
     CONNECTIONS 
 

        ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH – JUNE 2022 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

    

WELCOME PASTOR MONTE PETERSON! 

AND 

MATT, FINN, & WILLA 

ALL THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD 

 FOR OUR NEW 

PASTOR! 

 

 

 

 

 
SUNDAY, JUNE 5, 2022 -  PENTECOST   
 

   Wear red for Pentecost Sunday! 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 2022  - FATHER’S DAY  

All men attending Worship on Father’s Day will receive a special treat as 
they leave Worship in celebration of this very special day! 

 

  



    GREETINGS FROM PASTOR MONTE 
 

Greetings, St. Luke's Lutheran Church!  
 

As I write these words, I'm still floating from the joy of my ordination day, May 14, 2022. It 
was truly Spirit-and-love-filled, weaving together so many threads in my life so far. What a 
blessing to have the Voices of St. Luke's, along with other congregational members, be 
there to begin weaving the threads of your stories together with mine. Those of you who 
were there know that the promises made are daunting—much like the promises made in a 
wedding or a baptism. There were several times that I swallowed hard, knowing that I could 
never fully live up to these promises on my own. I could only make those promises by 
trusting that I wouldn't be on my own—that none of us are on our own. Just as God has 
carried St. Luke's through this time between pastors—and during a pandemic, no less!--
and just as God has carried me through all of my training and formation—God will carry us 
forward into this new season of ministry and outreach and growth together.  
 

It's clear that God has blessed St. Luke's with a talented and committed staff, as well as a 
dedicated church council and congregation. Let me say a hearty "thanks" and "well done!" 
to each of you who have stepped up to keep the congregation together and moving forward 
even in this time of transition. Whether I have met you already, or you are still most 
comfortable worshipping online, I look forward to hearing each of your stories and seeing 
the threads that God has woven into your lives and woven together into St. Luke's.  
 

This is a season of celebrations and newness, as graduations, weddings, and anniversaries 
fill the calendar; yet there is still uncertainty in regards to evolving strains of Covid and an 
ever-changing world. And so, as we move into this next season in our own lives and in our 
life together, I offer you this prayer adapted from Corrymeela, a center for reconciliation in 
Northern Ireland.  
 

God of this new beginning, God of our ongoing story: we pray for all those who enter this 
season. Some enter with exhaustion, for all the work of past months. Some enter with grief 
for losses sustained. Some enter with anxiety for the unknown ahead. Some enter with hope 
for all that is to be. We pray for ourselves, and we pray that this may be a time of restoration: 
of lives filled with new purpose, and renewed hope, as we discover again the joy of 
beginnings. Amen. 
 
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Monte 
 
 
 



      FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 
the heavens.                             Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

Over the past two years, we have been in a season of change. Through it 
all, we remained steadfast in faith, love, and service. We are so thankful for 
the Pastors that helped us during this time of transition, our supply 

preachers: Robin Brodie, Rev. Marcie, Rev. Jay Mc Divitt, Pastor Paul, Pastor Kathy, and 
Pastor Sheila.  We have been blessed by their pastoral care and ministry. 
 

Now we welcome Pastor Monte to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church.  We are excited to get to 
know her husband Matt Peterson and children Finn (14) and Willa (11).  I know we’re all 
anxious to show Pastor Monte just who we are and what we do as a congregation in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
  
At Council, we continue to address several projects.  We are waiting patiently(!) for our new 
copier.  We are looking at proposals from Audio/Sound companies.  Everything is moving 
slowly because of supply chain issues, etc.  We are also focused on ways we can help our 
new minister make a smooth transition. 
 

As we move forward, we want to emphasize that we need Communion Servers. There is a 
sign-up sheet in the Gathering Space and on our website.  On first and third Sundays, our 
Pastor will distribute the bread and a Communion server will deliver the cup of wine.  On 
Second, Fourth and fifth Sundays, we will use Communion Kits. Our Pastor will provide brief 
instruction for folks that wish to help. (It is easy to do!)   
 

