
 

 

 

             Chapter 3 

Jesus defied the expectations of the people of his day - the crowds, his enemies, and even his own 

earthly family.  His knowledge and power amazed people.  Through his Word Jesus continues to insist on 

being not who others want him to be, but the Savior from sin that he truly came to be.  As you read 

chapter 3 give thanks that Jesus still has the power to amaze us with his power and love! 

 
 

Gospel Gem #1:  Jesus refuses to be intimidated (3:1-6) 

Think about how amazing it is that the Pharisees "watched him closely to see if he would 

heal him on the Sabbath"  and yet were doing this because they were "looking for a 

reason to accuse Jesus."  (v. 2)  What did they realize about Jesus? 

 

Why did they feel they could accuse Jesus if he healed the man in the synagogue on the Sabbath? 

 

What is the clear answer to Jesus' question in verse 4? 

 

What is remarkable about verse 5 (besides the miracle)? 

 

Why is it comforting that Jesus refused to refrain from healing in order to avoid angering the Pharisees?  

How is this also an example for us? 

 

 

 

Gospel Gem #2:  The stronger man has come!  (3:20-30)  

What "family" of Jesus is this?  (see verse 31)  What did Jesus' family worry was 

happening to him, and why?  How must Jesus have felt about this? 

 

What new excuse do the teachers of give to explain why they weren't believing in Jesus even though 

they couldn't deny the wonderful miracles he did? 

 

What vivid illustration does Jesus give to explain the real meaning of his ability to drive out evil spirits? 

 

In verses 28-30, Jesus makes a wonderful promise but also gives a serious warning.  What are they? 

 

What are some reasons we can be glad for the news that Jesus is stronger than the evil one? 



 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3:   You are part of Jesus' family!  (3:31-35) 

Whom did Jesus say were his family, when they told him that his mother and brothers 

were outside? 

 

"Whoever does the will of God"--can we claim this for ourselves?  Look up John 6:28-29 and 1 John 3:23 

for help.   

 

Why is it wonderful for us to realize that Jesus counts us as members of his family?  For what people 

might this be an especially comforting truth? 

 

If we are family with Jesus, we are also family with one another through our faith in him.  Why is this 

important to remember? 

 

 

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

Do Jesus' words about his mother have any implications when it comes to the excessive veneration of 

the Virgin Mary? 

 

How many of the names of the apostles do you recognize?  (Can you memorize all 12?)  Why do you 

think that 12 was the number that Jesus chose? 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

             Chapter 3 - Pastor's answer sheet 

Jesus defied the expectations of the people of his day - the crowds, his enemies, and even his own 

earthly family.  His knowledge and power amazed people.  Through his Word Jesus continues to insist on 

being not who others want him to be, but the Savior from sin that he truly came to be.  As you read 

chapter 3 give thanks that Jesus still has the power to amaze us with his power and love! 

 
 

Gospel Gem #1:  Jesus refuses to be intimidated (3:1-6) 

Think about how amazing it is that the Pharisees "watched him closely to see if he would 

heal him on the Sabbath"  and yet were doing this because they were "looking for a 

reason to accuse Jesus."  (v. 2)  What did they realize about Jesus? 

They believed that he could do real miracles--and yet wanted to accuse him and 

ultimately kill him.  Their excuse for this behavior appears below (v. 22) 

 

Why did they feel they could accuse Jesus if he healed the man in the synagogue on the Sabbath? 

Doing the "work" of healing was considered by these Pharisees to be a breaking of God's requirement 

that no work should be done on the Sabbath.   

 

What is the clear answer to Jesus' question in verse 4? 

It is always permissible to help and rescue.  The Sabbath day commandment was never intended to 

deny the sort of miraculous healing that Jesus could provide. 

 

What is remarkable about verse 5 (besides the miracle)? 

This is one of the only places that clealyr speaks about Jesus as feeling the emotion of anger.  (see also 

John 2:15-17)  Righteous anger was not sinful for Jesus, nor is it for us (although our anger rarely is 

purely righteous--cf. James 1:20) 

 

Why is it comforting that Jesus refused to refrain from healing in order to avoid angering the Pharisees?  

How is this also an example for us? 

Jesus came to do his Father's will and save us regardless of opposition--going all the way to the cross!  

We too should be willing to help others and to do and say what is right, regardless of threats or 

consequences.   

