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Parents! Welcome to summer! For many of you, the next few months will be filled
with travel, adventure and increased opportunities to spend time together
as a family. As you begin to think about and plan how you will spend the
next few months, we’d like to present you with this guide. Along with our
Kids Weekly guides, this is a family resource that gives you ideas on how to
be intentional with the time you spend together this summer. We love you
and hope you create time and capture moments as a family this summer!

Hide It In Your Hearts
Grab the latest Kids Weekly guide and find this month's Scripture Memory.

As a family, get creative with the ways you learn our MVOTM this summer. Below
are a few examples of activities you can do: 

Sidewalk chalk. Use sidewalk chalk to write the MVOTM on your sidewalk or driveway.
Practice with your kids by leaving blanks for them to fill in. 

Make a placemat. Using construction paper, cardstock or poster board, have each
person create a placemat with the MVOTM on it. Use the placemats at meal times and
review the MVOTM together. 

Draw in shaving cream. Give everyone a blob of shaving cream to spread out and let
them use their fingers to write the MVOTM in it. Be careful to do this activity on a
countertop, cookie sheet, or comparable surface that will be unharmed by shaving
cream. 

Draw it on a mirror. Use dry erase markers or bath crayons to write the MVOTM on
your bathroom mirror. Read the verse out loud each time you brush your teeth. 

Make up a song. Use the words of the verse to create a song. You can either make up a
brand new melody or simply change the words of a song you already know. 

Do the motions. Do the MVOTM motions you learned on Sunday or make up your own.

Funny accents. Repeat the verse using different accents. Examples include British,
French, robot, Cajun, Western, etc. 

 



Make Memories
The following activities help your family create time and capture moments

together: 

Host a “Christmas in July” party. Have everyone wear funny Christmas accessories
or clothes, decorate your house, make cookies, serve hot chocolate, etc. As people
are gathered, read through the Christmas narrative (Matt. 1:18-2:12, Luke 2:1-20)
and thank God for His faithfulness in sending Jesus as the Promised Savior. 
Pull out or make a nativity scene. Put all of the pieces in their correct place as you
read through the Christmas narrative. 
Put the name of each family member in a hat. Have each person draw a name and
create a homemade present to exchange on July 25. As you open presents, talk
about the generosity of God in giving His only Son to die in the place of sinners. 

Make a summer memory jar. Keep track of all the fun and significant things that
happen this summer by making a Summer Memory Jar. Put an empty jar or container
in a central location in your house. Put small strips of paper and pens next to it.
Throughout the course of the summer, write down memories you make as a family—
funny things you say, hard lessons you learn, trips you take, people you meet, fears you
overcome, etc. Then, at the end of the summer, spend time remembering and
celebrating the things you learned and did. As a family, dump out your Summer
Memory Jar and read through your memories together. As you remember, praise God
for His goodness to your family through both the sweet and bitter providences of the
past few months. 

Celebrate Christmas in July. As a family, remember and celebrate the coming of Jesus
by setting aside July 25 as “Christmas in July.” Here are a few ideas on how to mark this
special occasion: 

Create. God is creative. You can see this in the variety of colors, textures, shapes and
sounds that are present in creation. Being creative is one of the ways people are like
God. Cultivate and express your creativity by making your own art exhibit. Look for
things you already have around the house that can be transformed into art—dried
pasta, cereal, newspaper, paper towel tubes, yarn, empty jars—along with normal art
supplies. Use these materials to create works of art. Name each piece and hang them
in your home, creating your own art installation. 



Make Memories
The following activities help your family create time and capture moments

together: 

DAY 1 (Day and Night): Find an animal that is nocturnal. Talk about how God made
light and separated the light and darkness. The light was called “day,” and the
darkness was called “night.” 
DAY 2 (Sky): Find an animal that can fly. Talk about how God made the sky. 
DAY 3 (Oceans, Dry Land, and Plants): Find three different plants. Talk about how
God made the sea and the land. Talk about how God made plants grow from the
ground. 
DAY 4 (Sun, Moon, Planets and Stars): Find a plant that needs lots of sunlight. Find a
plant that doesn’t need lots of sunlight. Talk about how God made the sun, moon
and stars. 
DAY 5 (Birds and Sea Creatures): Find an animal that lives underwater. Talk about
how God made the fish of the sea and the birds of the sky. 
DAY 6 (Land Animals and People): Find an animal that lives on the ground or under
it. Talk about how God made the animals. 
DAY 7 (Rest): Find a place to rest and talk over the questions below:

What was your favorite animal or plant? 
Who made that animal or plant? 
What was the strangest thing you saw? 
Who is the Creator of that thing? 
Who made it possible for sinners to know and have a relationship with the
Creator God? How did He do that? 
Think about the creativity and power that God displayed in making everything.
What is the right response to God as you enjoy His creation? 