We also continue to have concerns about our budget as we are now $4,218 
behind. Typically, we catch up before the summer months approach. We 
continue to feel the effects of a very difficult time and pray that soon we will 
be “out of the red.”  Remember, it is easier than ever to submit an offering 
using this QR-code!  
 

To everyone that attended our Special Congregation meeting and to those that prayed from 
home, we thank you.  Our MET Team, Call Committee and Council appreciate your 
feedback and dedication to the ministry at St. Luke’s. Now is the season to begin anew 
-  Alleluia.  

 
In His Service, 
 
Beth Koehler 
Church Council President 
 



   FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR   

From Biblical times to the present, music has been an important way 

to praise God.  There are many quotes about music and this one is 

a favorite: "All who sing, pray twice." 

The hymns we sing as well as the settings of the liturgy help us in our worship as 

God's presence is made known individually and in the assembly. Kyrie, 

eleison,  which means, "Lord, have mercy", from  Setting 8 in the ELW, is a good 

example of sung prayer. The four verses were used at the close of the service of 

Ordination for our new Pastor,  Monte Peterson.  As we joyously welcome the start 

of a new chapter at St. Luke's with Pastor Peterson, this verse is most fitting: "For 

your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you 

nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord.  Kyrie eleison, 

on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, every day."  

 
  
In Christ, 
 
Carol Peterson 
Music Director  
 

 

 
 

 

 

           
 
 
 

 
 

         

 



YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS  

• Thanks to the Sunday School staff, High School adult helpers, and 

Confirmation guides that served faithfully during this school year. 

We will celebrate these volunteers and staff with an Appreciation 

Potluck Saturday, June 11, 2022, at Edna Stack’s home.  You 

should have already received an e-mail invitation.  Please contact 

Julie Ohlert (414-529-0531) with any questions.   

 

• We had a wonderful Sunday School year as we gradually move to 
‘normalcy.’ Sunday School resumes on September 11, 2022, RALLY DAY.  
Mark your calendars and plan to attend!!  Additional details on special Rally 
Day activities will be in future newsletters.   
 

 
• You can still sign up for MUSIC CAMP! Daily activities include tone chimes, art, 

drumming, ukulele, rhythm instruments with “found” items, and the 
opportunity to be involved in the musical The Sailor’s Bible. Together 
we will hear stories of Noah, Jonah, and Paul’s Shipwreck. Sign up 
today at www.slchurch.org/music-camp.  
 
Too old to participate? We are still in need of YOUTH VOLUNTEERS! 
Contact Heather (heather@slchurch.org) if you are interested.  
 

o Dates:  June 13-17 
o Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
o Ages:  Those who have completed Kindergarten – 5th Grade  
o Cost: $10/child or $15/family     
o Registration deadline June 6, 2022 

   

SAVE THE DATE! ROCKY RAILWAY VBS 

• Dates: August 1, 2022 – August 4, 2022 

• Time:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Before care 8:00 – 9:00 a.m.  

 and after care 3:00 – 5:30 p.m. is available.) 

• Who:  Those who completed Kindergarten – 5th grade. 

Friends, family, and neighbors are invited to join us! Sign up early by filing out the online 

form at www.slchurch.org/vbs or a paper form available at the VBS table in the Gathering 

Space. Please contact the Church Office 414-421-1670 with any questions. Registration 

deadline is July 24, 2022; after that date contact the Church Office (414-421-1670) for 

availability.   

http://www.slchurch.org/music-camp
mailto:heather@slchurch.org
http://www.slchurch.org/vbs


• Thanks to everyone who has volunteered for VBS so far!  Our next 
adult volunteer meeting is Sunday, June 12, 2022, at 10:00 a.m./after 
Church in the Upper Fellowship Hall. 