 

 

 



 

Gospel Gem #2:  The stronger man has come!  (3:20-30)  

What "family" of Jesus is this?  (see verse 31)  What did Jesus' family worry was 

happening to him, and why?  How must Jesus have felt about this?   This is Jesus' mother 

Mary and most likely later sons of Mary and Joseph.  They were concerned because 

Jesus was so consumed by his ministry that he wasn't always even able to eat.  They thought they 

were protecting him, but in reality they were showing their lack of faith.  It must have been a 

disappointment for Jesus that even his own blood relatives did not seem to believe he was the Savior!   

 

What new excuse do the teachers of give to explain why they weren't believing in Jesus even though 

they couldn't deny the wonderful miracles he did?  They claimed that he was doing his miracles by 

Satanic powers, and that the demons obeyed him because he was in league with them.  "Beelzebub" 

means "Lord of the flies" and was used as a mocking name for Satan. 

 

What vivid illustration does Jesus give to explain the real meaning of his ability to drive out evil spirits? 

He compares himself to a man who robbed the house of a strong man (Satan).  The only real 

explanation for his miracles was that his power was even greater than the devil's. 

 

In verses 28-30, Jesus makes a wonderful promise but also gives a serious warning.  What are they? 

There can be forgiveness for every sin except blaspheming the Holy Spirit--that is, responding to the 

saving work of the Holy Spirit with bitter mockery.  (In this case - accusing Jesus of being Satanic.)  This 

is not because Jesus didn't die for that sin, but because by definition someone who blasphemes the 

Spirit and mocks the Gospel rejects the only means by which they can be saved.   

 

What are some reasons we can be glad for the news that Jesus is stronger than the evil one? 

We can all be glad that Jesus has overcome the one who brought sin and death into the world with his 

lies and temptations.  This might be especially comforting for those who feel tormented by Satan or 

evil spirits / curses / hexes in a particular way.   

 

 

 

Gospel Gem #3:   You are part of Jesus' family!  (3:31-35) 

Whom did Jesus say were his family, when they told him that his mother and brothers 

were outside?  He said that his mother and brothers were actually those seated around 

him--in fact, "whoever does God's will" was in his family. 

 

"Whoever does the will of God"--can we claim this for ourselves?  Look up John 6:28-29 and 1 John 3:23 

for help.   As sinners none of us has fully obeyed God's will.  However, now that Jesus has come God's 

greatest will for humanity is to believe in Jesus as our Savior.  With our sins covered by Jesus' 

righteousness, we have the status of God's holy, obedient children through faith in him.  We can 

therefore claim a place in Jesus' family by grace! 

 



Why is it wonderful for us to realize that Jesus counts us as members of his family?  For what people 

might this be an especially comforting truth? 

For all of us, it's an incredible comfort and assurance of his deep love. It's really a promise of heaven, 

knowing that Jesus will surely take us to our heavenly home with him, if we are his own family.   

This might be especially reassuring for those Christians who sacrifice relationships with earthly family 

members for the sake of faithfulness to Jesus. 

 

If we are family with Jesus, we are also family with one another through our faith in him.  Why is this 

important to remember? 

The bonds we have with each other as Christians are stronger than blood!  How important, therefore, 

that we treat each other with genuine love and concern.  We should always work to build and 

strengthen relationships and see to it that no one in our church feels excluded from the "family" that 

we truly are in Jesus.  

 

 

Bonus questions (if time) 

Do Jesus' words about his mother have any implications when it comes to the excessive veneration of the Virgin 

Mary? 

The fact that Jesus' mother is included with those who thought he was out of his mind shows that even Mary 

was fallible and didn't always fully comprehend Jesus' mission and identity.  We honor the unique role God gave 

Mary in the birth and parenting of Jesus, but she should receive none of the glory and worship for our salvation.  

(An even clearer verse to make this point is Luke 11:27-28) 

 

How many of the names of the apostles do you recognize?  (Can you memorize all 12?)  Why do you think that 12 

was the number that Jesus chose? 

Some of these are names we know well.  Others of them the Bible tells us very little about.  We know them only 

by name.  In some cases church history or legends have stories about them which may or may not be true.   

 12 was the number of tribes of Israel.  By choosing 12 apostles who would be the leaders of his church, 

it seems that Jesus was showing that the church would be the new people of God, not the ethnic 12 tribes of 

Israel.   

 

 

 

 


