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Genesis 15 Leader Guide for Ages 3-6

Teachers Dig In

Dig In to the Bible
 Read: Genesis 15
 In This Passage: Abram is an old man with no children. But God makes an

amazing promise: to give him more descendants than there are stars in the
sky. Wow! Abram believed God, and God kept his promise. God keeps his
promises to us, too.

 Bible Point: God keeps his promises to us.
 Summary Verse: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”

(Genesis 1:1).

Dig Deeper
 You’ll Be Teaching: God keeps his promises to us. Kids, like all of us, have

experienced a broken promise. They’re learning that they can’t always trust
people to do what they say. Help them see that they can trust God because
God always keeps his amazing promises to us.

 Think About: When have you broken a promise? When have you kept a
hard promise?

Dig In to Prayer
 Pray that your kids will trust God to keep his promises.

Quick Tip
 Set an example of keeping promises. If you see a child raising his hand and

you say, “I’ll come back to you later,” make sure you do. If you tell someone
you’ll watch the YouTube video she recommended, make a note to check it
out that week and then follow up with the child the following week. As you
keep your promises, you’ll show kids what God is like.
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This Lesson at a Glance

OPENING
Preschoolers share about a topic related to the lesson.

Supplies
 Bible

PRESCHOOL PUPPET SKIT
Recommended for preschoolers.

Supplies
 Theophilus the FaithRetriever™ Puppet (order here)
 wall scene from Core Bible Discovery*

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Preschoolers receive a promise and create a scene on the wall.

Supplies
 Bible
 bulletin board paper
 star stickers
 brown and red construction paper
 tape
 special treats (1 per child)
 black bedsheet
 several pillows

Easy Prep
 Hang the bulletin board paper on the wall in a place where all the

children will be able to gather. Set the pillows out of reach but
near this area. Set the black bedsheet in a corner of the room
(the place you’ll call Egypt), away from where you hung the
bulletin board paper.

 Cut 1 strip of brown construction paper per child. Cut hearts from
the red construction paper, 1 per child. If you don’t want to cut
hearts, you can cut small squares and draw hearts on them.

 Determine what you want your special treat to be. It could be
anything from a piece of candy to a sticker that kids take home.

 Without removing the backing to the star stickers, hide individual
stickers around your room. (You may need to cut apart a sheet of
star stickers if they’re not already individual.) Hide at least 1 per
child but more than an average preschooler can count—possibly
around 100.

DEEPER BIBLE
Preschoolers do an activity with flashlights and sing a song.

Supplies
 Bible
 large flashlights (4 for every 20-25 kids)
 construction paper

https://www.group.com/product/646847104787-theophilus-the-faithretriever-8482-puppet.do
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Easy Prep
 Cut circles out of construction paper to cover the bulb end of the

flashlights, and poke numerous holes in the paper using a hole
punch or pencil. Tape the circles over the end of the flashlights.  

 Have a way to darken your room.

OBJECT LESSON
Preschoolers watch a surprise experiment with an egg.

Supplies
 plastic eggs (1 for every 3 kids)
 peeled hard-boiled eggs (1 for every 3 kids)
 Starbucks Frappuccino glass bottles (found at gas stations and

grocery stores in the small refrigerators at the checkout counter)
or vases with neck slightly smaller than the egg (1 for every 3
kids)

 matches
 scrap paper

CRAFT
Preschoolers make mailboxes and draw pictures for each other.

Supplies
 “Special Delivery” handout (2 per child) (download here)
 paper plates (1½ per child)
 thin ribbon or yarn (2 feet per child)
 colored markers
 stickers
 glue sticks
 stapler
 hole punch

Easy Prep
 Cut enough paper plates in half so that each child will have 1

whole and 1 half paper plate.
 Punch 2 holes on 1 side of each whole paper plate. This will be

the top.
 Cut a 2-foot length of yarn or ribbon for each child.
 Make a sample craft to show kids.

LOW-ENERGY GAME
Preschoolers play a memory game and count stars.

Supplies
 “Memory Game” handout (2 copies for every 5 or 6 kids)

(download here)

Easy Prep
 Cut apart the cards from the “Memory Game” handouts. You’ll

need 2 copies per group so each card has a match.

HIGH-ENERGY GAME

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9138/q1_lesson-04_special-delivery_handout.pdf
https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9137/q1_lesson-04_memory-game_handout.pdf
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Preschoolers follow instructions and experience promises kept.
Supplies
 stickers or other small prizes (1 per child)

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Preschoolers put on heart stickers and thank God for his promises.

