
   CONNECTIONS 
 

        ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH – JANUARY 2022 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9, 2022 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY WORSHIP   

    AT 8:30 A.M AND 10:30 A.M. 

Join us as we celebrate the coming of the Magi … 

 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING!  

 
Please mark your calendars to attend our Annual 
Congregation Meeting. Our Annual Report will be 
emailed, and paper copies will be available in the 
Gathering Space and Church Main Office beginning on 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022. 
 

Date:  Sunday, January 30, 2022 

Time:  11:15 a.m. - immediately following Worship 

Place: Sanctuary 

ZOOM: Go to “zoom.us” and type in the following 
meeting ID and passcode: 
Meeting ID:  518 332 4938 
Password:  StLuk3s 

 
   



GREETINGS FROM PASTOR KATHY 

“Hope is hearing the melody of the future.  Faith is to dance to it.” 
Rubem Alves, Brazilian theologian 

 

New Year’s Greetings! 

During the Advent and Christmas season, the season in which I am writing, we have 

had many beautiful melodies in the air – hymns and carols in worship, special music by 

the Voices of St. Luke’s and other individuals, the music of the Lutheran A Capella 

Choir, children’s voices in The Unwilling Innkeeper.  How grateful we are to all who have 

offered their time and talents.  What a gift we have enjoyed! 

Now, as we enter 2022, may we carry those sounds with us.  And yet, as we begin a 

new year, the melody of the future will be swirling around us alive with opportunities for 

ministry, swelling with the anticipation of calling a new pastor as the call committee goes 

about their important work, rising and falling with the achievements and challenges of 

life together as the body of Christ.  What does that melody sound like to you?  Sweet? 

Lively? Haunting? Energetic?  Flowing?  As suggested by Rubem Alves, “hope is 

hearing the melody of the future.”  May the melody that is forming in us and through us, 

note by note, person by person come together through God’s composition to bring hope 

for this congregation, for the communities in which we live, and the world God so loves. 

Of course, Alves does not leave it with just a melody filling our heads of what could or 

might be in the future but calls us to dance in faith.  In other words, when we hear the 

melody of hope, put some action to it.  We may feel like we have two left feet or no 

sense of rhythm, but that shouldn’t stop us.  Just as we are called to make a joyful noise 

(whether we have great singing voices or not), we are called to move to the melody that 

God is putting forth for us by dancing, offering in faith whatever talents God has given 

us to build on that hopeful melody of the future.  What steps or leaps, what turns or 

pivots do you feel God’s Spirit nudging you to take as you look forward into this new 

year at St. Luke’s? 

Listen for the melody God is setting forth by the breeze of the Spirit, lift up your heads 

and hands, and dance to and for the glory of God and God’s mission in the world! 

 

Peace and blessings,  

Pastor Kathy 



            FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends in Faith,  
 

Advent is the season of anticipation and, as of late, it seems like we’ve had a lot of 
anticipation in our lives.  When will things get back to normal?  When will we have a 
new pastor?  What will the new year bring? 
 

I believe Christ will come to us this Christmas in a way that suits who we are—and how 
we are—this year.  He will bring comfort and strength to those that need it.  He will bring 
hope and peace to those that are anxious.  He is with us – guiding us to a new and 
wonderful chapter at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church.   
  

As a Council, we are working on the following: 
  

• Council members, Dave Jensen and Jan Szczepanski, are now part of Luke’s 
Technology Committee. Council believes technology is critical to the St. Luke’s 
mission. At our November meeting, we affirmed our commitment to 
implementing a robust technology plan focused on three specific areas: Live 
Streaming, our Church computer network, and our Sanctuary sound 
system.  We are working to develop a plan that addresses both short-term and 
long-term challenges (equipment, staffing, outside resources, etc.) in each of 
these areas.   

• Continued flood repair to our upper fellowship hall and first floor 
classrooms.  Paul Davis continues to provide us with new carpeting, paint, and 
restoration. 

• We continue to monitor our new website making any corrections and 
updates.  Special thanks to Mark Hansen and Heather May as they finish up the 
“Giving” page which will allow people to use the website to give monetary gifts. 

• Work on our 2022 Budget - a second mailing to members that did not return 
Pledge Cards as of yet. 

• Preparation for our Annual Church Meeting. 
 

We are blessed by a strong and giving congregation that lives their faith in service to 
Him.  So, rejoice and give thanks.  Let the Christmas season and the New year renew 
your faith…for unto us a Savior is born! 

 
In His Service, 
Beth Koehler 
Church Council President 

  
 



     FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR   

Epiphany, the glorious season of light, brings to mind the American 

Spiritual, Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow.  The words remind us, that like 

the Magi who followed the star and brought gifts to honor Jesus in 

Bethlehem, we, too, are encouraged to bring gifts in the form of time, talents and 

living out the invitation to spread the good news of the gospel. "God's work, our 

hands," is a great message to keep in mind. 

Thank you to all of the people involved in the music program who have used their 

time and talents as they share their musical gifts in the worship and music ministry 

at St. Luke's.  We are all deeply grateful for the joy and inspiration that they bring 

to our worship experience.   

