible in a regular manner? Have you
ever?
How might it be important to ‘hear from God’ day by day?
In St. Paul’s 2nd letter to Timothy he writes, “All scripture is inspired of
God, and is useful for teaching—for reprimanding, correcting, and training
in justice—so that the people of God may be fully competent and equipped
for every good work” 2 Tim. 3:16-17
What does ‘inspired’ mean? Is there a difference between inspired and
inerrant?
The Bible has been used to ‘prove’ many things that offend the modern
person. One can find passages about slavery, polygamy, community
stonings, and the repression of women. Were these situations cultural? Or
Biblical?
Do we ‘cherry-pick’ the Bible to prove what we already believe?
How do we read the bible then? Does the bible ‘read’ us?
We worship Christ, not the bible. What does this mean?
Martin Luther suggests that the bible holds forth Christ, much like a cradle
holds a child. Does this perspective change or challenge the way in which
you read scripture?
If you had a devotional Bible schedule, would you try it?
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Stand

Hymn of the Day: We Eat the Bread of Teaching (ELW 518)
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Prayers Of Intercession

Each prayer petition concludes with the following words:

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sharing Of The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
Sit

Gathering Of Gifts/Setting The Table

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church. If you would like
to give electronically here is our QR code and Wi‐Fi password:
SaintNicholas.
Give and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full ‐ pressed down, shake
together to make room for more, running over, and poured into your lap.
The amount you give will determine the amount you get back. Luke 6:38 NLT
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Offering Song
Stand

Offering Prayer
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first
given us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Eucharistic Prayer
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.
When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty.
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child;
When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom.
Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for
healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.
He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over the
city. With infinite love, he granted the people your life.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering Christ’s death, we cry out Amen. Amen!
Celebrating the resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen!
Trusting Christ’s presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. Amen!
O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit upon this meal. O God, you are
Bread: feed us with yourself.
O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. O God, you are
Fire: transform us with hope.
O God most majestic, O God most motherly,
O God our strength and our song,
you show us a vision of life for all, where none are hungry and everyone is
free.
Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of
our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion

All are welcome to receive the sacrament including children. Children not yet prepared
for Holy Communion are welcome to come forward and receive a blessing from the
pastor. Today we commune by intinction. With intinction, the communion participant
comes forward, receives a wafer and then dips it into the chalice of wine or grape juice
before eating it. We also offer gluten free wafers at communion.
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Sit

Communion Songs
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Hymn: Lord, Thy Word Abideth
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Remain seated

Post Communion Blessing
Prayer After Communion
Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite
the wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
Community Life Announcements
Stand

Blessing
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Sending Song: Standing on the Promises

Continued on next page
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Dismissal
Go forth….. loving God and loving your neighbors. Thanks be to God.
Preparing for Next Sunday
Do you show your family or friends your love?
What does it look like to worship God?
Are you worried about how it appears?
Are you able to worship God even though you may find yourself in a
tough situation?
Is your worship heartfelt and sincere?
What is the most thankful you have ever been towards God?
Do you believe that God is pleased by our worship?
How much do we owe God?
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SAINT NICHOLAS ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS
September 16, 2018

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
by Howard and Christine Hogan in thanks for
brothers and sisters.
Prayer Concerns
Health: Theresa Dubois, Joe Prowinski, Mike Ranson, Barbara White, Martha
Tonn, Kathleen Anastasi
Long term concerns: Heidi Gault, Avay Jaynes, The Smith/Biello Families,
Susan Vilcheck, Heidy Ritter, Garrett Krohnert, Tommy Green, Karen Smith, Jill
Richardson, Robin LaPorte, Sean MacDonnell, Ray Nieves, Linda Dorr
Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church has a special Prayer Team committed to intercessory
prayer. Your request will always be treated with immediacy, care, and confidentiality.
Contact Carol Blatt at tlblatt@comcast.net with prayer requests.
If you want your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer Concerns List,
please contact the church office. Prayer concerns will be carried for 1 month unless notified
otherwise.

This Week’s Birthdays
Monday — Julie Fowler, Lisa Smith Thursday — Ashlynn Vilcheck
Saturday — Edith Crane
Forgive us if we missed anyone, please contact the office if you would like to include your
birthday in the weekly announcements.

