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To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	
I	am	pleased	to	submit	this	letter	on	behalf	of	Oregon	Abuse	Advocates	and	Survivors	in	Service	
(OAASIS)	in	support	of	Partnership	for	Safety	and	Justice’s	(PSJ’s)	participation	in	RJCO.		
	
OAASIS	is	building	a	movement	that	empowers	communities	to	prevent	child	sexual	abuse	and	help	
survivors	live	full,	healthy,	joyful	lives.	We	are	working	towards	a	future	where	all	people	experience	a	
loving	childhood	free	of	abuse	and	trauma;	all	relationships	are	based	on	equity	and	respect;	and	all	
people	who	have	been	sexually	abused	are	supported	to	heal.	For	years,	PSJ	has	been	a	valuable	
partner	in	the	legislative	aspects	of	our	work.	
	
PSJ	is	in	a	strong	position	to	help	RJCO	promote	and	support	restorative	justice	principles	and	practices	
in	Oregon.	PSJ’s	policy	advocacy	framework	of	working	with	(and	on	behalf	of)	survivors	of	crime,	
people	convicted	of	crime,	and	the	families	of	each	is	essentially	an	expression	of	restorative	justice	
principles	in	the	policy	and	political	realm.	The	legislature	is	a	venue	where	restorative	justice	
principles	are	rarely	heard—and	are	sorely	needed.	In	this	time	of	increased	polarization	in	our	
culture’s	political	beliefs	and	rhetoric,	having	a	restorative	voice	in	the	legislature	can	help	shift	away	
from	an	“us	vs.	them”	mentality.	PSJ’s	close	proximity	to	the	legislature	is	also	key	to	advancing	
legislation	and	structures	that	support,	expand,	and	fund	restorative	justice	programs	in	communities	
throughout	Oregon.	
	
PSJ’s	Crime	Survivors	Program	offers	a	robust	voice	for	marginalized	victims	of	crime	in	Oregon.	Amy	
Davidson,	PSJ’s	Crime	Survivors	Program	Director,	brings	a	strong	survivor	voice	to	the	table.	Her	
decades	of	experience	working	with	survivors	are	an	asset	to	any	restorative	justice	program	that	
wants	to	provide	a	survivor-centered,	balanced	perspective.	
	
Thank	you	for	considering	PSJ’s	application	to	RJCO.	Please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	at	
kerry@oaasisoregon.org	if	you	have	any	questions.	
	
Warmly,	
	
Kerry	Naughton	
Executive	Director	
	
	
	
	



 
 
 
October 9, 2017 
 
To the RJCO Coordinating Committee: 
 
I am writing to support the application of Amy Davidson from Partnership for Safety 
and Justice (PSJ) and highly recommend her to be a member of the RJCO 
Coordinating Committee.  I have worked closely with Amy since she became the 
Crime Survivor Program Director at PSJ and am beyond impressed with her passion 
and clarity for advancing the needs of crime survivors in Oregon. 
 
Given that RJ continues to be challenged to meet the needs of victims and survivors 
of crime because of the entrenched offender focus of systems of justice, it is 
extremely important to have members of RJCO aware and educated about how to 
bring more victim/survivor sensitivity to policies, practices and programs.  Amy will 
be instrumental in filling this need for the RJCO Coordinating Committee. 
 
As RJCO is the body that is tending to all that revolves around delivering restorative 
practices it is imperative from my perspective that there be survivor voice at the 
table…and in particular Amy’s voice.  I have witnessed her being able to articulate 
issues…raise important questions…implement racial equity into processes that need 
to include the perspectives of people of color… She is someone who very much 
walks her talk and would bring that same energy to the important work of RJCO. 
 
I also believe because PSJ is involved in policy reform and working with the 
legislature, that there may be opportunities for RJ to be elevated from this 
connection between Amy and RJCO.   
 
RJCO would be lucky to have Amy at the table.  As a member of RJCO I would feel a 
huge relief in knowing that victim/survivor needs will be well represented by her…I 
myself am unable to devote the time and energy to participate as fully, and am 
grateful that she can.  I hope you strongly consider her application.   
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Mary Zinkin, Ph.D. 
Executive Director  
Center for Trauma Support Services 
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