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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE NEWS FOR PRACTITIONERS

SUBSCRIBE TO THE RJCO QUARTERLY TODAY!

Do you have ideas about what you would like to see in RJCO Quarterly? An 
interesting project happening in your community, or creative approach to 
restorative practices you would like to see featured? Or perhaps there is a 
question about RJ you would like to see answered. The RJCO Quarterly 
team welcomes you to em ail us your ideas, questions, and stories to 
share with other practitioners across the state.   
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The following acknowledgement was read in October 
2018 to a group of leaders from the victim assistance 
and restorative justice movements in Oregon, that had 
gathered to explore the history and future of the 
relationship between these two movements.  

?In setting the stage for the work we?re undertaking 
in this symposium, I have been invited to read the following statement intended for 
victims, survivors, and their service providers, on behalf of the of the Restorative 
Justice Coalition of Oregon Coordinating Committee.   

Restorative justice was born out of a recognition that our response to crime and 
harm should begin with attending to the voices and needs of the people that are 
most affected ? victims and survivors. The recognition that justice can be an act of 
repair toward and with human beings who have been hurt is ancient, and has been 
remembered well by many Indigenous teachings and spiritual traditions. Similarly, 
the early visionaries of modern restorative justice understood and called our 
attention to the fact that victims and survivors are more than just ?key witnesses? in 
service of a state-centered adversarial justice system process.  

Oregon restorative justice advocate Dennis Maloney used to present the following 
scenario for his audiences: Imagine you are taking the bus home late one night and 
you come across a troubling scene: a woman is lying by the street curb crying, 
surrounded by three small children huddled over her, also in tears. Off in the 
shadows you see someone slipping away. Based on your intuition as a responsible 
neighbor and community member, Dennis would ask, who is the first person you 
attend to in this scenario? 

Most of us would immediately reply that we would attend first to the woman lying 
on the curb. Then, without hesitation, we would care for the children surrounding 
her. Last, perhaps knowing that the woman and children?s immediate needs were 
attended to, we would turn attention toward the person responsible for the act of 
victimization. This order of response is intuitive and reflective of our 
neighborliness. However, many in this room would agree that this is not usually the 
priority of the current system?s response to victimization. Restorative justice should 
align with this instinct of care for those harmed. Yet, we have not always achieved 
this promise.  

There are true stories of how we in the field have lost sight of our responsibility to 
victims and survivors, and times where this lapse has caused harm to people. 
There are examples where we have pressured victims or survivors into 
participating based on our belief that it would be good for them, or good for the 
person who offended against them. We have asked victims and survivors to take it 
easy on the person responsible ? to suppress their emotions, to play nice, or to 
forgive.  

continued on page 3 
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Acknowledgment continued from page 2

We have, at times, been responsible for inadequately preparing victims for a restorative justice process, 
making it difficult for them to have clear expectations or make informed choices regarding their 
participation. We?ve been prescriptive in the design or goals of the processes we facilitate, without fully 
engaging the needs and preferences of the victims we?ve worked with. There are instances where 
programs have provided inadequate training to facilitators and program administrators on how to 
respond meaningfully and adequately to the experience of victimization. 

There are likely a variety of ingredients in these moments of divergence from our core values and 
principles. In our proximity to the criminal justice system, we may have sometimes forgotten our 
bearings in favor of other priorities. In an effort to grow and get support, we may have fallen trap to 
attending to the needs and goals of this system more than we have acted as agents of justice for 
victims and survivors. Added to this, many practitioners get involved in this work for ideological 
reasons, resulting in a tendency to pat ourselves on the back and view our work through a narrow lens 
focused on all of the good stories and outcomes ? what restorative justice theorist Howard Zehr 
referred to as butterfly catching. These tendencies have contributed at times to an unwillingness to 
hear our critics clearly. Our self-congratulations can sometimes stunt our evolution as a discipline and a 
movement.  

