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Welcome! 

On behalf of our church family, I want to welcome you! 

We believe that choosing a church home is an important decision and 
one that should be made prayerfully. Starting Points is your opportunity 
to receive information about The Brook Church and the kind of spiritual 
family we share.

God continues to bring people to join us ON MISSION. While we’re excited about growth, what’s 
really thrilling is the kind of people God is bringing. People just like us who have a desire for church 
to be more than something people attend— instead, a place of growth, service and relationships in 
a spiritual family. It is our desire to be a unique expression of Christ in NW Houston that is used by 
God to make a genuine di�erence in the lives of people.

Upon reading this material, if you need more details or clarification, please let us know.

If you believe that The Brook is the church for you and you desire to partner with us ON MISSION 
by becoming a church member, a new member orientation class will be held soon. It is required for 
everyone seeking church membership.

I hope that our church becomes the place for you and yours to grow and belong. I am honored by 
your presence at this gathering and would be glad to personally assist you in any way possible.

Mike Ayers
Pastor



TABLE OF CONTENTS

SECTION ONE: OUR STORY ............................................................................... 01
  •  Our Story 
  •  Our Vision
  •  Our Mission
  •  Our Values 

SECTION TWO: OUR STATEMENTS ................................................................... 11
  •  Statments on Salvation
  •  Statements on Doctrine and Morality

SECTION THREE: OUR STRATEGY ................................................................... 25 
  •  Spritual Growth Path 

SECTION FOUR: OUR STRUCTURE .................................................................. 31
  •  What is the leadership of the church?
  •  How does the church operate financially?
  •  What is the church’s denomination/a�liation? 

SECTION FIVE: UNHINDERED VISION ............................................................ 35
  •  Vision
  •  FAQ
  •  Journey of a Giver

SECTION SIX: OUR MEMBERSHIP COVENANT ............................................. 45

SECTION SEVEN: CONNECT TO THE BROOK .............................................. 49



SECTION ONE: 
OUR STORY

01



SECTION ONE: OUR STORY
Our church began on Sunday, January 22, 1995 in the living room of Pastor Mike and his wife Tammy. Along 
with four other couples, the dream was to establish a church of authentic faith and life-giving relationships in 
Christ. Based upon Acts 2:42-47, the statement “real people, finding real hope, in the real world” captured 
the vision this small group felt for the church.

The church spent a few weeks meeting for prayer and fellowship in the Ayers’ home as they clarified the 
values they would hold dear for the future. Once they began to celebrate worship together, the church met in 
two homes. The Ayers’ home was where children would gather with a couple of leaders for children’s church. 
Mike and Tammy remember several Saturday nights moving furniture, clearing areas in their home, and plac-
ing plastic sheets on the beds in each bedroom so the children could do activities and crafts around them. 
The other home was where adult worship would take place. People would bring lawn chairs in order to sit in 
the living room for the worship service. We had a volunteer who led singing with a music CD, and a small 
group of people began to worship together.

This took place for about 3 months as a more families were added to the church. As the homes became full, 
the church was able to lease the cafeteria area at Yeager Elementary School on Champion Forest Drive. Each 
Sunday we would put up a sign in front of the school, drive our truck and trailer from a rented storage facility, 
unpack equipment (chairs, sound system, children’s furnishings) and set it up in the school. We would meet 
for an hour, and then tear it all down. Soon, the church family also began to meet on Sunday nights at the 
Memorial Northwest subdivision clubhouse for fellowship and Bible study. The church began to grow in the 
school, and take shape to possess a children’s ministry and a more formal church structure. We met in the 
school for four-and-a-half years and grew to about 30 families.

The Early Years
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In 1999, The Brook renovated storefront retail space at Highway 249 and Grant Road, and began to lease this 
space as its new location. Some initial growth began to occur in the new facility, but the church experienced 
some hardships. Pastor Mike calls this his “growing up as pastor” experience. The church walked through 
some financial hardships and conflict. The honeymoon stage was over. However, this time proved to be essen-
tial for the church to mature and to clarify who it was. As Pastor Mike says, it was also the key development 
phase for him to understand more deeply his role as pastor, to learn to persevere through the struggles of 
ministry, and to mature as a leader. The struggles for the church and the learning process through them lasted 
for 2-3 years. It was di�cult, but again, God was at work growing our church and leadership from within.

In 2002, church leadership began to make some key changes in its approach to ministry. As a result of the 
hardships, the church learned what was most important to focus upon—namely, to return to its original vision 
to make authentic disciples of Christ. So Pastor Mike led The Brook to turn a page in its history by defining 
what a true disciple of Jesus looks like, and then providing a clear vision and strategy by which to accomplish 
this goal. In the three years following, The Brook became a healthy church community. 

The church began to deepen its roots and faith. We focused primarily on the Word of God, teaching it with 
conviction, and challenging people in our church to a more authentic walk with Jesus. The Brook grew deeper, 
and we also began to grow numerically. God was bringing people to join us ON MISSION! This development 
was captured in 2005 by a church-wide faith emphasis called “Catch the Wave.” These 30 days of prayer, 
giving, Bible study, and worship consummated the new church we had become, and crystallized in our hearts 
our purposes for the future. 

The Church Grows 
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Throughout the years, we’ve had multiple spiritual growth emphases, focused sermon series, special worship 
events and unique prayer and fasting gatherings. Recently, we have opened another important chapter for 
our church. After months of prayer and discussion, our leadership launched The Brook into a whole new era of 
health and growth. UNHINDERED became our theme for a spiritual growth and generosity initiative in 
support of our two-year vision that began January 2020. There is a section in this booklet that explains how 
UNHINDERED is not just something we’re doing, but an essential part of who we are. New members are asked 
to join us on the UNHINDERED vision. 

Now, even after 25 years, we feel we’re on the ground floor of an amazing future as a church! We believe we 
have a unique destiny and mission from God, and we’re realizing it together as a loving, unified, ON MISSION 
church community.

We are “real people, finding real hope, in the real world” and we invite you to join us on this journey!

Finding a Permanent Home 
As a result of both the growth in numbers of people and in our faith, we felt led to begin looking for a perma-
nent home in NW Houston. In December of 2006, we began our faith journey called “Building a Home for 
Hope”. In the months to follow, God provided the funds, the financing, and the faith to see our land and 
building become a reality. On March 22, 2009 we held our first service in our new home at Hwy 249 and 
Spring Cypress Road. The initial purchase was four acres of land and one building. In October 2012, we 
purchased an additional six acres of property adjacent to us and directly on Spring Cypress Road.

