
   CONNECTIONS 
 

        ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH – FEBRUARY 2022 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

We look forward to the season of Lent  … 

 

        ASH WEDNESDAY 

      Wednesday, March 2, 2022 

       7:00 p.m. 

         (Online and in-person) 

   Join us for the Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 

 

(Just as we did last year, we will provide ashes  

to members worshiping online prior to the service.) 
 

 

 

Mid-Week Lenten Reflection:  Mid-week Lenten Reflection 

will be online. Watch your e-mail, bulletins, and next month’s 
newsletter for more information.   
 

 

Maundy Thursday: April 14, 2022, in-person and online 

worship service at 7:00 p.m. 
  

Good Friday: April 15, 2022,  in-person and online worship 

service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday: April 17, 2022, in-person worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Online worship at 10:30 a.m. 
   



FROM PASTOR KATHY 

Greetings and joy to you! 
 
In February, we often think about celebrating Valentine’s Day with cupids and 
hearts, candy and flowers, and, of course, “Be My Valentine” cards.  It’s curious that 
until a poem was written by Geoffrey Chaucer in 1382, the day didn’t have anything 
to do with romantic love.  It was, instead, a day in honor of two saints, Saint Valentine 
of Rome and Saint Valentine of Terni, both of whom were first century martyrs.  That 
puts a whole different twist on the phrase, “Be my Valentine.”  We could be asking 
for someone to be martyred for us, risk or give up one’s life for us.” 
 
Intriguingly, isn’t that what true love is really about?  Jesus says, “No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  He calls us to love one 
another as he has loved us.  How did he show that love for us?  By laying down his 
life, by giving his life on a cross.  Loving in that manner seems a tall order, especially 
when we are confronted by so much unlove in our world or even withing ourselves.  
Yet, if we center ourselves on how God see us, how God loves us, how much God 
cares about and for us, sharing that love becomes easier. 
 
My time of being the transition pastor here at St. Luke’s is soon coming to its end.  
At the end of the month, I will be moving on to serve as the Interim Pastor at St. 
Mary’s Lutheran Church in Kenosha.  It is my hope and prayer that this congregation 
will know and experience the love of God for you and that as you call a new pastor, 
and you engage in new ministries together, God’s love will be central to all that you 
are and do. 
 
In Christ’s peace and love, 
 
Pastor Kathy 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



            FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

 

O Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you.   
Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of distress. 

                  Isaiah 3 3:2 
  

As we head into the new year (whew!), we continue to be faced with challenges 
related to the pandemic and an ever-needy world impacted by tragedies, bad 
weather, and economic uncertainty. Need strength? Look no further than our Savior.  
He loves and cares for us as we face trials and troubles.   
  
With God’s love and grace, we continue to be blessed by our community of faith at 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church.  We’ve had to be flexible - that’s for sure!  Still, we 
remain blessed by members that serve in so many ways. From our Parish Education 
Team that worked to bring students back together to our Property Team that worked 
through a flood; leadership and dedication at our church abounds.    
  
On behalf of Council, I wish to thank Rich Bunzel (Vice President) and Dick Krause 

(Co-Treasurer). We appreciated having them on Council and were grateful for their 

insight and leadership. I also want to give our sincere thanks to Pastor Kathy (and 

her husband, Greg!) for being part of our faith community over the past several 

months. We will keep them in our prayers as they move on in service to Him.  

Although these past two years have been marked with hardships, we look to 2022 
with thanksgiving and joy. God is with us; guiding us to new pastoral leadership and 
ways to live out our faith in service to Him.   
 
In His Service, 
 
Beth Koehler 
Church Council President 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 



     FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR   

It's been a great joy to hear the congregation singing the liturgy of Marty 
Haugen these past weeks. Now the Feast and Celebration is an uplifting 
liturgy that expresses God's living presence among us. During February 

we will be returning to Greg Berg's liturgy, O the Joy. This is another setting that is 
very singable. The words and music  reflect God's love and presence with us. 
 
During this time of uncertainty with the Covid upsurge, may we all be reminded of 
the "peace that passes all understanding" that our Lord gives us. As the author 
Bobbie Reed states: "God's peace is a supernatural ability to remain calm and 
confident in any situation." In the months ahead may we sing lustily, joyfully and 
confidently, knowing that God is with us, and offering in abundance, love, mercy and 
peace. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Carol Peterson, Music Director  
 
 
 

 
CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 

Throughout the month of December and early January, the Call 
Committee met on several occasions to develop targeted 
questions for inclusion in the call process. A mock interview will 
be held in late January 2022, in order to enhance the overall interview process and 
format. Goal is to obtain valuable feedback, optimizing key questions and 
comprehension of the Mission Site Profile.  “Next steps”, as part of the overall Call 
Committee action plan, will include beginning the interview process in February 
2022. We ask that you continue to pray for the Call Committee as the committee 
explores potential candidates provided by the Synod for the future of St. Luke’s. 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 



    

YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS  

  
• We are in need of someone to do SUNDAY SCHOOL 

BULLETIN BOARDS!  The only requirements are the ability 
to create a bulletin board or two for Sunday School.  Please 
contact Julie Ohlert for more information and/or to volunteer 
at 414-529-0531. 

