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Dear congregation, 
Greetings in the name of the One who loves us, accepts us without shaming us, but whose  love means 
that He keeps working on us to bring about the transformation he desires so that we live fully as we 
were created to be! Yesterday we began the Spring sermon series entitled “The Storm-tossed Family” 
building upon a book of the same title written by Russell Moore of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Moore holds the cross at the center of family life and reveals to us in a powerful way the relevance of 
the crucified Christ that Paul proclaimed so faithfully as he marched across Asia and Europe.  A number 
of you have asked for an 8.00 copy of the book and I will bring these to church on Sunday. The book is 
also available on Kindle for less than  $7.00 (thanks to Iris M. for this information). 
 
Several key thoughts from yesterday’s message: 

 The wonderful thing about the cross, if we take it seriously, is that it reveals that we are 
broken—every one of us and every family system that we are part of. There is no use covering 
up the garbage folks because it is there and will eventually be revealed. But again, the 
wonderful reality of the cross of Christ is that Christ has overcome the dark powers in our 
marriages, families and homes also, and just waits for us to come to him for redemption and 
salvation and healing and wholeness.  

 Marriage and family was the original social structure that God created to house us and to 
provide safety and security for us; to create boundaries for our lives, and to create a structure 
by which the next generation would be discipled to follow God’s way. Marriage and family were 
not a free for all but there were rules and expectations for that first family including not eating 
from the tree of good and evil. The rebellion against the author of those rules that brought life 
resulted in shame as we became aware of our nakedness and our vulnerability. While family 
had been the structure for our safety and security, it suddenly became the place where we 
experienced shame and became aware of how vulnerable we are. No one has more power over 
us than our families that we grow up in—and that power is a power to show us love or to 
wound us.  

 Because our identity as members of our earthly families and as children of earthly parents will 
always be mixed with the brokenness that we can never fully escape in this life, we will always 
remain vulnerable to the pain of these family relationships. But because of the cross we are 
invited into a relationship with God in which nothing says Paul can ever separate us—not death, 
life, angels, demons, present, future, any powers, height, depth, or anything else in all creation 
(and we might as well add our family tree and our family relationships)—from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
The Psalm of the Week is Psalm 93 and the weekly Scriptures are below: 
Monday: Mark 1 
Tuesday: John 1 
Wednesday: Luke 5 
Thursday: Luke 10 
Friday: Hebrews 1 
Saturday: I John 4 
Sunday: Isaiah 42 
 
We also had a wonderful time of sharing about how we have experienced God at work in our lives—with 
some reflecting on last week’s prayer and anointing service and their experience of that service and 
since. The morning had a sense of freedom and release as we worshipped, prayed, heard God’s word to 
us, and responded with joy! 
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May God strengthen you with his power and may you know the most incredible love that He has for 
you—child of God and one of his saints! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Conrad 
 
P.S. I am attaching an electronic version of the study guide questions that were in the bulletin yesterday. 


