
1

Grace Lutheran Church
 3020 Grace Church Rd. Salisbury, NC  28147
  (704) 857-8641  www.grace-salisbury.com

2nd Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2026

        +  Ministers: The People of Grace   +   
 +  Pastor:  the Rev. Joshua Copeland   +
  gracepastor.salisbury@gmail.com (704) 245-2875

+  Director of Youth & Family Ministries   Sarah Stirewalt  +
graceyouth.salisbury@gmail.com        (336) 250-1733

+   Bookkeeper/Treasurer           Anita Miller   +
gracebookkeeper.salisbury@gmail.com     (704)857-8641

+  Secretary              Terri Brown  +
gracesecretary.salisbury@gmail.com      (704) 213-4202

+  Director of Music           Lynn Lippard  +
+  Director of Children & Youth Choirs     Angela Lippard +

+  Accompanist for Children & Youth  Teresa Yost  +

+  Accompanist for Chancel Choir  Becky Lippard  +

+  Pastor Emeritus     Rev. Gene C. Bost  +
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+ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still 
waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you 
thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and 
sorrow. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that 
divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.
+ GATHERING HYMN         “The Strife is O'er, the Battle Done”  LBW#135
+  GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you
+ KYRIE

+ Those who are able please stand.
(Congregation responses are printed in bold type)

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE 

LBW = Green book
WOV = Blue book
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+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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+ SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you.

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together ... 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who 
doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s 
blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 22 “Fellow 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves 
know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having 
released him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.
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25 For David says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 

presence.’   29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 
31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  ‘He was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’  32 “This Jesus God raised up, and 
of that all of us are witnesses.”
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 16

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the L���, “You are my Lord, my 
good above all other.”

2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the 
people.

3 But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names upon my lips.
5 O L���, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
7 I will bless the L��� who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night.
8 I have set the L��� always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall not be 

shaken.
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit.
11 You will show me the path of life;  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your 

right hand are pleasures forevermore.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are 
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 
7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are 
receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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+  GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark 
of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 
31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through believing you may have life in his name.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON          Deacon Wendy Roberts

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “That Easter Day with Joy was Bright”   

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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+APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord God, we are your people, and we confess our need for you in our lives, hear now our 
prayers.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are our strength Lord Good, and we gladly lean on you in times of trouble.  Take these 
burdens now and offer us your grace and remind us of your promise that you are always with us.  
In Jesus' name. 
Amen.
+ SHARING THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.
OFFERING
+  OFFERTORY SONG    
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+  OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together ...
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 
bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
+  COMMUNION FROM A RESERVED SACRAMENT
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this Bread and this 
Wine which have been consecrated and have become for us the Body and the Blood of Christ. 
Blessed be God forever.

When this congregation last gathered for Holy Communion, we were reminded that on the night 
in which he was betrayed, Our Lord, Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen.
+  INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good!
Thanks be to God.

+  LAMB OF GOD 
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+ TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our L��� and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you always 
in his grace. 
Amen.
+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together….
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen.
+ BENEDICTION
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
+SENDING HYMN “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!"            LBW#352

DISTRIBUTION – All of God’s children are welcome at the table for communion.  Come 
forward in two lines to receive the bread from the pastor and wine/grape juice from a 
communion assistant.  
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+ DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Liturgical dialogue from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #39847
Setting 3 ELW
Music:  All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net  #A-723066
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Serving 4/12/2026

Organist
Teresa Yost

Children’s Sermon
Monica Basinger

Lector
Jamey Basinger

Communion Assistant Greta Elmore, Shelly 
Hunter

Acolyte
Jemma Nolan

Security Team
Robert Hunter, Monty 
Brown

Sound System
Cooper Miller

Teller Team Dan Roseman, Helen 
Correll, Gene Stirewalt

Ushers Barbara Schenk, Cruz 
Beers, Terry Aldridge, 
Myra Sechler

Serving 4/19/2026

Organist
Becky Lippard

Children’s Sermon
Debbie Parris

Lector
David Miller

Communion Assistant Greta Elmore, David 
Miller

Acolyte
Charley Storey

Security Team
Chris Sloop, Chris 
Kluttz

Sound System
Keaton Sloop

Teller Team Dan Roseman, Helen 
Correll, Gene Stirewalt

Ushers
Barbara Schenk, Cruz 
Beers, Terry Aldridge, 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR TODAY are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Floyd and Elsie Parnell and Davey Lee and Bette Parnell and Johnny Parnell by Patsy Parnell.

THE FLOWERS ON THE STAND TODAY are given to the glory of God and in memory of 
Raymond Austin on their 60th wedding anniversary on April 10th by Mary Ruth

WELCOME to Deacon Wendy Roberts who will lead us in worship today.  Deacon Wendy is 
on the staff of Bishop Emily Hartner.
ANNUAL CRUISE IN will be held from 10-3 on Saturday, April 18.  There will be BBQ 
Chicken dinners for sale from 11-2 for $15, and will include 1/2 chicken, beans, slaw, roll, 
banana pudding and a drink.  The Yard Sale will be held from 7-2.
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS have been placed in mail boxes.  They should be returned 
to the church office before May 17.
INFORMATION FOR THE BULLETIN should be to Terri by Wednesday evening.  The 
bulletin will be printed on Thursday morning.

Mon 4/13 Finance Committee 6:30pm
Tues 4/14 Quilting 10:00am

Congregation Council meeting 6:30pm
Wed 4/15 Children's Choir 6:00pm

Chancel Choir 7:00pm
Risk Management 7:00pm

Sat 4/18 BBQ & Cruise In & Yard Sale
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This Week's Giving 
04/05/2026

Needed Weekly

Category Amount Per Spending 
Plan

Difference

Attendance    203

Current  $    3,586.00 
Sunday School (Attendance 
51)

 $         134.75 

Property Fund  $         150.00 

Benevolence  $         260.00 
World Hunger  $           50.00 

Total Current  $    4,180.75  $        8,251.00  $     (4,070.25)

Laura Reynolds Love 
Offering

 $    1,320.00 

Myles for Mission 5k  $         300.00 
Boy Scouts  $           50.00 
Lutheridge/Kids to Camp  $         818.25 
Quilters  $           25.00 
Building Fund  $           25.00 
Facility Rental  $         300.00 
Youth of Grace  $           90.00 
Kids of Grace  $           60.00 

Total Deposit  $    7,169.00 

Scan here for 
online giving.

Prayer List 
Immediate needs:
Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Emily Weddington, Monica Crossen, David Linker
Community Concerns: 
Scout & Skylar Harmon (Fish Fry Recipients), Kassana Alexander, Sandy Whitaker, Christine Whitaker (Pastor 
Josh), Linda Linker (David Linker), Pastor David Drysdale (Pastor Josh), Lynn Potter (Emily Copeland), 
Daylin Cline age 11 (son of James & Glenda Bibbins Cline)
Comfort: 
Family and friends of Sterling Weaver
Ongoing Needs:
John Miller, Bobby & Barbara Sloop, Mary Miller, Kari Overcash, Janice Gray, Janis Eury,  Allen & Lynn 
Sloop, Sophie Hooks, Louise Vaughn, Judy Copeland, Diane Bouk, Arlene Wise, Hazel Miller, Ronnie Gorman, 
Earl Thomas, Jesse Martin, Alice & Michael Baglio, Laura Reynolds, Irene Miller, Ray Baker

Those who serve others
Active Duty Military personnel and families; First Responders and families; Rowan Salisbury Schools teachers, 
staff and administrators


