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        ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - DECEMBER 2021 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Joy to the World! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us this Christmas! 
 

Christmas Eve - Friday, December 24, 2021 

• 4:00 p.m. Family worship with Rock of Faith, traditional carols with organ and 

candle lighting. 

• 10:00 p.m. Candlelight worship with St. Luke’s Voices and traditional carols. 

 

Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25, 2021 

• Online worship only at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 

• Lessons and Carols 9:00 a.m. 
 

 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 

• One worship service at 9:00 a.m. 

 
We hope to see you as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 



GREETINGS FROM PASTOR KATHY 

Greetings as we are now in the season of Advent and looking forward to Christmas.  Often, 
Advent is a difficult time for pastors and church musicians as the selection of Advent hymns 
is slim.  This past year Augsburg Fortress published All Creation Sings: Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship Supplement.  In reviewing its hymns, it was an Advent hymn that caught 
my attention.  The music is an arrangement of “Suo Gân,” a pretty Welsh lullaby, but it was 
the text written by Mary Louise Bringle (b. 1953) that drew me in. 
 
Now the heavens start to whisper, as the veil is growing thin. 
Earth from slumber wakes to listen to the stirring, faint within: 
Seed of promise, deeply planted, child to spring from Jesse’s stem! 
Like the soil beneath the frostline, hearts grow soft to welcome him. 
 
Heavy clouds that block the moonlight now begin to drift away. 
Diamond brilliance through the darkness shines the hope of coming day. 
Christ, the morning star of splendor, gleams within a world grown dim. 
Heaven’s ember fans to fullness; hearts grow warm to welcome him. 
 
Christ, eternal Sun of Justice, Christ, the rose of wisdom’s seed, 
Come to bless with fire and fragrance hours of yearning, hurt, and need. 
In the lonely, in the stranger, in the outcast, hid from view; 
Child who comes to grace the manger, teach our hearts to welcome you. 
 
Our days in the northern climes are growing shorter, the temperature more chilling, frost 
and snow will become part of the landscape, and plants appear to be dead.  Perhaps that 
reflects how we might feel or had felt during the pandemic in a “world grown dim” by 
separation, division, and restrictions, those “heavy clouds that block the moonlight.”  Yet, 
we are not without hope, for we have Jesus’s presence with us even as we await his coming 
during Advent.  We have his grace, his love, his promise with us always.  The warmth of 
“Christ, eternal Sun of Justice” fills us and moves us to work for peace and justice in our 
world; moves us to reach out in Jesus’ name to those who are lonely, those who are 
strangers or outcast.  May the “child who comes to grace the manger” teach all our hearts 
to welcome Jesus fully. 

 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Kathy 
 

 



            FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends in Faith,  
 

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,  
                      and I will glorify your name forever.  Psalm 86:12 

  

Having an attitude of gratitude helps us remember all the good things that God has given 
us.  Even though it’s easy to be tempted to dwell on the negative things (and have been 
some biggies), as children of God we are richly blessed because He loves and cares for us. 
 

Here at St. Luke’s, we are grateful to our Stewardship Drive and those that have sent in 
their pledges.  We are appreciative that our MET Team has completed the Ministry Site 
Profile and it was approved by Council and submitted to the Synod.  We are thankful that 
our Call Committee is eager and ready to go.  From Sunday School to Choir to retirees that 
meet for breakfast - the people of our congregation are busy in service to Him. 
 

Even though these have been tough times, we all have so much to be thankful for. So, 
rejoice this Thanksgiving…God is good! 
 

In His Service, 
 

Beth Koehler 
Church Council President 
 

  FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR   

EMMANUEL:  God with us!   As we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth 

here at St. Luke’s we have many plans in place in our music ministry.   The 

Sunday School children are preparing a program for December 12 and the 

Choirs, both choral and handbell, are planning special music for December 19.  It is indeed 

a time of giving thanks and the return to singing and the playing of instruments is greeted 

with much joy.  The verse from Philippians 4 comes to mind as we prepare our hearts for 

Christmas: “Celebrate God all day, every day, revel in him!  Fill your minds and meditate on 

things true, noble, compelling, gracious..the best, not the worst.”  (from the Message Bible) 

We are looking forward to welcoming two concerts in our newly formed FINE ARTS 

SERIES:  The LUTHERAN A CAPELLA CHOIR on December 10, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. and 

the THREE WINDS on December 18, 2021, at 2:00 p.m.  

