
Galilee Montessori School

Composting with Toddlers 
Did you know that we compost each day 
in the Toddler class?  Composting is a 
great way to reduce your waste and 
replenish the Earth.  No only do we teach 
about reducing waste, we also expose the 
children to the food cycle through work in 
the classroom.  For example, when the 
children have banana peels or orange 
peels leftover from their food prep work, 
it gets placed in our compost container at 
the food prep table.   

Once our classroom compost bin 
is full, we take the container with 
us outside to the large compost 
bin in our garden area.   

Next, the children help to put all 
of the collected material into the 
bin.   

Before returning to the classroom, we stop 
by the garden and discuss how what we 
put into the bin turns into compost (rich 
soil) which we then use in our garden area 
to plant fruits, vegetables, and flowers.  
Maybe you would like to try composting at 
home! 
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Upcoming dates 

Tues. March 3 - Conferences - No 
School for Students 

Fri. March 13th  -  Conferences - 
No School for Students 

Mon. March 16 - ***Calendar 
Update***  Students DO have 
school this day.   

Fri. March 20th - Re-enrollment 
due 

Fri. March 27th - Elementary 
World’s Fair 

March 30 - April 3 - Book Fair 

Fri. April 10th - Staff work day, no 
school for students.  Good Friday  

April 13 - April 17 - Spring Break, 
No school 

April 20 - Classes resume 

April 23rd - Toddler Parent Ed. 
Night @ 6:00 

April 28th - Picture Day for 
Siblings and 2 Day Toddlers. 

April 29th - Pictures for 
Individuals/Class and 3 Day 
Toddlers 
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Praise, the Montessori Way 
We all catch ourselves praising our children with the term, 
“Good Job!”  In our Toddler program we choose to use 
descriptive phrases instead of praise statements.  Descriptive 
phrases encourage the child, rather than evaluate their 
actions.  These phrases also help the child in gaining an 
internal satisfaction of their work, as opposed to seeking 
external approval.   

Here are a few examples: 

Praise:  Good job putting your shoes on. 

Descriptive phrase:  I see you put your own shoes on!  Now 
we can go to the playground.  Thank you for getting yourself 
ready! 

Praise:  Your drawing is very pretty. 

Descriptive phrase:  You worked very hard on this drawing.  I 
see you used blue and green.  Tell me about your picture.   

In the Montessori curriculum we want our children to have 
internal motivation, which in turn recognizes the goodness in 
they hard work they have accomplished.  This is why we do 
not externally praise them, but instead we use descriptive 
phrases to build their internal motivations.  We are teaching 
them how to be self-satisfied and proud of their 
accomplishments.  Try these descriptive phrases at home 
and see what the outcome is.  It’s not easy, but try a little at a 
time and you’ll see that you will be a descriptive phrase 
master! 
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Circle Time Songs 

The Grand Ole’ Duke of York 

You are sure to see your child’s 
eyes light up if you begin singing 
this song to them.  But beware, 
your child will insist that you sit 
side by side to sing the song 
complete with the motions, too!  
Let me know at drop off if you 
would like a lesson!  Here are the 
words: 

The Grand Ole Duke of York, 

He had 10,000 men. 

He marched them up to the top of 
the hill, and he marched them 
down again. 

And when they were up, they 
were up. 

And when they were down, they 
were down. 

And when they were only halfway 
up, they were neither up nor 
down! 

(To the turn of “The Farmer in the 
Dell”.) 
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