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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 TOWN HALL - CONGREGATION MEETING! 
 

Please mark your calendars to attend an important event in our transition to calling 
a new pastor!  We are now ready to conduct our Town Hall Meeting (needed to 
approve our Ministry Site Profile) and our Congregation Meeting (needed to vote on 
our nominations for the Call Committee.) 
 
In addition to MET team members and Council members, our Bishop, Rev. Paul 
Erickson and Synod liaison, Rev. Jennifer Arnold will be in attendance.    
 

Date:  Sunday, November 14, 2021 

                           Time:  11:45 a.m. 
                           Place:  Sanctuary 

 

As we take this important next step, we wish to thank Kate Braatz, Robin Brodie, 
Beth Devinger (Chair) Andy Clark, Duane Freitag, Brian Haese, Mark Hanson 
(Secretary), Vicki Jensen, Greg Wajerski and Allison Sneed and MET Transition 
Consultant, Rev. Paul Ihlenfeld for being part of our Ministry Exploration Team. Their 
hard work and dedication is deeply appreciated by our congregation. 
 
We give thanks and praise to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ that we are ready to 
proceed on our journey to calling a new pastor for St. Luke’s Lutheran Church! 

 



GREETINGS FROM PASTOR KATHY 

Greetings in Christ! 
 
The month of November holds many special days for us.  On Sunday, November 7, 2021, 
we will remember and give thanks for all the saints in our lives, particularly for those who 
have died during this last year.  On November 14, 2021, a Town Hall meeting with Bishop 
Erickson and Pastor Jennifer Arnold from the synod staff will be held to do a final review of 
the Mission Site Profile that the Mission Exploration Team has worked so diligently to 
prepare.  November 21, 2021, is Christ the King Sunday, sometimes referred to as Reign 
of Christ Sunday, when we celebrate Jesus’ reign over us as ultimate ruler, king of all kings.  
Finally, on November 28, 2021, we begin the season of Advent as we watch and wait for 
Jesus’ coming. 
 
November is a busy and celebratory month, to be sure, and tucked inside of all the special 
days already listed, we find Thanksgiving, Black Friday, and Cyber Monday.  Recent news 
reports suggest that those days just won’t be the same because of the global supply chain 
issues.  Such reports might make us wonder about and take notice of what is behind a day 
like Thanksgiving in the first place.  It’s a day set aside to gather with family and friends to 
give thanks for all the many ways that God has blessed us, to enjoy one another’s company, 
and likely to celebrate with a bounty of good food.  There are many people in this world who 
are, perhaps, less fortunate, who have been affected by supply chain issues for a very long 
time not just since the pandemic.  Jesus calls us to care for our neighbors, to share with 
them out of the abundance that we have received.  May God help us to be generous givers 
for those in need. 
 
We have so much in our lives for which we can be thankful – food, homes, safety, a church 
family, MET team, call committee, a soon-to-come new pastor.  Let us not get caught up in 
the greed and materialism, the panic and fear of not getting the latest and greatest gifts for 
the holidays but focus instead on the love of Christ for all of us, the abundance of grace and 
provision from God, all that we have already received and bring true thanksgiving to all the 
tables where we meet. 
 
Peace,  
Pastor Kathy 

 

 

  

 



            FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends in Faith, 
  
The month of November is rich with blessings and opportunities for us!  First, we have our 
Commitment Sunday on November 7, 2021. We rejoice in the opportunity to pledge what 
God has first given us; our time, talent, and resources. 
 

Next, we will be conducting our Town Hall-Congregation meeting on November 14, 
2021.  During this important meeting, we will affirm our Ministry Site Profile and vote on our 
Call Committee slate.  This is the next step on our journey to meeting and interviewing 
pastoral candidates. 
 

Finally, we will be gathering with family and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving at the end of 
the month. Think of Isaiah 12:4-5, “And on that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, 
call on His name. Make known His deeds among the peoples; make them remember that 
His name is exalted." Praise the LORD in song, for He has done glorious things; let this be 
known throughout the earth.” 
 

We have so much to be grateful for – He provides for us, leads us, and loves us…always. 
 

In His Service, 
Beth Koehler 
Church Council President 
 

   FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR   

The first week in the month of November begins with All Saints' Sunday.   This 
is a memorable time of recalling all who have passed on from our parish and it 
also helps us to think about the hope of the resurrection for all when that time 
comes.    The glorious hymn For All the Saints, with the tune written by Ralph 

Vaughn Williams, relates the glories of life eternal.   We are invited to sing this hymn with 
much energy and joy. 

