
WORD 
Sit  
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy 
and singing.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of 
Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our 
God.  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  Say to 
those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  
He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and 
save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the 
grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall 
be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 
God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be 
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  And the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 146:5-10 (Please sing responsively)  
 

 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who 
hunger. 
  The Lord sets the | captive free. 
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are 
bowed down; 
  the Lord| loves the righteous.  
The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of       
        the wicked. 
The Lord shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!  



Psalm Prayer 
Let us pray.  
Blessed indeed are they who put their trust in you, O God, our sure rock 
and refuge. Guard us from giving to any other the allegiance that 
belongs only to you. Shine upon us with the brightness of your light, 
that we may love you with a pure heart and praise you forever; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning is now, and forever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

 
Second Reading: James 5:7-10 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The altar flowers are given by Tracey and Jim Lotz in loving 

memory of Tracey’s mom. 
 

Prayer Concerns 
Health: Michael Harris, Don Burbank, Michael Robinson, Maya Gault, Amelia 
Moore, Sherry Dundon, Tom Horton, Arnold von Soosten 
Long term concerns: Heidi Gault, Avay Jaynes, Susan Vilcheck, Karen Smith, 
Jill Richardson, Theresa Dubois, Ray Nieves, Linda Dorr, Dawn Jaeger, Rick 
Masterson, Gus Wolf, Linda Parsons, David Sullivan    
Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church has a special Prayer Team committed to intercessory 
prayer. Your request will always be treated with immediacy, care, and confidentiality. 
Contact Carol Blatt at tlblatt@comcast.net with prayer requests. If you want your name or 
someone else’s name added to the Prayer Concerns List, please contact the church office. 
Prayer concerns will be carried for 1 month unless notified otherwise.   

 
This Week’s Birthdays 

Monday- Michael Hyland           Tuesday – Rob Frick 
Forgive us if we missed anyone, please contact the office if you would like to include your 

birthday in the weekly announcements.   
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Staff & Leadership 

The Rev. Kenneth D. Taylor ~ brotherken@stnick.church 
Mary Kiessling,  Custodian ~ Maryb1219@gmail.com 
Liz Duncan, Office Adm./Bookkeeper ~ office@stnick.church 
Bryan Mullins, Council President  ~ mullinsb@calvertnet.k12.md.us 

 
 
 
 

Safe Nights Week 
Mary Ellen Boynton of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is hoping St. Nicholas will 
again help St. Paul's Episcopal Church with their Safe Nights week. Our 
week is Jan. 19-Jan. 26, 2020. We will have the guests all day and night on 
Sunday Jan. 19 and Jan. 20th.   

 
T.P. for P.E. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 3rd quarter toilet paper drive 
for Project ECHO Homeless Shelter. 380 rolls of toilet paper and assorted 
toiletry items were delivered following the September 30th worship. That 
brings our yearly total to 1,288 rolls of toilet paper donated. Our next 
collection will be delivered following worship on December 29th, so please 
keep the generosity rolling!  
 

Food Pantry Needs  
Saint Nicholas contributes all year to the Calvert Churches Community Food 
Pantry in Prince Frederick which serves about 300 families per month. 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT NICHOLAS  
Sunday, December 15  
8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
5:30 pm Cub Scout Pack 1806 
7:30 pm Another Chance 
Monday, -Wednesday ~ 10:30 am – 2:45 pm Office Hours 
Thursday ~ 7:30 am – 2:45 pm Office Hours 
Monday-Friday ~ 6:00 pm Wrestling Rampage 
Tuesday, December 17~ 6:30 pm Girl BSA Troop 314 
Tuesday, December 17~ 7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 422 
Wednesday, December 18 ~ 7:00 pm Bible Study 
Thursday, December 19 ~ 7:00 pm Steps to Serenity 
Sunday, December 22 
8:30 am Worship 
10:00 am Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship 
5:00 Pm Project ECHO Meal 
5:30 pm Cub Scout Pack 1806 
7:30 pm Another Chance 
 
 

 
 Volunteering 
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Although food donations are welcome at any time, we have designated the 
first Sunday of each month as "First Food Sunday" to help restock their 
shelves. Any and all donations are greatly appreciated and go a long way in 
helping the needy in our community. Here are some suggested food items. 
Cereal,  snacks (Nutri-grain/granola bars etc.), baked beans, pasta 
salad, pasta sides (Knorr, Kraft etc.) Please place donations in the 
basket in the lobby.  
 