As we grew, we continued to add modular buildings to accommodate children and youth. These structures 
soon became insu�cient. Once again, our church stepped up in faith and generosity and we opened our 
children’s building in January 2017. About a year later, we added a beautiful outdoor baptism pool.

Our UNHINDERED Future 
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PASTOR MIKE’S ORIGINAL VISION DESCRIPTION FOR THE BROOK 
JANUARY 1995

In 1991 my life changed. It was during that year that I looked back 10 years before to a time when I was apart 
from a relationship with Jesus. I recalled the lack of meaning I had in my life. I remembered my former insecu-
rities in facing life's unknowns, the fragility of my esteem, and the fear I felt about death. Then, I remembered 
the wonderful change that resulted from the decision I made to trust and follow Jesus. I had discovered love, 
purpose, direction, hope and security in Christ. It was the most important decision of my whole life.

The impact of that change and the desire for others to find the same was central to the calling from God for 
me to go into ministry. Yet, after ten years of vocational ministry, somewhere along the way things changed. I 
had forgotten my purpose and mission. I felt that the church (in general) and that I had become sadly ine�ec-
tive in reaching those apart from Christ and making disciples. Yet, I knew God that had designed the church 
to be the most dynamic organism on the planet. As a result of reading and studying the Book of Acts, it was 
then God began within me a vision to establish a di�erent kind of church. As clearly as anything I've ever 
experienced, I knew this was now my God-honoring purpose and I believed that one day it would be realized 
in my life. I determined in myself that I would be di�erent and my ministry would be di�erent from that point 
in 1991— that, as a family, we would follow this vision with our full devotion. 

It was a vision to establish a vibrant New Testament kind of church.

A church that is first a biblically functioning community. A church consumed with the desire to please God in 
all it does. A church that knows where it is going and why it is going there. A church where spiritually lost 
people really matter. A church that responds to God and to each other authentically. A church where people 
understand their giftedness and gladly serve others. A church that is creative and contemporary in its com-
munication of God's love.A church that has an understanding of what it’s like out in the real world and coura-
geously faces the realities of our time. A church that sincerely worships in awe and reverence for God. A 
church where the Word of God is the absolute expression of truth. A church where love and acceptance 
permeates every aspect of church life. A church where pastors and leaders model honesty, vulnerability, 
courageous leadership and servanthood. A church that is known in the community as the church that cares 
with no strings attached. A church where excellence is pursued with passion. A church that senses it has a 
unique destiny and mission from God
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WHY THE NAME?

Imagine sitting by a brook as pictured in Psalm 23. More than a label, our name describes the experience we 
long for in church— a life-giving place; a place of cleansing, renewal and restoration; a place that reminds us 
of purpose; a place that o�ers peace, power for living and perspective.

This is our calling as a church. 

Over weeks, months and years, God has continued to clarify this objective and confirm its truth. My heart's 
cry has led to the establishment of this church called The Brook Church Community and our vision is Real 
People, Finding Real Hope, in the Real World. By becoming a member, you become a part of the vision we 
share of the way church can be. A vision of the way church should be. We believe the kind of church 
described above can happen! We believe it must happen! We believe it is happening!
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Our Vision (what we dream of being)
“Real People, Finding Real Hope, in the Real World” (Acts 2:42-47)

We see a church in Northwest Houston that first and foremost aspires to be a biblically functioning communi-
ty. A community of believers that responds to God fully and authentically. One which passionately loves 
people by building genuine relationships. One that demonstrates the relevance of Christianity by presenting 
Christ without compromise in contemporary, creative and caring ways. And one that believes it can and will 
make a di�erence in the lives of people in Northwest Houston.

Our Mission (what we commit to do)
"The Brook exists to develop all people into authentic disciples of Jesus Christ.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

We are an authentic community of believers called together for the purpose of introducing unbelieving 
people to the love of Christ; developing believers into fully devoted followers of Jesus and assisting them to 
find purpose and meaning in their church and world.

How do we achieve our vision and mission? 
Through five purposes of the New Testament church...

1. Worship: Celebrate God through authentic, dynamic worship (Matthew 4:10)
2. Evangelism: Share Christ with our world (Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:19-20)
3. Discipleship: Develop believers to become authentic followers of Jesus (2 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 6:1)
4. Fellowship: Genuinely care for each other (John 13:35)
5. Service: Minister to others in selfless service (1 Cor. 12:4-27; Acts 2:46-47)
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Our Values 
Authentic Faith
We believe that faith is not a cosmetic, but should be genuinely expressed in the very fabric of who we are. 
This means that we seek to move people beyond religious pretense to an authentic, growing experience with 
God and other believers, and integrate their faith into every dimension of life.

Generous Hearts
At the heart of biblical community is generosity (Acts 2:44-45). We teach biblical giving at The Brook and 
understand that generosity and discipleship go hand-in-hand. As we learn to be generous as individuals and 
as a church, we come to practice true faith, genuinely depend on Christ and His provision, and nd use our 
resources to powerfully impact the world around us. 

Empowered Believers
We believe in the potential of every believer to discover their gifts and passions, and to be di�erence-makers 
by engaging in ministry and mission. At The Brook, every member is a minister and finds a place of service 
that will bless others and be personally fulfilling. We also equip our people to reach others in their world for 
Jesus.

A Healthy Congregation
It is not our goal to become the largest church in our community. Instead, we believe we should focus on 
being a vital, credible and healthy reflection of the body of Christ by accomplishing the purposes God 
designed for the church. 

Teaching God’s Word
Our pastors and teachers believe that the Bible is to be taught fully and authentically. We teach the Bible as 
the inspired Word of God and in a way that provides hope, guidance and spiritual growth for life in the real 
world.

Redefining Missions
We see missions not as something we do, but rather it is who we are as a church. We seek to integrate 
missions into our church and challenge every believer to open their eyes to the world and its needs.
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Building the Family
Children and youth are a priority at The Brook. Valuing them means we invest time, money, and energy in our 
ministry to preschool through high school. Our focus is to equip, empower and encourage parents to fulfill the 
role of discipling their children. We believe we should serve families in our community through powerful 
children’s and student ministries that both share the gospel of Jesus and develop young people in their faith.