Looking ahead to St. Luke's happenings, we are launching a FINE ARTS SERIES.   The 
first program will be presented on December 10, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. by the Lutheran A 
Cappella Choir and the second in the series will be Three Winds on December 18, 2021, at 
2:00 p.m.  More programs will follow in 2022 with a May program featuring students and 
music groups from our own St. Luke's members.  An art show will be included in that event.   
Look for the coming brochure about this series. 

 

May your days be blessed with joy, hope and peace, 

In Christ, Carol Peterson, Music Director 



      MET TEAM UPDATE 

Over the past several months, our MET team has been 
working hard to create the Ministry Site Profile for St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church.  This document will be used to help us 
reach out to pastoral candidates as part of the call process. 
Much of the profile has been completed thanks to input from 
the congregational surveys, information from our Council, annual reports, financial 
documents, and demographics supplied by various groups. 
 
Most recently, MET conducted two Feedback Forums and has worked to incorporate the 
information shared by members at the meetings and via email.  Prior to the Town Hall-
Congregation meeting on November 14, 2021, a final version of the MSP will be available 
for members to review. 
 
We give thanks and praise for the MET team members that have worked hard to create a 
“map” for our church moving forward. We are excited to move to the next steps on our 
journey to new pastoral leadership.    

 

 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 

Remember to turn your clocks back before bed on Saturday, 

November 6, 2021! 

 
 

 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7, 2021 
 

Our worship services on THE FESTIVAL OF ALL SAINTS will include 

a special time of remembrance for those members and friends of St. 

Luke’s who died in the past year and were commended to God’s eternal 

love through the ministry of our congregation: 

Jeanette Berge  Barbara Meyer  Carl Stack 

Richard Heard   Herman Meyer   Anthony Szlavik, Jr. 

Peggy Levi   Mark Mushynski  Kristpas “Chris” Tomesevics 

   

 



 
Our Faith.  Our Future.  

 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church - Stewardship 2022 
 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 7, 2021  

At St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, we believe stewardship is a mindset, a culture and a 
discipline. When we love one another as our Savior loves us; stewardship follows. 
Stewardship is faith in action motivated by humble gratitude to God for his blessings in our 
life. Take a look around; see the many, many people that give of their time, talent and 
resources to St. Luke’s - we are truly blessed by our faith family!  
 

Your Pledge card helps us plan for our church operation and our gifts to the greater church 
which is why they are so important. Equally important is that pledges are most meaningful 
when accompanied by your presence (in-person or online!), your willingness to serve, and 
your prayers.    
 

• Bring your Pledge card to church on All Saints Day - Sunday, November 7, 2021. 
 

• Fill out a Pledge card on our website: www.slchurch.org/pledge. 
 

• Consider completing a Simply Giving form to establish automated online giving. 
 

We give thanks and praise to God that our church continues to be strong and vibrant 
supported by your financial gifts.  May God continue to bless us in our service to Him!    

      

     YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS  

 

• ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING AND READERS:   Families and individuals of 

all ages are invited to sign up to light the advent wreath and do a brief 

responsive reading during the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worships: 

November 28, December 5, December 12, and December 19, 2021.  If you 

are interested, you may sign up at the Welcome Center, contact the Lisa in 

the Church Office 414-421-1670, or an online sign up will also be sent via  

e-mail. Sunday School families may click on the link provided in their weekly 

newsletters.  

http://www.slchurch.org/pledge


 

• CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  We will be doing a Christmas 

program on December 12, 2021. If your child would like to 

participate and you have not contacted Heather to let her know, 

please e-mail, text, or fill out the link found in the weekly Sunday 

School newsletter e-mail. If you have a desire to help direct or 

assist with the program in any way, please contact Heather as 

well (heather@slchurch.org).  

 

• MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR… PAJAMA VESPERS! Children and their 

families are invited to gather around the Christmas tree for evening Vespers at 6:30 

p.m. on Thursday, December 16, 2021. Vespers is a worship service 

usually held in late evening. Though the hour of our service is not terribly 

late, children can come in their pajamas and snuggle in the lap of Mom, 

Dad, Grandma, Grandpa, Aunt, Uncle, or a special family friend as we hear 

the Christmas story, sing carols, and worship the Lord. Sign up for this 

wonderful IN PERSON event at the welcome center. A link will also be 

provided via e-mail and in the e-mailed weekly Sunday School newsletter. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

• ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND PARENTS OF 
YOUNG ADULTS NOT LIVING AT HOME: Please be reminded 
that Heather would love to stay connected with college students this 
year, and the church office would like to have all our young adults on 
our mailing list! Please e-mail her (heather@slchurch.org) your 
student’s name, what school they are attending, and their address for 
the year, or call Lisa or Heather in the office with the information. Thank You!  

