
SETTING 
Post-Solomon Kingdom 
 
CHARACTERS 
Rehoboam & Jeroboam 
 
POINT OF VIEW 
Upper Story/Lower Story 
 
PLOT (1 Kings 12) 
Conflict occurs between Rehoboam & Jeroboam 
 
RESOLUTION 
Two Kingdoms 
 
THEME 
Upper Story: God has a plan to get us back 
   God keeps His promises 
Lower Story: The ripple effect of our decisions 

Questions for the Week 
 

Big Idea: There is nothing civil about a civil war.  
 

Key Verse: 1 Kings 12:4 
“Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh labor and the heavy 
yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.”  
 
 
When Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, was faced with a decision about the 
heavy taxes he was placing on the people, he sought two sources of in-
put (1 Kings 12:1-11). What was each source and how did their advice 
conflict? Why do you think the advice was so radically different? 
 
What caused the kingdom of Israel to be divided? 
 
How did Rehoboam and Jeroboam both make mistakes? 
 
What observations do you make about God’s character and what is 
important to God, based on this chapter? 
 
Many biblical examples show us that a house divided will fall.  
What practical things can we do to bring peace in our family and with-
in our homes? 
 
The Church has had its own share of civil wars and divisions  
throughout the centuries. What can you do to seek peace and  
harmony in your local church? 
 
Whenever Israel was fully devoted to God, they were strong and    
prospered; but when they divided their loyalty with other gods or inter-
ests, they were weakened. How do you see this statement alive in this 
chapter of THE STORY? Your life? The life of the church? 
Why is it important to always remain loyal to God? 
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A Kingdom Torn in Two 
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