Groups
A church is called to build life-giving connections with each other, grow together spiritually and care for one 
another in Christian community. We believe that small groups of people who meet together provide the 
greatest avenue for this to occur. This is modeled after the ministry of Jesus who invested His life in the lives 
of a small group of people. Small Group ministry (Community Groups) are vital to our church. We encourage 
all members to participate in one.
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SECTION TWO: 
OUR STATEMENTS
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SECTION TWO: OUR STATEMENTS 
What it means to know Jesus is the very first matter that calls us together as a church family. Nothing is more 
important than answering this question. Beyond that, this section contains statements of our faith, both 
doctrinal and moral, that are important for church members to understand and agree to.

OUR STATEMENT ON SALVATION: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN?

Many people live their entire lives without ever knowing “Why?” The most basic question a person can ask is, 
“What is the meaning of my life?” God seeks to answer that question.

Why Am I Here?

1. God made me to love me!
“...even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love, he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will.” Ephesians 1:4-5

2. We were created to enjoy a personal relationship with God.
“I have come that you might have life – and have it to its fullness.” John 10:10

3. When we know and love God, and live in harmony with His purpose for our lives, it produces tremendous 
benefits in our lives.

Clear Conscience - Romans 8:1  Security - Romans 8:39 
Life and Peace - Romans 8:6   Strength - Philippians 4:13
Help in Weakness - Romans 8:26  Fulfillment - Philippians 4:19
Purpose - Romans 8:28   Freedom - John 8:32, 36
Confidence - Romans 8:31 

This is the abundant life God intends for us to live. Why then aren’t most people finding fulfillment?
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What’s The Problem?

Man has a natural desire to be the boss and to ignore God’s principles for living. The Bible calls this 
attitude: SIN
“All of us like sheep have gone astray, and each of us have turned to our own way.” Isa. 53:6

“If we say that we never sin, we are only fooling ourselves, and refuse to accept the truth.” 
1 John 1:8

“All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.” Romans 3:23

Sin breaks our close relationship with God. It causes us to fear God, to ignore Him and to try to live our lives 
outside of His purpose. It also results in separation from God, both now and in eternity.

“The wages of sin is death…” Romans 6:23

“Your iniquities have separated you from your God…” Isaiah 59:2
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What’s The Solution?

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever would believe in Him would not 
perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Him. Why? Because God loves you and 
desires to have a personal relationship with you.

• Who Is Jesus?
Jesus is the Son of God. He was both God and man. He was born as a baby in a manger and grew to be a 
man. He lived a sinless life. As the Son of God He was crucified on the cross and buried in a tomb. Then, after 
three days, He was miraculously raised to life. 

• What did He do?
Jesus died on the cross as payment for our sin, to restore our relationship with God, and to purchase a place 
in heaven for us. All this He o�ers as a free gift.

“God demonstrated His love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8
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How Can I Begin My Relationship With God?

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus”
Romans 6:23

1. Admit your need for God and ask him to forgive your sins.
“If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from every wrong.” 1 
John 1:9

2. Believe in who Jesus is and what He did. Believe that He died to pay for your sins and that He rose again, 
and is alive today.

“If you confess that Jesus is your Lord, and you believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.” Romans 10:9

3. Trust Jesus to forgive you of your sin, come into your life, and give you God’s free gift of salvation. Don’t 
try to earn it.

“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it is a gift of God - not of works, 
so that no one could boast.” Ephesians 2:8,9

You can begin your relationship with God through Christ by praying a simple prayer of trust:

“Dear God, thank you for making me and loving me, even when I’ve ignored you and gone my way. I realize I need 
you in my life and I’m sorry for my sin. I ask you to forgive me. Thank you for sending your son, Jesus Christ, to die 
on the cross for me. I believe in who He is and I trust in what He did for me as my Savior. Come into my life and 
make me a new person. I accept your free gift of salvation. Please help me to grow now as a Christian. Amen.”

If after reading, you prayed this prayer and trusted Jesus to be your Savior, please let us know. We would love 
to help you grow in your faith!
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The Symbols of Salvation: Baptism and Communion

Jesus gave the church two visible symbols as reminders of His free gift of salvation to us. These two symbols 
are: Communion and Baptism.

COMMUNION 

What is Communion?

1. It is a simple act, not an elaborate ceremony.
 “The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread…” 1 Cor. 11:23

2. It is a symbol
“… and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this 
bread in remembrance of me.” 1 Corinthians 11:24

3. It is a moment of remembrance
“In the same way, he took the cup saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; drink it to remember 
me.” 1 Corinthians 11:25

4. It is a proclamation
“For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He returns.” 1 Corinthi-
ans 1:26

When Do We Observe Communion at the Brook?
We observe Communion periodically in weekend worship services, every 6-8 weeks during a church family 
fellowship time that we call ReUnion, and on special prayer nights.
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BAPTISM

What is Baptism?

We believe, according to Scripture, baptism is the outward symbol of the commitment you made in your 
heart to Jesus Christ. 

Why Should I Be Baptized?

1. Because baptism is the first step of obedience in following Christ.
“Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them disciples, baptize them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Mat-
thew 28:19-20

2. Because baptism demonstrates my faith in Christ.
“…many of the people who heard him believed and were baptized.” Acts 18:8

What Is The Meaning Of Baptism?

1. It illustrates Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.
“Christ died for our sins… He was buried… and He rose again.” 1 Cor. 15:3-4

“For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also raised with Christ.” 
Colossians 2:12

2. It illustrates my new life as a Christian.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” 2 
Corinthians 5:17

We believe that according to the Scripture, baptism doesn’t make you a believer - it shows you already 
believe. Baptism doesn’t “save” you. Only your faith in Christ does that. Baptism is like a wedding ring - it’s the 
outward symbol of the commitment you made in your heart.
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Who Should Be Baptized?
Every person who has BELIEVED in Christ!

“Those who believed and accepted his message were baptized…” Acts 2:41

How Do You Baptize People at The Brook?
At our church, we baptize people by the method called IMMERSION. We do this because this is the way every 
baptism in the Bible occurred.

What About Baptizing Children?
At the Brook, we like to wait until children are old enough to believe for themselves and understand the true 
meaning of baptism before they are baptized. Even with children who accept Christ at an early age, we 
suggest they wait until they are at least 8 years old before participating in baptism so they can understand 
the full meaning of this symbol and remember it for the rest of their lives.

