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Grace Lutheran Church
 3020 Grace Church Rd. Salisbury, NC  28147
  (704) 857-8641  www.grace-salisbury.com

7th Sunday after Pentecost
July 12, 2026

        +  Ministers: The People of Grace   +   
 +  Pastor:  the Rev. Joshua Copeland   +
  gracepastor.salisbury@gmail.com (704) 245-2875

+  Director of Youth & Family Ministries   Sarah Stirewalt  +
graceyouth.salisbury@gmail.com        (336) 250-1733

+   Bookkeeper/Treasurer           Anita Miller   +
gracebookkeeper.salisbury@gmail.com     (704)857-8641

+  Secretary              Terri Brown  +
gracesecretary.salisbury@gmail.com      (704) 213-4202

+  Director of Music           Lynn Lippard  +
+  Director of Children & Youth Choirs     Angela Lippard +

+  Accompanist for Children & Youth  Teresa Yost  +

+  Accompanist for Chancel Choir  Becky Lippard  +

+  Pastor Emeritus     Rev. Gene C. Bost  +
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+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  In your 
mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us to dwell 
in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray,  Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in 
God’s love.
Amen.
+ GATHERING HYMN           “God of the Fertile Fields”   

+ Those who are able please stand.
(Congregation responses are printed in bold type)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE  

LBW = Green book
WOV = Blue book
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+  GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you
+ KYRIE

+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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+ SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together ... 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit 
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 55:10-13
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they 

have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater,

11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
  it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;
 the mountains and the hills before you
  shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
 and it shall be to the L��� for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 65:9-13
9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is 

full of water.   You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the 

ground and bless its increase.
11 You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.
12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.
13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with 

grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit. 
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5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, 
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+  GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 
3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as 
he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!”
18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path.
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20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 
of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 
+ HYMN OF THE DAY “O God, Whose Word Well Planted”  

+APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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+ SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of christ be with you always.  
And also with you.

OFFERING
+  OFFERTORY SONG    

+  OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together ...
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen.

+  GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the lord our god.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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+   WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
+  LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.
+  INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.

LAMB OF GOD 
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+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together….
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen.

+ BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

+ TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our L��� and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always 
in his grace. 
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION – All of God’s children are welcome at the table for communion.  Come 
forward in two lines to receive the bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from a 
communion assistant.  

+SENDING HYMN “For the Fruit of All Creation"                 WOV#760
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Liturgical dialogue from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39847
Setting 10 ELW
Music:  All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-723066

+ DISMISSAL
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE 
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Serving 7/19/2026

Organist Becky Lippard

Children’s Sermon Leslie Sechler

Lector Shelly Hunter

Communion Assistant Kristina Martin,           
Pam Roseman       

Acolyte Maggie Stirewalt

Security Team Robert Hunter,        
Tony Sechler

Sound System Jamey Basinger

Teller Team Lynn Lippard, Greg 
Hartsell, Gary White

Ushers Chad & Deana Rivers, 
Tony & Earlene Rivers

Serving 7/12/2026

Organist Teresa Yost

Children’s Sermon Monica Basinger

Lector Heather Basinger

Communion Assistant Kristina Martin,     
Sheila Basinger

Acolyte Berkley Basinger

Security Team Cody Ritchie,        
Jacob Stirewalt

Sound System Eric Storey

Teller Team Lynn Lippard, Greg 
Hartsell, Gary White

Ushers Chad & Deana Rivers, 
Tony & Earlene Rivers

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God.

FINANCE COMMITTEE will meet on Monday at 6:30pm
CONGREGATION COUNCIL will meet on Tuesday at 6:30pm.
WELCA TRIENNIAL CONVENTION will be July 13 & 14 with the Gathering in Des 
Moines, Iowa from July 16 to 19.  Terri Brown will be attending and will return on Monday 
July 20.
HELP US HELP THE STUDENTS: The Social Ministry Committee would like to provide 
Backpacks to local Elementary Schools to help students get started on the right track at the 
beginning of the school year! Please put "Backpacks" on your envelope or select "Social 
Ministries" online. We will collect through August 2.
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This Week's Giving 07/05/2026 Needed Weekly

Category Amount Per Spending 
Plan Difference

Attendance 112
Current  $       7,247.00 
Sunday School (Attendance 41)  $           139.00 
Property Fund  $              50.00 
Altar Flowers  $              75.00 

Director of Youth and Family 
Ministries

 $              25.00 

Benevolence  $              25.00 
World Hunger  $           100.00 
Lutheran Disaster Relief  $           150.00 

Total Current:  $       7,811.00  $           8,251.00  $    (440.00)

Myles for Mission 5k  $       2,530.80 
Lutheridge/Kids to Camp  $           231.50 
Fish Fry  $              45.00 
Building Fund  $           100.00 
Facility Rental (Capital 
Improvement Fund)

 $       1,140.00 

Total Deposit:  $    11,858.30 

Scan here for 
online giving.

Prayer List 
Immediate needs:
Lynn Aldridge, Monica Crossen
Community Concerns: 
Lily Gariepy (Fish Fry Recipient), Kassana Alexander, David Stirewalt (Gene Stirewalt), Kristie 
Thomas (Jackie Hurlbut), Zinda Nesbitt (Sharon Nesbitt)
Comfort: 
Family and friends of Phyllis Trexler
Family and friends of Lynn Potter
Ongoing Needs:
John Miller, Bobby & Barbara Sloop, Mary Miller, Kari Overcash, Janice Gray, Janis Eury, Allen & 
Lynn Sloop, Sophie Hooks, Louise Vaughn, Judy Copeland, Diane Bouk, Arlene Wise, Hazel Miller, 
Ronnie Gorman, Earl Thomas, Jesse Martin, Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Ray Baker, 
Emily Weddington, Monica Crossen, Lynn Aldridge, Mike Stout, Nancy Shue
Those who serve others
Active Duty Military personnel and families; First Responders and families; our school teachers, staff 
and administrators


