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Grace Lutheran Church
 3020 Grace Church Rd. Salisbury, NC  28147
  (704) 857-8641  www.grace-salisbury.com

10th Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2026

    +  Ministers: The People of Grace   +   
+  Pastor: the Rev. Joshua Copeland   +

gracepastor.salisbury@gmail.com (704) 245-2875
+  Director of Youth & Family Ministries  Sarah Stirewalt  +

graceyouth.salisbury@gmail.com  (336) 250-1733
+   Bookkeeper/Treasurer  Anita Miller   +

gracebookkeeper.salisbury@gmail.com  (704)857-8641
+  Secretary  Terri Brown  +

gracesecretary.salisbury@gmail.com  (704) 213-4202
+  Director of Music  Lynn Lippard  +

+  Director of Children & Youth Choirs   Angela Lippard +
+  Accompanist for Children & Youth  Teresa Yost  +

+  Accompanist for Chancel Choir  Becky Lippard  +

+  Pastor Emeritus  Rev. Gene C. Bost  +
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+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  In your 
mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us to dwell 
in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray,  Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in 
God’s love.
Amen.
+ GATHERING HYMN           “O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts”  LBW#356

+ Those who are able please stand.
(Congregation responses are printed in bold type)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE  

LBW = Green book
WOV = Blue book
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+  GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you

+ KYRIE

+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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+ SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together ... 
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation 
with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, 
and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 55:1-5
1 Hear, everyone who thirsts;  come to the waters;

 and you who have no money, come, buy and eat!
 Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
  and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
  and delight yourselves in rich food.

3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
  my steadfast, sure love for David.

4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
  a leader and commander for the peoples.

5 Now you shall call nations that you do not know,
  and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
 because of the L��� your God, the Holy One of Israel,
  for he has glorified you.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21
8 The L��� is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 L���, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works.
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O L���, and you give them their food in due season.

16 You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.
18 You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully.
19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them.
20 You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy.
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the L���; let all flesh bless God’s holy name 

forever and ever.
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SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit—2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters, my own flesh 
and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+  GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 14:13-21
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from there in a 
boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them 
and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 
villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves 
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate and 
were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 
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+ HYMN OF THE DAY “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken” 
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+ SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.

OFFERING
+  OFFERTORY SONG    

+ PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

+  OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together ...
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen.

+APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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+  GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+   WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
+  LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.
+  INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.
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+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together….
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen.

+ BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

+ TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our L��� and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always 
in his grace. 
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION – All of God’s children are welcome at the table for communion.  Come 
forward in two lines to receive the bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from a 
communion assistant.  

LAMB OF GOD 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Liturgical dialogue from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39847
Setting 10 ELW
Music:  All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-723066

+ DISMISSAL
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE 

+SENDING HYMN “Praise and Thanksgiving"                  LBW#409
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Serving 8/9/2026

Organist Teresa Yost

Children’s Sermon Sarah Stirewalt

Lector Megan Bame

Communion Assistant Alex Storey,           
Gary Elmore

Acolyte Ila Sechler

Security Team David Diggs,         
Chad Rivers

Sound System Hudson Sechler

Teller Team Nicole Ritchie, David 
Linker, Dan Roseman

Ushers Jennifer, Chris, Keaton 
and Kelsey Sloop

Serving 8/2/2026

Organist Becky Lippard

Children’s Sermon Lynn Lippard

Lector David Miller

Communion Assistant   Alex Storey,         
Gene Stirewalt

Acolyte Maggie Stirewalt

Security Team Duane Nolan,      
Randy Basinger

Sound System Chad Rivers

Teller Team Nicole Ritchie, David 
Linker, Dan Roseman

Ushers Jennifer, Chris, Keaton 
and Kelsey Sloop

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of  Myra King Bost by her husband, Gene, and children and grandchildren.

LOVE OFFERING for Laura Reynolds will be collected through the end of August.

HELP US HELP THE STUDENTS: The Social Ministry Committee would like to provide 
Backpacks to local Elementary Schools to help students get started on the right track at the 
beginning of the school year! Please put "Backpacks" on your envelope or select "Social 
Ministries" online. We will collect through today.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS will be next Sunday. All students, teachers, and other 
school personnel are invited to bring their backpacks for a special blessing for the new school 
year.

CIRCLE OF HOPE will meet on Thursday at 7:00pm in the Parlor.

FISH FRY COMMITTEE will meet Tuesday at 7:00pm.

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE will meet on Wednesday at 5:30pm

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE will meet on Wednesday at 6:30pm.

Grace Christian Homeschool Co-op invite you to a fundraiser Lemonade Stand on Sunday, 
August 16th. Homemade lemonade will be available for a donation to support a field trip to 
Catawba Science Center in November. Tables will be in front of the FLC following worship. 
Please come and enjoy a cup of fresh-squeezed lemonade and support the Co-op ministry!
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This Week's Giving 07/26/2026 Needed Weekly

Category Amount Per Spending 
Plan Difference

Attendance  158

Current  $   4,160.00 
Sunday School (Attendance 70)  $          49.00 
Director of Youth and Family 
Ministries

 $          25.00 

Benevolence  $       160.00 
World Hunger  $          50.00 

Total Current:  $   4,444.00  $         8,251.00  $ (3,807.00)

Kids to Camp Endowment  $       825.00 

Laura Reynolds Love Offering  $   2,637.00 
Backpacks  $       335.00 
Fish Fry T Shirts  $       160.00 
Fish Fry  $       570.00 
Building Fund  $       100.00 

Total Deposit:  $   9,071.00 

Scan here for 
online giving.

Prayer List 
Immediate needs:
Allen Sloop, Janis Eury
Community Concerns: 
Lily Gariepy (Fish Fry Recipient), David Stirewalt (Gene Stirewalt), Kristie Thomas (Jackie Hurlbut), 
Brenda Cole (Barbara Collins), Zinda Nesbitt (Sharon Nesbitt), Brian Collins (Barbara Collins), Patsy 
Myers (Patty Linker), Atticus Steitz (Amy Miller), Georgia Flanagan (Tara Mills)
Comfort: 
Family and friends of Blanche Hefner
Family and friends of Alan Staton
Ongoing Needs:
John Miller, Bobby & Barbara Sloop, Mary Miller, Kari Overcash, Janice Gray, Janis Eury, Allen & 
Lynn Sloop, Sophie Hooks, Louise Vaughn, Judy Copeland, Diane Bouk, Arlene Wise, Hazel Miller, 
Ronnie Gorman, Earl Thomas, Jesse Martin, Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Ray Baker, 
Emily Weddington, Monica Crossen, Mike Stout, Nancy Shue, Roy Morris
Those who serve others
Active Duty Military personnel and families; First Responders and families; our school teachers, staff 
and administrators