Project ECHO Meal  
Many thanks to the Yott family, the Zumstein Family, Ann Wolfgang, Tracey 
Lotz, Donna Neri, Kristin Albaugh, and Lauren Wawroski for preparing the 
November meal for Project Echo.  If you would like to prepare a portion of 
the December meal, to be served on Sunday, December 22nd, please sign up 
on the bulletin board in the narthex or contact Kathy Dangin 
(kdangin@live.com). 

 
Holiday Food Baskets 

For $50, Calvert County Churches Food Pantry can assemble a complete 
Thanksgiving dinner for a family in need in Calvert County.  You can 
contribute to a portion of a basket, or a whole basket.  Please place a check 
in the offering plate made out to Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church, with 
Holiday Baskets on the memo line.  Thank you! 
 

 

Gifts of Hope 
Gifts of Hope helps others one gift at a time, locally and globally. Our 
congregation supports the work of Gifts of Hope during the Advent Season. 
The 2019 Catalog of Gifts has 42 unique gifts which support the work of 10 
social service agencies, 2 church camps, 4 ministries, and 3 
partner synods. For just a few dollars you can give hope to others: $10 
provides nutritious food; $45 will provide essentials to homeless 
women; $50 will pack a backpack for children; $100 will help repair 
churches in Slovakia; $150 helps with rent assistance. Visit our Gifts of 
Hope table in the lobby or at www.giftsofhopedc.org. Working together we 
make a difference. 

 
 
 

Holiday Staff Gifts 
To demonstrate our appreciation for all their selfless contributions to our 
worship and ministries, please consider making a monetary gift for our staff 
members this holiday season. Please place cash in an envelope marked 
“staff gift” or a check in the offering plate with “staff gift” on the memo line. 
Please make your gift by Sunday, December 22, 2019.  

 
Tree of Angels  

A big thank you on behalf of the families receiving Tree of Angel gifts. There 
were 297 family applications in Calvert county with the total number of 
children numbering 608. Saint Nicholas was able to provide toys and 
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clothing for 21 children.  I am appreciative of your ongoing generous 
support of this program.    
 

Amazon Smile 
When shopping on Amazon please use smile.amazon.com and make St. 
Nicholas your beneficiary to raise money for our church. 

 
BAG A BOOK FOR A BUCK! 

Books gleaned from our library are available for purchase.  Take a look on 
the table in the fellowship hall and select from new books, suitable for gift 
giving, as well as used books, and from children’s books to adult 
books.  Leave your donation in the basket.  Proceeds will help pay for a new 
Bible reference series for our library. 
 

Fellowship 
Thank you to Dawn Hogenson and Lauren Wawroski for providing the food 
for fellowship in November.  If you are interested in providing fellowship 
food, please sign up on the bulletin board.  Feel free to team up with 
someone.  Food options could be pastries, desserts, fruits, veggies, cheese 
and crackers, little sandwiches, deviled eggs, casseroles, pretzels, etc.  The 
possibilities are endless.   

2019 Financial Contributions 
The end of 2019 is rapidly approaching.  To ensure that all your 2019 
financial contributions get recorded on your 2019 contribution statement, 
please have them into the office on or before 12:00 noon Tuesday 
December 31, 2019.  Any contributions received after that time will be 
recorded on your 2020 contribution statement.  Thank you!!  