Supplies
 heart stickers
 Friends With God Story Bible (optional) (order here)

TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Recommended for elementary kids.

Supplies
 “Promises, Promises” teaching video (watch or download here)

TAKE-HOME
Preschoolers receive a take-home page about the lesson.

Supplies
 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download

here)

Easy Prep
 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home”

handout.

*Marked supplies can be reused from Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+,
purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of allergy concerns.

https://www.group.com/product/9781470748616-friends-with-god-bible.do
https://vimeo.com/album/4445582/video/206104510
https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9480/q1_lesson-4_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx
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OPENING
Welcome

[5 min]

Supplies

 Bible

Welcome
            Thank kids for coming.
            Just for fun, have kids give a fist bump to four friends.
            Make announcements.
            Introduce new kids.
            Celebrate birthdays by lining up preschoolers with birthdays this month
and having everyone else run by to high-five them.
            Collect the offering.

Introduce the Lesson
            Say: Today we’re going to learn about a promise God made to a man
in the Bible named Abram. God kept his promise, and God keeps his
promises to us. God promised Abram that he would have many children and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Abram lived to be very old, and he
got to be a grandpa to many children.

Share
            Tell kids about the oldest living person in your family.
            In leader-led small groups, have preschoolers tell about the oldest people
they can think of in their families.
            After small groups have discussed, have adult or teen helpers share with
the whole group what they talked about in their small groups.

Summarize
            Open a Bible, and say: God gave us our families and everyone in
them. And he kept his promise to Abram to give him a big family. Let’s look
at that promise and other promises God makes to us in the Bible. The Bible
is God’s special book. God uses the Bible to talk to us. He’s always here,
and he wants to talk to you now.
            Pray, thanking God for keeping his promises.
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PRESCHOOL PUPPET SKIT
Theo Learns About God’s Promises

[10 min]

Supplies

 Theophilus the FaithRetriever™ Puppet (order here)
 wall scene from Core Bible Discovery*

Tip
 Before printing, turn on page numbering in Word to keep the pages in order

(or simply hand-number each page after printing). You may also find it
helpful to highlight your part and set the script on a music stand nearby
during the skit.

Leader: It’s time for our puppy friend, Theo, to come for a visit. Let’s call him
to our class with a “woof, woof.” Ready? (Leads kids to bark until Theo is
brought into view.)

Theo: Hooowwloo, friends! (Howls.) I have an itchy-itch, right here. (Points to
his head.) Would you give me a scratch? (Circulates among kids so each child
can pet him.)

Leader: Thanks for giving Theo a warm welcome, kids!

Theo: (Stares at the wall scene.) Wow! What’s that?!

Leader: We made that today as we learned that God keeps his promises to
us.

Theo: It’s beautiful!

Leader: Thank you!

Theo: What does it mean?

Leader: (Points to the different parts on the wall hanging and encourages kids to
try to recall God’s promise.) God promised his friend Abram that he’d have
many children. God kept his promise!

Theo: What else does God promise? Does he ever promise to give you a
Nutter Butter cookie? (Looks to kids to hear if they know any promises from
God.)

Leader: (Chuckles.) God promises to love us and take care of us.

Theo: Does he promise to be our forever friend?

Leader: He does.

Theo: Oh, good! God is a good friend! (Looks to kids.) Do you promise to be
my forever friend? (Listens and then high-fives each child.) Who are some
other forever friends you have? (Listens and responds as kids share about their
friends.)

Leader: We all have some good friends in here.

https://www.group.com/product/646847104787-theophilus-the-faithretriever-8482-puppet.do
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Theo: All this talk about friends is making me want to go give my best friend,
Becky Beagle, a hug!

Leader: Okay, Theo. Kids, let’s give Theo a quick “woof, woof, goodbye”!
(Leads kids to say “woof, woof, goodbye,” and then places Theo out of sight.)
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CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Genesis: God Promises Abram a Son (Genesis 15)

[20 min]

Supplies

 Bible
 bulletin board paper
 star stickers
 brown and red construction paper
 tape
 special treats (1 per child)
 black bedsheet
 several pillows

Easy Prep

 Hang the bulletin board paper on the wall in a place where all the children
will be able to gather. Set the pillows out of reach but near this area. Set the
black bedsheet in a corner of the room (the place you’ll call Egypt), away
from where you hung the bulletin board paper.

