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NEW
MEMBERS,
NEW LOOK
Regular RJCO Quarterly readers
may notice the new version of this
quarter's newsletter. Along with
the new look, exciting changes
have been happening within RJCO
as well. In 2016, six new
coordinating committee members
joined the team and the general
membership continues to grow. If
you have not yet joined this
exciting coalition, there is still time
to do so by checking out the RJCO
websit e.
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Note from the Editor: Is the death penalty restorative? Proponents sometimes assert that it can help family members of the
victim and impacted community members to move on. We've asked Becky, an RJCO member and someone closely impacted
by lethal violence, to share her personal experience and thoughts below.

Becky O'Neil M cBrayer Homicide Survivor,
Ant i-Deat h Penalt y
Advocat e

Ten years ago, when my family was
thrust into the judicial system, I
discovered a system in Oregon that
lacks
dignity,
respect
and
compassion.

I travel the region and talk about Skid
Row in the course of my ministerial
work, and then I do some talking
about Death Row as an abolitionist.
Obviously I?m the number one person
you want to invite to happy hour,
right?

I never expected to learn so much
about the pain of violence. I grew up
in the small country town of Corbett,
Oregon, at the foot of the Columbia
River Gorge. We enjoyed summer
camp, parochial school, year-round
sports, big family dinners and
unconditional love. Dad was a
Portland firefighter, commercial
fisherman, and our hero. Mom
never missed a soccer game and
was our most fierce cheerleader in
life. One of my first friends as a child
was my cousin of the same age,
Ruth O?Neil. Ruthie, as we called her,
was only 4 years old when she went
missing in Southeast Portland in
1980. Her body was later discovered
by Portland Police in the back yard.
She had been drowned by her
teenage babysitter, a neighbor.

I want you to know that I?m actually a
very happy person, and I am filled with
so much hope as I do this work. I
might seem like an unlikely person to
advocate against the death penalty,
especially for those who commit
heinous crimes like murder. My
beloved mother and step-father were
brutally murdered, and
I was
devastated. I also lost my first cousin
to a senseless murder.
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As a family member of three murder
victims, I have concluded that the
death penalty is an expensive, unjust
form of state-sanctioned murder. For
many of us who have suffered the pain
of murder, the death penalty only
brings more anguish.

BECKY AND HER FAMILY

Twenty-six
years
after
Ruth?s
murder, our family would again face
the anguish that follows homicide. I
recall nearly every detail of April 7,
2006, the day when my brother,
Andrew, and I drove to Wilsonville,
Oregon, to check on our mother,
Timmie O?Neil, and her husband,
Craig Stumpf, at their home. Mom
was 55 years old, Craig was 60, and
they were happily married. We
discovered they had both been
murdered, stabbed 17 times each
the previous morning. ?I know who
did this,? I told the Wilsonville police.
?His name is Joseph Raymond O?Neil,
and he?s my brother.? At 25, Joey
O?Neil was mentally-ill with violent
tendencies
and
sadly,
was
undiagnosed, untreated, and full of
rage.
A media helicopter circled above as
crime scene tape rolled out before
our eyes. A homicide detective told
me, ?This will be the worst day of
your life.? In fact, it was just the
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beginning of the worst experience of
my life: losing parents to violence
and then being threatened with
more
as
Clackamas
County
prosecutors argued for my youngest
brother ?s execution.
One prosecutor told us, ?Your
brother is exactly the kind of person
the death penalty was designed for.?
It meant months of additional
anguish for my family. When would
we be able to start healing?
Ultimately, my family was spared
the painful process of a capital
murder trial and years of appeals.
My brother accepted a plea and is
serving life without parole. The
death penalty fails as a deterrent to
violence. It is racially biased and
applied disproportionately to poor
people. Even innocent people are
sentenced to die. The U.S. should
abolish the death penalty because it
divides families and delays the
healing process. It diverts millions
of dollars into the capital system ?
resources that could be invested
into crime prevention, mental health
services, restorative justice and real
support for murder victim survivors.
Instead of healing families, the
death penalty creates more victims:
family members of the executed,
and those who sit on death row. I
would not wish that immeasurable
pain onto another human being,
ever. After ten years of grieving, and
now recovering, I stand with many
murder victims? families and lift my
shaky voice to say: Please, not in my
name. Not in our names.
Becky O?Neil McBrayer is the Director of
Community Programs at St. Andre
Bessette Catholic Church, Portland?s
Downtown Chapel since 1919, serving
people
experiencing
poverty,
homelessness, mental illness, addiction
and loneliness. She is a member of
RJCO, Murder Victims? Families for
Reconciliation, and the Board of
Directors of Oregonians for Alternatives
to the Death Penalty.
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Program Launch:
Vict im-Offender Dialogue in
Washingt on Count y

