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PASTOR KEN TAYLOR 

I always thank my God for you  

because of the grace of God that was given to 
you in Christ Jesus. 1 Corinthians 1:4 

 

Settling in.  

 

At long last, it appears that life may be 
approaching a predictable rhythm again.  

 

As I reflect on the past several weeks, I am 
overwhelmed by the warm welcome and 

generosity that the people of Saint Nicholas have extended to our 
family.  

 

Thank you. From the bottom of our hearts, we feel very fortunate to be 
here.  

 

We are settling into our home. The kiddos have started school.  

And I begin to learn more about you.  

 

Now we can begin anew. Now we can begin to articulate why we are 
church together.  

 

What does it mean to share the gospel?  

(Continued on page 3) 
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 KENNETH.TAYLOR@YAHOO.COM 

What does it mean to be free in Christ? 

What is it about Christ that we are excited to share with our neighbors?  

 

I am excited to really dig in. Let’s do this.  

Let’s discover what God has in store for Saint Nicholas Lutheran.  

 

May God richly bless you and stir your hearts in freedom to love our 
neighbors.  

 

Peace in Christ.  

 

†  brother ken 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

BEGIN ANEW  
EMBRACE GENEROSITY IS COMING!!! 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical 
perspective do not view the money Christians give to their church 
merely as a way to pay its bills.  Rather, such congregations see 
financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by supporting our church’s mission and ministry 
with a percentage of our incomes. 

 

The Saint Nicholas stewardship committee has selected the 
Consecration Sunday stewardship program as a way to teach the 
biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship 
education emphasis this year.  Our theme for the program is Begin 
Anew - Embrace Generosity.  

 

The Consecration Sunday program is based on the biblical philosophy 
of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development, 
rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating 
people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat 
people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an 
act of discipleship. Consecration Sunday encourages people toward 
proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What 
percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  During morning 
worship on Consecration Sunday, November 6th, we are asking our 
attendees and members to make their financial commitments to our 
church’s outreach, benevolent, and educational ministries in this 
community and around the world. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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 WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving 
Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on Consecration 
Sunday. We also urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to 
completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one 
feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a 
card. 

  

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During 
morning worship our guest leader will conduct a brief period of 
instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their 
commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events 
through the Stewardship Team and the Congregational Council. Since 
we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, 
we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to 
attend Consecration Sunday worship. 

 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration 
Sunday events. 

 
Debbie Bang, Tom Blatt, Colleen Hyland 

Stewardship Team  

(Continued from page 4) 
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OUR STEWARDSHIP  

  September Year to Date 

Mortgage Receipts $6,107  $57,329  

Mortgage Payments  $8,000  $73,800 

Total Income  $26,072  $246,304 

Less Operating Expenses  $22,866  $244,658 

Net Income  $3,206  $1,646 

Total Restricted Receipts  $11,425  $22,686 

WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The end of 2016 is closing in 
rapidly.  If you want to make any 
financial contributions to Saint 
Nicholas and have them appear 
on your 2016 contributions 
statement, please make sure they 
arrive in the church office on or 
before December 31, 2016.  Any 
contributions received on or after 
January 1, 2017 will appear on 
your 2017 contributions 
statement.  Thank you!!  
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 WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 
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 WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

Date  Number of Joyful Worshippers 

September 4 50 

September 11 88 

September 18 78 

September 25 70 

Total 286 
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 WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

                 Assisting Minister 

6 Bryan Mullins 

13 Janet Hooper 

20 Andre Dangin 

27 Deanna Kekesi 

               Lector 

6 Harris Cooper 

13 Carol Blatt 

20 Ann Wolfgang 

27 Christy Mullins 

                Presenters 

6 Kris & Jerry Wood 

13 Amare & Walt Merz 

20 Lauren Wawroski and Karen Phelps 

27 Debbie Bang and Dave Hickin 
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 WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

             Altar Care 

6 Pam Werner and Wanda Moser 

13 Barbara Harris and Christy Mullins 

20 Carol Blatt and Anna Kitzmiller 

27 Kathy Dangin and Vicki Williams 

         Ushers 

6 Wanda & Doug Moser 

13 John & Dawn Hogenson 

20 Sean & Erika Demme 

27 Volunteers Needed 

         Offering Counters 

6 Vicki Williams and Ann Wolfgang 

13 Tom Blatt and Sean Demme 

20 Greg Bandelow and Dave Hickin 

27 Tom Blatt and Walt Merz 
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 WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