May 2022 continue to be a blessed year knowing that with God, nothing is 

impossible as we trust in him, living in hope! 

God's blessings, 

Carol Peterson, Music Director 
  

 
CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 

The Call Committee met with Pastor Jennifer Arnold on December 2, 2021 to 
discuss the "Call Process" including the preparation of key, targeted questions 
which explore those criteria identified in the Ministry Site Profile.  During this initial 
organizational meeting, Dick Hensley was selected as Call 
Committee Chair.  Follow up organizational meetings have been 
scheduled for December and early January.  Please keep the Call 
Committee in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 



OUR FAITH.  OUR FUTURE. 

    ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - STEWARDSHIP 2022 
 

  

We give thanks and praise to God for the Pledge Cards we have received thus 
far.  Pledge cards help us plan for our church operation and our gifts to the greater 
church which is why they are so important.  If you did not turn in your pledge card: 
 

• Fill out a Pledge card on our website: www.slchurch.org/pledge or call the 
Church Office at 414-421-1670 for assistance.   

• Pledge cards can be mailed or dropped off during office hours Monday - 
Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

     

YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS  

  

• HAPPY NEW YEAR AND THANK YOU to everyone that helped make The 
Case of the Unwilling Innkeeper a success!  
 

o A special thank you to Alison Hanson for co-directing, Andrea Clark 
for co-directing and accompanying, Carol Peterson for musical 
direction, Heather May for sound and technical support, Kristi Neu for 
costumes, and Chloe Hyatt for accompanying the preschool students.   
 

o Additional thank you to Pat Larsen for creating a picture video, Sunday 
School teachers for their time and flexibility during program 
preparation, and Sunday School parents for bringing your children to 
Sunday School and rehearsals and reviewing lines and songs at 
home!! 
 

o Thanks to the Sunday School students for doing their best in 
presenting The Case of the Unwilling Innkeeper!   

 

• Sunday School teacher meeting on Monday, January 3, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 
in the library. 
 

• Sunday School classes resume on January 9, 2022, at 9:30 a.m.   
 

 
 



WINTER CARNIVAL:  Popcorn! Nachos! Games! Prizes! And much more! 

Mark your calendar for our annual winter carnival February 19, 2022, from 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. geared toward preschool – 5th graders. Our middle 

and high school students will be assisting with the games. This is a 

completely free event open to members and beyond. Come for the fun!  

 

YOUTH FUNDRAISING SALE:  Although we will not have subs to sell 

for the Superbowl, our middle and high school youth will be selling 

Kringle and other goodies during the month of January. Plan to ‘stock 

up’ for your Super Bowl parties and help our youth with costs of 

Confirmation Camp, Youth Quake, Mission Trips and other outings/trips. 

Youth will be taking orders in the narthex throughout the month. Your 

orders may be picked up on Sunday, February 13, 2022 and Sunday, 

February 20, 2022 following both worship services.  

 

BIBLE WEEKEND – FEBRUARY 5, 2022 & FEBRUARY 6, 2022  

• Our annual Bible Breakfast and “Walk Through the Bible” 
for all second graders and their families will be held at 8:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, February 5, 2022, in the Lower Fellowship Hall.  
 

• Students will receive their Bibles in worship on Sunday, 
February 6, 2022. Watch your mail for your official invitation. Be sure 
to notify Heather if you have a second grader or older child who 
should attend, and you didn’t receive an invitation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND PARENTS OF YOUNG 
ADULTS NOT LIVING AT HOME: Please be reminded that Heather 
would love to stay connected with college students this year, and the 
church office would like to have all our young adults on our mailing list! 
Please e-mail her (heather@slchurch.org) your student’s name, what 
school they are attending, and their address for the year, or call Lisa or 
Heather in the office with the information. Thank You!  
 

 

Sunday School students will start their CARD MINISTRY for our 
homebound members toward the end of the month.   

mailto:heather@slchurch.org


MILESTONE MINISTRY 

What is Milestone Ministry? A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment that 
happen in our lives. The purpose of this ministry is to recognize these milestones 
along our life's journey as a faith community. When great things happen in your life 
help us celebrate with you! Did you have perfect attendance at school? Become a 
grandparent for the first time (or again)? Receive a black belt in taekwondo? Let us 
know!  E-mail your milestones to heather@slchurch.org.  
 