Creation Scavenger Hunt. Make a trip to the zoo or aquarium. As you do, read Genesis
1 and talk about each day of creation. While on your outing, look for each of the things
on the following list: 

From A to Z. As you travel, play the Alphabet Game. Let each person take a turn looking
for a letter of the alphabet on signs or license plates you see as you drive. The first
person finds an “A,” the second a “B” and so on until you’ve found all 26 letters. After
each turn, name one thing you can thank God for that starts with that letter. 



Make Memories
The following activities help your family create time and capture moments

together: 

Are there any words in these verses that you do not recognize or understand? 
What are some things you worry about? 
What does Jesus tell you not to do? What does He say to do instead? 
How does God take care of birds? How does He take care of the grass, flowers and
trees you see around you? 
If God takes care of these parts of creation, how does He take care of His children? 
How does trusting that truth help you to not worry? What do you know about God
that gives you confidence that He will always provide? 

Consider the birds. Go feed the ducks. As you do, take notice of the plants, animals and
other birds around you. Talk together about how God always takes care of and
provides for His children. Read together Matthew 6:25-34 and discuss:

Spend time in prayer together. Confess places of fear or worry and ask God to help you
trust Him.

When I Was A Child. Have each person in your family share a favorite childhood
memory. Talk about how things have changed as each person has gotten older. Then
talk together about Hebrews 13:8, God’s unchanging nature and why it is such good
news that God never changes. 

Listen and Imagine. During a family road trip, listen to an audiobook together. Along
the way, push pause and talk about what each person thinks of the story so far. Listen
for ways that the story reminds you of the gospel. You can borrow audiobooks from
your library or download great classics for free at www.loyalbooks.com. 

Postcard Prayers. As you travel, collect postcards from the places you visit. On each
postcard, write a prayer to God thanking Him for where you are and the great things
you’ve experienced and seen. Praise Him for being the Creator who made all the things
you delight in. When you return home, put these postcards in your Summer Memory
Jar.



Mission Minded
The following activities help your family live on mission and join in God's rescue

story in your neighborhood and throughout the nations: 

Popsicle Prayers. As a family, spend time praying for your friends, family, teachers, and
neighbors. Write each person's name (you could also include a picture) on a Popsicle
stick and put all the sticks in a can or container. Set a time during the week to pray for
them, drawing two or three sticks out of the can. Write a note of encouragement or
gratitude to them after you pray and mail it to them.

Ice Cream Opportunities. If the ice cream truck consistently visits your neighborhood,
use that as an opportunity to meet and talk with your neighbors. Your family can show
God’s generosity by saving money each week to buy an ice cream for someone who
lives near you. Another option would be to visit the same snow cone stand or ice cream
shop throughout the summer. Invite your friends and neighbors to go with you and be
intentional about getting to know the people who work there. Read the following
Scriptures and talk together about God’s purpose for you in your neighborhood and
community: Matthew 28:18-20, John 13:34-35, Acts 17:26-27. 

Loving Others at the Library. The library is a great place to spend time during the
summer. Plan to take your trips to the library on the same day and at the same time
each week. Be intentional about getting to know the library staff. Before each trip, think
of a way you could bless or encourage them. Read the following Scriptures and talk
together about God’s purpose for you in your community: Matthew 28:18-20, John
13:34-35, Acts 17:26-27. 

Give. As you get ready to head back to school, clean out your closets, drawers, etc.
Donate clothes and toys that you no longer use. In addition to giving away what’s old
and no longer needed, have each person pick one thing they love to give away as well.
Use this as an opportunity to talk about what it means to sacrifice something. How
does your experience in giving away something you love affect the way you think about
the Father’s sacrifice of Jesus in your place? 



Mission Minded
The following activities help your family live on mission and join in God's rescue

story in your neighborhood and throughout the nations: 

Taste the Nations. Find a recipe from a different country or go to a restaurant that
serves ethnic food. Before your meal, use www.operationworld.org to research that
country or part of the world. Talk about what you learned as you eat, as well as the
sights, smells, tastes and textures of your meal and experiences that might be
unfamiliar. After dinner, spend time praying for both the church and unbelievers who
live in that part of the world. 

Chalk the Block. Think of people who live near you to encourage. With sidewalk chalk in
hand, visit each person’s house. Write a note or draw a picture on their sidewalk so
when they, along with their neighbors, go outside the next day, they will see your act of
kindness. When you return home, pray that those who read your messages will know
the unfailing love of God.  *Grownups, please use discretion during this activity. Check
your local codes and ordinances and make sure the people you choose will be blessed
by it and not see it as vandalism. 