                 Sunday Hospitality 

6 Catered Luncheon 

13 Dawn Hogenson 

20 Volunteer Needed 

27 Volunteer Needed 

        Coffee Set-up 

6 Bryan Mullins 

13 Vicki Soto 

20 Anna Kitzmiller 

27 Jim Felbinger 

        Coffee Clean-up 

6 Volunteer Needed 

13 Debbie Bang 

20 Sara Bowen 

27 Rob Frick 
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 WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

                     Bread 

6 Pam Werner 

13 Volunteer Needed 

20 Anna Kitzmiller 

27 Ann Wolfgang 

              Nursery 

6 Sheila Poole 

13 Jackie Soto, Elizabeth Taby 

20 Mary Jo Gebhardt, Erin McClelland 

27 Barbara Harris, Sherry Owens 

              Time for Children 

6 No Sunday School or Time For Children/Consecration Sunday 

13 Leader: Vicki Soto  Assistant: Sherry Owens 

20 Leader: Debbie Bang  Assistant: Kathy Dangin  

27 No Sunday School or Time For Children/Thanksgiving Break 
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WORSHIPPING JOYFULLY 

MANY HANDS ARE NEEDED TO SERVE OUR LORD 
Joyfully worshipping God is central to everything we do at Saint 
Nicholas, and there are many ways that you can contribute in making 
worship a memorable experience for a person's weekly connection with 
God and others.  If you are interested in serving as an Usher, Lector, or 

Presenter please contact Erika at office@saintnicholaslutheran.org.  
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS 
   After much discussion and debate, we have opted to change some 
things due to the kids’ crazy schedules.  For the time being, we are 
replacing our regular, weekly Sunday evening meetings with a couple 
of special events each month.  This change goes into effect 
immediately; i.e., we are not meeting on Sunday evenings.  Below is a 
list of what we have planned so far. 
  
Sunday, November 20th – 3rd Annual Chili, Cornbread, and Chocolate 
Cook-off to be held immediately following the congregational 
meeting.  We will need set up and clean up help. 
  
Friday, November 25th – Movie outing, time and location to be 
determined based on what movie the kids want to see, but we’re 
thinking something late afternoon or early evening. 
  
December – depending on the weather, we may do a bonfire one 
Friday evening and we are looking at a lock-in over the Christmas 
break 
  
January/February – The kids have asked to go skiing.  We’re trying to 
hammer out dates now – possible Tuesday, February 21st. 
  
Ideas for other events are 
welcome.  These events are open 
to all 6th through 12th graders and 
their friends.  

 
 
 

ENGAGING YOUTH 
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CHILI COOKOFF 
Dust off your chili/cornbread recipes and save room for lunch on 
Sunday, November 20.  Following the congregational meeting, the 
youth will be hosting their annual chili cookoff in the North wing.  Sign 
up your entries in advance.  Awards will be given for the best chili, 
cornbread, and chocolate dessert.  Free will offering will benefit the 
youth of Saint Nicholas who have Shekinah, Chrysalis, the Youth 
Gathering, and other activities coming up.  

 
 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
We are once again participating in this program 
which sends shoeboxes filled with treats to 
children all over the world to help spread the 
joy of Christ to children who may never hear 
the Good News in any other way.  The 
Confirmation Students will be filling boxes on 
October 30th and November 13th.  Gift ideas 
are small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, 
candy, t-shirts and socks.  We cannot send any 
used or damaged items, liquids, candy that 
would melt, any breakable items such as glass 
or any war related items. We are also 
collecting monetary donations to cover the cost 
of shipping ($7 per box).  We are using 
standard boxes recommended by the charity 
instead of wrapping our own shoeboxes.   

ENGAGING YOUTH 
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We pray that our Lord will bless those listed, as well as those in your 
heart, with a sense of peace and assurance through the abiding 
presence of God's Spirit. 

Bereavement: Family and Friends of Joseph Sheffer 

Health: Dave Banholzer, Christine Hogan, Karlin Anderson, Susan 
Hattingh, Patsy Williams, Bartley Family, Belinda Kite, Pamela 
Stambaugh, Glenn Wolfgang 

Long term concerns: Diane Culp, Heidi Gault, Avay Jaynes, The 
Smith/Biello Families, Austin Smith, Beth Dell 

Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church has a special Prayer Team committed 
to intercessory  prayer. Your request will always be treated with 
immediacy, care, and confidentiality. Contact Carol Blatt at 
tlblatt@comcast.net with prayer requests.  

EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 
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EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 

T.P. for P.E. 
We have collected a total for the year of 1370 rolls. It is never too late to 
donate! Our next drive will conclude December 25th, so keep the 
generosity rolling! 

