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Grace Lutheran Church
 3020 Grace Church Rd. Salisbury, NC  28147
  (704) 857-8641  www.grace-salisbury.com

16th Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026

    +  Ministers: The People of Grace   +   
+  Pastor: the Rev. Joshua Copeland   +

gracepastor.salisbury@gmail.com 
+  Director of Youth & Family Ministries  Sarah Stirewalt  +

graceyouth.salisbury@gmail.com  (
+   Bookkeeper/Treasurer  Anita Miller   +
gracebookkeeper.salisbury@gmail.com  (

+  Secretary  Terri Brown  +
gracesecretary.salisbury@gmail.com  (
+  Director of Music  Lynn Lippard  +

+  Director of Children & Youth Choirs   Angela Lippard +
+  Accompanist for Children & Youth  Teresa Yost  +

+  Accompanist for Chancel Choir  Becky Lippard  +

+  Pastor Emeritus  Rev. Gene C. Bost  +
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+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 
earth.
Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts.  
Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.  
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine 
love to others.  Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.  Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only 
forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.

+ GATHERING HYMN      “All Creatures of our God and King”   LBW#527

+ Those who are able please stand.
(Congregation responses are printed in bold type)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
PRELUDE  

LBW = Green book
WOV = Blue book

+  GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you

+ KYRIE
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

+ SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together ... 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your 
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: GENESIS 50:15-21
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they 
approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I 
beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
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 Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are 
here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 
20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and 
your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 103:1-13
1 Bless the L���, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
2 Bless the L���, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases;
4 who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
6 O L���, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel.
8 L���, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
9 you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever.
10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, O 

L���.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for 
God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their 
own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 
stand.  
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. 
Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, 
abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.  
7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. 
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, “As I 
live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+  GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
21 Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should 
I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And 
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he 
would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do 
not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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+APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

+ SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.

OFFERING

+ HYMN OF THE DAY     “Where Charity and Love Prevail”   LBW#126
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+  OFFERTORY SONG    

+  OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together ...
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.  All blessings are 
from you; make us generous with what we have.  Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.  Amen.

+  GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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+   WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
+  LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.
+  INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD 
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+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together….
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.  
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.  Make us living signs of 
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.  
Amen.

+ BENEDICTION
May the God of love draw you into the body of Christ and grant you strength and joy in all  
circumstances and may God ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

+ TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our L��� and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always 
in his grace. 
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION – All of God’s children are welcome at the table for communion.  Come 
forward in two lines to receive the bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from a 
communion assistant.  
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+ DISMISSAL
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE 

+SENDING HYMN “God's Work, Our Hands"                 
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Serving 9/20/2026

Organist Becky Lippard

Children’s Sermon Patsy Parnell

Lector Alex Storey

Communion Assistant  Brent Yost,          
Sheila Basinger

Acolyte Hunter Ritchie

Security Team Bobby Roberson,     
Ted Lotti

Sound System Keaton Sloop

Teller Team Michael Miller, Aaron 
Linker, Mike Stout

Ushers Aaron, Patty, Brody 
and Clara Linker

Prayer List 
Immediate needs:
Janis Eury, Maribeth Baker, Joe Miller, Gene Bost, Kelly Shores, Gail Srednicki
Community Concerns: 
Lily Gariepy (Fish Fry Recipient), David Stirewalt (Gene Stirewalt), Jerry Hurlbut (Jackie Hurlbut), 
Brian Collins (Barbara Collins), Patsy Myers (Patty Linker), Georgia Flanagan (Tara Mills), Bobby 
Barringer (Tara Mills), Ruby Faith Tyer (Shelly Hunter), Tommy Sloop (Barbara Schenk)
Comfort: 
Family and friends of Richard York
Family and friends of Atticus Steitz
Ongoing Needs:
John Miller, Bobby & Barbara Sloop, Mary Miller, Kari Overcash, Janice Gray, Janis Eury, Allen & 
Lynn Sloop, Sophie Hooks, Louise Vaughn, Judy Copeland, Diane Bouk, Arlene Wise, Hazel Miller, 
Ronnie Gorman, Earl Thomas, Jesse Martin, Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Emily 
Weddington, Monica Crossen, Mike Stout, Nancy Shue, Roy Morris, Rebekah Safriet, Kelly Shores, 
Mary Gentry
Those who serve others
Active Duty Military personnel and families; First Responders and families; our school teachers, staff 
and administrators

Serving 9/13/2026

Organist Teresa Yost

Children’s Sermon Kristi Miller

Lector Myra Sechler

Communion Assistant Brent Yost,              
Chris Sloop

Acolyte Hunter Ritchie

Security Team Cody Ritchie,            
Jacob Stirewalt

Sound System Cooper Miller

Teller Team Michael Miller, Aaron 
Linker, Mike Stout

Ushers Aaron, Patty, Brody and 
Clara Linker
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This Week's Giving 09/06/2026 Needed Weekly

Category Amount Per Spending 
Plan Difference

Attendance 133
Current  $   6,079.11 
Sunday School (Attendance 58)  $        159.00 
Property Fund  $          50.00 
Benevolence  $        490.00 
World Hunger  $        100.00 

Total Current:  $   6,878.11  $          8,251.00  $  (1,372.89)

Eagle Project  $        400.00 
Flooring  $        200.00 
Basket for Fish Fry  $          20.00 

Altar Flowers  $          75.00 
Quilters  $          36.00 
Fish Fry  $        225.00 
Cemetery  $          20.00 
Youth of Grace  $        150.00 

Total Deposit:  $   8,004.11 

Scan here for 
online giving.

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God,
PRAYERS & PRAISES baskets are located in the Narthex and at the front of the Sanctuary for 
anyone who would like to submit a Praise or Prayer to be read during the Prayers of the People.  They 
will be taken to Pastor Josh at the Children's Sermon.

GOD'S WORK OUR HANDS is today.  Join us in the FLC after worship.  Personal Care Kits and 
School Supply Kits will be assembled.  Enjoy a Hot Dog Lunch and help us share God's Love! 

DONATIONS will be taken during the month of September for the fish fry start up cost. 

Raffle baskets or items to make a basket are needed for the fish fry.  You can help by either doing a 
basket, buying an item that's on the board in the narthex or donating money so we can put a basket 
together.  You can place items in the tote in the narthex or place your money in the offering and 
designate it "raffle baskets".  All baskets and donations are needed by Sunday, October 4th.  Contact 
Teresa Yost if you have any questions.

Friday, September 18th all are invited to join the Kids of Grace for a Family Movie Night in the 
Family Life Center at 7:00pm. We will be watching the movie, Heaven is for Real. Popcorn and drinks 
will be provided.

HOMECOMING will be next Sunday.  Meal to follow worship in the FLC, so bring your favorite 
dishes to share.

CONSECRATION SUNDAY will be on Sunday, September 27 with a catered lunch in the FLC to 
follow worship.

Monday Finance Committee 6:30pm
Tuesday Amazing Grace Seniors 10:30am

Congregation Council 6:30pm
Wednesday Children's Choir 6:00pm

Chancel Choir 7:00pm

Week at a Glance