Share Good News. Spend time talking as a family about the gospel. Give each person
the opportunity to talk about who first shared Jesus with them. Make a list of people
who do not yet know Jesus whom your family can pray for and share the gospel with. 

Encourage Others. Redeem time in the car or on the plane by writing a note of
encouragement to someone you know. You can also spend time encouraging one
another as you drive or fly together. 

Arrivals and Departures. If you’re traveling by plane and have extra time at the airport,
look at the list of arrivals and departures. See if you can name which state or country
each city is in. Talk about any interesting facts you know about those places. As you do,
consider how great and mighty God is that He has authority over every state, country
and person in the whole world. 



Observe the Occasion
Use the following activities to reclaim "national holidays" this summer:

Remind your kids that being a follower of Jesus is more than just reading and listening to His
Word. What does it mean to be a doer of God’s Word and reflect Jesus to others? 
Ask each family member to think about one simple way they would like to grow to reflect
God’s Word better this summer. (Examples: Be kind to siblings, serve neighbors, pray for
others more, learn a memory verse, etc.) 
Come up with one or two goals you want to set as a family that will help you grow in your
relationship with God this summer. (Examples: Read the Bible together daily, pray for different
neighbors or friends each day, memorize a passage of Scripture together, etc.) 
Write your goal(s) down in a place you can refer to often and encourage each other as you see
yourselves grow to be a clearer reflection of God and His Word over the summer. Pray and ask
God to help you grow in these ways over the summer. 

Talk about how you felt when you were able to serve your neighbors. Did you have fun getting
to lend a hand? Pray and thank God for the opportunities He gave you to serve others. 
When we serve others, how are we following Jesus’ example? How was He the greatest
servant? (Hint: Read Mark 10:45 and John 3:16.) 
Brainstorm a list of ways your family can follow Jesus and serve others by offering a helping
hand at home, with friends, or wherever you might go this week. 
Help each person choose one or two specific ways they can serve others around them over
the next few weeks. Make a list and encourage each other as you see them serving in these
ways.

National Selfie Day | June 21. Gather your family together, grab a picnic basket, and head outside
to a park, lake, or even your own backyard. Let each person choose a different pose or face for
everyone to make in a family selfie. As you are laughing at how funny each of the pictures are,
take some time to read James 1:19-25 as a family. Just as a selfie is a picture showing a reflection
of what you are doing, God has called us to reflect His ways and His Word to the world around us.
Discuss:

National Handshake Day | June 30. Visit five different neighbors and wish them a happy
Handshake Day. Come up with a fun and unique handshake to do together. Ask them if there is
any way you can give them a “hand” and help them out. (Examples: Take out the trash, wash
windows, clean up their yard, walk their dog, wash their car, etc.) Then, read Matthew 20:25-28 as
a family and discuss:



Observe the Occasion
Use the following activities to reclaim "national holidays" this summer:

After everyone has created their artwork, take some time to talk about what it means to be God’s
masterpieces. Everything about the way you look, your talents, and your abilities are gifts from
God. He created each person uniquely, and He loves everyone more than we could understand. 
Give everyone a chance to share their favorite thing about everyone else. It could be something
physical, something about their personality, or a special talent they have. 
Next, have each person share one of their favorite things about him or herself. 
Close out your time together by praying and thanking God for how He created all of you as His
masterpieces. 

Stay in your pajamas longer than normal
Invite each person to choose a “simple” activity to do as a group (Examples: Read a book aloud,   
 play a game, tell silly stories or jokes, color a picture, etc.) 
Make a blanket or pillow fort and take a nap
Put away your electronics and unplug from social media
Leave the time unscheduled with no places to be 
Eat simple meals that do not require much preparation 

Ask your kids if they know what it means to be weary. Talk about ways you can feel weary at times.
Talk about how this simple time gives us physical rest and relaxation, but we will get tired again. 
Jesus gives us the ultimate rest and true peace as we trust Him and give Him our burdens, worries,
and hard situations.
Ask your kids if there is anything that worries, discourages, or scares them. Pray together about
what they shared. Ask God to help you trust Him and rest in the Big Truth that God is in charge of
everything.

National Macaroni Day | July 7. Make macaroni art to celebrate National Macaroni Day! Get some dry
macaroni, paper, glue, and any other craft supplies you might have on hand. You can choose to have a
theme for everyone to follow or let them come up with their own ideas. Allow everyone to be as
creative as they want and encourage them as they work on their masterpieces. Then, read Psalm
139:1-14 as a family and discuss:

National Simplicity Day | June 21. Whether you have an hour, an evening, or a full day, put aside your
“to do” lists and get ready to rest and connect with your family. Here are some ways to keep your time
SIMPLE for National Simplicity Day: 

 Then, read Matthew 11:28-30 as a family and discuss:



Observe the Occasion
Use the following activities to reclaim "national holidays" this summer:

After your cookout, ask your kids what their favorite part of the time was. Ask them if they think it
would have been as fun if they were doing all of those things by themselves. 
God does not want us to try and do everything on our own. He gives us other people in our lives so
we can encourage and support each other. When we live in community with others, we can help
each other when life is hard, and we can celebrate with each other when good things happen. 
Talk about ways your friends and community have helped and encouraged you. How have you
helped and encouraged them? 
Pray and thank God for the people who are there for you and your family through the good and the
hard times. 

