
Main Passage 
Exodus 32:1-10, 1 Corinthians 14:26, Colossians 3:16–17, Psalm 150:1-6, Psalm 33:3, 

Matthew 15:8 

We believe that as followers of Jesus, we should devote our lives to Being with Jesus, becoming like 
Jesus and doing what Jesus did.  

When worship goes right everything goes right, but when worship goes wrong it’s all downhill from 
there. 

“Are we becoming people that worship the living God or are we becoming people that worship 
“worship”?” 
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4.takeaways to help us frame our understanding of worship: 

1. Worship as a gift to build the body up 

26 What then, brothers and sisters? Whenever you come together, each one has a hymn, a 
teaching, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Everything is to be done for building up.  
1 Corinthians 14:26 

2. Worship is supposed to be a big part of your life 

16 Let the word of Christ dwell richly among you, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing to God with gratitude in your 
hearts. 17 And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Colossians 3:16–17 

3.We should worship with loud instruments and dancing 

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! Praise him for his 
mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness! Praise him with trumpet sound; 
praise him with lute and harp! Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings 
and pipe! Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! ...  
Psalm 150:1-6  

4.We should worship with excellence 

Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. Psalm 33:3  

’These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Matthew 15:8 

“Pure worship will always be the most powerful kind and expose all lesser offerings.” Jeremy Riddle 

“How do you recover something’s original vibrancy and power? You often have to reduce it back to its 
raw organic beginnings. One of the most beautiful things you will discover in this reduction process is 
that the power of worship isn’t connected to any of the trappings we surround it with, and it doesn’t 
stem from any of the things we typically add to it…. Worship will never get more powerful the more 
things you add to it because its power has never flowed from its form. Its power has always flowed from 
his presence.” Jeremy Riddle, The Reset 

Good spiritual leaders don’t ask themselves what pleases the people. They are after what pleases the 
Father. 



“God is actively seeking worshipers.” Richard Foster 

23 But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and 
in truth. Yes, the Father wants such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in Spirit and in truth.” John 4:23 

God wants his people to worship him in spirit and in truth.  

If Jesus is Lord of our lives, then worship must have priority in our lives.  

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength.” Mark 12:30 

It is as if God is saying, “I want the hearts of my people back!” And if we love to go where God is going 
and do what God is doing, we will move into deeper, more authentic worship. Richard Foster 

We have a problem when our focus is on the gifts and not the giver.  

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and signs were being performed through the 
apostles. 44 Now all the believers were together and held all things in common. 45 They sold their 
possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Every day they 
devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple, and broke bread from house to house. They ate 
their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Every 
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. Acts 2:42 