May God’s peace and blessing be with you,   

Carol Peterson, Music Director 



TOWN HALL/CONGREGATION MEETING UPDATE  

We are now on our way to calling a new pastor!  Special thanks to everyone 
that attended our Town Hall Meeting/Congregation Meeting.  Special thanks 
to Bishop, Rev. Paul Erickson and our Synod liaison, Rev. Jennifer Arnold 
for helping guide us through this process.  
 
As we take this important next step, we wish to thank our MET TEAM: Kate Braatz, Robin 
Brodie, Beth Devinger (Chair) Andy Clark, Duane Freitag, Brian Haese, Mark Hanson 
(Secretary), Vicki Jensen, Greg Wajerski and Allison Sneed and MET Transition Consultant, 
Rev. Paul Ihlenfeld for their hard work in preparing our Ministry Site Profile.   
 
We also wish to thank Diane Beutin, Cheryl Dordel, Robin Gross, Dick Hensley, Pat 
Hessling, and Greg Wajerski for being part of our Call Committee along with alternates 
Dave Jensen and Janet Wunrow.  Please keep these committee members in your prayers 
as they take the next steps in the search for our new pastor. 

 

 

FACE MASKS 

 
Beginning on Sunday, November 21, 2021 face masks are recommended for those who 
are not fully vaccinated. Teachers will continue to wear face masks and students are 
strongly encouraged to wear face masks during educational programming. 
 
 
 

IT’S COMING!   

OUR NEW WEBSITE TO DEBUT  

DECEMBER 1, 2021 

 
After months of planning, writing, and designing, our new St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
website will be available on December 1, 2021.  The address remains the same - 
www.slchurch.org.  We are anxious to introduce you to this updated communication hub.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.slchurch.org/


OUR FAITH.  OUR FUTURE. 

    ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - STEWARDSHIP 2022 
 

  

We give thanks and praise to God for the Pledge Cards we have received thus far. Pledge 

Cards help us plan our church operation and our gifts to the great church which is why they 

are so important. If you did not turn in your pledge card: 

• Fill out a Pledge card by visiting our website: www.slchurch.org  
 

• Consider completing a Simply Giving form to establish automated online giving. 
 

At St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, we believe stewardship is a mindset, a culture, and a 
discipline. When we love one another as our Savior loves us; stewardship follows. 
Stewardship is faith in action motivated by humble gratitude to God for his blessings in our 
life. Take a look around; see the many, many people that give of their time, talent, and 
resources to St. Luke’s – we are truly blessed by our faith family! Thank you! 

   

      ADVENT WREATH LIGHTERS NEEDED!  

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTERS:   Please check the sign-up sheet at the 

Welcome Center, or the online sign-up sheet sent via e-mail to see if any 

Sundays remain open for Advent Wreath Lighters. Families, couples, or 

friends are welcome to lead the congregation in the Advent responsive 

reading and light the candles. The readings are sent to you in advance.  

  

YOUTH AND FAMILY NEWS  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM NEWS: “The Unwilling 

Innkeeper” is the Sunday School Christmas program being presented at 

the 10:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 12, 2021. 

• All preschool though 5th grade Sunday School students, and our 
choir, the Voices of St. Luke’s are a part of the program. Parents 
should refer to the weekly Sunday School newsletter for updates, 
songs to practice at home, and what your child(ren) should wear for the program.  

• There are two Saturday practices that all students need to attend:  
 

o Saturday, December 4th & December 11th from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 p.m.  
 

• NOTE: Sunday School IS in session on December 12th, starting at 9:30 
a.m.   Sunday School IS NOT in session on December 26th or January 2nd. Classes 
will resume on January 9, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. 

http://www.slchurch.org/


CHRISTMAS PAJAMA VESPER SERVICE:  Children and their families 

are invited to gather around the Christmas tree for our evening Vespers 

service at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 16, 2021. Though the hour 

of our service is not terribly late, children can come in their pajamas and 

snuggle in the lap of a loving adult as we hear a Christmas story, sing 

carols, and worship the Lord. If you are interested, sign up on the Welcome 

Center, or watch your e-mail for an online sign up.  
 

 

 

WINTER CARNIVAL: Popcorn? Nachos? Games? Prizes? Mark your calendar for 

our annual winter carnival February 19, 2022, from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. This is 

a completely free event open to members and beyond and is geared toward 

Preschool – 5th graders.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND PARENTS OF YOUNG 
ADULTS NOT LIVING AT HOME: Please be reminded that Heather would 
love to stay connected with college students this year, and the church office 
would like to have all our young adults on our mailing list! Please e-mail her 
(heather@slchurch.org) your student’s name, what school they are attending, 
and their address for the year, or call Lisa or Heather in the office with the 
information. Thank You!  
 
