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Grace Lutheran Church
 3020 Grace Church Rd. Salisbury, NC  28147
  (704) 857-8641  www.grace-salisbury.com

13th Sunday after Pentecost
August 23, 2026

    +  Ministers: The People of Grace   +   
+  Pastor: the Rev. Joshua Copeland   +

gracepastor.salisbury@gmail.com (7
+  Director of Youth & Family Ministries  Sarah Stirewalt  +

graceyouth.salisbury@gmail.com  (
+   Bookkeeper/Treasurer  Anita Miller   +
gracebookkeeper.salisbury@gmail.com  (

+  Secretary  Terri Brown  +
gracesecretary.salisbury@gmail.com  (
+  Director of Music  Lynn Lippard  +

+  Director of Children & Youth Choirs   Angela Lippard +
+  Accompanist for Children & Youth  Teresa Yost  +

+  Accompanist for Chancel Choir  Becky Lippard  +

+  Pastor Emeritus  Rev. Gene C. Bost  +
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+ CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.  In your 
mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.  Restore us to dwell 
in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray,  Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  Rest in 
God’s love.
Amen.

+ GATHERING HYMN      “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”   LBW#293

+ Those who are able please stand.
(Congregation responses are printed in bold type)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE  

LBW = Green book
WOV = Blue book
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+  GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you

+ KYRIE
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+ SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together ... 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 51:1-6
1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the L���.

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah, who bore you,

 for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.

+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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3 For the L��� will comfort Zion;  he will comfort all her waste places
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the L���;
 joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.

4 Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation,
 for a teaching will go out from me and my justice for a light to the peoples.

5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; my salvation has gone out,
  and my arms will rule the peoples;
 the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look at the earth beneath,
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment,
  and those who live on it will die like gnats,
 but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 138
1 I will give thanks to you, O L���, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast 

love and faithfulness;  for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.
3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O L���, when they have heard the words of your 

mouth.
5 They will sing of the ways of the L���, that great is the glory of the L���.
6 The L��� is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;  you stretch forth your hand against the 

fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
8 You will make good your purpose for me;  O L���, your steadfast love endures forever; do 

not abandon the works of your hands.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of 
worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so 
that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 
of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the 
members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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+  GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 16:13-20
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others 
Elĳah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples 
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY     “The Church's One Foundation”   LBW#369

+APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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+ SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.

OFFERING

+  OFFERTORY SONG    

+ PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

+  OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together ...
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us take heart in you and 
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen.

+  GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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+ PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

+   WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

+  LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.

+  INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Thanks be to God.
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+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together….
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the 
abundance of your love.  Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your 
love freely, as you have shared with us.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen.

+ BENEDICTION
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,  ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

+ TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our L��� and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always 
in his grace. 
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION – All of God’s children are welcome at the table for communion.  Come 
forward in two lines to receive the bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from a 
communion assistant.  

LAMB OF GOD 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Liturgical dialogue from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39847
Setting 10 ELW
Music:  All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-723066

+ DISMISSAL
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE 

+SENDING HYMN “We All Are One in Mission"                 WOV#755
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Serving 8/23/2026

Organist Teresa Yost

Children’s Sermon Sheila Basinger

Lector Dan Roseman

Communion Assistant Alex Storey,          
Randy Basinger

Acolyte Ila Sechler

Security Team Matt Sechler,         
Michael Miller

Sound System Carson Hurst

Teller Team Nicole Ritchie, David 
Linker, Dan Roseman

Ushers Jennifer, Chris, Keaton 
and Kelsey Sloop

Serving 8/30/2026

Organist Becky Lippard

Children’s Sermon Angela Lippard

Lector Marcus Reynolds

Communion Assistant   Alex Storey,           
David Miller

Acolyte Hunter Ritchie

Security Team Chris Kluttz,          
Chris Sloop

Sound System Finn Basinger

Teller Team Nicole Ritchie, David 
Linker, Dan Roseman

Ushers Jennifer, Chris, Keaton 
and Kelsey Sloop

Prayer List 
Immediate needs:
Janis Eury, Mary Gentry, Maribeth Baker, Joe Miller, Gene Bost
Community Concerns: 
Lily Gariepy (Fish Fry Recipient), David Stirewalt (Gene Stirewalt), Jerry Hurlbut (Jackie Hurlbut), Zinda 
Nesbitt (Sharon Nesbitt), Brian Collins (Barbara Collins), Patsy Myers (Patty Linker), Atticus Steitz (Amy 
Miller), Georgia Flanagan (Tara Mills), Bobby Barringer (Tara Mills), Ruby Faith Tyer (Shelly Hunter), Tommy 
Sloop (Barbara Schenk)
Comfort: 
Ongoing Needs:
John Miller, Bobby & Barbara Sloop, Mary Miller, Kari Overcash, Janice Gray, Janis Eury, Allen & Lynn 
Sloop, Sophie Hooks, Louise Vaughn, Judy Copeland, Diane Bouk, Arlene Wise, Hazel Miller, Ronnie Gorman, 
Earl Thomas, Jesse Martin, Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Emily Weddington, Monica Crossen, 
Mike Stout, Nancy Shue, Roy Morris, Rebekah Safriet
Those who serve others
Active Duty Military personnel and families; First Responders and families; our school teachers, staff and 
administrators
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This Week's Giving 08/16/2026 Amount 
Needed

Category Amount Per Spendinng 
Plan Difference

Attendance  151

Current  $    3,866.00 

Sunday School Rally Day - 
Attendance 82)

 $         11.00 

Benevolence  $       240.00 
World Hunger  $         50.00 

Total Current:  $     4,167.00 $                
8,251.00 

 $  (4,084.00)

Laura Reynolds Love Offering  $       255.00 
Lewis Moose Endowment Fund  $       100.00 
Youth of Grace  $     1,600.00 

Kids of Grace  $       500.00 
Total Deposit:  $     6,622.00 

Scan here for 
online giving.

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Bea & Leonard Litaker and Robert & Helen Sloop by Bob & Barbara Sloop.
LOVE OFFERING for Laura Reynolds will be collected through the end of August.
CONGREGATION MEETING will be held on August 30 at the conclusion of Worship.  This 
will be to consider new flooring in the basement area of the church.
PRAYERS & PRAISES baskets are located in the Narthex and at the front of the Sanctuary for 
anyone who would like to submit a Praise or Prayer to be read during the Prayers of the People.  
They will be taken to Pastor Josh at the Children's Sermon.

GOD'S WORK OUR HANDS - Join us on Sunday, September 13 in the FLC after the worship 
service.  Personal Care Kits and School Supply Kits will be assembled.  These kits will be 
distributed through Lutheran World Relief to families in need throughout the World.  Enjoy a 
Hot Dog Lunch and help us share God's Love! Remember to wear your yellow GWOH T-Shirt! 
If you don't have one there is a limited number (Sizes S, M, L, and XL) in the Church Office on 
a first-come, first-served basis.  T-shirts are $15.

Tuesday Fish Fry Committee 7:00pm
Property Committee 7:00pm

Wednesday Children's Choir 6:00pm
Chancel Choir 7:00pm
Risk Management 7:00pm

Thursday Worship & Music 6:30pm
Saturday Youth of Grace Trip

Week at a Glance