What If I Was Baptized as A Baby?
Some churches practice a “baptism of confirmation” for children. This ceremony is intended to be a covenant 
between the parents and God on behalf of the child. The parents promise to raise their child in the faith until 
the child is old enough to make his or her own personal profession on faith. This custom began about 300 
years after the Bible was completed. It is not a practice of Scripture. It was later added by the church as a 
tradition.

While this ceremony is meaningful and significant for families, this baptism is di�erent from the baptism 
talked about in the Bible. The baptism of the Bible was practiced only by those old enough to understand and 
believe.

Do I Need to Be Baptized to Become a Member of the Church?
At The Brook, it is a membership requirement that every member be baptized because...

• Jesus was baptized (Matthew 3:13-17)
• Jesus commanded us to baptize those who place their trust in Jesus (Acts 28:18-20)
• As recorded in the New Testament, all who came to believe were baptized (Acts 2:41)
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Since, as taught in Scripture, baptism is such an important event, we believe everyone who desires member-
ship in our church community should experience it. It is a symbol of Christian identification and that brings us 
together as one in Christ.

This means…

1. We ask those who were confirmed (baptized) as children to be baptized the way the Bible teaches and the 
way Jesus demonstrated, i.e. as ones old enough to place their own personal trust in Christ and understand 
the significance of this event. We ask this because while infant baptisms are significant for parents and fami-
lies, they have no understandable meaning for the child nor any memory of it. Your baptism as one old 
enough to understand and believe does not annul your infant baptism, it actually fulfills the promise and 
prayer of it by expressing that your faith has become your own. It is a fulfillment of the prayer of your parents.

2. Those who were baptized in another church do not have to be baptized in our church (regardless of the 
method) provided that it occurred after their individual decision to trust Christ as Savior, and at an age old 
enough to understand the symbol of the event.

When and where do you baptize people?
At The Brook, we baptize in our beautiful outdoor baptism pool on our campus. We hold baptisms periodical-
ly throughout the year.

Can my family be baptized together?
Yes! If each family member understands fully the meaning of baptism, and each one has personally placed 
his/her trust in Christ for salvation, we encourage couples and/or families to be baptized together. However, it 
is important to remember that baptism is a personal statement of faith, not a family tradition. It is usually not 
wise to delay your baptism while waiting on other family members to decide to be baptized - particularly 
children. This puts undue pressure on them and delays your own obedience. Children who wish to be baptized 
(ages 8 –12) are asked to meet with our Children’s Ministry Pastor to help them in this process.
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OUR STATEMENTS ON DOCTRINE AND MORALITY : WHAT WE BELIEVE
We ask that all members of the church, when joining The Brook through our church membership process, 
agree to these basic doctrinal and moral tenets of the church.

First, here is our approach to the things we believe...

• In essential beliefs - we have unity
Like-mindedness brings unity. Therefore, it is important that each member understand and agree to the 
essentials of our faith.

"There is one body and one Spirit... there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism and one God and Father of us all 
" Ephesians 4:4-6

• In non-essential beliefs - we have diversity
We realize that people come from diverse Christian backgrounds. There are matters of faith that are left to 
the interpretation of individuals as they understand Scripture and are led by the Holy Spirit. At The Brook, we 
don't major on the minors. We stand without compromise on the essential doctrines as set forth in this 
material. However other matters, which are non-essential, are responded to with liberty and tolerance for 
diversity.

"Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters... Who are you to judge 
someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls... So then each of us will give an account of 
himself to God... So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. " Romans 
14:1-22

• In all our beliefs - we show charity (love)
Love should permeate all aspects of church life. No matter what someone believes, they are still objects of 
love from God and from this church. We embrace and celebrate diversity by demonstrating true Christian love 
to all that accept it.

"If I have all knowledge so as to know the mysteries of God, and if I have faith that can move mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing.” I Cor. 13:2
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About God
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three personalities: the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God. Gen. 1: 1, 26, 27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matt. 
28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Cor. 13:14

About Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father. Jesus was given birth by the virgin Mary, lived 
a sinless human life and o�ered himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all people by dying on the 
cross. He arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended 
to heaven's glory and will return again someday to earth to reign as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Matt. 
1:22,23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1: 1-5; Colossians 1: 15-18

About The Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is co-equal with God the Father and the Son of God. He is present in the world to make men 
aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He 
provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is 
right. He gives every believer a spiritual gift when they are saved. As Christians, we seek to live under His 
control daily. I Cor. 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16,17; Acts 1: 8; 1 Cor. 2:12, 3:16; Eph. 1: 13; Gal. 5:25; Eph. 5:18

About The Bible
The Bible is God's Word. It was written by human authors under the supernatural guidance and inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of truth and standard for Christian beliefs and living. Because the 
Bible is inspired by God, it is truth without any mixture of error. 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21; Prov. 30:5; Psalm 
119:105

About Human Beings
People are made in the spiritual image of God to be like Him in character. People are the supreme object of 
God's creation. Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by an 
attitude of disobedience toward God called "sin". This attitude separates people from God and causes many 
problems in life. Gen. 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isa. 53:6a; Rom. 3:23; Isa. 59:1, 2

THE DOCTRINAL ESSENTIALS
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About Salvation
Salvation is God's free gift to us, but we must accept it. We can never make up for our sins by self-improve-
ment or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God's o�er of forgiveness can anyone be saved from 
sin's penalty. When we turn from our self-ruled life and turn to Jesus in faith, we are saved. Eternal life begins 
at the moment one receives Jesus Christ into his life by faith. Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9; Jn. 14:6, 1:12; Tit. 3:5; Gal. 
3:26; Rom. 5:1

About Eternal Security
Because God gives us eternal life through Jesus Christ, the true believer is secure in that salvation for eternity. 
If one has been genuinely saved, he cannot lose it. Salvation is maintained by the grace and power of God, not 
by the self-e�ort of the Christian. It is the grace and keeping power of God that gives us this security. John 
10:29; 2 Tim. 1: 12; Heb. 7:25, 10:10,14; 1 Peter 1:3-5

About Eternity
People were created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally separated from God by sin or eternally with 
God through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated from God is hell (eternal death). To be 
eternally in union with Him is heaven (eternal life). Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence. John 
3:16; 1 John 5:11-13; Rom. 6:23
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The glory of God’s nature was fully expressed in Jesus, His Son. As the Apostle John writes: “And the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)

Grace and truth. This is who Jesus was and as the body of Christ, The Brook seeks to be a church of grace 
and truth. In the matter of grace, any and all are welcome to attend our church. We open our arms wide for 
people to come and discover God's love. Regardless of choices or lifestyle, everyone is free to worship with us 
and seek to grow spiritually in our church. In the matter of truth, the church has a responsibility to address 
issues of sin and convey God’s standards of moral living to which we all are called to aspire. 