 Cut 1 strip of brown construction paper per child. Cut hearts from the red
construction paper, 1 per child. If you don’t want to cut hearts, you can cut
small squares and draw hearts on them.

 Determine what you want your special treat to be. It could be anything from
a piece of candy to a sticker that kids take home.

 Without removing the backing to the star stickers, hide individual stickers
around your room. (You may need to cut apart a sheet of star stickers if
they’re not already individual.) Hide at least 1 per child but more than an
average preschooler can count—possibly around 100.

            Have the children gather around the paper you hung on the wall.
            Say: Today we’re going to learn that God keeps his promises to us.
We’ll hear about some promises God made to a man named Abram. But
first, since we’re learning about promises, I’m going to make a promise to
you.
            I have a special treat for you today, and I promise I’ll give it to you.
Show the treat that you’ll be giving to children at the end of the lesson. I’m not
going to give it to you until later, so we’ll all practice waiting patiently for
our special treat. But I promise I will give it to you. I promise!

Find the Stars
            Show a Bible. Say: The Bible says that God made some promises to
Abram. And like you have to wait for my promise, Abram had to wait for
God’s promises.
            God wanted Abram to know that he would be with Abram and bring
him many good things in his life. But Abram was sad because he didn’t
have any children. That’s when God told Abram, “You’re going to have
many children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren.” Then he took
Abram to look at the stars in the sky at night.
            Lead the children to find the star stickers around the room. Have them
keep looking even after they’ve each found one. When it seems like they’ve found
all the stars, have them bring the stars to you as they gather in front of the paper
on the wall. Lay all the stars out in front of you.
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            Say: God told Abram to look at the stars in the sky because there are
so many—more than Abram could even count! Let’s see if we can count our
stars. Lead the children in counting the stars. As children begin to appear
restless, or after you’ve passed the number 50, say: There are lots more, and
we’ve already counted so many! We probably could count all these stars
here, even though it would take a while. But the stars in the sky—I don’t
think we could count all of those.
            God promised Abram that he would have more children and family
than the number of stars in the sky, more people than he could count.
That’s a lot of family!
            Share how many immediate family members you have, and invite the
children to share how many people they have in their families.
            Say: God promised Abram that he’d have a huge family even though
he didn’t have any children yet, and Abram had to wait for the promise. But
God did keep his promise! Abram is sometimes called Father Abraham
because he was the daddy, grandpa, great-grandpa, and great-great-
grandpa of God’s family.
            That was God’s first promise to Abram, and it can help us know that
God keeps his promises to us, too. Lead the children to place at least one star
each on the paper on the wall. Guide them to place the stars up high on the paper
so they’ll be out of the way of things they’ll be adding later in the lesson.

Hide Under a Dark Sheet
            Say: Let’s look at another promise God made to Abram. God told
Abram that things wouldn’t be all easy-peasy for his family. God knew that
Abram’s family would end up in a place called Egypt and there would be
some hard times for them. We might say it was a “dark time” for them. That
doesn’t mean it wasn’t sunshiny. It just means hard things happened.
            Lead the children to “Egypt” (the area where you placed the dark sheet).
Have the children gather under the dark sheet. Say: It’s dark under here. Let’s
huddle together.
            God told Abram that there would be a lot of hard times for his family
in Egypt. Things would feel very sad and gloomy to them. The people in
Egypt would be mean to them. But God would be with them the whole time.
God’s love would help them. Lead children to high-five the children around
them.
            Say: That was God’s second promise to Abram. And it happened, just
as God said it would. Whip off the black sheet. God promised to be with them
in the dark time and to bring them out of it. Lead the children back to the paper
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on the wall.
Say: God promised to love and care for Abram’s family, even when they
were in Egypt—kind of like a blanket of love rather than that dark sheet we
huddled under. Give each child a heart, and help children tape the hearts to the
paper on the wall in an arch shape so you can later fit the brown construction
paper strips underneath the hearts. (The brown construction paper strips will be
used to make the shape of a home.)
            Say: Just as God promised to love and care for Abram’s family, he
promises to love and care for you. And God always keeps his promises to
us!

