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Grace Lutheran Church
 3020 Grace Church Rd. Salisbury, NC  28147
  (704) 857-8641  www.grace-salisbury.com

3rd Sunday of Easter
April 19th, 2026

        +  Ministers: The People of Grace   +   
 +  Pastor:  the Rev. Joshua Copeland   +
  gracepastor.salisbury@gmail.com (

+  Director of Youth & Family Ministries   Sarah Stirewalt  +
graceyouth.salisbury@gmail.com        (

+   Bookkeeper/Treasurer           Anita Miller   +
gracebookkeeper.salisbury@gmail.com     (

+  Secretary              Terri Brown  +
gracesecretary.salisbury@gmail.com      (

+  Director of Music           Lynn Lippard  +
+  Director of Children & Youth Choirs     Angela Lippard +

+  Accompanist for Children & Youth  Teresa Yost  +

+  Accompanist for Chancel Choir  Becky Lippard  +

+  Pastor Emeritus     Rev. Gene C. Bost  +
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+ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you 
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and 
sorrow. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that 
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.
+ GATHERING HYMN   “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”   WOV#674
+  GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you.
+ KYRIE

+ Those who are able please stand.
(Congregation responses are printed in bold type)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE 

LBW = Green book
WOV = Blue book
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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+ SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.
+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together ... 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open 
the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let 
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19
         1 I love the L���, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,

2 for the L��� has given ear to me whenever I called.
3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief  

 and sorrow.
4 Then I called upon the name of the L���: “O L���, I pray you, save my life.”
12 How shall I repay the L���, for all the good things God has done for me?
13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the L���.
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14 I will fulfill my vows to the L��� in the presence of all God’s people.
15 Precious in your sight, O L���, is the death of your servants.
16 O L���, truly I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have 

 freed me from my bonds.
17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of the L���.
18 I will fulfill my vows to the L��� in the presence of all God’s people,
19 in the courts of the L���’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live 
in fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile 
conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined 
before the foundation of the world but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 
21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your trust and hope are in God.

22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, 
not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

+  GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13 Now on that same day two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but 
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing 
with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 
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. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the 
third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. 
They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body there they 
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 
24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, 
but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah 
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, 
and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not 
our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and 
how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Phil Tonnesen

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “The Day of Resurrection!”   
        tune "Lead On, O King Eternal!"

1 The day of resurrection!
 Earth, tell it out abroad,
 the passover of gladness,
 the passover of God.
 From death to life eternal,
 from sin’s dominion free,
 our Christ has brought us over
 with hymns of victory.

2 Let hearts be purged of evil
 that we may see aright
 the Lord in rays eternal
 of resurrection light,
 and list’ning to his accents,
 may hear, so calm and plain,
 his own “All hail!” and hearing,
 may raise the victor strain.

3 Now let the heav’ns be joyful,
 let earth its song begin,
 let all the world keep triumph
 and all that is therein.
 Let all things, seen and unseen,
 their notes of gladness blend;
 for Christ the Lord has risen,
 our joy that has no end!

4 Then praise we God the Father,
 and praise we Christ his Son,
 with them the Holy Spirit,
 eternal Three in One;
 till all the ransomed number
 fall down before the throne,
 and honor, pow’r, and glory
 ascribe to God alone!



7

+APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of constant love, be with us now in our times of uncertainty; hear and respond to our 
prayers.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Your love for us is a magnificent gift, unearned and undeserved. Lead us to grow in our 
appreciation and help us to reflect that love into the world around us that we might work hand in 
hand in building the kingdom of God all around us with Christ, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit, lives and reigns, One God, now and always. 
Amen.
+ SHARING THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.
OFFERING
+  OFFERTORY SONG    

+  OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together ...
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
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+ PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has 
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and 
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

+   WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
+  LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.
+  INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good!
Thanks be to God.

