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Tristen Edwards is an attorney at Metropolitan Public Defender (MPD). She represents indigent clients on 
major felony cases and works on policy issues related to promoting the use of restorative justice as an 
alternative to prosecution. Tristen helped to create the Criminal Justice Commission’s Restorative Justice 
Grant Program and also played an essential role in the establishment of Multnomah County’s Restorative 
Justice Program, which serves as an alternative to prosecution for certain violent felony offenses. Tristen 
also works on legislative issues related to restorative justice as the chair of the Restorative Justice 
Coalition of Oregon’s Community Action and Advocacy Committee and as a member of Governor Kotek’s 
Racial Justice Council’s Criminal Justice Reform Committee. 