 
 
 

 

• Sunday School students will start their CARD MINISTRY for our 
homebound members toward the end of the month.   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heather@slchurch.org


MILESTONE MINISTRY 

What is Milestone Ministry? A milestone is a meaningful, memorable moment that happen in our 
lives. The purpose of this ministry is to recognize these milestones along our life's journey as a faith 
community. When great things happen in your life help us celebrate with you! Did you have perfect 
attendance at school? Become a grandparent for the first time (or again)? Receive a black belt in 
taekwondo? Let us know!  E-mail your milestones to heather@slchurch.org.  

December Birthdays:   

December 1: Alexys Birmingham,Julia Esaman & Crystal Wiken 
December 2:  Chelsea Banach 
December 3:  Lilli Eland 
December 4:  Carly Beutin & Cate Makarewicz 
December 5:  Aiden Hans, Natalie Holcomb & Kathy Immel 
December 6:  Nathan Cooper, Nick Jensen & Sally Minkley 
December 7:  Sarah Becker & Amelia Hanson   
December 8:  Brooklyn Burdick, Natalie Larsen & Kristi Neu 
December 10:  Josh Devinger 
December 12:  Joanne Gruber & Kamryn Lawlor 
December 14:  Nicole Gore & Erica Nitsche 
December 15:  Michael Lashua 
December 17:  Tammie Barret & Sally Mushynski 
December 18:  Laura Immel, Bryan Linskens & Jacinda Self  
December 19:  Bennett Linskens & Debbie Noggle 
December 23:  Martin Esaman & Nicholas Trucks 
December 24:  Gloria Gross & Richard Koehler 
December 25:  Andy Beutin 
December 28:  Pat Brannin, Ed Devinger & Susan Larson 
December 30:  Diane Caruso & Ruth Sherry 

 
Your St. Luke’s family wishes you a Happy Birthday! My God’s Blessings continue to surround you. 

If your birthday was missed, please contact Heather in the church office (heather@slchurch.org), 

so we can update our records.  

December Anniversaries:  

December 12:  Sandy & Tom Tellefson – 29 Years 
December 17:  Kathy & David Aguirre – 33 Years 
December 29:  Cate & Rob Makarewicz – 48 Years 
December 30:  Andrea & Andy Clark – 15 Years 
 

Your St. Luke’s family wishes you all a Happy Anniversary! God’s Blessings on another year 

together. If your anniversary was missed, please contact Heather in the church office 

(heather@slchurch.org) so we can update our records.  

 

mailto:heather@slchurch.org
mailto:heather@slchurch.org
mailto:heather@slchurch.org


Our Sympathy: We extend our sympathy to the family and friends 

of our member, Diane Backman, who passed in October. 

  

 

THANK YOU 

We are thankful to Dick Hensley, Dave Jensen, Robin Brodie, and Todd 
Sneed for giving Temple Talks during our Stewardship drive. 
 

Special Thanks to Kent Brodie and Heather May for technical assistance 
during the Town Hall/Congregation Meeting. 

 

Thank you to all who generously donated coats, blankets/quilts, mittens/gloves, 
hats, socks, and food to drives for Hephatha.  Hephatha was so appreciative of all 
that was donated to help keep the children and adults in their congregation warm.    

  

                            POINSETTIA  ORDERS 

Sunday, December 5th is the deadline to order poinsettia plants for our 

Christmas services.  7½“ double poinsettias are $15.  Plants may be 

taken home after the 10:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve, contact the 

Church Office to make arrangements to pick up your plant the week of 

December 27th, or you may choose to leave your plants at church to 

provide additional beauty through the remainder of the season.  Order 

forms are available on the Welcome Center or watch for email to sign up online. 

 

 

   CAROLING  IN  THE  VILLAGE 
 

St. Luke’s members of all ages are once again invited to Christmas 

Carol in Greendale for their DICKENS FESTIVAL on Friday, 

December 3rd.  Meet at church at 5:15 p.m. and we’ll sing from 5:30 

p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Those wanting to go out for dinner afterward are 

invited to regroup at St. Luke’s. The restaurant is TBD. 
 



 HELP DECORATE THE CHURCH TREE! 

Our DECORATIONS  TEAM will be putting up the Christmas tree in the 

chancel (and other church decorating) at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, 

December 11, 2021.  This is a major task requiring strong people who 

don’t mind working on a ladder, and the team would really welcome some 

additional help on this evening!  A pizza party will follow our work at Rudy 

and Jan Miller’s house … please speak to Judi Hensley or Jan Miller if 

you would like to help that night, and they will provide you with details about the party.  