+  GREAT THANKSGIVING



9

+ TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our L��� and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always 
in his grace. 
Amen.
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together….
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

+ BENEDICTION
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

+  LAMB OF GOD   

DISTRIBUTION – All of God’s children are welcome at the table for communion.  Come 
forward in two lines to receive the bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from a 
communion assistant.  
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+ DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

+SENDING HYMN “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing!                  LBW#363

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Liturgical dialogue from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39847
Setting 3 ELW
Music:  All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-723066



11

Serving 4/19/2026

Organist
Becky Lippard

Children’s Sermon
Debbie Parris

Lector
David Miller

Communion Assistant Greta Elmore,      
David Miller

Acolyte
Charley Storey

Security Team
Chris Sloop, Chris 
Kluttz

Sound System
Keaton Sloop

Teller Team Dan Roseman, Helen 
Correll, Gene Stirewalt

Ushers
Barbara Schenk, Cruz 
Beers, Terry Aldridge, 

Serving 4/26/2026

Organist
Teresa Yost

Children’s Sermon
Lynn Lippard

Lector
Megan Bame

Communion Assistant Greta Elmore,        
Chris Sloop

Acolyte
Jemma Nolan

Security Team

Sound System
Eric Storey

Teller Team Dan Roseman, Helen 
Correll, Gene Stirewalt

Ushers Barbara Schenk, Cruz 
Beers, Terry Aldridge, 
Myra Sechler

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God.

SAVE THE DATE for the Myles Davis Pope Memorial 5K to help fund swim lessons. We are 
looking for volunteers and sponsors. Please see Morgan or Sonny Pope for more details.

WELCOME to Pastor Phil Tonnesen who will lead us in worship today.  Pastor Phil is on the 
staff of Bishop Emily Hartner.

SPRING SALISBURY-ROWAN CHORAL SOCIETY concerts will be held on Friday, April 
24, 7 PM Milford Hills United Methodist Church sanctuary (Statesville Blvd) and then on 
Saturday, April 25, 3 PM First Presbyterian Church sanctuary (downtown Salisbury)

GRADUATES If you have a high school or college graduate this year, please let the church 
office know by Sunday, April 26.

GIVING STATEMENTS are in mailboxes.

AMAZING GRACE SENIORS meet on Tuesday at 10:30am.  Program will be the "Y 
Wonders".  Covered dish lunch to follow.



12

This Week's Giving 04/12/2026 Needed Weekly

Category Amount Per Spending 
Plan

Difference

Attendance   124
Current  $    8,242.00 
Sunday School (Attendance 50)  $           37.00 
Property Fund  $           50.00 

Director of Youth and Family 
Ministries

 $           50.00 

Altar Flowers  $           75.00 
Benevolence  $    2,485.00 
World Hunger  $           50.00 

Total Current  $  10,989.00  $           8,251.00  $   2,738.00 

Laura Reynolds Love Offering  $    1,000.00 
Myles for Mission 5k  $         600.00 
Cruise In Sponsorship  $         305.00 
Lutheridge/Kids to Camp  $    3,000.00 
Facility Rental (Capital 
Improvement Fund)

 $           95.00 

Cemetery  $           42.00 
Total Deposit  $  16,031.00 

Scan here for 
online giving.

Prayer List 
Immediate needs:
Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Emily Weddington, Monica Crossen, David Linker, James Miller
Community Concerns: 
Scout & Skylar Harmon (Fish Fry Recipients), Kassana Alexander, Sandy Whitaker, Christine Whitaker (Pastor 
Josh), Linda Linker (David Linker), Pastor David Drysdale (Pastor Josh), Lynn Potter (Emily Copeland), 
Daylin Cline age 11 (son of James & Glenda Bibbins Cline)
Comfort: 
Family and friends of Seleta Kluttz Spry
Ongoing Needs:
John Miller, Bobby & Barbara Sloop, Mary Miller, Kari Overcash, Janice Gray, Janis Eury,  Allen & Lynn 
Sloop, Sophie Hooks, Louise Vaughn, Judy Copeland, Diane Bouk, Arlene Wise, Hazel Miller, Ronnie Gorman, 
Earl Thomas, Jesse Martin, Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Irene Miller, Ray Baker

Those who serve others
Active Duty Military personnel and families; First Responders and families; Rowan Salisbury Schools teachers, 
staff and administrators


