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        ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH – JULY 2022 

______________________________________________________________________ 
      

       A PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY 

Gracious God,  

We give thanks for this nation of ours, for its commitment to liberty, for 

the vision of its founders, for the bravery of its citizenry, and its love 

of justice. We give thanks for our fellow Americans and the rich 

tapestry of our cultural heritage. Strengthen us in our resolve to act 

justly, to care for the weak, to defend the persecuted, and to foster freedom and 

peace. When we fail, make us quick to confess our faults, strong enough to amend 

our ways, and mindful of the inheritance entrusted to us. Defend us, we pray, against 

tyrannies that challenge us from without, and the ideologies that erode from within. 

Make us worthy of the sacrifices made by so many. On this day keep us grounded 

not in our strength but in Yours, remembering that we are ultimately citizens of Your 

kingdom, a kingdom which stretches beyond national borders, the kingdom for 

which we work and wait and pray. All of this we ask in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Amen.       (adapted from a prayer by Frederick Schmidt) 

 
 SUMMER STUDY IN JULY WITH PASTOR MONTE 

 
The Lord’s Prayer “Our Father, Who Art In Heaven ….” We say these 

words every week, but how often do we stop to think about what we 
are really asking? Did you know that Jesus taught us this prayer as 
both a model, a prayer we could remember and repeat, and a map, 
a guide to shape our own prayers?  On July 10, 17, and 24, we will 

gather after worship (10:15 a.m.—11:00 a.m.) in the Upper Fellowship Hall to learn 
more about this foundational piece of our faith and experience anew its depth and 
meaning for our lives. Join us! Childcare will be provided. 



      GREETINGS FROM PASTOR MONTE 
 

Greetings,  
 
 

As I write this, the happy sounds of music camp are filling the hallways, others are 
planning VBS decorations and Greendale seniors are streaming in for their 
gathering upstairs. It’s a blessing to have a church building that can be used to serve 
the church community and our wider community as well.  
 

I want to thank you again for the warm welcome you’ve shown me and my family. 
I’m learning names and have started to hear the stories that contribute to the 
tapestry of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. I look forward to hearing your story—if I 
haven’t met you yet, please drop by the church office or email me at 
pastor@slchurch.org and let’s find a time for coffee or a meal!  
 

We are now entering “Ordinary Time” in the church’s liturgical calendar. Though 
“ordinary” can imply boring or mundane, I think a better image is daily. Steve Bell, a 
Christian songwriter, and author says, “It is during Ordinary Time that we attend to 
the holiness of our daily lives.” Whether your summer offers a slower pace or not, I 
encourage you to find time each week to appreciate the holiness of your daily life—
the work and chores that sustain you, the joys of tasting food, little gifts of beauty 
that bring delight, the hard work involved in relationships, the opportunities for 
kindness in each day. If we are paying attention, every day brings reasons to need 
God and reasons to praise God.   
 

O God of the light, The works of your hands are wonderful, amazing to see, and 
overwhelming to imagine. The Light of each day startles our eyes and awakens our 
souls to your presence. The darkness of each night softens our minds and frees our 
bodies to rest in your presence. From the outer edges of the universe to the inner 
reaches of our thoughts, You are there, breathing life. Before the beginning, beyond 
the end, you are there.  
Wonderful are your works.  
                                     --J. Bradley Wigger in Together We Pray, inspired by Ps 139 

 
  
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Monte 
  

         



 FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 

Dear Friends in Faith,  
  

On May 29, 2022, we welcomed Pastor Monte and her family to St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church. The service was so moving I heard it described as “Christmas and Easter all 
rolled into one!”   
 
As Pastor Monte stood to say good morning, the congregation began to clap loudly.  It 
just went from there - a moving sermon, incredible music, a Memorial Day 
commemoration with Taps, and a boisterous rendition of Battle Hymn of the Republic – 
just to make sure we all had tears in our eyes – as we heard “Go in Peace, Serve the 
Lord!” 
 
We are truly blessed to begin the next phase of our ministry with Pastor Monte. I ask 
you to pray for her during the inaugural days of her ministry. There is much to learn and 
process so our support is important. 
 