 

 
• ADDITIONAL HELP WITH VBS IS NEEDED AND ALWAYS APPRECIATED! We 

still have a few spots to fill, so come to the June 12, 2022, meeting to find out 
more!  Reasons to say YES to VBS are:   

o Scheduling is flexible!! 
o A wonderful way to meet people! 
o If you are a volunteer, your K4 child can attend VBS  
o A fantastic way to share the love of God with others!!   

 

Contact the Church Office at 414-421-1670 with any questions and to volunteer!   
 

 

• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL YOUTH HELPERS needed! If you or you 
know someone who is in grades 6th – 12th consider signing up to help lead a crew 
or lead a rotation at this year’s VBS. Contact Heather May to sign up and mark 
July 20 from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. on your calendar for our ‘crew conductor’ VBS 
orientation/t-shirt tie-dye party.  

 
 

• Members of St. Luke’s – YOU can help with VBS by donating food 
and other needed items.  Requests will be put up on the Gathering 
Space ‘vine’ at the end of this month.   

 
 
 

WANTED:  PARISH EDUCATION TEAM CO-CHAIRPERSON 
 

REQUIREMENTS – Have a love of God and Jesus! 
 

DUTIES: 
• Assist in leading Parish Education Team meetings in the evening of the 

4th Monday of most months. 

• Work with other co-chairperson to develop meeting agenda and assist 
with meeting minutes. 

• Work with team members in various education activities at St. Luke’s. 

• Experience – None needed - on the job training provided. 

 
Contact Julie Ohlert (414-529-0531) with any questions and to volunteer!! 



• BRAT FRY/ CAR WASH - Come and enjoy a brat while your car 

gets squeaky clean! Our youth Brat Fry/Car Wash Fundraiser is 

back! Mark your calendars for June 4,, 2022, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Brats will begin to be served at 11:00 a.m.  Proceeds will go toward 

youth activities and trips.  

 

• SUMMERTIME JESUS RETURNS! Have any fun plans this summer? Here is your 
chance to show the whole congregation what you’ve been up to by following these 
simple steps:  

o 1. Pick up your ‘summertime Jesus’ at the welcome center or watch your     
e-mail for a digital/printable copy. 

o 2.  Take pictures of you and/or your family with Jesus enjoying an activity 
(could be as simple as going to the grocery store, or gas station).  

o 3. E-mail your pictures to jesussummertime@gmail.com, or post to social 
medial using #stlukessummertimejesus no later than September 1, 2022. 

o 4. Watch for your pictures to be displayed before worship on Rally Day.  

 
  

 MILESTONE MINISTRY 

What is Milestone Ministry? A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment that happen 
in our lives. The purpose of this ministry is to recognize these milestones along our life's 
journey as a faith community. When great things happen in your life help us celebrate with 
you! Did you have perfect attendance at school? Become a grandparent for the first time 
(or again)? Receive a black belt in taekwondo? Let us know!  E-mail your milestones to 
heather@slchurch.org. Please also check out our new bulletin board by the entrance 

to the Sanctuary! 
 
 

June Birthdays:  

June 1:  Kari Grunwald, & Brandon Robb 
June 2:  Charlie Smitsdorff, Kaitlin Shiroda, & Peter  
               Smitsdorff 
June 3:  Elaine Dembroski, Paige Grunwald, Alison Hanson,  
               & Marcia Strahl 
June 4:  Amber Cerasoli,  Tyler Hessling,  Donald Olsen, &  Brittney Robb 
June 5:  Kelly Smitsdorff,  Alex Sneed,  &  Emma Wenzel 
June 8:  Vincenzo Cerasoli, Jeanne Hagebush, Katie Kison, & Tanner Self 
June 9:  Judith MacMiller 
June 10:  Irvin Fiedler IV, & Karen Lueck 
June 11:  Savannah Brand, Jim Leszczynski, Tom Massopust 