Worship Attendance ~ September 9
8:00 am — 63 10:45 am — 81
Staff & Leadership
The Rev. Kenneth D. Taylor ~ pastor@saintnicholaslutheran.org
Franklyn Johnson-Williams, Music Director ~ bonniejazzmusic@yahoo.com
Erika Demme, Office Adm. /Bookkeeper ~ office@saintnicholaslutheran.org
Jamie Flanders, Council President ~ Jaflanders65@gmail.com

20

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, Sept. 16
8:00 am Worship
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Inspired Book Study (Lower Level NW Classroom)
9:30 am Sunday Exchange (Fellowship hall)
10:45 am Worship
12:00 pm Youth Group
7:30 pm Another Chance
Monday – Thursday ~ 9:00 am – 3:30 pm Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Friday ~ 6:00 pm Rampage Wrestling
Tuesday, Sept. 18 ~ 7:00 pm Scouts
Wednesday, Sept. 19 ~ 11:00 am Philippians Bible Study
Thursday, Sept. 20 ~ 6:30 pm Choir;7:00 pm Steps to Serenity
Friday, Sept. 21 ~ 9:30 am Trip to Lutheran World Relief
Sunday, Sept. 23
8:00 am Worship
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Inspired Book Study (Lower Level NW Classroom)
9:30 am Sunday Exchange (Fellowship hall)
10:45 am Worship
12:00 pm Youth Group
5:00 pm Project ECHO
7:30 pm Another Chance

Volunteer Opportunities
Care Meal Ministry
The Member Care Team is creating a list of volunteers willing to make meals
for members in need. If you enjoy cooking, consider using those skills in
service to your brothers and sister at Saint Nicholas. Please contact the church
office (office@saintnicholaslutheran.org.) if you’re interested in volunteering
for this ministry.
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Project ECHO
Many thanks to Vicki Williams, Tracey Lotz, Sue Brockman, Erika Demme,
Susan Vilcheck, Donna Neri, Liz Starks, Sara Bowen and Phyllis Tolzmann for
preparing the August meal for Project Echo. If you would like to help prepare
the September meal, please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex or
contact Kathy Dangin (kdangin@live.com). This meal will be served on
Sunday, September 23rd.
T.P. for P.E.
Thank you to everyone who donated to our 2nd quarter toilet paper drive. 329
rolls of toilet paper were delivered to Project Echo Homeless Shelter. SNLC has
donated a total 602 rolls of toilet paper so far in 2018. Our next collection will
conclude on September 30th. Keep the generosity rolling!
First Food Sunday ~ October 7
The first Sunday of each month has been designated as "First Food Sunday" to
help restock the shelves at Calvert Churches Community Food Pantry. Here are
some suggested food items. Please place donations in the basket in the
Narthex.
Tuna Fish
Peanut Butter and Jelly
Canned Fruit and Vegetables
Canned Pasta
Canned Pork and Beans
Soups (canned/dry)
Cereals (hot/cold)
Macaroni and Cheese
Pasta and Spaghetti Sauce
Pancake mix/Bisquick
Muffin mix
Pudding/Jell-O
Nutri grain bars
Crackers
Adopt‐a‐Highway
Please consider joining us for our quarterly Adopt-a-Highway pickup on
Saturday, October 13. Our new route is the first mile of Plum Point Road (off
of Rt. 4). We will meet at the bowling alley at 8 am. Please let Vicki Soto
(vicki.marie.soto@gmail.com) know if you want to participate. If you have
never participated before you will need to view a safety video.
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Announcements
Did You Know . . .
That St. Nicholas earns money by collecting and recycling toners and ink jet
cartridges?
Every month we take 10 cartridges (maximum amount) to Office Depot which
gives us approximately $120.00 towards office supplies throughout the year.
We also mail them out, free of charge, for cash back. Check out
TonerBuyer.com, inkrecycling.org, and recycling.groups.escrip.com to see what
used cartridges they will buy back. They all accept different cartridges and pay
out different amounts. Toner Buyer seems to take the majority of cartridges we
receive but we are very close to sending a shipment to ink recycling.
Please check out these sites and place your used ink cartridges in the basket in
the Narthex. Besides making money for St. Nicholas, recycling supports the
environment of our community!
Fellowship
A great big thank you to Dawn Hogenson for providing
the food for fellowship for the early service on September
9. If you are interested in providing fellowship food, there
are now two opportunities on every Sunday. Feel free to
team up with someone. Food options could be pastries,
desserts, fruits, veggies, cheese and crackers, little
sandwiches, deviled eggs, casseroles, pretzels, etc. The possibilities are
endless.
Text Message Updates
Saint Nicholas will be utilizing the text messaging service, Remind, to inform
congregation members of any changes that need immediate attention. Text
@snlc1 to the number 81010 to receive messages. You may receive a
welcome message that asks for your name and your position (teacher, student,
parent), please respond as accurately as possible. This service will be used
sparingly/as needed and will not be a primary means of communicating usual
information. If you have any questions, please contact Bryan Mullins
(mullinsb@calvertnet.k12.md.us).
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Oktoberfest
Saint Nicholas Lutheran's 3rd annual Oktoberfest is
Saturday, October 6, from 12:00 to 5:00. Enjoy live music
including performances by Kevin Sullivan and Erik Hyland, a
variety of seasonal beer including some brewed by the Ale
Saints from All Saints Lutheran in Bowie, wine, Germanstyle cuisine, silent auction, 50/50 raffle, local vendors, a
best costume contest, a stein race, a stein holding contest, and much more fun
for all ages! Ticket pre‐sales will be held on Sunday mornings on 9/23 and
9/30. Beer Garden passes including 3 drink tickets are only $15 ($20 the
day of the event), or you can throw in the new Oktoberfest t‐shirt for an
additional $15. This year we will be raising funds for Project ECHO (10% of
profits will be donated), so invite all your friends and family to enjoy a good
time while helping a good cause. If you would like to help make this event even
better, consider contributing a silent auction basket (see Deb Bang for details),
sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board to help during the event, or consider
donating ice or folding tables the day of the event. For more information,
contact Bryan Mullins (mullinsb@calvertnet.k12.md.us)
SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS for Oktoberfest
SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS for Oktoberfest. Please consider making a
donation to the silent auction. Thanks to your donations, the Oktoberfest
silent auction was very successful last year. Successful auction items were
theme baskets, vacation properties, high-end jewelry and bags, paintings,
certificates for services, i.e. handyman, massages, vineyard and brewery tours,
along with a myriad of other items. Please help make the Auction a
success! Donations may be placed in the church library by Sept 22. Please
contact Debbie Bang, dbang20736@yahoo.com, 301-908-7869 cell.
Blood Drive
The next Blood Drive is scheduled for Saturday, October 13 from 7:30am12:30pm. If you would like to donate, please make an appointment at 1-800733-2767 or wwww.redcrossblood.org. If you are unable to keep your
appointment, you can cancel it the same way. Red Cross staff might not be able
to accommodate potential donors who come without an appointment
(especially after mid-morning).
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New Member Class
For those considering membership at Saint Nicholas we will be offering a new
member class on Sunday, October 21 between the two services. New
members will be inducted on Sunday, October 28. If you’re interested in
becoming a new member please contact Pastor Ken. There is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board.
Serving Next Sunday, September 23
8:00 am
Assisting Minister
Altar Care
Altar Flowers
Acolyte
Lector
Ushers/Communion Asst.
Offering Counters
Coffee Set-up
Nursery
Time for Children
Fellowship

