Gracc Luthcran Churc:h

3020 (Grace Churclﬁ Rd. Salisburg, NC 28 147
(704) 857-8641 www.grace~salis}>urg.com

3rd Sunday of Easter
April 14, 2024

+ Ministers: The People of Grace +
+ Pastor: the Rev. Joshua Copeland +
gracepastor.salisbury@gmail.com (
+ Director of Youth & Family Ministries Sarah Stirewalt +
graceyouth.salisbury(@gmail.com (

+ Bookkeeper/Treasurer Dolly Moose +
gracebookkeeper.salisbury@gmail.com  (
+ Secretary Terri Brown +

gracesecretary.salisbury@gmail.com  (
+ Director of Music Lynn Lippard +
+ Director of Children & Youth Choirs  Patsy Parnell +
+ Accompanist for Children & Youth Teresa Yost +
+ Accompanist for Chancel Choir Becky Lippard +

+ Pastor Emeritus Rev. Gene C. Bost +
1



+ Those who are able please stand.
(Congregation responses are printed in bold type)
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

+ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. We
give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water
became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your
creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed
through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your
boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to
you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.

Amen.

Look, here 1s water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

+GATHERING HYMN “The Day of Resurrection”
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+ GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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+ SALUTATION
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together ...

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19
“[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare
at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?''The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus,
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release
him. "But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to
you, “and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. '"And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence
of all of you.

""“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. '“In this way
God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer.
""Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4

'Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in
distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

““You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions
and seek after lies?”

“"Know that the LorD does wonders for the faithful; the Lorp will hear me when I call.

flTremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.

“Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD.

“Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon
us, O LoRrbp.

TYou have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound.

“In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LorDp, make me rest secure.



SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7

'See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. “Beloved, we
are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this:
when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. *And all who have this
hoPe in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. )

"Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. “You know that he
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. “No one who abides in him sins; no
one who sins has either seen him or known him. 'Little children, let no one deceive you.
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he 1s righteous.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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+ GOSPEL Luke 24:36b-48
The holy gospel according to Saint Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
"Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” “"They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. "*He said to them, “Why
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? ~"Look at my hands and my feet;
see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see
that I have.” “’And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. *' While in
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here
to eat?” ““They gave him a piece of broiled fish, “’and he took it and ate in their presence.
“Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.” “Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “and he said to them
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 'and
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. *“You are witnesses of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



+ HYMN OF THE DAY “The Day of Arising”
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+ NICENE CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in hope and trust,
we confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need of good news.

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

+ SHARING THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
OFFERING
+ OFFERTORY SONG “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”
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+ OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together ...

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs
of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ,
our true vine. Amen.

+ EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior
Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn: i
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+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+ LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

+ INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s
table.

Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION — All baptized children are welcome at the table for communion. Come
forward in two lines to receive the bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from a
communion assistant.

+ TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always
in his grace.

Amen.

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send
us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

+ BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ 1s risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope +
bless you now and always.

Amen.
+SENDING HYMN “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”
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+ DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
/
Useful Information
Serving 4/14//2024 Serving 4/21/2024
Organist Becky Lippard || Organist Becky Lippard
Children’s Sermon Sheila Basinger || Children’s Sermon Angela Lippard

Lector

Heather Basinger

Lector

Greta Elmore

Communion Assistant

Monica Basinger &

Communion Assistant

Monica Basinger &

Randy Basinger Randy Basinger

Acolyte Ila Sechler || Acolyte Abigail Kluttz
Security Team Lynn Aldridge & || Security Team David Diggs &
Tony Sechler Chad Rivers

Sound System

Keaton Sloop

Sound System

Aaron Linker

Teller Team

David Linker, Dan
Roseman & Mike Stout

Teller Team

David Linker, Dan
Roseman & Mike Stout

Ushers

Helen Correll,
Gene Stirewalt,
Megan & Audrey Bame

Ushers

Helen Correll,
Gene Stirewalt,
Megan & Audrey Bame

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY NC ELCA SYNOD GATHERING will take
are given to the glory of God and in memory of place May 30—June 1. This is open to all
Floyd & Elsie Parnell and Davey Lee & Bette
Parnell and Johnny Parnell by Patsy Parnell.

members.

BARN BANK TOTAL $3,077.42. Four farms

AMAZING GRACE SENIORS April meeting and various animals were ordered through
is on Tuesday at 10:30 in the FLC. The Y
Wonders will sing for the program. We will
have a covered dish for lunch. Come join us.

BBQ COOK-OFF will be April 27 from
4-6pm. Net proceeds will go to Southside

Community Outreach.

STAMP OUT HUNGER sponsored by
National Association of Letter Carriers will
hold its campaign on May 11.
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ELCA Good Gifts.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE
Monday Finance Committee 6:30pm
Tuesday Amazing Grace Seniors |10:30am

Congregation Council  |6:30pm
Wednesday |Little Lights 6:00pm
Torchbearers 6:30pm
Handbells 6:15pm
Chancel Choir 7:00pm




Prayer List

Immediate needs:

Tony Heilig, Myra & Gene Bost, Ray Baker, Barbara Collins

Community Concerns:

Earl & Jean Thomas (Jennifer Sloop), Sharon & Rick Sloop (Pastor Josh), Tony Wilhelm (June Harkey),
Jessie Martin (Cassie Martin), Larry Crowell (Emily Weddington), Donna Peeler (Myra Sechler)

Comfort:
Ongoing Needs:

John & Barbara Miller, Barbara Sloop, Mary Miller, Susan Abernethy, Kari Overcash, Janice Gray, Ray
Rivers, Janis Eury, Nancy Speck, Allen Sloop, Sophie Hooks, Louise Vaughn, Margie Martin, Diane Bouk,
Dudley Miller, Wayne Moose

Those who serve others

Active Duty Military personnel and families; First Responders
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OUR STEWARDSHIP - April 7, 2024
Total Attendance 150

Received
Current $ 3,615.00
Sunday School Attendance 73 $  89.00

50.00
245.00
465.00

20.00

L2 222222222 2222222222222 2 4

$
$
Paving Fund $
¢ Van Fund $
¢ Building Fund $ 215.00
¢ Benevolent Fund $ 695.00
¢ World Hunger $ 50.00
$
$
$
$
$

*

¢ Lutheridge 200.00
¢ William Lewis-Memorial- Van Fund 150.00
¢ Barry Rodgers Memorial—Security Team 400.00
¢ Barn Banks 86.75

6,280.75

*

Total
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*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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