Common Just ice :
Alt ernat ive t o
Incarcerat ion

CARLEY BERKEY - PROGRAM
COORDINATOR

SHANNON WIGHT
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

BEAVERTON DRC
On August 1, 2016, the Beaverton
Dispute Resolution Center launched a
pilot
Victim-Offender
Dialogue
Program in collaboration with the
Washington
County
Juvenile
Department. The program allows
crime victims and offenders to have a
meaningful role in the justice process
by having a voice in how harm is
repaired in their case.
In the first week of the program, two
referrals came in from victims hoping
to have the opportunity to share the
impact of their experiences directly
with the person who harmed them.
As we move forward, we anticipate the
growth of the program to expand into
school settings, and more complex
cases.

For more information or questions
about the program, contact Car ley
Ber k ey.

PARTNERSHIP FOR
SAFETY AND JUSTICE

Restorative
Justice
offers
an
inspiring
model for how to do
justice in this country.
Recent events make the need for innovation even more
pronounced as we look to address crime and violence in our
communities. The Vera Institute?s project, Common Justice, is one
of the most unique programs in the US and deserves wider
recognition.
Danielle Sered, the program?s director, created and founded
Common Justice as an alternative to incarceration. The program
places the needs of those who are harmed by crime at the center
of their work and seeks to address the racial disparities in our
justice system. At the core of that effort, Common Justice aims to
address not only the racial disparities in who is convicted of
crime, but of those harmed by crime. Sered highlights these
problems in a report, Young Men of Color and the Other Side of
Harm: Addressing Disparities in Our Responses to Violence.

© Ph ot ogr aph er Nam e

?The challenges facing young men of color have moved to the
forefront of public discourse on equity and opportunity? Still
missing, however, is recognition that these young men are also
disproportionately victims of crime and violence? Addressing
these disparities also requires recasting a persistent and
pervasive narrative that over-represents young men of color as
aggressors or criminals.?
The program Sered directs focuses on violent crimes like assault
and robbery but will only move forward if the victim wants to
participate. The victim's needs are identified and addressed in a
circle process like the circles traditionally used in restorative or
participatory justice. Common Justice?s inspiring work can help us
envision new ways of addressing crime and violence in our own
communities.
Learn more on the Vera Institutes website or visit their new
project Healing Works. ?The first national learning collaborative
for people working with young men of color who have been
harmed by crime and violence.?
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Job Post in g: Cir cles
Coor din at or f or Wash in gt on
Cou n t y
Join a team operating Oregon?s
Circles of Support &
Accountability (CoSA), an
Ecumenical Ministries program,
with a focus on community and
clients across Washington
County.
See EMO's w ebsit e for more
details. Applications due
September 14.

RESOLVE: RJ Facilit at or
Tr ain in g
Join a 4-day intensive training to
develop skills in conference and
dialogue facilitation within school
and criminal justice settings.
October 6,7,13,14
Contact RESOLVE to register

CALL FOR PRESENTERS
Nat r on a Cou n t y Rest or at ive Ju st ice

RNW Un der st an din g
Racism : Six Week Dialogu e

Rest or at ive Ju st ice Sym posiu m 2017

The Community Dialogue
purpose is to promote racial
reconciliation and justice through
honest dialogue and education.

Wyoming?s Introduction to a
New Frontier

September 14 to October 19th,
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to
8:00 pm.

RNW Rest or at ive Dialogu e
Volu n t eer Facilit at or
Tr ain in g
Restorative Dialogue is a
voluntary process that provides
victims, youth offenders, and
community members the
opportunity to come face-to-face
to address harm.
September 30, October 1, 7, 8
To apply contact :
Resolu t ion s Nor t h w est

RJCO Coor din at in g
Com m it t ee: Call f or
Applicat ion s
The RJCO Coordinating
Committee has four seats
currently open or up for
reelection. If you want to have a
critical role in the coordination of
the Coalition, click h er e.

M ar ch 15t h & 16t h , 2017
Ram k ot a Hot el & Con f er en ce
Cen t er , Casper , Wyom in g
NCRJseeks diverse sessions that will be
attractive to a wide range of
stakeholders. Parties interested in
presenting need to complete the ?Call
for Presenters?form for which the
deadlin e is Oct ober 15, 2016. All
proposals must be submitted via em ail.
AREAS OF INTEREST:
1) An introduction to RJ
2) RJand schools
3) RJand victim services: possibly
specifically with regard to victim
offender dialogue
4) RJand law enforcement
5) RJfor government leaders: legislation
and policy, a new way of doing business
6) RJand probation / courts: to include
its use in diversion programs
7) RJin prisons and as a re-entry tool
8) Current trends in the U.S.
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