mailto:jesussummertime@gmail.com
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June 12:  Christopher Cota, Dave Jensen, Bob Larsen, & Grace Walter 
June 13:  Jessica Stellberg 
June 14:  Allison Hessling, & Sharon Ritter 
June 15:  Christian Erdman,  Nolan Erdman, & Ruth Jensen 
June 16:  Margaret Jambor, Marlys Seider 
June 17:  Ashna Dagem, & Sandy Tellefson  
June 18:  Catherine Grimshaw 
June 19:  Bob Thierfelder 
June 20:  Susan Weimer 
June 21:  Elise Bollig, & Debra Fiedler 
June 22:  Ed Mittag 
June 25:  Tim Ohlert,  Jessica Roberts, & Amanda Stellberg 
June 26:  Hadley Robb 
June 28:  Rob Kegel,  Benjamin Whiteaker 
June 29:  Abby Callahan,  Julia Callahan,  &  Evelyn Eland,  Lori Wagner, 
                 & Christy Walter   
 

 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you a Happy Birthday! My God’s Blessings continue to 

surround you. If your birthday was missed, please contact Heather in the church office 

(heather@slchurch.org), so we can update our records.  

June Anniversaries:  

June 1:  Robert & Karlin Kalebic – 36 Years 
June 3:  John & Michelle Klein – 22 Years 
June 8:  Roger & Mary Edge – 59 Years 
June 8:  Robert & Carol Thierfelder – 54 Years 
June 8:  Jim Carlsen & Catherine Sendek – 14 Years 
June 9:  Mark & Carol Peterson – 13 Years 
June 18:  Ed & Janette Mittag – 39 Years 
June 20: Robert & Sharon Ritter – 58 Years 
June 21:  Travis & Robin Gross – 8 Years 
June 22:  Mike & Liz Wiken – 37 Years 
June 22:  Bruce & Roberta Malchow – 59 Years 
June 24:  Robert & Ruth Christianson – 55 Years 
June 26:  Dennis & Suzanne Miller – 57 Years 
June 26:  William & Paula Schwartz – 24 Years 
June 27:  Eugene & Jody Wicihowski – 52 Years 
 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you all a Happy Anniversary! God’s Blessings on another 

year together. If your anniversary was missed, please contact Heather in the church office 

(heather@slchurch.org) so we can update our records.  
 

mailto:heather@slchurch.org
mailto:heather@slchurch.org


 

Congratulations to Sheri Trucks on her retirement! 

 

Congratulations to Kate Braatz, on being cast in Mary Poppins as Mrs. 

Brill (Banks family cook/housekeeper) through the Greendale Community 

theatre. 

 

COLLEGE GRADUATES: Congratulations to Tim Ohlert, who graduated with his PhD in 

Biology from the University of New Mexico. 

Congratulations to Alexys Birmingham, who graduated from 

University of Madison with her Bachelor of Science in Biology and 

Certification in Global Health. She will be continuing her education 

to pursue a career in Physical Therapy. She will also continue to work as a yoga instructor 

through her own business!  We wish you nothing but the best in this new journey!   

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: Congratulations to our High School 

Seniors Jason Lueck and Michael Lashua. We know you will 
continue to do amazing things! 

 

 

  

  OUR SYMPATHIES 

We extend our sympathy and keep the following in our thoughts and prayers: 

To Karen and Rob Kegel and the Palecek/Kegel family on the death of Karen’s 
mother, Carol Palecek, in May. 

  
  

• A huge thank-you to WINGS for making our Meet & Greet with Pastor 
Monte and her family so elegant, delicious, and beautiful!  WOW 
WINGS!  You are all incredible! 
 

• Special thanks to Kate and Adam Braatz, Calla Hyatt, Derek Dordel, 
the Pre-schoolers with Chloe Hyatt accompanist, and the Voices of St. 
Luke's with Andrea Clark accompanist that made our May 1, 2022, 
service so special! 
 



• Thanks to Lutheran A Cappella for their beautiful concert on April 29, 2022.  You 
don’t want to miss this group when they perform!  Also, special thanks to everyone 
that brought goodies for the reception that followed. 