Becoming a member of the church holds a di�erent responsibility beyond those who attend. When one joins 
our church, he or she becomes a part of a spiritual family God has established. They are now members of a 
local Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27). The New Testament clearly teaches that this family is accountable to one 
another for spiritual growth and to display God's grace and truth to the world. To do this, we must uphold 
those is the spiritual family in many ways — one of which is to call all members to moral living and challenge 
our people to remain true to the holy standards of God. Otherwise, we lose our ability to influence the culture 
toward what God deems important. We want the world to see and come to value the things that God does! 
Also, we want people to experience God’s very best. God’s moral standards are designed to protect us from 
harm and provide for us the most fulfilling human existence possible (i.e., they exist not to punish or control 
us, but are given as acts of love). We experience this amazing love when we as the Body of Christ have the 
faith and courage to align ourselves with what God says.

Therefore, with this heart and clarity, below you will find statements on certain matters of moral living. These 
particular ones come into question in our culture and therefore we feel the need to be clear regarding them. 

THE MORAL ESSENTIALS
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Statement on Gender
We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These two distinct, 
complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God (Gen 1:26-27). Rejection of one’s 
biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.

Statement on Marriage
We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, 
exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture (Gen 2:18-25). We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur 
only between a man and a woman who are married to each other (1 Cor. 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4). We believe that 
God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man 
and a woman.

Statement on Sexuality
We believe that any form of sexual immorality as defined by the Bible (including but not limited to adultery, 
homosexual behavior, and use of pornography) is sinful and o�ensive to God (Matt. 15:18-20; 1 Cor. 6:9-10).

Statement on Life
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is of inestimable worth in 
all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or mentally challenged, and every other 
stage or condition from conception through natural death. We are therefore called to defend, protect, and 
value all human life (Ps. 139).

Statement on the Treatment of People
We believe that every person, including those who disagree with our statements and who possess lifestyles 
that di�er from them, must be a�orded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 
6:31). Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated and are 
not in accord with Scripture nor the doctrines of The Brook Church.
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SECTION THREE: OUR STRATEGY 
Below is a detailed explanation of our strategy to develop authentic disciples of Jesus (our mission), and the 
ministry programs assigned to each.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH PATH (What’s your best next step?)
An authentic disciple of Jesus is one who is DISCOVERING God’s presence and power, CONNECTING to 
others in genuine Christian community, GROWING in faith and love for Jesus and His Word, and SERVING 
others in the church, community and the world.

Experiencing God’s love through Jesus is the greatest decision anyone can make. This means coming to know 
and accept Jesus as your personal Savior. This is the first step of discovery.

Even if you already know Christ as Savior, you may have never experienced the full potential of that decision. 
God wants to make a true di�erence in your life each and every day as He o�ers His presence, peace and 
perspective. There are many who have come to The Brook who, although being believers, have never had 
their faith become real to them, or who have drifted in their relationship to God. Here at The Brook, these 
folks are inspired to renew themselves in faith and love to Christ, and to grow with others. This is what we 
mean by DISCOVER— that all of us, no matter where we are on our spiritual journey, will find life and meaning 
in Christ.

DISCOVER
Discover God’s presence and power for living

DISCOVER Ministry Program: Weekend Worship services
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If there is any place in the world where people should feel accepted and find belonging, it is the church. In 
fact, a large corporate worship service by itself falls short of us becoming a church at all. That is, we will not 
be a church as God defines unless we also become a spiritual family.

Beyond worship services, we desire to create places for people to find relationships where they can enjoy 
others, build friendships and grow spiritually. This means that people who want to develop in Christ must 
connect to smaller gatherings of others who are on a similar journey. These small gatherings are also the 
primary places in our church where care ministry occurs. When joyous or di�cult life experiences happen 
(weddings, birth of a child, death in the family, loss of a job, etc.), these groups celebrate and support one 
another. There is no fulfillment quite like having others who love each other, laugh together, and care for one 
another in Christian community.

CONNECT
Connect to others in genuine Christian community

CONNECT Ministry Program: Community Groups

Check out The Brook Church app or our website under “Connect > Community Groups” for a listing of group 
opportunities. Contact John Owen, our Community Groups Resident, at john.owen@thebrook.net.
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Authentic disciples of Jesus grow deeper in their love for Him and in knowledge of God’s Word, the Bible. We 
seek to help you on this journey.

GROW
Grow in faith and love for Jesus and His Word

GROW Ministry Programs: 
1. Wednesday Night Discipleship
We o�er Wednesday night Bible study series that last for 5-6 weeks with breaks in between. These include 
such things are parenting seminars, marriages studies, recovery groups, Financial Peace University (personal 
financial management), leadership training, etc.  See the “calendar” page on the website for more information 
about the next growth opportunity.

2. Foundations Classes
If you’ve never gone through a “basics of the faith” class — these are perfect for you. These core classes equip 
believers in the basics of the Christian life.  We o�er these classes online on our website: (thebrook.net/me-
dia/foundations) 

Foundations 101 - Developing My Faith Seminar 
(Who is God, What is Prayer, How to Pray, How to Read My Bible, Etc.)  

Foundations 201- Discovering My Gifts Seminar 
(Understanding my spiritual gifts, personality and how God has shaped me for living)
  
Foundations 301- Impacting My World Seminar 
(Keys to reaching out to others and sharing my faith in natural ways)

3. Women’s Ministry and Men’s Ministry
There are many exciting opportunities for growth, encouragement and fellowship through our men’s and 
women’s ministry. Check the website for details.
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Ultimately, we define spiritual maturity at The Brook in serving. We are never more like Jesus than when we 
serve others. Selflessly giving ourselves in service to others is a counter-cultural, yet amazingly fulfilling 
experience — every Christian should experience it!

