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Refocus :: Week 5 :: Sermon Notes 
“Parenting Faithfully”

January 31,2021  
Pastor Chad Zueck

Previous Bottom Lines from this series:  

Faith is founded in a life connected to God.

Faithfulness is refined in the quarry of life’s testing.  


Faithfulness shapes morality. 

Faithfulness always requires us to either push through or pull back. 


Living in faithfulness to God bears out in how you parent your child. 


How does a faithful follower of Jesus parent their child?


Disobedience at home leads to disrespect and distrust for authority later in life. 


“There is no such thing as bad children. There are just bad parents.” 


Three ways in which children rebel:  
Disobedience


Disrespect

Distrust


Main Passage 
Proverbs 16:28  

Supporting Passages 
Matthew 5:43-48, James 3:5-6, Proverbs 26:22, Deuteronomy 1:26-28, Luke 6:43-45, 
Proverbs 26:20-22 

Disciples of Jesus are to judge one another with right judgment and scriptural discernment. 

Relational resilience is the capacity to keep committed and recover quickly from relational 
stress, frustrations and letdowns. Relational resilience is the ability to connect, 
reconnect, and/or resist disconnection from other people.

Steadfast :: Week 2 :: Sermon Notes 
“Boredom and Bitterness had a 
Baby and Named it Gossip”

April 18, 2021



Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a 
great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the 
parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is 
itself set on fire by hell.  

James 3:5-6, NIV84 

Whomever gossips with you will probably gossip about you. 

“One who gossips carries boredom in one hand and bitterness in the other.”  

The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man’s inmost parts. 
Proverbs 26:22, NIV84 

In social science, gossip usually is defined as communication about a person who isn’t present 
in a way that involves evaluation of that person.  

Curiosity, Exaggerations, embellishments, and speculations all fuel gossip.  

Why do people gossip? 
•To feel superior 
•To feel in control 
•Out of boredom 
•To feel connected 
•To be attention 
•Out of anger/unhappiness 

Gossip dehumanizes in order to paint a false caricature of the person.  

Gossip is a weapon against our neighbor when we ought to love our neighbor. 



Gossip - to make complaining remarks or noises under one’s breath. 


A person can grumble or gossip against God.  

Gossip comes from the heart and often stems from a hurt.  

A person can gossip against anyone (even people we don’t even know). 

Social media moguls have developed systems to manipulate your emotions, polarize people, and 
spread misinformation and gossip. 

Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down.  

Proverbs 26:20, NIV84 

Call gossip evil because it is.  

Be less concerned with the sins of another and more concerned with the sin in you.  

Don’t grumble or gossip.  

Confess your sins to God.  

Confess your sins to one another.  

Honor one another with words of blessing and affirmation.  