Find Our Home
            Say: God made another promise to Abram. He said that after the
people lived in Egypt, God would bring them home. Bring out the pillows, and
let children get cozy and recline on the pillows.
            Say: God would bring Abram’s family to a new place away from
Egypt, and they would have a comfy home there, kind of like our comfy
home we’ve created with our pillows.
            Share something comfortable about your own home.
            Ask: • What’s something comfy about where you live?
            Say: God promised to give Abram’s family a home, and God kept his
promise! Lead the children to create a house shape by taping the brown
construction paper strips underneath the arch of hearts.
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Receive a Treat
            Review the promises God made to Abram as you point to each thing kids
added to the scene on the wall. Say: God promised to give Abram more family
than he could count, like the stars in the sky. Point to the stars. And God kept
his promise.
            God promised to be with Abram’s family when the people in Egypt
were mean to them and life felt really hard. Point to the hearts. God kept his
promise—he loved and cared for Abram’s family.
            And God promised to give Abram’s family a good home. Point to the
home. God kept his promise.
            God even gave Abram a new name later when he kept all his
promises to Abram. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham. God kept all
his promises to Abram, and God keeps all his promises to us, too!
            That reminds me—I made a promise to you earlier. And I’m going to
keep my promise. I promised you a special treat, so here it is. Give each child
one of the treats that you promised earlier. Let them enjoy the treat as you
continue. (You may want to wait a moment as children settle.)
            Ask: • Tell whether you thought I’d keep my promise to you or not.
            • How do you feel now that I gave you what I promised?
            Say: I made only one small promise to you. But God makes a lot of
big promises to you. He promises to always love you and take care of you,
like he took care of Abram. He promises to always be with you. And you can
be sure that God will keep these promises to you because God keeps all his
promises to us!
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DEEPER BIBLE
God’s Promises

[15 min]

Supplies

 Bible
 large flashlights (4 for every 20-25 kids)
 construction paper

Easy Prep

 Cut circles out of construction paper to cover the bulb end of the flashlights,
and poke numerous holes in the paper using a hole punch or pencil. Tape
the circles over the end of the flashlights.  

 Have a way to darken your room.

Tip
 If you have more than 20 to 25 preschoolers, you can double the amount of

flashlights, double the number of groups, and give out two flashlights at a
time.  

 If you have high ceilings, you can have kids shine their flashlights on a
nearby wall instead.

Make Stars on the Ceiling
            Form four groups, and have each group sit together in a circle. Have
circles spread out around your room.
            Say: Today we’re learning that God keeps his promises to us. God
kept his promises to Abram, and God keeps his promises to us, too. God
has so many good promises for us! His goodness goes on and on and on,
just like the stars in the sky. Let’s talk about some of God’s promises to us
and create a starry sky here in our room. Dim the lights.
            Say: One of God’s promises is that he will always forgive us for the
wrong things we do when we ask him to, no matter how many times we do
wrong things! Turn on a flashlight, and give it to one child in the first group of
preschoolers. Help the preschooler point the light toward the ceiling so the light
that shines through the holes in the paper looks like stars. Then have that first
group slowly pass the flashlight around the circle one time, trying to keep the stars
on the ceiling. Let the last child in the group continue to hold the stars in place
until the introduction of the second flashlight.  
            Say: God also promises that when we believe in him and his Son,
Jesus, we’ll get to spend forever with him in a place we’ll love, called
heaven. Wow! Turn on another flashlight, and give it to a child in the next group
of preschoolers. Now you’ll have two flashlights shining stars on the ceiling. Have
the two groups slowly pass the flashlights around their own circles one rotation,
trying to keep the stars on the ceiling. Let the last child in each group’s rotation
continue to hold the stars in place until the introduction of the third flashlight.   
            Say: God promises to always take care of us, too. The Bible says
God knows everything we need and that he will make sure we have
everything we need. We don’t have to worry! Turn on another flashlight, and
give it to a child in the next group of preschoolers. Now you’ll have three
flashlights shining stars on the ceiling. Have the three groups slowly pass the
flashlights around their own circles one rotation, trying to keep the stars on the
ceiling. Let the last child in each group’s rotation continue to hold the stars in
place until the introduction of the fourth flashlight.   
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            Say: Another promise is that God’s love for us will never end. The
Bible says God’s “unfailing love will last forever.” Forever! What an
amazing promise! Turn on another flashlight, and give it to a child in the next
group of preschoolers. Now you’ll have four flashlights shining stars on the ceiling.
Have all the groups slowly pass the flashlights around their own circles one
rotation, trying to keep the stars on the ceiling. Let the last child in each group’s
rotation continue to hold the stars in place.   
            Say: Look at our ceiling. It looks like it’s covered in stars! Whenever
you see the stars in the sky, you can remember how many good promises
God has for you. Have all the preschoolers pass the flashlights around their
circles again so each child has one more turn to shine the “stars” onto the ceiling.
            After a few minutes, collect the flashlights and turn the room lights back
on.

