
 

 

 

 

 
October 19, 2017 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
 I’m still amazed by the event that Saint Nicholas hosted for the community earlier this 
month.  On October 7th, SNLC celebrated our annual Oktoberfest and enjoyed the 
companionship of our members while also welcoming the community to share in our joy and 
fellowship. I’m impressed the most by the generosity and dedication of our people. An event 
like this only happens when people work together tirelessly in planning, preparation, 
decorating, cooking, and cleaning. I want to thank the Oktoberfest committee members who 
made this event possible: Pam Werner, Kris Wood, Anna Kitzmiller, Colleen Hyland, Sara 
Bowen, Rob Frick, Richard Buckner, Debbie Bang, Gemma Smith, Elizabeth Taby, and Vicki 
Williams. Additionally, plenty of folks worked tirelessly setting and cleaning up, as well as 
during the event: Keith Williams, Joe Sharar, Ken Clark, Tom Phelps, Andre Dangin, Kathy 
Dangin, Dave Kitzmiller, Mike Hyland, Ali Banholzer, Christy Mullins, Jim Felbinger, Barbara 
Harris, Cynthia Flanders, Austin Owens, Jerry Wood, and Andrew Wood. Special thanks to 
Tom Blatt and Erika Demme for having to deal with me and all the requests I made of them, 
and of course to everyone who came and enjoyed the festivities.  I hope I didn’t forget anyone, 
and if I did, I apologize, but as you can see it takes many people to make an event like this 
possible. If you’d like to be a part of the planning committee for Oktoberfest 2018, please see 
me. We can always use more help!  Mark your calendars for October 6, 2018!  
 

On October 22nd, we will gather in the North Wing for a special congregational meeting 
and potluck luncheon to review and approve necessary updates to the constitution. I would like 
to thank Pam Werner and Pastor Ken for their diligent work on this essential task. Also at that 
meeting, we will discuss the narrative budget constructed by the stewardship committee. We 
are blessed to have Debbie Bang, Colleen Hyland, Tom Blatt, and Lauren Wawroski 
developing our campaign, Pay It Forward! Try It! Finally, we will discuss setting goals as a part 
of a strategic plan for Saint Nicholas in 2018. This is a meeting that you will not want to miss 
as we will be cultivating our vision for Saint Nicholas.  

 
The finance committee and members of council have reviewed the proposed spending 

plan for 2018. We will discuss and approve the proposed spending plan on November 19th at 
our Annual Congregational Meeting. Please plan to attend this important meeting. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or Howard Hogan. 

 
At the October council meeting, we discussed participation in the Metro DC Synod’s 

growth campaign, New Connections. The intention of this program is “a synod-wide campaign 
with the goal of connecting 3,000 new people from diverse backgrounds to the Christian life of 
our churches over the next three years, increasing the participants in our congregations by ten 
percent.” The synod is offering specialized training in raising faith and funds for the ministries 
of every congregation that participates. The synod asks for our intention on five items: 
participating in the New Connections campaign, identifying an Engagement Leader, identifying 
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a Stewardship Leader, helping the synod meet their goal of raising $2.25 million by setting a 
campaign target goal, and establishing a growth goal for our members. The council agreed 
that SNLC will participate in this campaign. Pastor Ken and I will work together to identify 
leaders for engagement and stewardship, but if you are interested in serving as one of these 
congregation leaders, please let us know. More information regarding New Connections can 
be found using this link: http://www.newconnectionsmetrodc.com/  

 
I am excited to announce that council decided the 12:00 PM Re-New worship will 

become weekly starting October 29th. Greeters and altar care helpers are needed for this 
service, so if you are interested and able, please contact Pastor Ken, Erika Demme, or Heidi 
Bishop. Additionally, we are always looking for more volunteers to help at the 9:30 service, so 
if you are interested in becoming more involved, please let us know.  

 
Saint Nicholas will be a busy place on Sundays as we worship joyfully at 9:30, engage 

youth during Sunday school at 11:00, experience the Re-New worship at 12:00, and gather our 
Youth group at 1:15. Now is the time to share your church with your family and friends! 
 
Please mark your calendar for these important upcoming dates: 

• October 22: Special Congregational Meeting and Potluck 

• November 19: Annual Congregational Meeting and Potluck 

• December 3: SNLC 25th Anniversary Celebration 
 
I look forward to sharing in the life of the church with you! 
 
 
Peace, 
 
Bryan Mullins 
Council President 
724-967-5579  
mullinsb@calvertnet.k12.md.us 
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