At Council, we continue to address several projects. We have 
been told our copier is on the “next shipment.” We have 
approved a small remodel project in the choir loft to create a 
better space for our Tech Team. We have also voted to 
establish a Mutual Ministry Team to help support our new 
minister over the coming years. Pastor Monte shared 
information about the recent Synod Assembly which includes 
an upcoming fund appeal called “Equipping the Saints.” Council will be looking at how 
we, as a congregation, will participate. 
 
We also continue to have concerns about our budget as we are now $8,872 behind. 
Our Finance Team is going to meet to discuss our budget. We are acutely aware of fuel 
prices and inflation.  These challenges, along with the pandemic, continue to impact us. 
 
We are thrilled to see numerous members – especially families –  returning to church.  
Pastor Monte is leading a three-week adult education class in July which we are excited 
about.  There is much to look forward to as we stand strong in our faith and united in 
the grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
  

In His Service, 
 
Beth Koehler 
Church Council President 



   FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR   

This month as we celebrate our nation's birth, our hearts are lifted 

as we celebrate the fireworks, parades and get to sing our National 

Anthem. In my years of teaching music education, I always 

encouraged my students to learn all of the words to the Star-

Spangled Banner. I told them that it would be a song, along with Happy Birthday, 

that they would be singing their entire lives.  

What is it about the power of singing that elicits so many feelings? Patriotism, joy, 

love, devotion, sadness are a few of those emotions. Many people have expressed 

how the hymn, “Borning Cry”, brings them to tears every time. 

A study about the value of music states that music: improves visual and verbal skills; 

keeps an aging brain healthy; heartbeat, pulse and blood pressure improve; and it 

makes you happy! 

All of these reasons are why the week of Music Camp can be such a wonderful way 

for our kids to experience the joy of learning. Community and hope combine to help 

them in their faith journeys. 

Thank you to all of the Music Camp staff, parents, and  the kids that made the 

Sailor's Bible, our musical, happen. It was a week of great joy and learning. Thrivent 

Choice Dollars was an outstanding help in the purchase of ukuleles.  Thank you, 

Thrivent! 

 

God bless your summer, 

Carol Peterson 
Music Director 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



MUTUAL MINISTRY TEAM 

 
Serving a congregation is demanding and often unpredictable work.  A Mutual Ministry 
Team is designed to affirm and strengthen the mission of the congregation by working 
intentionally with the pastor in ways the congregation, as a whole, cannot.  A small group 
(representative of the congregation’s diversity) can be an important sounding board and 
support team for a Pastor. 
 
On June 14, 2022, our Church Council approved a Mutual Ministry Team (Per our 
Constitution: C13.04. A Mutual Ministry Team of up to six (6) voting members (in the 
absence of a mutual ministry team, the duties shall be fulfilled by the executive team) shall 
be appointed by the executive team and the pastor. Term of office shall be two years, with 
three (3) members to be appointed each successive year.) 
 
Our Mutual Ministry Team will provide support through listening and clarifying, sharing and 
communicating, and reviewing and reflecting. The benefits of our Mutual Ministry Team 
include open communications about the expectations, attitudes, and concerns within the 
congregation, the community, and the pastor, identifying early warning signs of 
misunderstandings, providing a “listening post” for the pastor to share/test new ideas and 
providing a sounding board in times of personal or professional stress.   
 
Our Mutual Ministry Team Members are Diane Beutin, Cheryl Dordel, Robin Gross, Dick 
Hensley, Pat Hessling, Greg Wajerski.  As previous members of the Call Committee, they 
have stepped forward to provide additional support during the new beginnings of our 
ministry with Pastor Monte. Please keep this group in your prayers as they begin their work 
together. 

 

           
 
 

 
 
 

         

 

 

 



        YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS  
  

SAVE THE DATE! ROCKY RAILWAY VBS 

Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School (VBS) – Jesus’ Power Pulls Us 
Through Monday, August 1 – Thursday, August 4, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. – 
3:00 p.m. 
o For working parents, we offer Before care 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. and After care 

3:00 - 5:30 p.m. for a nominal fee.   

• Children who have completed kindergarten (age 5) through 5th grade are invited to 
join us for VBS fun!  Invite your friends, neighbors, grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews!  ALL children are WELCOME!!  