Sing a Song
            Say: Another great promise God makes to us is that he will always be
with us. The Bible says, “Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.” That is such good news! God is with us
all the time and wherever we are. He never leaves us on our own. He is
always with us to be our friend and to give us his love. Let’s sing a song
about God’s promises and how he is always with us.
            Have preschoolers sing this song to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star.”

Twinkle, twinkle, all the stars. (open and close hands like shining stars)
            You remind me God’s not far. (shade eyes with hand and look around)
            God keeps his promises to me. (point up, point thumbs to yourself)
            And has good plans for us, you see. (high-five a friend)
            Twinkle, twinkle, all the stars. (open and close hands like shining stars)
            You remind me God’s not far. (shade eyes with hand and look around)

            Repeat a few times.
            Say: God keeps his promises to us. Even though we might not
always keep our promises, God never breaks any of the promises he makes
to us. He will always be with you, love you, and take care of you. Those are
amazing promises!
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OBJECT LESSON
Eggzpossible!

[10 min]

Supplies

 plastic eggs (1 for every 3 kids)
 peeled hard-boiled eggs (1 for every 3 kids)
 Starbucks Frappuccino glass bottles (found at gas stations and grocery

stores in the small refrigerators at the checkout counter) or vases with neck
slightly smaller than the egg (1 for every 3 kids)

 matches
 scrap paper

Try to Fit a Plastic Egg in a Bottle
            Hold up a plastic egg.
            Say: Look at this egg. Do you think it will fit inside a bottle? Let’s
give it a try.
            Have kids sit in groups of three. Let them take turns trying to fit the plastic
eggs into the bottles. They will not be able to do so. Encourage them as they try,
suggesting that they turn the egg a different way or pretend to hammer the egg.
            Say: Well, that didn’t work. It just doesn’t fit. It’s impossible!
            Hold up one of the peeled hard-boiled eggs. Gently show kids that a hard-
boiled egg doesn’t easily fit into the bottle.
            Say: But guess what! I know a special, grown-up way to get this egg
inside a bottle. I promise it will work without breaking the egg. Do you
believe me? Invite kids to share why they do or don’t believe you.  

Put the Egg in the Bottle
            Have kids sit on the floor at least 3 feet away from the table. Tell them that
you’ll be using fire, so they can watch but not touch!
            Light a small piece of scrap paper on fire, and carefully place it inside the
glass bottle. Quickly put the egg on the neck of the bottle. The egg should be
drawn into the bottle. Repeat with another egg and bottle, just because it’s fun to
see!

Talk About It
            Say: We tried and tried but couldn’t fit our plastic eggs into the
bottles. Then surprise! I kept my promise and showed you a special way to
fit an egg into a bottle.
            Ask: • Tell whether you were surprised that I was able to keep my
promise to you.
            Say: I did keep my promise to you. God keeps his promises to you,
too. But he’s better at keeping promises than anyone else. People don’t
always keep their promises, but God does.
            Share an example of a promise you kept to someone and one you made
but didn’t keep. For example, maybe you promised to unload the dishwasher after
you finished a TV show or promised to play a game with your children after
dinner.
            Ask: • What are some promises you’ve made to other people?
Encourage children to share the promises they’ve made and to tell whether they
kept their promises.
            Say: It’s always good to keep our promises to others. We definitely
want to try to keep them! But God always keeps his promises to us, no
matter what. And even when things seem impossible, God will make a way
to keep his promises to us.  



Lesson 4: Genesis: God Promises Abram a Son 10/02/2022
Classroom: Preschool

Design and base content Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed for use with 21-40 students. Permission to reproduce
granted for local church use only.

Page 15 of
21

CRAFT
Special Delivery Mailbox

[20 min]

Supplies

 “Special Delivery” handout (2 per child) (download here)
 paper plates (1½ per child)
 thin ribbon or yarn (2 feet per child)
 colored markers
 stickers
 glue sticks
 stapler
 hole punch

Easy Prep

 Cut enough paper plates in half so that each child will have 1 whole and 1
half paper plate.