 
 
 
 

 
 

• Sunday School students will start their CARD MINISTRY for our 
homebound members toward the end of the month.   
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MILESTONE MINISTRY 

What is Milestone Ministry? A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment that happen in our 
lives. The purpose of this ministry is to recognize these milestones along our life's journey as a faith 
community. When great things happen in your life help us celebrate with you! Did you have perfect 
attendance at school? Become a grandparent for the first time (or again)? Receive a black belt in 
taekwondo? Let us know!  E-mail your milestones to heather@slchurch.org.  

 

November Birthdays:   

November 1:  Braden Kison 
November 2:  Mildred Vento & Lionel Villegas 
November 3:  Laurie Reichl 
November 4:  Aaron Feucht 
November 5:  Jayna Eland & Debbie Shiroda 
November 6:  Judy Hassmann 
November 9:  Brandon Viliunas 
November 10:  Tim Clough, Lisa Linskens & Bodo Viliunas 
November 12:  Paula Schwartz & Jacob Smitsdorff 
November 13:  Grace Phillips 
November 14:  Mark Pagel 
November 15:  Scarlett Rekowski & Pat Tellefson 
November 16:  Diane Haines 
November 17:  Eveline Katalinich & Fred Ritzman 
November 18:  Anne Maki 
November 19:  Yvonne Krueger, Myrna Malmstrom, Madi Skaar 
November 20:  Cara Cornell & Kate Williamson 
November 21:  Sandra Schmidt 
November 26:  Janet Ohlert & Arleen Silva 
November 28:  Charley Thomas 
November 29:  Clay Beutin & Vicki Jensen 
 

 
Your St. Luke’s family wishes you a Happy Birthday! My God’s Blessings continue to surround you. 

If your birthday was missed, please contact Heather in the church office (heather@slchurch.org), 

so we can update our records.  

November Anniversaries:  

November 2:  Cheryl & Dan Dordel – 19 Years 
November 6:  Kathryn & Allen Immel – 50 Years 
November 6:  Laurie & Kevin Self – 28 Years 
November 7:  Jane & Tad Beutin – 29 Years 
November 8:  Karen & Aaron Feuht – 13 Years 
November 9:  Amber & Ryan Cerasoli – 2 Years 
November 20:  Julie & Shekhar Dagam – 17 Years 

mailto:heather@slchurch.org
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November 20:  Sandra & Michael Schmidt – 56 Years 
November 24:  Barbara & Kevin Erdmann – 42 Years 
November 25:  Kathy & Fred Ritzman – 49 Years 
November 27:  Gina & Peter Bartoszewicz – 3 Years 
 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you all a Happy Anniversary! God’s Blessings on another year 

together. If your anniversary was missed, please contact Heather in the church office 

(heather@slchurch.org) so we can update our records.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM:   We pray God’s richest blessings on: Emma Lynn Clough 

and Ashna Lillian Dagam who affirmed their faith in the Service of Confirmation at the 10:30 a.m. 

service on October 25, 2021.  

 

 

THANK YOU 

We are thankful to Pastor Kathy, Heather May, Carol Peterson, Lisa 
Barreto, and our Parish Education team for leading our fall kick-off 
"Anchored - Deepening our Faith in God" Celebrating that God's faithful 
Love endures forever!”  (If you did not get your St. Luke’s water bottle 
or tote bag, see Lisa in the Church Office.) 
 

Thanks to the Dordel Family; Dan, Cheryl, Kelly, and Derek for planning 
our first St. Luke’s Packer Party!  A great time was had by all and…. 
the Packers won in overtime!  Whew! 

 

 

  

                     CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

At our October 12, 2021, meeting Carol Van Ryzin discussed two books 

that helped her when her husband was dying. They are “What Dying 

People Want: Practical Wisdom for the End of Life” by David Kuhl, M.D. 