We are learning. There have been Victim Assistance leaders that saw the promise restorative justice 
offers to their clients, and have been patient and persistent in their critiques. There are victims and 
survivors that have experienced harm through restorative justice, and spoken courageously about this 
impact ? urging us to listen and to evolve. In recent years we?ve been putting more emphasis on 
assessment and evaluation, and getting more clarity on where our work may miss the mark.  

This Symposium is one step in our learning and evolution. The ongoing exploration of the creation of 
standards for restorative justice, which will be a part of this event, is yet another. We also acknowledge 
that this is only the beginning, and that there is more work to be done. The Restorative Justice Coalition 
of Oregon is committed to listening openly to the experiences and critiques of our colleagues within the 
victim assistance movement. We commit to seeking out meaningful partnerships in which we honor the 
expertise of our local victim assistance practitioners. We commit to support the movement for 
deepening victims? rights within our communities? and systems? responses to crime and harm. Most of 
all, we will aspire to reach the promise that restorative justice principles hold for the victims and 
survivors we serve. Thank you.?  Link to downloadable version of acknowledgement here 
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Safety and Savings 
Legist lat ive Update 

AMY DAVIDSON
CRIME SURVIVOR PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR
PARTNERSHIP FOR SAFETY AND 
JUSTICE

 

Big criminal justice reform 
news in Oregon! Last month, 
the Oregon Supreme Court 
agreed with our friends at 
Partnership for Safety and 
Justice by ruling in State v. Vallin 
that the sentencing reforms 
passed by the 2017 Safety and 
Savings Act are constitutionally 
valid. This means that this 
landmark reform bill, which 
Partnership for Safety and 
Justice proposed and passed in 
2017, remains in full force. 
Among other reforms, this new 
law reduced prison sentences 
for addiction-driven property 
crimes, increased funding to 
counties for prison diversion 

programs, and expanded 
investments in victim services. 
With this final ruling, Oregon?s 
highest court cleared the way 
for the Act to prevent the 
opening of a new women?s 
prison and, according to the 
official state prison forecast, 
reduce the statewide rate of 
adult incarceration by 15% 
over the next 10 years. The 
Court?s decision affirms what 
our lawmakers knew when 
they passed the Safety and 
Savings Act: Our criminal 
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justice system is broken and 
saddled with outdated laws 
that have ballooned the prison 
system and obstructed 
implementation of more 
effective public safety 
strategies like addiction 
treatment, mental health 
services, and crime survivor 
resources. The ruling is an 
enormous victory for Oregon 
and could open the door to 
even greater opportunities for 
criminal justice reform. More 
info available here.  

    

Neuroscience and Restorat ive Just ice
"In 1991, Shaka Senghor shot and killed a man. Yes, his is a story of atonement and 
rehabilitation ?  but it didn?t always look like things would go that way. As he says in his TED 

Talk , for many of his 19 years in prison, he was bitter, angry and 
unwilling to take responsibility for his actions. Thanks to family 
and mentors, Senghor did turn his life around, and he now acts 
as a mentor and coach to at-risk youth. He knows first-hand the 
value of a justice system that can rehabilitate people who might 
otherwise be discarded.

In this long, thoughtful conversation, Senghor talks to Daniel 
Reisel, a London-based doctor who studies the neuroscience of  
rest orat ive just ice ?  including the treatment of criminal 
psychopaths, often considered impossible to rehabilitate." Read 

more of their lightly edited version of their epic conversation here. 
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Parrott Creek Child & Family Services has been providing a community-based 
Restorative Justice Diversion Program in partnership with Clackamas County 
Juvenile Department since 2000. We operate in seven cities as well as serving all 
monolingual Hispanic youth in the county. Over the years Parrott Creek has 
embedded the ethos and tools of Restorative Justice not only in our Diversion 
Program but also as part of our residential services for youth. In all aspects of our 
work we strive to incorporate community circles, accountability, 
interconnectedness and strategies for individuals, families and even the wider 
community to repair harms while reintegrating and valuing the harmer as an 
ongoing member of that community. 