Hot Fudge. This represents sin. Our hearts are sick with sin. All of us are sinners because we think,
say, and do things that do not please or honor God. Read Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:23.
Strawberry Jam. This is for the blood of Jesus. He died on the cross to pay for our sin and came
back to life three days later, defeating sin and death. Read Romans 5:8.
Whipped Cream. This stands for forgiveness. When we love and trust Jesus by believing He is who
He says He is and accept His free gift of forgiveness for our sins, He makes our hearts clean like
white snow... or whipped cream! Read Acts 3:19 and Isaiah 1:18b.
Sprinkles. These remind us to celebrate our new lives! When we are forgiven, God gives us eternal
life with Him. We will get to celebrate and worship Him forever! Read 2 Corinthians 5:17.

National Hot Dog Day | July 20. Enjoy time grilling and playing with friends and family this week. Invite
over your community group or neighbors for a hot dog cookout with all the fixings. Play yard games
such as kickball, washers, horseshoes, or pickleball and cool off with some popsicles afterwards. Then,
read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 and 1 John 4:7-11 as a family and discuss:

National Hot Fudge Sundae Day | July 25. Learn how to share the gospel while making hot fudge
sundaes! You will need your favorite flavor of ice cream, hot fudge, strawberry jam, whipped
cream, sprinkles, bowls, and spoons. Talk through the ingredients, what they represent in the gospel,
and the verses that go with each one. You can either talk about everything ahead of time or explain
each part while you are building your sundaes.



Observe the Occasion
Use the following activities to reclaim "national holidays" this summer:

Ask your kids how other people have encouraged or served them. How did it make them feel
knowing someone cared about them? 
There are a lot of different ways you can serve others, whether they are near or far from you.
Based on Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, what are some ways he encourages believers to
serve and interact with each other? 
Celebrate both big and small ways you have seen the people in your family love and serve others
this summer. 
Pray together and ask God to help you see ways you can encourage and serve other people this
week. 

Give everyone a chance to share their favorite memory from the summer. What do they hope you
will do again next year? 
If you made any family goals at the start of summer, celebrate the ones that you were able to
accomplish. Encourage each person with how you have seen them grow, play, serve, and rest this
summer. 
If your kids are going to school, ask them what they are looking forward to the most. Is there
anything they are nervous or anxious about? 
Take time to thank God for the summer He gave your family. Pray about anything challenging your
family is facing and the things your kids shared about the upcoming school year. Thank God for
being all-powerful, faithful, loving, and good in every situation. 

National Coloring Book Day |August 2. Break out your coloring books, crayons, markers, and colored
pencils. Think about some people you know who need to be encouraged and serve them by using your
creative skills. Make cards, color pictures, and write notes for them. Everyone loves to receive
personalized letters in the mail! Be sure to pray for each person as you are putting everything into
envelopes and getting the cards ready to send. Then, read 1 Thessalonians 5:9-18 as a family and
discuss:

National Son & Daughter Day | August 11. As summer nears its end, be sure to take advantage of the
time remaining and get some extra rest before school starts. Plan an indoor picnic to celebrate
National Son & Daughter Day. Clear a space inside, set up blankets and pillows on the floor, and use a
picnic basket if you have one. Let your kids choose some of their favorite foods and drinks to have at
your picnic. After you have eaten, read Philippians 4: 4-9 and talk through some of the points below. 



On-Campus Events 
In addition to our regular ministry environments, there are several special events on
our church campus just for kids this summer. These on-campus events are designed
to help kids experience God's ways and explore God's Word through creative
storytelling and engaging interactions. Invite your friends, find more information, and
register for these events at www.mayfieldroad.org/events.

Off-Campus Events
Off-campus events throughout the summer allow kids to leave their normal routines
and encounter unique opportunities and experiences with the goal of spiritual
formation and growth. Our staff team understands the anxiety which may come with
such events. Please contact the Church Office for tools to best prepare your family for
these events. For more information and to register for our summer camps, please
contact the Church Office.

Summer Milestones
Milestones encourage families to make and mark
significant milestones within the life of the family.

Your family may experience one of these
milestones this summer.

More Family Resources
Additional tools to help your family
learn, love, and live God's Story are

available at bit.ly/mrbcfamily.