Serving Teams are the heartbeat of our church. You can join a team and find common purpose and friendship 
in serving with others! Once people become involved and growing in our church, they naturally want to help 
us in the process of building a healthy congregation. There is no better way to connect to others and help the 
church than by serving on a Ministry Team.

SERVE
Experience the joy of serving others in the church, community and world.

SERVE Ministry Program: Serving Teams
Serving opportunities are based upon your time availability, interests and abilities.

How do I take my next best step in serving?
• Come to our new member orientation to find out about membership and serving opportunities. 

• Check out our app, “Best Next Steps” or our website under “Connect > Serving.” Contact Ashley Bautista, 
our Service and Events Director, ashley.bautista@thebrook.net 
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SECTION FOUR: OUR STRUCTURE 
“For God is not a God of disorder, but of peace… Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” 
1 Corinthians 14: 33, 40

WHAT IS THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CHURCH?

Our Lead Pastor
Pastor Mike serves as the primary leader of our church and permanent elder who gives general oversight to 
all aspects of the church while primarily seeking to operate according to his spiritual gifts. He provides the 
primary teaching ministry to the church and vision for our direction. 

Elders*
Along with Mike, our elder team provides pastoral ministry and oversight. They give special attention to three 
areas: direction, doctrine, and church discipline. They also oversee the finances of the church. Elders serve for 
a 3-year term and must meet certain Scriptural maturity and membership qualifications. Elders hold final 
decision making authority in the church

* Nominations and considerations for the elder team take place each year in June. There are prerequisites and character 
qualifications for elders (see our position paper document “The O�ce of Elder” for more info)

Elder Advisory Council*
The EAC provides counsel and feedback to the elders regarding all dimensions of the church. They help 
represent the church body to the elders and bring unity to the church family. EAC members serve a 1-year 
term and must meet certain Scriptural maturity and membership qualifications.

* Nominations and considerations for the EAC take place each year in June. There are prerequisites and character 
qualifications for EAC members (see our position paper document “The O�ce of Elder” for more info)

Other Pastors and Ministry Directors
There are pastors and ministry leaders throughout the church that are responsible to give oversight to 
specific ministry areas.

Church Leadership
• We do not take church votes to make every decision.
• We function on the basis of service and spiritual gifts, not elected o�ces.
• We have a simple structure to maximize ministry and minimize maintenance.
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HOW DOES THE CHURCH OPERATE FINANCIALLY?

•  We are completely supported through the gifts of our church family. 
•  Elders provide oversight and stewardship of our church’s finances.
•  Our Finance Director and a team of trained sta� administer the church’s finances and process the church 
    o�erings. Several checks, balances and protocols are in place to assure accountability and responsibility for    
    all church o�erings, budget management, and for church expenditures.
•  Each year, an independent and outside audit occurs of our church finances and financial reporting.
•  Each year, ministry leaders create budgets. They are reviewed, adjusted and then approved by the     
    executive  pastor, leader pastor and then elders. We share our projected annual budget with church     
    members each August. 
•  We regularly communicate to the church about our finances and giving.
•  Members of The Brook who have concerns or questions about finances of the church may contact our lead      
    pastor, executive pastor, or an elder of the church

WHAT IS THE CHURCH’S DENOMINATIONAL AFFILIATION?

The Brook Church Community is a conservative, evangelical, interdenominational church.

•  We are a church that believes the Bible, teaches it in its entirety, and seeks to practice its truth.
•  We are an independent church. Our church is self-governed and determines its own a�airs.
•  We seek to include and welcome people to our church from all religious backgrounds.
•  We desire to join hands and hearts with churches of all denominations who hold to the basic tenants of our      
    Christian faith and who aspire to the same goal of advancing the kingdom of God.
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UNHINDERED
f��rd in faith and �eed�

And Paul lived there two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all 
who came to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the 

Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance
Acts 28:30-31
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SECTION FIVE: OUR UNHINDERED VISION
Becoming a member of our church means joining us ON MISSION. God is leading us into an exciting future 
and one that will bring great glory to Him and change lives through the gospel. The way we’ve described that 
future is with the word “UNHINDERED” (Acts 28:31).

In October 2019, our church launched an initiative into our next chapter. We outlined a two-year vision that 
began January 2020. That vision is to Expand Our Reach, Deepen Our Connections and Depend on Christ.

 • We must EXPAND OUR REACH to fulfill the great commission and reach people who are far from  
    God.
 • We must DEEPEN OUR CONNECTIONS to grow as disciples of Christ and build life-giving         
    community within our church. 
 • We must DEPEND ON CHRIST so that we may witness a unique work of God in our church and  
               community that is beyond our own strength and power.

To launch the UNHINDERED initiative, our church members made commitments to fund our two-year vision. 
We asked everyone at The Brook to prayerfully consider their best next step as a disciple of Jesus and 
expand their regular giving for the next two years in order to invest in this vision. By doing so, we will reach 
our goals for spiritual growth and for worship space expansion, expanded discipleship (children, youth, 
community groups), and missions.

What are the resources needed?
Our 2019-2020 operating budget (began Aug. 1, 2019) is $1,491,000. Our faith budget for the 2020-2021 year 
is $1,775,000. The total ministry budget then for two years is $3.3M. The funds needed for capital expansion 
(parking, lobby, worship space, children’s building, etc.) over two years is $2.1M. Therefore, our total One Fund 
(UNHINDERED) target in order to achieve our objectives is $5.4M.

What are the resources pledged so far?
Resources pledged and projected to be given Jan. 2020-Dec.2021 equals $4.3 million.

We asking all NEW MEMBERS of The Brook to join us on our UNHINDERED journey. Enclosed you will find a 
detailed FAQ, a “Journey of a Giver” chart and a commitment card to be turned in with your member packet. 
We have an exciting future and a unique destiny together from God! As a member of The Brook, we pray that 
you will be a part of God’s work in and through our church.
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UNHINDERED FAQ
What is the “UNHINDERED”?
UNHINDERED is the title of our two-year discipleship and ministry initiative that allows us to Expand Our 
Reach, Deepen Our Connections and Depend on Christ. Our vision for the next two years is to present the 
gospel UNHINDERED (Acts 28:31) and move forward as a church in faith and freedom!

What is the plan?
The Unhindered Initiative is a two-year financial plan that enables us to fund the expansion of our vision and 
mission. We are asking those who attend The Brook to make a two-year financial commitment to our new 
“One Fund” (see explanation further below).