  

Recently, our Diversion Program Manager, Andrea Rohm, facilitated a Circle 
process involving three young women and their families, a School Resource 
Officer from the local police department, two community representatives and the 
victim. This was a complicated theft case that took considerable time to organize 
given the number of people involved, intricacies of their participation and 
ensuring that everyone felt safe and comfortable coming together face to face. 

  

Initially one of the parents was very guarded and resistant to the process. With 
patience and skill, and with empathy for both the victim and the young women, 
Andrea guided the Circle to a place where the harm the girls had caused had 
been addressed and repaired. In closing the Circle the victim expressed having 
been heard and validated and that they greatly appreciated that the young 
women took appropriate responsibility and apologized for their actions. 
Additionally, the involvement of the School Resource Officer in the Circle helped 
remedy what had become a distrustful relationship with the local law 
enforcement community. All the members of the Circle had engaged fully with 
the process and expressed openly that they felt that it was useful and beneficial 
to them.  

  

At the end, the resistant mother was emotional and acknowledged that she was 
surprised at how supportive and useful the process had been. 

  

This is just one small example of the hundreds of Diversion cases we work with 
each year - 85% of which are successfully completed. As Restorative Justice 
continues to grow in its application in schools, in our communities and within the 
criminal justice system, Parrott Creek is proud to be at the forefront of this quiet 
?revolution? delivering a more equitable and just society for us all. 
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RJ in the Community 

SIMON FULFORD
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
PARROT CREEK CHILD & FAMILY SERVICES
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NEWS / EVENTS
Hot off the Press!

Book Review: Until We 
Reckon by Danielle Serad 
From Amazon Review: 

 "profoundly necessary."  - Michelle 
Alexander , New York  t im es 
colum nist  and aut hor  of  t he New 
Jim  Crow

In t he eloquent  t radit ion of  Byran St evenson's Just  Mercy, 
an award-w inning leader  int  eh m ovem ent  t o end m ass 
incarcerat ion t akes on t he vexing problem  of  violent  
cr im e. 

Although over half the people incarcerated in America 
today have committed violent offenses, the focus of 
reformers has been almost entirely on nonviolent and 
drug offenses. Danielle Sered?s brilliant and 
groundbreaking Until We Reckon steers directly and 
unapologetically into the question of violence, offering 
approaches that will help end mass incarceration and 
increase safety.

Widely recognized as one of the leading proponents of a 
restorative approach to violent crime, Sered asks us to 
reconsider the purposes of incarceration and argues 
persuasively that the needs of survivors of violent crime 
are better met by asking people who commit violence to 
accept responsibility for their actions and make amends 
in ways that are meaningful to those they have 
hurt? none of which happens in the context of a 
criminal trial or a prison  sentence.

Sered launched and directs Common Justice, one of the 
few organizations offering alternatives to incarceration 
for people who commit serious violent crime and which 
has produced immensely promising results. 

Critically, Sered argues that the reckoning owed is not 
only on the part of those who have committed violence, 
but also by our nation?s overreliance on incarceration to 
produce safety? at great cost to communities, survivors, 
racial equity, and the very fabric of our democracy. 

15t h Annual Nor t hwest  Just ice 
Forum

Them e: Invit ing Every Voice
Dates: June 25 -27th 2019
Multnomah University

The NW Justice Forum fosters the gathering 
of individuals committed to, or interested in 
learning about, the principles and values of 
Restorative Justice. We gather to increase 
understanding, share practical application, 
ensure cultural inclusion, and explore 
theoretical implications of living and working 
restoratively in the Northwest.
Learn more about the NW Justice Forum on 
the forum  webpage. 
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Resolve : Rest orat ive Just ice 
Facil i t at or  Training 

Medford
August 7, 8, 14, &15 

For more information, click here.

Cr im inal Just ice Sabbat h - Ecum enical 
Minist r ies of  Oregon 

July 12 - 14
To learn more, click here.

RNW Int roduct ion t o Rest orat ive 
Just ice

June 19
To learn more, click here.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
RJCO QUARTERLY
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