• Register NOW for just $30 per student; family maximum of $65.  You can also go to 
the church website to sign up online (https://www.slchurch.org/education/vbs).  
Registration deadline is July 24, 2022.  After that date, please contact the church 
office for availability (414-421-1670). 

o Children registered for VBS will receive a confirmation letter after July 18, 
2022, with additional VBS details.  IF you have registered and do not receive 
a letter by July 25, 2022, please contact the church office to verify we 
received your registration. 

• Thanks to everyone that has volunteered for VBS!  If you are interested in helping 
out, we are always interested in additional helpers!  Please contact the Church 
Office (414-421-1670) to volunteer!!   
 

Members of St. Luke’s  - We need YOUR help with VBS by: 
 
o Donating food and activity supplies for VBS.  Beginning July 3, 2022, choose 

a ‘train(s)’ from the ‘vine’ in the Gathering Space and bring the item(s) to the 
box by the VBS table by July 17, 2022 or as directed on the train.     

o Helping decorate the church on: 
▪ THURSDAY, JULY 29, 2022, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Everyone is 

invited to decorate the hallways and classrooms.  These areas will 
be transformed into a train station and places the train adventures 
take you!  Come when you can, leave when you must – many hands 
make light the work!!   

▪ SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2022, after church until done.  Decorate the 
chancel area for VBS week!   

o Loan items used for decorating – watch Sunday bulletins for specific items 
needed.  

o Donate school supplies for the local mission - Backpacks for Hephatha 
o Give offerings for the worldwide mission – to be determined   

 

https://www.slchurch.org/education/vbs


THE VBS DECORATING TEAM IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

THAT HAVE BASIC BUILDING SKILLS AND TOOLS to enhance 

frames and stands for the VBS Rocky Railway themed props that will 

need to be completed by mid-July. The VBS Decorating team is very 

grateful for the help! If you can help, please contact Lisa Barreto in the 

Church Office at 414-421-1670. 

  
 

 MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  
o Mark the VBS dates, August 1 - 4, 2022 on your calendars and let Heather 

know you can be a Crew Conductor ASAP!  Additional information and youth 
emergency forms will be sent to those that have volunteered.   

o Crew Conductor VBS orientation and Tie-Dye t-shirt party is Wednesday, 
July 20, 2022, from 6:30 - 8:00pm.  Attending this orientation helps you learn 
about the daily schedules, rotations, VBS stories, your responsibilities, and 
create a tie-dye t-shirt!!   
 
 

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED  
• Plans for the 22-23 Sunday School year are being developing this month!  We 

always hope to add to our teaching team!  If you love 
Jesus, enjoy children, and like to smile, you should 
become a teacher!  No experience needed.  On the 
job training provided.  Sunday School teachers work 
together in class teams, so you will not need to teach 
every Sunday! Contact the Church Office to 
volunteer!   

 

 

WANTED:  PARISH EDUCATION TEAM CO-CHAIRPERSON 
 

REQUIREMENTS – Have a love of God and Jesus! 
 

DUTIES: 
• Assist in leading Parish Education Team meetings in the evening of the 

4th Monday of most months. 

• Work with other co-chairperson to develop meeting agenda and assist 
with meeting minutes. 

• Work with team members in various education activities at St. Luke’s. 

• Experience – None needed - on the job training provided. 

 



• MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL POOL PARTY & COOK OUT:  Mark your 
calendars for July 13, 2022, from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. for a pool party and cook 
out at Karyn Birmighman’s house in Greendale. Main food and smores will be 
provided, but we ask all attendees to bring a dish/snack to 
pass. Don’t feel like swimming? There will be games set up as 
well. Speak to Heather if you are interested in attending so we 
have a head count for food. Watch your text messages and    
e-mail for more information.      
 

• COLLEGE AGED POOL PARTY & COOK OUT:  Calling 
all young adults in college, let’s catch up! We will be having a summer get together 
before your return to school. Mark your calendars for August 4, 2022, from 6:00 p.m. 
– 9:00 p.m. Let Heather know if you can attend, and what dish/snack you can bring 
to the party.   