 
Security during Worship 

In recent months, the Council has been discussing security practices during 
our worship services.  It isn’t a fun discussion, but an important 
consideration for any congregation in this day and age.  The ELCA and law 
enforcement both suggest the best way to secure a congregation during 
worship is to control access, meaning the locking of exterior doors during 
worship.  The Council decided that we should start locking the exterior 
doors of the church building shortly after the service starts. The current 
instructions for our ushers already ask that at least one usher stay in the 
narthex to allow folks in that arrive late.  No one arriving late will be 
prevented from entering and will be warmly greeted and welcomed.  We’re 
looking at other security measures as well, and welcome any suggestions 
or thoughts.  If you have any questions, please contact Pam Werner, 
Worship and Arts Liaison. 
 

 
Sound Board Operation Training/Volunteers for  

10 am Worship Service 
All of us have been enjoying our terrific band during the 10 am service 
which brings us joy each week!  Saint Nicholas has been working on the 
sound system to make the most out of our band and all of our 



musicians.  We are looking for a few members to be trained to use the 
sound board during the 10am service, and to volunteer once a month 
during the service to work the sound board as necessary.  Please contact 
Pam Werner if you would be willing to support the music ministry in this 
important way.   

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Worship  
 

4:00 pm Family Service 
7:30 pm Candlelight Service 

 
There will be one service on 

 December 29 at 9am. 
 
Now is the best time to share your 
church.  Invite your family and your friends 
to Saint Nicholas! 
 
  

An Environmental Tipoff  
from the Care for Creation Advocacy Team 

  
Bundle Up Your Home 

  

This winter remember to bundle up your home to prevent loss of heat. 
The hidden cracks and gaps around your home can add up to as much 
heat loss as an open window. Sealing gaps in your home can save up to 
10% on energy costs. When looking for heating leaks, pay special 
attention to attics and basements since most heat exchange takes place 
in these areas. 
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Serving Next Sunday, December 22 
     

 
8:30 am           
Assisting Minister         Barbara Harris 
Altar Care                                 Kathy Dangin 
Altar Flowers     Pam Werner 
Lector                      Joe Sharar 
Ushers/Communion Asst.                    Volunteers Needed 
Offering Counters                    Joe Sharar, Justin Yott 
Coffee Set-up        Anna Kitzmiller 
Nursery                                  Volunteers Needed 
Fellowship               Jackie Stein 
 
10:00 am 
Assisting Minister    Ryan Mozetta 
Altar Care      Mary Jo Gebhardt 
Acolyte      Amelia Roger 
Lector      Deanna Kekesi 
Ushers/Communion Asst.   David Hickin, Jackie Stein 
Offering Counters    David Hickin, Kris Wood 
Coffee Clean-up     Daryl & Trish Urnosky 
Nursery      Gillian Riehle 
Sunday School     Sherry Owens, Mary Jo Gebhardt,   

      Donna Neri, Debbie Bang 
 

   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Serving Today, December 15     
 

8:30 am           
Assisting Minister         Lisa Buzzetta 
Altar Care                                 Anna Kitzmiller, Carol Blatt 
Altar Flowers     The Lotz Family 
Lector                      Jamie Flanders 
Ushers/Communion Asst.                    Andre and Kathy Dangin 
Offering Counters                    Christine Hogan, Sharon LeBrun 
Coffee Set-up        Joe Sharar 
Nursery                                  Lauren Wawroski 
Fellowship              Volunteers Needed 
 
10:00 am 
Assisting Minister    Marisa Mozzetta  
Altar Care      Kris Wood 
Acolyte      Carys Kekesi 
Lector      Deanna Kekesi 
Ushers/Communion Asst.   Jerry & Kris Wood 
Offering Counters    Daryl Urnosky, Vicki Williams 
Coffee Clean-up     Daryl & Trish Urnosky 
Nursery      Volunteers Needed 
Sunday School     Mandi Taylor, Trish Urnosky, Erin   

      McClelland, Susan Vilcheck    
    

  
 
 
 

    

  
Begin Anew! Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church 

Enjoying God by worshipping joyfully, engaging youth, 
experiencing community. 
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