 

• Thanks to St. Luke’s Voices for singing at Pastor Monte’s ordination.  We also 
appreciate Rev. Marcie and Pastor Sheila’s participation.  

 
   

FROM PASTOR SHEILA 

 
I believe that if a pastor has done their job even halfway correctly they will have formed 
bonds with their congregation and unfortunately that means leaving will be painful for both 
pastor and people. Leaving well and leaving completely are some of the hardest, but more 
important, parts of a pastor’s job, whether the pastor is there for a few months, a few years, 
or a few decades. I haven’t been with you very long, but I have been accepted as your 
pastor and loved for the past few months. I will miss you all and I know I will be missed.  
  
Leaving well and leaving completely isn’t easy but it is critical for the ongoing life and health 
of a congregation. I have seen far too many examples of blurry boundaries between a 
former pastor and their parishioners leading to unintentional but significant problems in the 
life of a congregation. One of the hardest things I have ever done was to leave St. Mary’s 
and all the wonderful people I loved so deeply.  But because I loved them, and wanted the 
best for my beloved congregation, I cut ties with them all, including many I had considered 
friends for years. I knew that no matter what any of them said I would always be “Pastor 
Sheila” to them and since I am the pastor it was going to fall to me to set and keep the 
necessary boundaries.  
  
I still live in Kenosha and run into former parishioners around town, our 
conversations are friendly, brief, and never church related. It is my final 
gift to them, even though it often doesn’t feel like a gift. I know a lot of 
grieving happened on both sides, pastor, and people, but it was the only 
way for them to be able to prepare to welcome a new pastor and for me 
to truly and completely stop being their pastor. 
  
This might be hard for some to hear but, because I care about this congregation, when I 
walk out the door on Sunday, May 22. 2022, I will be gone for good.  Pastor Monte has my 
contact information and is free to contact me about any transition matters, but I will not be 
maintaining any contact with anyone else from the congregation. 
  
I will keep you in my prayers and entrust you to the pastoral care and guidance of your 
newly called pastor.  



MOMS GROUP 

• The St. Luke's MoMs group would like to extend an invite to all families to enjoy 

each other’s company and have some fun Friday, July 1, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Whitnall Park Beer Garden. Feel free to bring your own 

lawn chairs, yard games, snacks or beverages to enjoy. 

Look for a table with balloons to find us. If you have any 

questions feel free to contact Robin Gross. 
 

• Calling all MoMs are you ready for a night out? Let's get together for dinner and a 

show while supporting our fellow MoMs member Kate Braatz!  Pencil in the evening 

of August 5, 2022, for a night out. Check the Facebook group for an event invite and 

July's connection for more details to come. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

Terri Alm, Cheryl Breidigan’s daughter was not able to come to our May 9, 

2022, meeting because of a business trip so that we invited Pr. Sheila to 

come and talk about church funeral preplanning.  Terri will come to our June 

13, 2022, meeting instead.  We will not schedule any more speakers until 

September after that.   

We meet on Mondays at 4:30 p.m. in the Upper Fellowship Hall and welcome all who are 

interested. We begin each meeting with a Biblical reflection related to the topic of discussion 

and then share some ‘goodies’ while checking in with each other. 

A Special Baptism 

On Sunday May 15, 2022, William Tibedeau, age 100, was baptized at Harbour Village with 

his son and daughter as sponsors.  Bill is one of 12 children.  The first nine children were 

baptized at a Catholic Church, but when the other three came along there was a $10 charge 

that the family could not afford.  Two of his siblings were later baptized and now Bill makes 

the family baptismal history complete. Bill’s children attended a Lutheran church while 

growing up (because it was the closest church to their home) and were baptized and 

confirmed.  Bill attended church with his family and supported his children.  When his grown 

daughter confirmed with other family members that he was not baptized, she asked him if 

he desired it.  He said yes. She then contacted Harbour Village staff to see if it could be 

arranged with ‘the Lutheran pastor who does worship services. This special event is 

therefore the result of St. Luke’s continuing ministry at Harbour Village.  To God be the 

Glory for our newest member of the family of Christ at St. Luke’s! 