 

MILESTONE MINISTRY 

What is Milestone Ministry? A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment that happen 
in our lives. The purpose of this ministry is to recognize these milestones along our life's 
journey as a faith community. When great things happen in your life help us celebrate with 
you! Did you have perfect attendance at school? Become a grandparent for the first time 
(or again)? Receive a black belt in taekwondo? Let us know!  E-mail your milestones to 
heather@slchurch.org. Please also check out our new bulletin board by the entrance 

to the Sanctuary! 
 

 

July Birthdays:  

July 1:  Todd Beutin & Jude Bunzel 
July 2:  Anais Villegas 
July 4:  Landon Lawlor 
July 6:  Ken Schneider  
July 7:  Michelle Fetherston & Bruce Malchow 
July 8:  Jessica Barrett & Cheryle Orttel 
July 9:  Gequilla Keiser, Lydia Spehert, Carol VanRyzin 
July 10:  Otto Pranke 
July 12:  Trenton Tellefson 
July 13:  Lauren Williams 
July 14:  Jordan Cerasoli 
July 15:  Edy Williams 
July 16:  Kevin Erdmann 
July 17:  Emma Bartoszewicz & Dale Martin 
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July 18:  Lynn Eidemanis & John Noggle 
July 19:  Colleen Gore, Gavin Hans, & Jenna Miller  
July 20:  Andy Bunzel, Sandra Schneider, Judy Stefanovitz, & Linda Vopal   
July 21:  Chris Jensen, Roberta Malchow, & Sally Miller 
July 22:  Natasia Rodriguez 
July 23:  Edna Stack 
July 24:  Roger Edge & Sara Guirsch 
July 25:  Owyn Bunzel, Emma Krueger, & Craig Stark 
July 26:  Courtney Brown & Karlin Kalebic 
July 27:  Sue Milarch & Dave Pawlik 
July 30:  Travis Gross, Dick Hensley, & Lina Williams 
July 31:  Karyn Birmingham, Alexa Brand, Zachary Milek, & Joshua Orlikowski 
 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you a Happy Birthday! My God’s Blessings continue 
to surround you. If your birthday was missed, please contact Heather in the church 
office heather@slchurch.org), so we can update our records.  

 

 

 

July Anniversaries:  

July 2:  Mike & Sally Miller – 28 Years 
July 2:  Otto & Alma Pranke – 67 Years 
July 5:  Bob & Edy Williams – 14 Years 
July 8:  Jim & Sara Leszczynski – 16 Years 
July 10:  Rick & Kris Skaar – 29 Years 
July 12:  Ken & Janet Orlikowski – 37 Years 
July 26:  Adam & Kate Braatz – 8 Years 
 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you all a Happy Anniversary! God’s Blessings on 

another year together. If your anniversary was missed, please contact Heather in 

the church office (heather@slchurch.org) so we can update our records.  
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• A huge THANK YOU to all of you who supported our youth in the brat 
fry/car wash fundraiser in June. It was our best year yet, with a profit of 
$800, and will help our middle and high school students on upcoming 
trips, such as confirmation camp, youth quake, and mission trips.  

 

• Thank you to Carol Peterson and everyone that helped with our first Fine 
Arts & Music Sunday.  The art displays were wonderful, and the beautiful 
music was inspiring! 

 

• Thanks to all that made our Memorial Day service (and welcome for 
Pastor Monte and her family) so beautiful. Special music from Lee and 
Marilyn Henning, the Memorial Day commemoration with Pr. Marci and 
flag-bearer, Jim Carlsen, with Taps played by Mark Peterson, and Judi 
Hensley for delicious cupcakes!   
 

• Thanks to everyone that made Pentecost Sunday so moving and 
beautiful; our Decoration Committee, those that purchased Geraniums, 
St. Luke’s Voices, and everyone that wore red! 

 

• We are very thankful to those that are helping to serve communion during 
worship.  We are also grateful for our Ushers.  Your contribution helps 
strengthen our faith community. 

    

 

 
 

 



 

MOMS GROUP 

Calling all MoMs are you ready for a night out? Let's get together for 

dinner and a show while supporting our fellow MoMs member Kate 

Braatz!  Pencil in the evening of August 5, 2022, for a night out. Check the Facebook 

group for an event invite and July's connection for more details to come. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

NIGHT AT THE PARK 

The St. Luke's MoMs group would like to extend an invite to 
all families to enjoy each other’s company and have some fun 
Friday, July 1, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. at the Whitnall Park Beer 
Garden. Feel free to bring your own lawn chairs, yard games, 
snacks, or beverages to enjoy. Look for a table with balloons to find 
us. If you have any questions feel free to contact Robin Gross. 