Laura Forseth
Kathy Dangin
Buzzetta
Volunteer Needed
Christine Hogan
Erika & Sean Demme
Pam Werner, Tom Blatt
Anna Kitzmiller
Volunteer Needed
Volunteers Needed
Volunteer Needed

10:45 am
Assisting Minister
Altar Care
Acolytes
Lector
Ushers/Communion Asst.
Offering Counters
Coffee Clean-up
Nursery
Time for Children
Fellowship

Janet Hooper
Heidi Bishop
Volunteer Needed
Lisa Buzzetta
Debbie Bang, Bryan Mullins
Ed Aronhalt, Kris Wood
Volunteer Needed
Becky Watkins
Karen & Clara Phelps
Youth Group
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Serving Today, September 16
8:00 am
Assisting Minister
Altar Care
Altar Flowers
Acolyte
Lector
Ushers/Communion Asst.
Offering Counters
Coffee Set-up
Nursery
Time for Children
Fellowship

Glenn Wolfgang
Carol Blatt
Hogan
Volunteer Needed
Sharon LeBrun
Tracey & Jim Lotz
Sharon LeBrun, Tom Blatt
Anna Kitzmiller
Volunteer Needed
Andre Dangin, Dani & Marisa Mozzetta
Mozzetta

10:45 am
Assisting Minister
Altar Care
Acolytes
Lector
Ushers/Communion Asst.
Offering Counters
Coffee Clean-up
Nursery
Time for Children
Fellowship

Lisa Buzzetta
Anna Kitzmiller, Mary Jo Gebhardt
Steven Vilcheck
Breanna Kekesi
Jackie Stein, Volunteer Needed
Christy Mullins, Tom Blatt
Debbie Bang
Volunteer Needed
Heidi & Eden Bishop
Jackie Stein

Begin Anew! Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church
Enjoying God by worshipping joyfully, engaging youth,
experiencing community.
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