 

 

IT’S  TIME  TO  TAKE  GIVING  TREE  NAMES   

THE GIVING TREE is filled with names of children/families in need of 

Christmas gifts.  Please take a name(s) from the tree and then be sure to 

bring your wrapped gifts (with the recipient’s name securely attached) to 

church by Sunday, December 12th. Names for the tree are once again being 

provided by Ed Mittag. You may also donate: hats, mittens, scarves, socks, and underwear 

as all are still needed. 

 

 FOOD DRIVE FOR HEPHATHA   

Hephatha continues to weather the pandemic and are carefully planning 

their strategy to return worship to the Sanctuary.  Because of these 

circumstances, the Annual Food Drive will be gift cards to families again 

this year.  This was hugely successful last year not only with the generosity of St.  Luke’s 

but also the appreciation of Hephatha families. To donate monies, please indicate on 

donation Food Drive.  We will be distributing gift cards on Saturday, December 4, 2021, 

and Wednesday, December 15, 2021, when congregants will be coming to the Hephatha 

sanctuary to receive Holy Communion.  Kindly make you donation prior to December 14, 

2021. Thank you for your prayerful consideration of how you can support the over 50-year 

partnership St. Luke’s has with Hephatha. 

 
 

 

 

 



CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS - ERAS NEED YOU! 
 
Help us meet the needs of seniors!  if you are able and willing, join our 
group of volunteer drivers and help us get seniors to their life-sustaining 
medical appointments.  It continues to be a gift to have each of you helping 
to carry out our mission to engage and support seniors in leading 

meaningful lives.  If you are interested, reach out to Gabby Huff at gabby.huff@eras.org or 
(414) 488-6931 for more information on how to help.    
 

OUTDOOR CAROLING AT FELMERS CHANEY  

You are invited to join with members of the BtCC Community outside the Felmers 

Chaney Correctional Center on Saturday, December 18, 2021, at 6:30 p.m. Please 

join us as we celebrate the gift of Jesus Christ in our lives through song and prayer.  

ALL ARE WELCOME!  Felmers Chaney is located at 2825 N. 30th St, Milwaukee, 

53210. If you are not familiar with the area around the facility or how to get to our 

meeting point on 30th and Fond Du Lac Ave, please email Brian Ziller at 

brian.j.ziller@gmail.com. We give thanks for all of our committed partners in ministry 

at St. Luke’s and across the synod.   
    

  LUTHERAN A CAPPELLA CHOIR TO  

PERFORM AT ST. LUKE’S! 

Please plan on attending the Lutheran A Cappella Choir Concert 
(featuring members from our own church!)  This special event 
will be followed by a reception sponsored by St. Luke’s Voices.   
 

     Date:  Friday, December 10, 2021 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Place: Sanctuary 
Reception:  Gathering Space, immediately after the concert. 
 

Tickets are $12 for students and seniors and $15 for general admission. Tickets will be on 
sale in the Church Office and on Sundays prior to the event. Tickets will also be available 
at the door.   

 

 

THREE WINDS CONCERT AT ST. LUKE’S! 

 
Please plan on attending the Three Winds concert on Saturday, 

December 18, 2021, at 2:00 p.m.  Our member Andrea Clark 

will be playing! Watch the bulletins for more information. 



OUR LIVE-STREAM TEAM NEEDS YOU 

 

We are committed to providing a live-steam option for worshipers that are not 
in church.  To ensure that we live-stream each Sunday, we NEED MORE 
FOLKS that are willing to join the team!  There is training provided and 
assistance given until folks are comfortable. If you can post to Facebook you 

too can live-stream. It's easy and fun to do! There is a rotating schedule so everyone takes 
a turn.  Perhaps some of our teens interested in film or videography are available to help. 
Contact Mike Miller at mikewindlake@outlook.com if you are interested. We need you! 
 
 

CHURCH  FINANCIALS 
 

Date Monthly 
Budgeted 
Amount  

Monthly 
Actual 

Receipts 

Monthly 
Analysis 

Year-to-
date 

Budgeted 
Amount 

Year-to-
Date 

Receipts 

Year-to-
Date 

 Analysis 

November   
2021 

  $33,375  $39,803 Ahead 

$6,433 

$311,475  $330,307  Ahead 

$18,832 

  
 

Currently, we are on track and ever thankful for the gifts received from our 
congregation. We praise God from whom ALL blessings flow. 
 
 
 
 

Have a Merry Christmas and  

a Blessed New Year! 

Your St. Luke’s Staff 
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