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Sophia Solano (she/her/ella) is an artist, activist, and Restorative Justice practitioner with a 
particular interest in community organizing and collaborative governance. She first learned 
about Restorative Justice by participating in a youth diversion program coordinated by Mindy 
Baxter through Partnership Against the Abuse of Drugs and Alcohol (PAADA) and Lincoln 
Community Dispute Resolution (LCDR). Working as a peer mentor in the Restorative Justice 
program and an organizational intern with these centers changed the course of her life and 
work. She received a B.A. from Pacific University in Philosophy: Ethics, Society, and Law with 
honors and is now completing her Master's degree in Conflict & Dispute Resolution at the 
University of Oregon's School of Law. As a graduate student, Sophia worked in the John Jaqua 
Law Library, completed an internship with Center for Dialogue and Resolution (CDR)'s adult 
diversion program, and was hired by the Oregon Office of Community Dispute Resolution to 
track legislative activity during the 2021 session. Sophia is a certified Mediator and RJ Facilitator 
in the State of Oregon and continues to volunteer with CDR. In 2020, Sophia presented on 
Ethics of Care and Restorative Justice as part of a graduate research panel at the Oregon 
Mediation Association’s annual conference. Last year, she presented with two colleagues from 
CDR at the Association for Conflict Resolution’s conference on the Advantages and Adaptations 
of Virtual Restorative Dialogues. Sophia has adjacent interests in Housing Justice, 
Environmental Justice, and Transformative Justice and will present on these intersections at 
this year's Northwest Justice Forum. Art has become part of her activism, and in 2021, she co-
founded Interdisciplinary Artists in Motion (IAM) - a collective facilitating practice and 
performance events in the Pacific Northwest. Sophia is the daughter of guitarrista José Solano 
and continues his legacy as a flamenco artist. 
 
Sophia is honored to have been considered for a Coordinating position with the Restorative 
Justice Coalition of Oregon (RJCO) and feels truly blessed to join such an incredible team of 
professionals. She is deeply grateful for the many dedicated practitioners who have built RJCO 
into what it is today. 
 