P.S.  Bill is a WW2 veteran having served as a medic in General Patton’s army in Northern 

Africa, Italy, France, and Germany. Watch for his picture and more about him in the 

Veteran’s Display Case. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER LAWNMOWERS NEEDED 

We are in need of volunteers to mow the lawn at St. Luke’s. We have a new 

riding mower, or you may bring your own equipment. Training is available for the 

riding mower. Please sign up at the Welcome Center or contact the Church 

Office at 414-421-1670. Many hands make light work! 

 

  

 

 

ST. LUKE’S GOLF OUTING 

When:  Sunday, June 26, 2022, beginning at noon 
Where: Brookfield Hills Golf Course  
Cost:  $37 per person for 18 holes w/cart or $24 for 

  walkers. 
 

Remember, you don’t have to be a pro to enjoy our scramble! The deadline for sign up 
and payment is Sunday, June 12, 2022. After golfing we will then go to That’s Amore for 
dinner. Also, for those of you who don’t want to golf you are welcome to join us for dinner.  
The sign-up sheet will be on the Welcome Center sometime in May or stop into the Church 
Office during normal business hours (Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.)  

 
Questions, please contact Rob or Karen Kegel. 
 
Hope to see you!     



 OUR FAITH.  OUR FUTURE.  

 ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - STEWARDSHIP 2022 

Pledged giving is crucial to our church operation and our gifts to the 
greater church. We ask that you review your pledged giving each 
month. 

 
 
 
 

 FACE MASK UPDATE  

Face masks are recommended for those who are not fully 
vaccinated.  (Please do not attend in-person worship if you 
are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19.) 

 

 

 
 

UKRAINE CRISIS RESPONSE 

You may donate to ELCA UKRAINE CRISIS RESPONSE which will be 
used to assist those affected by the crisis in the Ukraine. Envelopes are 
on the Welcome Center, or you may also give online at https://lwr.org/. 

  

 
 
 
 
 

https://lwr.org/


 

PARAMENTS & CANDLES VOLUNTEERS STILL 

NEEDED 

Please sign up, by the narthex entryway, to be a  Paraments & Candles 
volunteer for July – September and October - December 2022. Training 
will be provided and if you have any questions please call the Church 
Office at 414-421-1670.  

 

 

 

 
 

     ST. LUKE’S WEBSITE   

Our St. Luke’s Lutheran Church website is available at 
www.slchurch.org.   It will be the source of updates, information, and 
weekly worship recordings.  If you have any questions, comments, or 
suggestions, please contact Heather May at 414-421-1670 or via 
heather@slchurch.org. 
 
 
 

 
 

 OUR LIVE-STREAM TEAM NEEDS YOU 
 

We are committed to providing a live-steam option for worshipers that 
are not in church.  To ensure that we live-stream each Sunday, we 
NEED MORE FOLKS that are willing to join the team!  There is 
training provided and assistance given until folks are comfortable. If 
you can post to Facebook you too can live-stream. It's easy and fun 
to do! There is a rotating schedule, so everyone takes a 
turn.  Perhaps some of our teens interested in film or videography are 
available to help. Contact Mike Miller at mikewindlake@outlook.com 
if you are interested. We need you! 
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CHURCH  FINANCIALS 
 

Date Monthly 
Budgeted 
Amount  

Monthly 
Actual 

Receipts 

Monthly 
Analysis 

Year-to-
date 

Budgeted 
Amount 

Year-to-
Date 

Receipts 

Year-to-
Date 

 Analysis 

April, 
2022 

  $32,580 $32,666 Behind 
$86 

 $138,320 $134,102 Behind 
$4,218 

  
 

 

We prayerfully ask that you keep your pledge up-to-date as we move through the 
church year. As always, we give thanks and praise to God from whom all 
blessings flow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
                                  

   

 