 

 

 

NAME TAGS 
 

Over the coming weeks, we will have name tags available at our 
registration tables.  Wearing a name tag will help Pastor Monte get 
to know us.  Please fill one out when you worship. 
 

 

 

 

 



CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

We had to cancel our June meeting due to the severe thunderstorm and 

will try again with our guest speaker (who was caught in it and had to 

turn around) on Monday, July 11, 2022.   We had an inquiry from a 

community resource person about a client looking for a support group 

because of information on our website.  Thank you, Heather, for you 

hard work updating the St. Luke’s website!   

We meet on the second Monday, at 4:30 p.m., each month in the Upper Fellowship 

Hall and welcome all who are interested. We begin each meeting with a Biblical 

reflection related to the topic of discussion and then share some ‘goodies’ while 

checking in with each other. 

 

 

 

 NEEDLES & PRAYER GROUP 

The Needles & Prayer Group will not be meeting in July or August. 
They will resume the third Saturday in September. 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER LAWNMOWERS NEEDED 

We are in need of volunteers to mow the lawn at St. Luke’s. We have a 

new riding mower, or you may bring your own equipment. Training is 

available for the riding mower. Please sign up at the Welcome Center or 

contact the Church Office at 414-421-1670. Many hands make light work! 

 

     

 



 

OUR FAITH.  OUR FUTURE.  

 ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - STEWARDSHIP 2022 

Pledged giving is crucial to our church operation and our gifts to the greater church. 
We ask that you review your pledged giving each month. You can now GIVE 
ONLINE, by scanning the QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FACE MASK UPDATE  

Face masks are recommended for those who are not fully 
vaccinated.  (Please do not attend in-person worship if you are 
experiencing symptoms of COVID-19.) 

 

 
 
 

PARAMENTS & CANDLES VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED 

Are you interested in helping change out the colors on the Altar to match 
the church season or help to keep our candles lit? Please sign up, by the 
narthex entryway, to be a  Paraments & Candles volunteer for July – 
September and October - December 2022. Training will be provided and 
if you have any questions please call the Church Office at 414-421-1670.  

 



   OUR LIVE-STREAM TEAM NEEDS YOU 
 

We are committed to providing a live-steam option for worshipers that are 
not in church.  To ensure that we live-stream each Sunday, we NEED 
MORE FOLKS that are willing to join the team!  There is training provided 
and assistance given until folks are comfortable. If you can post to 
Facebook you too can live-stream. It's easy and fun to do! There is a 
rotating schedule, so everyone takes a turn.  Perhaps some of our teens 
interested in film or videography are available to help. Contact Mike Miller 
at mikewindlake@outlook.com if you are interested. We need you! 

 

 

 

CHURCH  FINANCIALS 
 

Date Monthly 
Budgeted 
Amount  

Monthly 
Actual 

Receipts 

Monthly 
Analysis 

Year-to-
date 

Budgeted 
Amount 

Year-to-
Date 

Receipts 

Year-to-
Date 

 Analysis 

May, 
2022 

 $40,580 $35,926 Behind 
$4,654 

  

 $178,900  $170,028 Behind 
$8,872 

  

 
We prayerfully ask that you keep your pledge up-to-date as we move through the 
church year. As always, we give thanks and praise to God from whom all 
blessings flow. 
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SUMMERTIME JESUS 

Pick up your summertime Jesus today at church, if you haven’t already, or you cut 
out, color, and use the one provided in this edition of the connections. Take Jesus 
around with you on all your fun summertime adventures/activities. No adventure is 
too big or too small to snap a quick picture with your Summertime Jesus. This is 
something for all of us to enjoy doing together, both young and old, and you can 

even take pictures with non-members      .  

 
E-mail your pictures to jesussummertiem@gmail.com, or post to social media using 
#stlukessummertimejesus by September 1, 2022, so we can display all of our fun 
photos on Rally Day.  
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