   BLOOD DRIVE 
Did you know Saint Nicholas has been partnering with the American 
Red Cross hosting blood drives for 15 years! And since January 2001, 
we have collected 2,699 units of blood, possibly saving the lives of 
8,097 patients.  Thank you to everybody who participates in this very 
important ministry!  The next blood drive is December 10. Reserve 
your time to help out at the blood drive or donate blood now! If you have 
any questions, please contact Barbara Harris 
atbramharris@comcast.net or Phyllis Tolzmann 
at petolzmann@gmail.com.  

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 
Vicki Soto is organizing an adopt-a-highway trash pick-up for early 
November.  If you are interested, please contact her 
at vicki.marie.soto@gmail.com. 
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 EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS 
For $50, Calvert County Churches Food Pantry can assemble a com-
plete Thanksgiving dinner for a family in need in Calvert County.  You 
can contribute to a portion of a basket, or a whole basket.  Please 
place a check in the offering plate made out to Saint Nicholas Lutheran 
Church, with Holiday Baskets on the memo line.  Thank you. 
  

THE FOOD PANTRY 
During the month of November Saint Nicholas will be collecting rice, 
stuffing, canned fruit, muffin mixes, cereal bars, cereal and canned to-
matoes for the Calvert Churches Community Food Pantry.  CCCFP Inc. 
is a Christian outreach ministry providing food for the needy in our com-
munity. Please place your donations in the basket in the Narthex. 
Thank you for your support! 
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11/1  Alexander Merz  

11/9  Andrew Dangin   

11/9  Michael Williams   

11/12  Caroline Banholzer  

11/16  Gloria O'Brien  

11/17  Madelyn Taylor 

11/18  Samuel Camilletti  

11/21  Christine Bauerdorf 

11/21  Stephen Groff   

11/23  Deanna Kekesi 

11/25  Kevin Wawroski 

11/26  David Hickin   

11/26  Amare Merz   

11/26  Connie Short 

11/26  Brian Sullivan  

11/27  Anna Kitzmiller  

11/29  McKenna Taylor 

11/30  Laura Forseth  

11/30  Douglas Moser 

EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 
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Our family consists of 
myself, Matt Taby, my 
wife Elizabeth, my son 
Braidyn (5) and my 
daughter Brooke (3).  
We recently moved to 
Huntingtown, MD in 
November of 2015.  I 
grew up in Millersville, 
MD which is in Anne 
Arundel County.  I 
spent my entire 
childhood there up until 
I went to college.  I 
spent my first year of 
college in 
Pennsylvania at 
Widener University 
where I played football.  After one year, I decided that I wanted to 
transfer closer to home and attend Stevenson University (formerly 
known as Villa Julie College).  It was there that I met my beautiful wife, 

(Continued on page 21) 

EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 

From L to R: Elizabeth, Brooke, Braidyn, and Matt Taby 
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EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 

Elizabeth.  We met in September of 2007 and after dating for about 2 ½ 
years, we decided to buy a house together in Glen Burnie, MD.  I 
proposed to Elizabeth in February 2010 and by October of 2010 were 
officially Mr. and Mrs. Taby.  Since then we have been blessed with our 
two beautiful kids.  Elizabeth has been a member of St. Nicholas since 
she was a young and has strong ties with the church.  Because of the 
bond she had with the church and many of its members, we decided to 
have both of our children baptized at St. Nicholas.  In 2015, we wanted 
to move back to Elizabeth’s old stomping grounds and ended up in 
Huntingtown, and it has been great.    

I spend my weekdays working for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation in 
Bethesda, Maryland where I am the Manager of Research 
Administration.  I really enjoy my job but the drive can sometimes test 
my patience. Those who drive around the DC area know what I mean.  
Elizabeth is a stay at home mom and loves it, as do our kids.  It’s truly a 
blessing to have such an amazing wife who is also an amazing mother 
as she is able to teach the kids so much.  I really do appreciate what 
goes into being a stay at home mom, I know for a fact that I would not 
be able to do it.  Outside of work I play softball, and the family and I 
enjoy hiking and going to the beach.  My kids love being outside and so 
do Elizabeth and I.  Braidyn currently does Karate and Brooke is in 
gymnastics.  They are extremely outgoing and genuinely really sweet 
kids.  If you ever want to get Braidyn’s attention, just start talking about 
animals and he will talk your ear off.   