What are the objectives?
Our objectives flow from the clear mission of Jesus for His church to go and make disciples (Matthew 
28:18-20). Over the next two years, we want to pursue this mission with UNHINDERED passion and purpose! 
If we are able to reach our financial goals, One Fund will help us achieve The Great Commission through the 
following objectives:

GOAL #1: EXPAND OUR REACH
•  By providing more adult worship space through the expansion of our current worship facility. This includes  
    enlarging the existing lobby for more fellowship and greeting area, increasing worship seating from 225 to       
    347, and giving our worship building a quality facelift.
•  By creating a larger, better guest reception, co�ee and information area.
•  By increasing our missions involvement, funding and personnel.
•  By completing the back half of our children’s ministry building thereby making more room for families.
•  By constructing more parking, drainage and utility infrastructure. 
•  By further enhancing our worship, media and online live stream services.
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GOAL #2: DEEPEN OUR CONNECTIONS
•  By providing a more functional reception display in our lobby for community groups signup and      
    information.
•  By hiring a Connections Ministry Director responsible for turning honored guests into cherished family in       
    our church.
•  By hiring a full-time Community Pastor.
•  By increasing resources for both our Connections ministry and our Community ministry.

GOAL #3: DEPEND ON CHRIST
•  By discipling our people in challenging them to pray, read and study God’s Word, and join others in the        
    UNHINDERED faith journey.
•  By inspiring our people to Depend on Christ in the area of financial stewardship and develop a generous        
    heart.
•  By corporately trusting God for our future through full participation, bold prayer and steps of faith that  
    illustrate real dependence upon Jesus.
•  Provide increased weekly discipleship opportunities through midweek studies, workshops, and seminars.
•  By teaching our church about bold faith in Christ through our sermon series UNHINDERED.

What are the resources needed?
Our 2019-2020 budget (began Aug. 1) is $1,491,000. Our faith budget for the 2020-2021 year is $1,775,000. 
The total ministry budget then for two years is $3.3M. The funds needed for capital expansion (parking, 
lobby, worship space, children’s building, etc.) over two years is $2.1M. Therefore, our total One Fund (UNHIN-
DERED) target in order to achieve the objectives above is $5.4M.

This means we have two goals in UNHINDERED:

Primary Goal – 100% engagement! We want 100% of those who call The Brook home to join God, and us, on 
the UNHINDERED Journey.

Secondary Goal – $5.4 million – this represents the resources that it will take to make the UNHINDERED 
vision a reality over the next two years.
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Will we go into debt?
We are not entering into debt for this initiative. We believe that if ALL OF US respond to the call of God, we 
will reach our financial One Fund goal and ALL of our ministry goals in these two years. This will allow us to 
pay for capital expenditures without a separate capital campaign or any debt.

Why is this important now?
•  Because NOW is the time to disciple and grow our people spiritually.
•  Because NOW is the time to reach more people with the gospel and expand our vision to do so.
•  Because our peak services are overcrowded and exceed comfortable standards. At times, the space is                
    inadequate now, but it will certainly be insu�cient within the next two years.
•  Because our lobby is particularly small and inadequate for fellowship and greeting visitors.
•  Because the parking lot is full during peak services and special services.

What is the “One Fund Giving Initiative” and why are we changing to One Fund Giving?
ONE Fund is a stewardship model that more e�ectively unites The Brook Church to accomplish who Jesus 
has called us to be today and into the future. It is first and foremost about reaching and making disciples. 
There are several reasons for this change. First, this approach reminds us that we are ONE movement with 
ONE vision. With a God-sized goal of $5.4 million, every dollar given will count as a part of our ONE vision. 
Second, when we give to di�erent funds, we place greater value on some giving and less value on other 
giving. So, when we separate “missions giving” from “supporting the church,” it is easy to forget that support 
for the local church IS support for the mission that God has for us. Remember, we are all On Mission! Third, 
this approach allows us to pay for capital expenditures, both now and in the future, through our One Fund. 
One Fund giving enables us to see that everything we do is missional.

How do I give?
You will receive a Commitment Card and be asked to help us plan financially by filling out the card with the 
amount you intend to give over the next two-year period (includes regular budget giving and UNHINDERED). 
You may give weekly, monthly, annually, a lump sum, or a combination of the above. Most people prefer a 
system of regular giving. You should make your decision based upon God’s leading and seek to have faith 
and trust in God through this process.
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I’m not comfortable with all this talk about money.
We understand. Money, land, buildings, etc. are not the most important things in a church. That’s why UNHIN-
DERED is not about them! It’s about ministry and discipleship. A time like this is used by God to grow us 
closer to one another, grow us deeper in faith, and help the church be e�ective in its mission. We treat money 
matters di�erently at The Brook. We paint a compelling picture of the bright future God has in store for us as 
His church, the great opportunity before us, and the deep joy of giving… and then ask people to pray and be 
led by God. We promise- no guilt-trips and no “invoices” in the mail. Remember, this is not only about what 
God wants to do THROUGH us; but also, what He wants to do IN us!

I want to participate, what should I do?
Begin to pray right now and ask the Lord to reveal to you how to respond. If married and with kids, pray with 
your spouse and children about this. Talk to them about the blessing this will be to the church and to your 
family. Then, fill out your commitment card and hand it in on Commitment Day at The Brook.

How will I know how much to give?
The Bible says, “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your God, which He 
has given you.” Deut. 16:17 (NKJV). Pray daily and allow God to open your heart and direct you. The amount is 
not as important as your growing faith and trust in the Lord through giving.

I still have questions, what do I do?
Contact our church o�ce at 281-376-0275, send us an email at info@thebrook.net, or speak to an elder. We 
will be happy to help.
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1. PIONEER GIVER

Someone who launches out 
into the faith adventure of 
giving for the first time. 
They give out of a response 
to what God’s Word says 
about generosity. They start 
to give and begin to learn 
the joy of leveraging 
resources to God’s 
Kingdom.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

2. PLANNED GIVER

Someone who decides to 
give on a regular basis 
with an advanced plan or 
system in place. They do 
this with a scheduled, 
consistent and recurring 
gift. They plan 
ahead making sure they 
include God in their 
resources. They begin to 
see their consistent gifts 
at work in the church, 
community and world.

Luke 14:28-35

As you begin your journey of giving, you need to identify two things: where you are and where you 
are going. 