 
    
 

 

 
 

• PRE-LENTEN PANCAKE BREAKFAST – Watch for information in 
the February 6, 2022, Sunday bulletin.  (As of the writing of this 
newsletter, whether to hold or cancel the February 27, 2022, Pancake 
Breakfast was not yet determined.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WINTER CARNIVAL:  At the printing of the newsletter, our annual winter 

carnival is still a go! Popcorn, nachos, hot dogs, games and more! Our 

annual family Winter Carnival (for preschoolers all the way through 5 th 

grade) is almost here! Join us on Saturday, January 19, 2022, from 11:00 

a.m. – 1:00 p.m. for a ton of fun! Use tickets to play games and win prizes, just like 

a carnival. Run out of tickets? No problem, retrieve more from the ticket booth. This 

is a completely free event for our members and beyond! If this event has to be 

canceled, watch for the announcement an e-mail blast will be sent out, it will be 

included in the Sunday School weekly e-mail, as well as posted in bulletins.   
 

 



YOUTH FUNDRAISING SALE:  Although we will not have subs to sell 

for the Superbowl, our middle and high school youth will be selling 

Kringle and other goodies during the month of January. Plan to ‘stock 

up’ for your Super Bowl parties and help our youth with costs of 

Confirmation Camp, Youth Quake, Mission Trips and other outings/trips. 

Youth will be taking orders in the narthex throughout the month. Your 

orders may be picked up on Sunday, February 13, 2022, and Sunday, 

February 20, 2022 following both worship services.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND PARENTS OF YOUNG 
ADULTS NOT LIVING AT HOME: Please be reminded that Heather 
would love to stay connected with college students this year, and the 
church office would like to have all our young adults on our mailing list! 
Please e-mail her (heather@slchurch.org) your student’s name, what 
school they are attending, and their address for the year, or call Lisa or 

Heather in the office with the information. Thank You!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School students will start their CARD MINISTRY for our 
homebound members toward the end of the month.   
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MILESTONE MINISTRY 

What is Milestone Ministry? A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment that 
happen in our lives. The purpose of this ministry is to recognize these milestones 
along our life's journey as a faith community. When great things happen in your life 
help us celebrate with you! Did you have perfect attendance at school? Become a 
grandparent for the first time (or again)? Receive a black belt in taekwondo? Let us 
know!  E-mail your milestones to heather@slchurch.org.  
 
 

February Birthdays: 

February 3:  Kenneth Weimer   
February 4:  Bennett Bollig 
February 5:  Rhonda Minton, Joann VanRyzin, & Bryan Walter 
February 6:  Melissa Thomas, Susan Viliunas, & Jess Williamson  
February 8:  Don Eilers & Liz Wiken   
February 9:  Robert Christianson   
February 10:  Kristin Schach   
February 11:  Pat Banach, Jacob Henrichs, & Renee Larsen   
February 12:  Beth Koehler, Gabe Ziller    
February 15:  Paige Feucht & Dick Krause   
February 16:  Jacob Barrett, Pat Hessling, Milton Sande   
February 17:  Judy Dahnke, Beatrice Methfessel, Luke Miller, & Jane Miles   
February 18:  Nicole Slawson   
February 19:  Lindsay Ogden   
February 21:  Kyle Kubiak   
February 22:  Scott Anderson, Vicki Erdmann, Brad Holcomb,  

       James Malmstrom, &   Nancy Sande    
February 24:  Cassidy Hessling & James Spehert   
February 25:  Roger Klett & Barb Willis   
February 26:  Courtney Schaumberg & Laurie Self   
February 27:  Angie Haese & Robert Wanek 
February 28:  Olivia Clark, Tyler Devinger, & Kate Klein 

 
 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you a Happy Birthday! My God’s Blessings continue 

to surround you. If your birthday was missed, please contact Heather in the church 

office (heather@slchurch.org), so we can update our records.  
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February Anniversaries:  

February 5: Renee & Jim Larsen – 17 Years 
February 22: Joanne & John Gruber – 64 Years 
February 29: Pauline & Thomas Sneed – 2 Years 

 
Your St. Luke’s family wishes you all a Happy Anniversary! God’s Blessings on 

another year together. If your anniversary was missed, please contact Heather in 

the church office (heather@slchurch.org) so we can update our records.  