($15.73 on Amazon) and “Gone From my Sight: The Dying Experience” 

by Barbara Karnes, RN.  The latter is a very concise 14-page pamphlet 

and is available on Amazon for $7.99.  Five copies have been ordered and will be made 

available soon. Our next meeting will be November 9, 2021, at 4:30 p.m. where we will 

continue discussing these and other topics related to caregiving.  Anyone interested in 

joining our group is most welcome. 

mailto:heather@slchurch.org


SENIOR ACTIVITIES IN GREENDALE  

The church office receives information about current senior activities from the Greendale Health 

Department on a regular basis which you may or may not know about.  Two recent ones were the 

September SAGE (Successful Aging in Greendale for Everyone) Page which contained information 

about Advanced Directives and End-of-Life issues.  The article defined terms and lifted up the Love 

Thy Neighbor Foundation (414-562-6666) which shared information about free Estate Planning 

through the Marquette University Law School.  If you would like to learn more about free estate 

planning services from Marquette, their website is: https://law.marquette.edu/mvlc/services-hours-

locations.  Services are offered on Zoom.  

The second was the Dementia Friendly Greendale October Newsletter which lifted up two upcoming 

events.  The first is a presentation at the Greendale library on Wednesday, November 10, 2021, from 

6:30-7:30 p.m. titled ‘Advancing the Science at any Given Moment: The latest in Alzheimer’s and 

Dementia Research’. It is free but you need to register by calling 414-423-2136 or going to the 

Greendale Library website.  The second is a workshop on Tuesday November 16, 2021, from 6:00 

to 7:00 p.m. at the Greendale Hose Tower titled ‘Person-Centered Care for Families’.  This is also 

free to Greendale residents, but registration is required through the Greendale Heath Department at 

414-423-2110.  Greendale also offers a Memory Café for people with early stages of dementia on 

the 4th Wednesday of every month from 2:30-4:00 p.m. at the Historic Hose Tower building.  More 

information can be obtained from the Greendale Health Department.   

 

THE GIVING TREE  
 

St. Luke’s will be doing our annual Giving Tree. Please watch your bulletins 
for dates. Members are invited to take a card off the tree, sign your name on 
the appropriate list letting us know which card you took, and purchase 
Christmas gifts for the child or family listed on the card.  Gifts should be 
returned wrapped with the card securely taped to the package.  Names for 
the tree are once again being provided by Ed Mittag. 

 

              HEPHATHA WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE 

Our clothing drive will again this year be a virtual sign up via SignUp Genius now 

through November 18, 2021. Please check your email for the links to sign up. 

Hephatha Lutheran Church has not yet returned to the building but continues to 

have an active and faithful ministry. Last year we were able to outfit 39 children, and this year we 

have an opportunity to outfit 51 children. The increase is primarily due to the increase in participation 

in Strong Baby Sanctuary. There are two sign ups, each having about half of the children.  Each child 

has three lines.  You can sign up for all lines of a child or multiple children the same item(s). Please 

drop off at St. Luke’s with the child’s name clearly on the item(s) either in the Gathering Space or the 

large orange box in the vestibule of the doors at the lower end of the parking lot. The last day to drop 

off will be Friday November 18, 2021. If you need help signing up please call Lani Ziller at 414-861-

2115 or email at nani425@outlook.com.  

https://law.marquette.edu/mvlc/services-hours-locations
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     THANKSGIVING WORSHIP SERVICE & PIE FEST! 

Join us for a special Thanksgiving Worship Service on Wednesday, 
November 24, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. followed by Pie Fest in the lower 
Fellowship Hall. Pie Fest is yummy and fun!  Bring a pie to share or just 
come as you are. We’re saving the best (dessert) for first!  Come, give 
thanks to God, and celebrate Thanksgiving with your St. Luke’s family! 
This service will also be live-streamed at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

        

OUR ANNUAL ADVENT BREAKFAST  

The annual Advent Breakfast will be held on Sunday, November 28, 
2021, at 9:30 a.m.  Members of all ages will enjoy this time together 
as we focus on the reason for the season and share a meal. Watch 
for details in Sunday bulletins and sign up at the Welcome Center. 
 

 

 

  LUTHERAN A CAPPELLA CHOIR TO  

PERFORM AT ST. LUKE’S! 

Mark your calendars now for an exciting concert opportunity in 
December.  Help usher in the real meaning of Christmas with the 
Lutheran A Cappella Choir (featuring members from our own 
church!)  This special event will be followed by a reception 
sponsored by St. Luke’s Voices.  Tickets are $12 for students and 

seniors, and $15 general admission. Please watch your bulletin for ticket sale dates to 
purchase in the Church Office and on Sundays prior to the event.  Tickets will also be 
available at the door.   
 

Date:  Friday, December 10, 2021 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: Sanctuary 
Reception:  Gathering Space, immediately after the concert. 
 



