
 
 
 

“When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ he asked them.  

13 ‘You call me “Teacher” and “Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what I am.  
14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet.  15 I have set you an example that you should do as I 

have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know 

these things, you will be blessed if you do them.’”  
- John 13:12-17 (NIV) 

 
The “Apron” Paradigm: Matthew 20:26-28 

 
“Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must 
be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just 
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.”  
- Matthew 20:26-28 (NIV) 

 
“True greatness is found in giving yourself in service to others, not in coaxing 

or inducing others to serve you.” 
- J. Oswald Sanders 

 
“One of the outstanding ironies of history is the utter disregard of ranks and 

titles in the final judgments men pass on each other. The final estimate of men 
shows that history cares not an iota for the rank or title a man has borne,  

or the office he has held, but only the quality of his deeds and the character of 
his mind and heart.” 

- Samuel Brengle 
 

The “New Normal” 

 

“Am I wearing a crown or an apron?” 

 
 

Paradigm Shift:  
A fundamental change in approach or underlying assumptions. 

 
The “Crown” Paradigm:  

The higher you rise  
The more power you have  
The more wealth you accumulate  
The more leverage you have to get OTHERS to serve YOU. 

 
“It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come 
for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in 
progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, 

to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got 
up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 

waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.”  

- John 13:1-5 (NIV) 
 

Jesus sets aside his crown for a towel, an apron of sorts. 
 

“He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are YOU going to wash MY 
feet?’ Jesus replied, ‘You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand.’ ‘No,’ said Peter, ‘you shall never wash my feet.’”  
- John 13:6-8a (NIV) 

 
“Jesus answered, ‘UNLESS I wash you, you have no part with me.’ 

9 ‘Then, Lord,’ Simon Peter replied, ‘not just my feet but my hands and my 
head as well!’ 

- John 13:8b-9 (NIV) 

 
I HELP BY SERVING 

MAY 31, 2020 
 

Jason Fickes 
Pastor of Operations 

& Connecting Ministries 
 


