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The Big Idea
Best Practices 
Rely on the truth of God’s presence and 
power in the middle of trials and 
difficulties. He is doing a mighty work in 
us; let us cling to Him and allow Him to 
finish it.  
 

Passages: 
2 Corinthians 4:6-12, 16-18 

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
 

Group Goal: 
Trials and suffering often bring us to the 
end of ourselves. And yet we find God is 
more real to us than ever before. It is a 
strange paradox – when I am at my 
worst and weakest is when He is the 
strongest and most near to me. 
Suffering then becomes the place 
where death may occur, but life can 
arise and ultimately triumph. Only God 
is capable of this kind of feat. Let’s trust 
Him with the process and the results. 
 

Group Talk 

For Starters
Have you ever owned a home safe or vault? How confident 
are you that it will secure your precious items inside? What is 
that based on?  
 

To Discuss  
Great Weakness & Power (2 Cor. 4:7-12, 16-18) 
(7) Compare clay jars (weak, common, fragile people) with a 
tremendous treasure (spectacular power of God). What 
speaks to you about this comparison in imagery? 
 
 
 
(8-10) Jot down each of Paul’s experiences in his sufferings 

We are… We are not… 

Pressed 
Perplexed 

 

Crushed 
Despairing 

 
 
 
 

Can you identify moments where you felt in a similar way? 
What was that like?  
 
 
 
 
What can you take from this that would help you develop 
better insights or practices with your own suffering? 
 
 
 
 
(16-18) Contrast the difference between suffering and glory 

A body dying 
Temporary present troubles 

Troubles seen 
These are soon gone 

A soul renewed daily 
Vastly greater eternal glory 

Things not seen 
These will last forever 

How do the truths Paul highlights help you to press on?  



Prayer Focus
Praying for healing and medical issues is 
a caring thing. But it can also be a safe 
thing. How can the group pray for you, 
with your faith, as you engage in the 
trials you face around you? That’s a 
more “dangerous” prayer, but a good 
one. 
 

Leadership Tip 
Three myths of a small group leader: 
• They must be Bible experts. 
• They need to have certain spiritual gifts 
and talents to lead. 
• They must have their life all together.  
 
All are mistaken notions of what it 
means to lead. Be yourself, be honest, 
and pursue your relationship with 
Christ, and you can be a leader, too. 
 

Devotional Resources  
Click here to follow along with daily reflective 
readings connected to the weekly theme.  
 
You can also receive them daily in your email 
inbox. 
 

 What would it take to help you view your hardships as 
opportunities to rely on God’s power more? 
 
 
 
 
How have difficulties influenced your faith? How has your 
faith influenced the way you handle difficulties? 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rewarding Endgame (2 Cor. 5:1-10)  
(4) Can you think of an area where you ‘groan & sigh’ – 
where you are longing, but not seeing closure or solutions or 
redemption occurring anytime soon? 
 
 
 
 
 
(5-8) Paul derives his confidence from God’s promised 
presence. How about you – where do you put your 
confidence? 
 
 
 
 
 
(7) Paul says to walk by faith and not by sight. What parts of 
your approach to suffering are guided more by your senses 
rather than by your faith? 
 
 
 

Next Steps 
Our challenge: to see God in the midst of our suffering, so we 
can then see the opportunity to be transformed by it.  
 
Journal your thoughts: How confident are you with 
entrusting God with the results of your trials? How about 
your confidence in trusting God in the middle of suffering? 

https://daybreakweb.com/about/suffering-series-resources