 

January Birthdays: 

January 2:  Kate Braatz 
January 3:  Mark Hanson 
January 4:  Kaytelyn Anderson & Beth Devinger 
January 6:  Phineas Braatz, & Marlowe Larsen 
January 7:  John Gruber, Bruce Malchow & Mike Miller 
January 9:  Ryan Cerasoli, Melissa Krenke & Hailey Whitaker   
January 10:  Ardeth Heard & Carol Williams   
January 13:  Katherine Vopal   
January 14:  Gina Bartoszewicz, Shirley Lorenz, Chris Spehert & Emylee Ziller   
January 15:  Shawn Kison, Adeline Kraenzler & Grant Krueger  
January 16:  Ellen Davis, Macey Davis, Pat Growth, & Jacob Skaar   
January 19:  Robin Gross & Nancy Weisenburger 
January 21:  Jim Backman & Janette Mittag   
January 22:  Allen Immel     
January 25:  Sara Leszczynski   
January 27:  Olivia Bollig   
January 28:  Dan Dordel 
January 30:  Pr. Kathy Brown & Carri Dlouhy 
January 31:  Tucker Tellefson   
 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you a Happy Birthday! My God’s Blessings continue 

to surround you. If your birthday was missed, please contact Heather in the church 

office (heather@slchurch.org), so we can update our records.  
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January Anniversaries:  

January 6:  Jan & Lee Szczepanski – 21 Years 
January 15:  Jan & Rudy Miller – 39 Years 
January 15:  Janet & Duane Freitag – 50 Years 
January 23:  Jackie & Greg Wajerski – 51 Years 
January 25:  Julie & Tom Neumann – 30 Years 
 
Your St. Luke’s family wishes you all a Happy Anniversary! God’s Blessings on 

another year together. If your anniversary was missed, please contact Heather in 

the church office (heather@slchurch.org) so we can update our records.  

   

THANK YOU 

• Special thanks to everyone that made goodies for the Lutheran A Cappella 
concert reception.  The concert was fantastic and featured St. Luke’s 
members; Carol and Mark Peterson, Janet Wunrow, Todd Beutin, and an old 
friend, Carolyn Fredriksen!   
 

• Special thanks to everyone involved in the Sunday School pageant 
on December 12, 2021.  It was a real celebration and joyful reminder 
that Jesus lives in and among us! 
 

 

• We are thankful for our Decorating Committee that make the 
sanctuary so beautiful during Advent and Christmas! 
 

• Thank you to Rob Kegel for volunteering to keep our church clean as we 
look for a permanent cleaner! 

 

• Ed Mittag wishes to thank those that purchased holiday gifts for nearly 50 

local children. Church members really made a difference for these families 

at Christmas. Also, special thanks to Marlene Beutin for her time and 

energy in organizing the giving tree and gifts.   
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CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

At our December 14, 2021, meeting we discussed ‘selfcare’ and 

started planning topics and potential guest speakers for 2022.  We 

are always open to new members and new ideas.  There are still 

three copies of the helpful pamphlet, “Gone From my Sight: The 

Dying Experience” by Barbara Karnes, RN for sale on the Welcome 

Center counter at $7.99 payable to Marcia Strahl.  Our next meeting 

will be January 11, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. where we will continue developing a schedule 

for the year.  Some of the topics we are exploring are hospice nursing, speakers 

from the department of aging, pharmacology, and a dietitian as well as repeats on 

financial and legal planning.  We begin each meeting with a Biblical reflection related 

to the topic of discussion.  Anyone interested in joining our group is most welcome. 

 

 

  CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS - ERAS NEED YOU! 
 

Help us meet the needs of seniors!  if you are able and willing, join 
our group of volunteer drivers and help us get seniors to their life-
sustaining medical appointments.  It continues to be a gift to have 
each of you helping to carry out our mission to engage and support 

seniors in leading meaningful lives.  If you are interested, reach out to Gabby Huff 
at gabby.huff@eras.org or (414) 488-6931 for more information on how to help.    
 
 

  

PLEASE PICK-UP OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The 2022 Offering Envelopes are located on a table by the 
Church Office entrance for easy pick-up. Stop in anytime 
Monday through Thursday, between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 
pick up your envelopes. 

    

  
 
 



 Welcome to Our New Website   

 

After months of planning, writing, and designing, our new St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church website is available at www.slchurch.org.    
 

 

 

SIGN UP FOR 2022 ALTAR FLOWER AND ETERNAL FLAME 

Our 2022 Altar Flower and Eternal Flame charts are up. There are 
still plenty of spots available, so please sign up on chart or call Lisa 
Barreto in the Church Office at 414-421-1670. 

 

 

OUR LIVE-STREAM TEAM NEEDS YOU 

 

We are committed to providing a live-steam option for worshipers that are not in 
church.  To ensure that we live-stream each Sunday, we NEED MORE 
FOLKS that are willing to join the team!  There is training provided and 
assistance given until folks are comfortable. If you can post to 
Facebook you too can live-stream. It's easy and fun to do! There is a 
rotating schedule so everyone takes a turn.  Perhaps some of our 
teens interested in film or videography are available to help. Contact 

Mike Miller at mikewindlake@outlook.com if you are interested. We need you! 
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CHURCH  FINANCIALS 
 

Date Monthly 
Budgeted 
Amount  

Monthly 
Actual 

Receipts 

Monthly 
Analysis 

Year-to-
date 

Budgeted 
Amount 

Year-to-
Date 

Receipts 

Year-to-
Date 

 Analysis 

December 
14, 2021 

 $28.425  $29,709 $1,284 
Ahead 

 $339,900   $360,316  $20,116 
Ahead 

  
 

Currently, we are on track and ever thankful for the gifts received from our 
congregation. We praise God from whom ALL blessings flow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 

  

 

 