 Punch 2 holes on 1 side of each whole paper plate. This will be the top.
 Cut a 2-foot length of yarn or ribbon for each child.
 Make a sample craft to show kids.

Make a Mailbox
            Say: In our Bible story, we learned that God promised Abram he
would have a son and lots and lots of grandkids and great-grandkids—a
huge family! Abram didn’t have any kids yet, so he had to wait for God’s
promise. But after some time, Abram became the dad and grandpa and
great-grandpa of lots of people! God kept his promise to Abram.
            Like Abram had to wait to have a big family, something we have to
wait for is mail. When someone sends you a birthday or Christmas present

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9138/q1_lesson-04_special-delivery_handout.pdf
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in the mail or your parents order something on the computer, it takes time
before it shows up at your house. It might take a few days or even a couple
of weeks.
            Share a few examples of things that you have waited to get in the mail.
            Ask: • What’s something fun you’ve waited to get in the mail? Maybe
a birthday card from your grandma or a package of something your mom or
dad ordered online. Let preschoolers share what they’ve received in the mail.
            Say: When things get sent in the mail, we can know they’ll get
delivered to us, even though we have to wait. And that’s like God’s
promises. God always keeps his promises to us, even if we have to wait for
those promises sometimes—like the promise that when we believe in Jesus,
we’ll get to spend forever in heaven with him someday.
            Show preschoolers the sample craft. Say: Let’s make a mailbox to
remember that God’s promises are like special deliveries we can look
forward to.
            Give each preschooler a whole paper plate and a half paper plate. Have
preschoolers use glue sticks to smear glue over the entire rim of the half plate and
then stick it onto the rim of the full plate opposite the punched holes, creating a
pocket between the plates. Make sure preschoolers don’t cover up the two
punched holes. Preschoolers can use their fingers to press the rims of the plates
together to help the glue stick. Once preschoolers have glued their plates
together, you or a helper can staple the rims of the plates together for extra
stability (three staples is plenty).
            Then, on a whiteboard or piece of paper, show preschoolers how to draw
an envelope on the front of the half plate. They can use markers to draw a
rectangle and a “v” shape inside it. Preschoolers can decorate their mailboxes
with markers and stickers.
            After preschoolers have decorated their crafts, help them thread a piece of
yarn through the two holes and tie the ends together.

Draw Pictures for Friends
            Say: Your mailboxes are almost done! They’re just missing one
thing…What do you think that is? Pause. That’s right—mail! Let’s draw
some pictures to deliver to our friends’ mailboxes.
            Give each preschooler two “Special Delivery” handouts, and have children
draw a picture on each handout. While preschoolers are coloring, you and your
helper can use tape to hang the mailboxes on a wall (or just prop them against a
wall on the floor).
            After they finish drawing, preschoolers can fold their pictures and place
each picture in a mailbox. Make sure each mailbox receives two pictures.
            Then let preschoolers retrieve their mailboxes and look at the fun “mail”
they received.
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LOW-ENERGY GAME
Starry Memory

[10 min]

Supplies

 “Memory Game” handout (2 copies for every 5 or 6 kids) (download here)

Easy Prep

 Cut apart the cards from the “Memory Game” handouts. You’ll need 2
copies per group so each card has a match.

Play a Memory Game
            Say: In our Bible story, God told Abram to look at the stars and count
them. Let’s play a memory game and see if we can find and count stars, too.
I promise there is a match for every card.
            Form groups of five or six, depending on how many leaders and helpers
you have. There should be one adult or teen helper in each group. Give each
group a set of “Memory Game” cards. Have adult or teen helpers mix up the cards
and lay them facedown in rows in front of the children.
            Say: In our game, you’ll each get a turn to flip over two cards at a
time. If you flip two matching cards, you get to keep them. If you don’t have
a match, flip them back over. During the game, have adult or teen helpers help
kids recognize the colors and numbers of stars on the cards. If matches aren’t
found right away, have adult or teen helpers encourage kids by saying: I promise
there is a matching card in the mix. Keep looking!
            Play until all the matches have been found. Repeat if time allows.

