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Dear congregation, 
 
What a wonderful service to celebrate the gifts of God’s children to our congregation and to hear their 
parents express prayers and desires and dreams for their little ones! Thank you to Bethany Miller, 
Minister of Children for her role in preparing for the day and walking us through it. The message focused 
on I Corinthians 3-9, as we continue our journey through our series on Jesus the Messiah. Key points 
included: 
 
First, Paul chides the Corinthian church for their spiritual immaturity that is evidenced through their 
conflicts over who are the most important leaders of the church. Paul has no tolerance for anything that 
demotes the Messiah as Lord. It’s not about Paul, or Apollos or Peter says Paul. It’s all about the Messiah 
and the freedom from death and Satan and hell and destruction that the Messiah’s resurrection has 
brought.  
 
Second, we are God’s temple--the temple where heaven meets earth through the Messiah who lives 

within us. Paul is deeply concerned about the attitudes and behaviors of the Corinthians in regard to 

their sexual lives, not because Paul was so preoccupied with sex but because the Corinthian culture was 

so pre-occupied with sex. In Corinth, sex and pagan religious practices, often at the temples of these 

gods and goddesses went hand in hand. The demonic powers had integrated and perverted the gift of 

sex and sexuality. While Paul tolerated differences of perspective on food offered to idols, circumcision, 

and more—he consistently has no tolerance for sexual sin of any kind. Why? Because our bodies are 

now the temple where heaven meets earth and in which the Holy Spirit dwells. When the Corinthians 

crossed the threshold into the Kingdom culture, they made a commitment to honor God’s order and 

design for sexual intimacy to be contained within boundaries of marriage between a husband and wife.   

Paul raises the level of sexual sin above other sins. Why? Because historically they have been identified 

with the gods of this world and idol worship, but if we are now set apart from that world as the temple 

of the Holy Spirit, then the last thing we should be doing is going back to the pagan temples where we 

came from and engaging in the sexual sins of those who are not yet Messiah followers. And the last 

place we should be looking for direction for our sexual lives if from the culture around us that is as 

pagan as was that of Corinth. And I reminded parents that is also their responsibility parents to teach 

their children in a confused culture what it means to be a man and what it means to be a woman and 

that there remains a difference embedded in the creation of male and female. Again, looking to our 

culture for definitions of male and female is looking in the wrong place.  

Finally, I noted that both Paul and Jesus elevated women and the worth and value of women much 

more than their cultures did and that he identifies at least 13 women who were important to his 

ministry. Why? Because the apostolic mission is about “all hands being on deck” to carry out the mission 

of God to a broken and dying world.  

I closed with these words to parents: Parents, you are creating and reinforcing Kingdom culture in your 

homes. Your homes are little islands of the Messiah’s Kingdom. Your homes are where your children are 

taught how to live in a pagan culture. Your homes are where your children are prepared to differentiate 

themselves from a world that would define them by standards that belong to the principalities and 

powers. Your homes, parents, are little churches and you are the apostles, prophets, evangelists, 

teachers, and shepherds in your home.  
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Next Sunday I will be preaching the message that is scheduled in the series booklet for November 24, so 

we are making a switch. The Scriptures for this week are those listed in the booklet for November 17. 

Danwe N. and I switched Sundays—so he will preach on November 24. 

May the Lord bless and keep you and give you His peace as you are on mission with him this week and 

as we are on mission together. 

Conrad Kanagy, Lead Minister 

P.S. I am attaching a note to the church from Gabe C., who is with YWAM in Australia. 