The Journey of a Giver is a tool designed to help us think more about our generosity journey.  This 
journey is an intentional e�ort that starts with a transformation of the heart.  This journey is not 
about us.  It is about moving closer to God.

Over the next few weeks, as you look at and think about this journey, ask yourself, “Why is my 
generosity important to God?”

THE JOURNEY OF A GIVER
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3. PROPORTIONAL GIVER

Someone who begins to think 
about their giving in relation to 
other things on which they 
spend their money. For example, 
this type of giver begins asking 
the question, “Why am I giving 
more to AT&T than I am giving to 
God? Should I be giving to God 
more than I give for my car 
payment each month?” This 
giver allocates a 
percentage/amount of their 
income to the Lord and His work 
(such as a tithe), and reflects 
upon giving in proportion to 
other spending in their lives. 

1 Corinthians 16:2

4. PRIORITY GIVER

Someone who is 
surrendered to honoring 
God with 100% of their 
resources. Giving to God 
and His church is their 
priority above all other 
uses of their money 
(purchases, debt, 
acquisitions, etc.). They 
make a conscious and 
intentional decision that 
their spending will no 
longer determine their 
giving, but rather their 
giving will come first and 
determine their spending. 
Their giving is systematic, 
proportional and 
sacrificial.

2 Corinthians 8:1-5

5. PINNACLE GIVER

Someone who believes in 
leaving a legacy of generosity 
from their lifetime resources. 
They think about the 
long-term e�ects of 
generosity and what lasting 
value their giving could bring. 
They consider all purchases 
and investments (what home 
they buy, car they purchase, 
how much savings to keep, 
investments, etc.) in relation to 
their generosity capacity. A 
Pinnacle Giver might be 
someone who makes a lifetime 
or longer-term legacy giving 
commitment.

1 Timothy 6:6-19
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OUR MEMBERSHIP COVENANT
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SECTION SIX: OUR MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 
Being in agreement with The Brook’s statements, strategy, and structure, I now feel led by God to unite with 
this church family.  In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

1.  I will protect the unity of my church
•  By acting in love toward others
•  By resolving conflict in a godly manner
•  By refusing to gossip
•  By following the leaders

“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our fellowship together.” Romans 15:19

“Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another earnestly with all your hearts.” 1 Peter 1:22

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs…”  Ephesians 4:29

“Respect your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account.” 
Hebrews 13:17

2.  I will share the responsibility of my church
•  By praying for the church and its growth
•  By inviting others to attend
•  By warmly welcoming those who visit.
•  By stewarding my financial resources to regularly give to God through the church.

“To the church… we always thank God for you and pray for you constantly.”  
1 Thessalonians 1:2

“Go out into the country… and urge anyone you find to come, so that My House will be full.”  
Luke 14:23

“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified.”  
Romans 15:7

“Each of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned 
and use it for the o�ering.”  1 Corinthians 16:2
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3.  I will seek to grow as a follower of Christ
•  By attending faithfully the weekend services.
•  By developing my personal relationship with God through personal prayer time, reading & studying God’s 
Word and building Christian friendships.
•  By attending the Foundations 101 class or viewing it online. 

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ…”   2 Peter 3:18

“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  Philippians 1:27

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together… but let us encourage one another.”  Hebrews 10:25

“We ought always to thank God for you… because your faith is growing more and more…”  2 Thessalonians 1:3

4.  I will serve on the team of my church
•  By developing a servant’s heart and attitude.
•  By finding a place of ongoing service on a ministry team.
•  By serving in the children’s ministry to support the success of this vital area. If you are a parent with      
    children 5th grade and under who attend church regularly, it is a requirement of membership to serve and  
    support this area in some manner. There are a variety of ways to volunteer.

“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you…”  1 Peter 4:10

“God gave… some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up…”  Ephesians 4:11-12
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SECTION SEVEN: 
CONNECT TO THE BROOK
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SECTION SEVEN: CONNECT WITH THE BROOK
Download The Brook Church app! 

Stay connected with us, watch services online, give to 
the church, and receives updates.

Download The Brook Church app! 

There are three ways to access online giving:
1.  The Brook Church App
2.  Church Community Builder (CCB)
3.  The Brook Church website 

All three platforms use PushPay, it’s fast, easy, and secure!

New! Church Community Builder is our new database! We recently made the switch to a more user-friendly 
database, where you can now manage your information. 

Here is the website for CCB: thebrookchurch.ccbchurch.com Visit the website to request a login to create 
your profile on CCB. 

Stay Connected
•  Follow us on social media 

•  Receive our weekly On Mission Check In 
    Sign up by sending us an email to info@thebrook.net

@TheBrookChurch

Give online to The Brook

 To download the app, search “The Brook Church” in 
the app store on your mobile device. 
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Getting Started 
Login by visiting our unique CCB URL: thebrookchurch.ccbchurch.com 

Once you are logged in, click on your profile and review the following: 

•  Make sure your personal information is accurate and complete. 
•  Please be sure to add your mobile carrier if you would like to receive text message communication from  
    your groups/teams.
•  We will be using CCB as a church-wide directory. To edit what is publicly visible, go to “Actions” and then  
    click on “Privacy”. Please update your preferences accordingly and click “Save”. 
•  To edit your communication preferences, click on “Actions” again and then select “Communication   
    Preferences”. Update your preferences accordingly and then click “Save Settings”. 

Schedule 
You will be receiving important emails from your groups/teams through CCB. One of the email types you 
should expect to receive are scheduling invitations. You can also view your serving schedule by logging in 
and clicking “Serve” then click “View Serving Requests”. You can also edit your availability by clicking 
“Preferences/Availability”. You can block out dates you aren’t available so when your leaders create upcoming 
schedules, they can see what your open availability. 

Calendar 
You can view your personal and family calendars under “Calendar” when you are logged in. You can also 
subscribe to group/team calendars by clicking on the group, then clicking the calendar for that group/team. 
Scroll to the bottom and click the link that says “Subscribe to group calendar”. 

** If you don’t see CCB emails in your inbox, please be sure to check your spam folder. 

If you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to contact Karlye Louritt at 281-376-0275 x1 or via 
email at karlye.louritt@thebrook.net. 

Contact or More Information 

If you have any other questions, comments, or would like more information about anything shared in this 
handbook, please email Ashley Bautista at ashley.bautista@thebrook.net
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