
November 6, 2022 
 

The Big Idea
Best Practices 
Take your cues from the Father and 
follow the course He sets for you.  
 

Passages: 
Matthew 6:10 

Proverbs 3:5-8, James 1:12-17, Ps 139:13 
 

Group Goal: 
Lean on God as He leads and guides us 
in our brokenness. The greatest enemy 
we face is not an outside force to 
overcome but that which lives within 
our hearts. We invite God to do a work 
inside us where He alone can deliver. 
The Father desires to shed his light on 
our dark and secret areas so that He 
may free us from captivity. As we 
pursue obedience and relationship with 
Him, He brings lasting change and 
empowers our witness where we in 
turn can offer compassion and love to 
others. 
 

Group Talk 

For Starters
What food would you binge eat if you didn’t have to worry 
about getting sick? 
 

To Discuss  
Leading 
Which are your prayers more like when it comes to 
temptation? 
 God, I’m going to get as close to the line as possible and I’m 

counting on you to help me not sin…too badly.” 
 Lead me in the right direction as far away from sin as 

possible…no matter what it takes.” 
 
So, let’s ask the elephant in the room question: Is God going 
to lead us into temptation unless we ask Him not to? What 
makes you come to that conclusion? 
 

Read Proverbs 3:5-8.  
What kind of impact does inviting and acknowledging God to 
lead you make on your life? 
 
 
The Greek word for “temptation” in Matt 6 means any kind of 
trial or trying circumstance. The phrase essentially means, 
“Make our paths straight. Spare us, where possible, from all 
crises, whether in the form of temptation or affliction.”  
 
How does this give you a clearer understanding of Jesus’ 
statement? How does Matthew 6 match up with Proverbs 3? 
 
 

Tempting 
Read James 1:12-17.  
Two truths emerge: God is too holy to be tempted, and too 
loving to tempt anyone else. 
 
 
From this passage, what is the distinction between 
temptations and sin?  



Prayer Focus
Are there any areas you need guidance and 
direction on? Is there an area where you need 
to trust God with an issue that needs to be 
addressed? So pray for 2 things:  

• discernment and clarity where it is needed 

• faith and trust where the clarity ends 
 

Leadership Tip 
Take Time to Care: Your group may feel that 
there isn’t enough time in the meeting to share 
everything. This is common. See if you can 
follow up after the meeting or if people would 
like to stay and continue with a particular 
discussion. Or contact each other in some way 
over the next few days to express your 
appreciation, concern, or support. Keep loving 
and caring throughout the week. 
 

Devotional Resources  
Click here to follow along with daily reflective 
readings connected to the weekly theme. You 
can also ask at that page to receive them daily 
in your email inbox. 
 

So how can we practice becoming more aware of those 
desires deep down inside us?  
 
 
 
What can serve as ‘speed bumps’ on the road to sinning, to 
slow us down and help us turn around before we act out in 
regret? 
 
 
What temptation do you find really hard to resist? What have 
you done in the past to overcome it? 
 
 
 

Searching 
Psalm 139:13-14.  
We often talk about evil as a vague notion or abstract 
concept. How might we connect evil in a concrete way to the 
things we pray?   
 
 
 
 
We can also easily talk about deliverance in an abstract way. 
What would it mean to ask God for deliverance in a more 
concrete or tangible way? 
 
 
 
 
What does it look like for you to allow God to look around in 
the “dark corners?” 
 
 
 
 

Next Steps   
Identify any dark corners you are aware of: 
 Habits: any that tend to create any shame or guilt? 
 Moments: Where you react to it instead loving in it? 
 Thoughts: Any that take a lot of your focus and energy, or 

is a common temptation or struggle? 
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