 

 CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR MILESTONES! 

• Congratulations to Ryan and Amber Cerasoli on the birth of their daughter, 
Valyciana Jean Marie Cerasoli on January 2, 2022. 

• Congratulations to Chloe Hyatt who will be a featured soloist in the marching 
band this season as an underclassman! 

• Congratulations to Calla Hyatt who got casted into the Greendale High 
School Musical Oliver, as a 7th grader! 

• We pray God’s richest blessings on our 2nd graders who will receive a new 

Bible as a gift from the congregation on Sunday, February 6th. The students 

and their families will participate in a Walk Through the Bible class on 

Saturday the 5th. Our 2nd graders are: Olivia Bollig, Ava Cerasoli, Nora 

Clark, Paige Feucht, Kylie Leszczynski, Bennett Linskens, Zacharty 

Milek, Hadly Robb, and Braelynn Thomas.  

 

THANK YOU 

• Special thanks to everyone that made the Christmas Season so 
special at St. Luke’s!  From those who purchased poinsettias to 
those that sang in our choirs and groups, we appreciate everything 
that was done to make the season glorious! 

 
 

• Thank you to Jim Carlsen for filling our cleaning position to keep our 
church clean! 
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CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 

At our January 11, 2022, meeting we had a discussion on the free legal 

service offered by Marquette law students to seniors for estate planning 

as one of our members had a very good experience using it. (See article 

‘Senior Activities in Greendale’ in the November Connections).  This led 

to the following suggested plan for future meetings: 

• March – financial planner 

• April – lawyer to address legal constraints in healthcare 

• May – Nurse Practitioner  

We will continue to make contacts with potential speakers and solidify our schedule 

at our February meeting which will be on Monday, February 14, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.  

Please note the day change as we decided to change from the 2nd Tuesday to the 

2nd Monday of the month due to a zoom meeting for one of the members on 

Tuesdays.  We begin each meeting with a Biblical reflection related to the topic of 

discussion.  Anyone interested in joining the group is most welcome. 

 

PARAMENTS & CANDLES VOLUNTEERS 

We are in need of Paraments & Candles volunteers for July – September 
and October - December 2022. Training will be provided, please sign up 
by the narthex entryway or call the Church Office at 414-421-1670.  

  

 

 2022 ALTAR FLOWERS AND ETERNAL FLAME 

There are many openings on the 2022 Altar Flower Chart for February, 
March, May, June, July, September, October, and November. Also, the 
2022 Eternal Flame Chart have openings for the second half of May 
and first half of June. Please sign up by the Narthex entrance or you 
may also call the Church Office at 414-421-1670. 
 



  CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS - ERAS NEED YOU! 
 

Help us meet the needs of seniors!  if you are able and willing, join 
our group of volunteer drivers and help us get seniors to their life-
sustaining medical appointments.  It continues to be a gift to have 
each of you helping to carry out our mission to engage and support 

seniors in leading meaningful lives.  If you are interested, reach out to Gabby Huff 
at gabby.huff@eras.org or (414) 488-6931 for more information on how to help.    

 

 PLEASE PICK-UP OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The 2022 Offering Envelopes are located on a table by the Church 
Office entrance for easy pick-up. Stop in anytime Monday through 
Thursday, between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to pick up your 
envelopes. 

    

  

 WELCOME TO OUR NEW WEBSITE   

 

Explore the different ministries we have to offer, sign up for 
events/groups, make your monthly offering, and more! Check out 
our new website at www.slchurch.org.  

 
 

 

OUR LIVE-STREAM TEAM NEEDS YOU 
 

We are committed to providing a live-steam option for worshipers that are not in 
church.  To ensure that we live-stream each Sunday, we NEED MORE 
FOLKS that are willing to join the team!  There is training provided and 
assistance given until folks are comfortable. If you can post to 
Facebook you too can live-stream. It's easy and fun to do! There is a 
rotating schedule, so everyone takes a turn.  Perhaps some of our 
teens interested in film or videography are available to help. Contact 

Mike Miller at mikewindlake@outlook.com if you are interested. We need you! 
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CHURCH  FINANCIALS 
 

Date Monthly 
Budgeted 
Amount  

Monthly 
Actual 

Receipts 

Monthly 
Analysis 

Year-to-
date 

Budgeted 
Amount 

Year-to-
Date 

Receipts 

Year-to-
Date 

 Analysis 

December 
31, 2021 

$36,410 $38,349 Ahead 

$1,939 

$376,310 $398,635 Ahead 

$22,055 

  
 

Currently, we are on track and ever thankful for the gifts received from our 
congregation. We praise God from whom ALL blessings flow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 

 