Talk About It
            Say: We didn’t always find matches right away. Sometimes it was
hard to wait to find our match. In our Bible story, God told Abram he would
have a big family with as many people in it as there are stars in the sky! God
kept his promise, but it didn’t happen right away. Abram had to wait, like we
did.
            Share about a time you had to wait for a promise.
            Ask: • Tell about a time you had to wait for a promise. Maybe you had
to wait until Dad came home to play outside, or maybe you had to wait to
open a birthday present. Invite kids to share their stories.
            Say: God keeps his promises to us. Sometimes we have to wait for
God’s promises to come true. But they always, always do!

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9137/q1_lesson-04_memory-game_handout.pdf
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HIGH-ENERGY GAME
If You Do This...

[10 min]

Supplies

 stickers or other small prizes (1 per child)

Give Commands and Make a Promise
             Say: Let’s play a promise game! I’ll ask everyone to do certain
things. If you do them, then I promise to give you something. Are you
ready? Here we go!
            If you jump up and down five times, I’ll give you a high-five. Allow kids
to jump around the room, and then excitedly give each of them a high-five.
Continue, giving the following commands and promises:
 If you run in place for 10 seconds, I’ll give you a high-ten.
 If you crawl across the room, I’ll give you a fist bump.
 If you hop like a kangaroo around the room, I’ll give you a pat on the

back.
 If you flap your arms and cluck like a chicken for 20 seconds, I’ll give

you a double high-five.
 If you pretend to fly like an airplane around the room, I’ll give you a

low-five.
 If you gallop like a horse, I’ll give you two fist bumps.

            Continue with more challenges if time allows.
            Say: If you march in place and count to 10, I’ll give you a prize!
Encourage everyone to march and count together; then give each child a sticker
or other small prize.

Talk About It
            Say: That was fun! I made a lot of promises in that game, and I kept
every single one of them!
            Ask: • Tell about someone else who makes promises to you.
            Say: People make and keep promises because they love us and want
what’s best for us. Just like God kept his promise to Abram, God keeps his
promises to us. He loves and cares for us, no matter what.
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LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
God Promises Love

[5 min]

Supplies

 heart stickers
 Friends With God Story Bible (optional) (order here)

Receive a Heart Sticker
            Say: God always keeps his promises. Today we learned about
promises God made to a man named Abram, and we learned that God
makes promises to us, too. God promises to take care of us and love us
forever!
            Give each child a heart sticker, and help children put on the stickers. Say:
God promises that his love sticks to you, a little like your heart sticker.

Pray
            Say: Let’s thank God that he keeps his promise to love us and take
care of us. Lead children in a prayer, thanking God that he always keeps his
promises to us, loves us, and takes care of us.
            If you have extra time, spend some time reading today’s Bible story from
the Friends With God Story Bible.
            Say: I’m so happy you came to church today! I hope you’ll come back
and be with all our friends here at church.

https://www.group.com/product/9781470748616-friends-with-god-bible.do
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TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Promises, Promises

[10 min]

Supplies

 “Promises, Promises” teaching video (watch or download here)

Tips:
 Talk-About Videos may work for preschoolers, but they’re geared more

toward elementary kids. If you find that the videos aren’t hitting the mark for
your preschoolers, try using the Preschool Puppet Skit activity block instead.

 Don’t have internet in your classroom? That’s okay! You can download the
videos before class using the “download” button at the link provided, or
purchase DVDs here.

Discuss and Watch “Promises, Promises”
            Say: We’ve been learning that God keeps his promises to us.
            Share about a promise you wished God would have made to you when
you were a child. Maybe you wished that God would promise to give you a new
toy, or maybe you wished that God would promise to help your parents get along.
            Ask: • Tell about a promise you wish God would make to you.
            Say: Let’s watch a video about some kids who make promises—and
see what happens next.
            Watch “Promises, Promises.”
            Ask: • Tell about a time you made a promise and whether you kept it.
            • Which of these promises about God is your favorite: God promises
to always love us, God promises to help us make good choices, or God
promises he’ll always be with us? Why?
            Say: God always keeps his promises to us. Like the kids in the video,
we make a lot of promises that we break. Sometimes we just forget to keep
them. Sometimes it’s an accident. Sometimes we break them on purpose.
But God never breaks his promises, for any reason! We can trust God to
keep his promises to us.

https://vimeo.com/album/4445582/video/206104510
https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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TAKE-HOME
Dig In @ Home

[0 min]

Supplies

 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download here)

Easy Prep

 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home” handout.

            Distribute a copy of the “Dig In @ Home” handout to kids as they leave, or
email it to parents during the week.

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9480/q1_lesson-4_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx
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