FALL CLEAN-UP DAY 

Our Fall clean-up day is Saturday, November 20, 2021. Volunteers 

are needed 9:00 a.m. to Noon to rake leaves and do some other 

property related work.  Please bring rakes, gloves, etc.  Coffee and 

treats will be provided.  You are welcome to come for as much of 

the morning as your schedule permits.   

 

  

OUR LIVE-STREAM TEAM NEEDS YOU 

 

We are committed to providing a live-steam option for worshipers that are not 
in church.  To ensure that we live-stream each Sunday, we NEED MORE 
FOLKS that are willing to join the team!  There is training provided and 
assistance given until folks are comfortable. If you can post to Facebook you 

too can live-stream. It's easy and fun to do! There is a rotating schedule so everyone takes 
a turn.  Perhaps some of our teens interested in film or videography are available to help. 
Contact Mike Miller at mikewindlake@outlook.com if you are interested. We need you! 

 

 
 

 

 

CHURCH  FINANCIALS 
 

Date Monthly 
Budgeted 
Amount  

Monthly 
Actual 

Receipts 

Monthly 
Analysis 

Year-to-
date 

Budgeted 
Amount 

Year-to-
Date 

Receipts 

Year-to-
Date 

 Analysis 

October   
2021 

  $28,425  $26,427 Behind 

$1998 

$278,100  $290,499  Ahead 

$12,399 

  

 
Currently, we are on track and ever thankful for the gifts received from our 
congregation. We praise God from whom ALL blessings flow. 
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 COMMUNION EVERY SUNDAY 

Beginning December 5, 2021 

 

Beginning this December, we are planning to have Communion as part of our worship service - every 

Sunday.  For years, it has been first and third (although there was a time when it alternated each 

week between the early and late service).  Why the change? 

The Bible never tells us exactly how often to have communion. Of course, the 

Bible never tells us how often to have church services either. And the Bible 

never tells us how often to receive absolution. The Bible never says at exactly 

what age to baptize children. 

There is a reason for this. 

You can’t place laws and rules upon the gifts of the gospel. God tells us that we are saved in our 

baptism, in the Gospel and the Lord’s Supper. He never tells us how often to hear his word. He 

just figures that we will hear it as often as we can. He does not place rules on how often we should 

be absolved of our sins. He figures that we will take the forgiveness as often as we can. He simply 

forgives us through the gospel all the time. He never tells us how soon to baptize our babies. He just 

tells us how much they need it and what a blessing we have in Baptism. He figures we will baptize 

as early as possible. 

So also with Holy Communion. The Bible never tells us exactly how often to have communion.  We 

are never told to receive it daily, weekly, monthly, yearly or once in your life. Jesus simply tells us 

how much we need it and how great it is; He figures we will act accordingly. Then Jesus tells us to 

do it often. He figures we will receive the Lord’s Supper as often as we can. 

Communion Every Sunday 

We may hear some people say that the reason they are uncomfortable with weekly communion is 

that they require time and spiritual effort to prepare themselves for the Sacrament. “If I take it too 

often I will not be able to be prepared.” These sentiments, while sincere, are not what Jesus wants. 

He does not want us to focus on our sins and our repentance so much that we neglect the forgiveness 

in the Sacrament. 

We may also hear some people say that practicing Communion every Sunday is a bit extreme.  It 

may seem extreme to us because it is new to us. And, in fact, it is extreme. It is extremely comforting 

for sinners to be forgiven by Christ's body and blood every week. It is extremely important to have 

the strength and assurance, which only the Sacrament can give.  



The Lord’s Supper - As Often as We Can 

Through Holy Communion God gives us the 

forgiveness of sins, life and salvation through the 

body and blood of Jesus. We need and want these 

blessings all the time. So the question should not 

be, “How often do we have to take communion?” 

Rather, “How often do we get to take communion.” 

In the New Testament there is no mention of 

Sunday services without a mention of the 

Lord’s Supper.  

 

 

Most ELCA parishes in the Greater Milwaukee 

Synod have Communion weekly. Congregations 

have tweaked their schedules a bit or they have 

looked at ways in which to commune more 

quickly.  (Ultimately, we know there will be some 

that worry about the services lasting longer.)  We 

also know we need help with the preparation and distribution of Communion.  

  

 

For now, we continue to use our Communion kits.  As things progress, we will work together to meet 

at the Lord’s Table in the best way possible.  Communion is central to our relationship with Christ - 

our faith thrives on it.   

  

Excerpts taken from an article written by Klemet Preus, titled “COMMUNION EVERY SUNDAY - 

WHY?  

 

  

 