(Continued from page 20) 

(Continued on page 22) 
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 EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 

Elizabeth and I both really enjoy being a part of the church and the 
community.  Elizabeth currently teaches Sunday school for the 1st and 
2nd graders and we both volunteer around the church as much as 
possible.  Elizabeth has helped with VBS the past few years, and I 
know it has been a great experience not only for her, but for our 
children too.  I was able to help decorate for VBS this year which was a 
lot of fun, I even got to hang the giant Octopus above the alter 25 ft. off 
the ground (thanks Mrs. Sherry Owens).  Elizabeth also recently was in 
charge of the children’s games at Oktoberfest and I helped make/build 
all of the games for it.  It was nice to see such a great turn out.   

St. Nicholas has been 
great to my family and 
I and I couldn’t 
imagine being a part 
of a better, friendlier, 
and giving 
congregation.  We 
look forward to the 
blessings that the 
future may bring.   

(Continued from page 21) 
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 EXPERIENCING COMMUNITY 

TASTE BUDS 
The Taste Buds had a fun time at Mulberry Hill Farm in October 
enjoying live music and sipping the flavors of Port of Leonardtown 
Winery. 

On Saturday, November 19th at 12:30, join the Taste Buds for lunch at 
The Ruddy Duck in Solomons Island. The food and drink are second to 
none and so is the company! 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please 
contact Bryan Mullins at 724-967-5579 or 
mullinsb@calvertnet.k12.md.us.   



24 

 

Council met on October 20, 2016.   

Council reviewed the 2017 Proposed 
Budget Planning.  Council discussed that 
our January meeting will be moved to 
January 9th because the annual 
congregational meeting is on January 29th. 
Bryan reported that he has some people 
who are interested in serving on council 
next year.   

Council discussed whether we want to 
make Saint Nicholas a non-smoking 
campus and not just a non-smoking 
building because Sean is finding cigarette 
butts around the building outside.  After 
some discussion, Sean reported that he will 

continue handling the issue, and we will not make any changes now.  
Sean reported that there are some issues with the doors here being 
unlocked and he will get an estimate to see what it will cost to change 
the locks.   

Pastor Ken reported whether it is possible for everyone on council to 
have a role in supporting our ministry here so that they become a 
conduit for information back and forth.  He proposed that the six at 
large council members have the following positions: Worship and Arts, 
Christian Education, Building and Grounds, Community Life and 
Outreach, Social Concerns, Stewardship.  Howard reported that the 
original intention was that the six at large members were to report on a 
specific aspect of church life, and council agreed to Pastor’s Ken’s 
proposal.  

(Continued on page 25) 

ADMINISTRATION 
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Council discussed the service times for Christmas Eve and Christmas 
morning.  Pastor Ken reported that he is going to try and do a meet and 
greet the second Sunday of the month with five families.  He also 
reported that he is going to try and meet with members of the 
congregation for coffee or lunch near their work or shadow them at their 
job to help him be a better minister and understand the congregational 
members better.  He reported that he wants to meet with every family if 
possible by the end of the year. 

Council discussed changing the day of our meetings due to scheduling 
conflicts.   Lauren made a motion to move the meetings to the second 
Monday of the month, and Ken seconded it.   

Bryan reported that 
the proceeds from 
Oktoberfest are still 
coming in so he does 
not have a firm figure 
yet.   

Lauren reported that 
the nursery is almost 
completed.  

 

(Continued from page 24) 

ADMINISTRATION 



26 

 

  Council Members 

 Ken Clark 

Colleen Hyland 

Bryan Mullins 

Lauren Wawroski 

Kris Wood  

Walter Merz (youth) 

Executive Committee 

President - Sean Demme 

Vice Pres. - Pam Werner 

Secretary - Liz Starks 

Treasurer - Howard Hogan 

ADMINISTRATION 

2016 Church Council 
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NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 
Harris Cooper 

Bryan Mullins 

Pam Werner 

FACILITIES & PROPERTY 

Jim Felbinger, Custodian  

Harris Cooper 

Sean Demme 

Keith Williams 

FINANCE 

Howard Hogan, Treasurer 

Tom Blatt, Financial Secretary  

Ed Aronhalt 

Colleen Hyland 

Amare Merz 

Kris Wood 

ADMINISTRATION 

If you have an article to be 
included in the monthly 
newsletter, send it to Bryan 
Mullins at 
mullinsb@calvertnet.k12.md.us. 
Please be kind to everyone who 
volunteers to get the newsletter 
out each month by respecting the 
monthly deadline of the 15th. 
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Saint Nicholas Lutheran Church  
1450 Plum Point Road 
Huntingtown, MD 20639 
 
Sunday Worship—9:30am 
Sunday School—10:45am 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

(ELCA) 

 
Address Label 

Dated Material 


