
Galilee Montessori School March 2020

CALENDAR 

Friday, March 13 
NO SCHOOL - Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 

Friday, March 20 
Re-Enrollment Due 

Saturday, March 21  
Shamrock Final Mile at the 
Oceanfront @ 11am 

Friday, March 27 
World’s Fair in Jordan Hall 
from 12 - 1pm 

March 30th - April 3rd 
Scholastic Book Fair 

Tuesday, March 31 
FIELD TRIP - Erth’s Prehistoric 
Aquarium 

BIRTHDAYS 

Valentina - March 18 
Elouise - March 21 

REMINDERS 

Remember to help your child 
practice their math facts often. 
There are lots of fun ways to 
master facts in all operations. 
Let us know if we can point you 
in the right direction!

ELEMENTARY NEWS 
ms.anne@galileemontessori.com                         ms.sarah@galileemontessori.com

Research in Elementary
Throughout the year, elementary students are welcome  
and encouraged to investigate topics of interest from all 
areas of the curriculum.  First year students often gravitate 
towards learning about vertebrates; while older students 
branch out to explore dinosaurs, plants, states, planets, and 
more. Traditionally, the elementary class works to present 
three very special research projects to family and friends. In 
the fall, the children focus on biographies for Historical 
Halloween. In honor of President’s Day, each child 
concentrates on a specific American president. And for the 
World’s Fair in March, everyone turns their attention to the 
culture and geography of countries from around the globe. 
Each of these projects require a tremendous amount of 
work and preparation from the students, but the end result 
is never short of amazing! Research may seem to be a 
daunting task, but it can be done successfully in four simple 
steps. Here is how we conduct research in elementary:

WRITE IT 
DOWN 

When you have found out 
all you can, then it is time 
to write about it. Finish a 
rough draft and have it 
edited. Then rewrite your 
report in your best cursive.

SHARE YOUR 
WORK 

Now it is time to present 
all that you have learned! 
Review your report and 
set up your display for the 
big day. Be ready to smile, 
share, and have FUN!

HUNT, GATHER, 
AND CREATE 

When the report is done, 
start working on your 
display. Draw and mount 
illustrations, then collect 
props and artifacts that go 
along with your topic. 

BECOME AN 
EXPERT 

Learn all there is to know 
about your topic. Read 
books and online articles. 
Watch a documentary. Be 
sure to collect at least 3 
resources for your project.
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February Highlights 

For being the shortest month of the 
year, February managed to be chock 
ful l of special act iv i t ies! After 
Punxsutawney Phil predicted an early 
spring, the children got busy making 
individual Valentines for each of their 
classmates and teachers. Everyone 
exchanged their handmade creations 
over tea, cookies, and ube truffles. 
Throughout the month, the students 
worked on President’s Day research. 
The lower elementary students each 
chose a different president, while the 
upper elementary students studied 
the role of the President and all it 
entails. They presented their posters 
and reports to the kindergarteners.  

On February 25th, we “let the good 
times roll” with a lesson on Mardi Gras. 
They caught beads and doubloons as 
well as sampled a slice of king cake. 
Hudson got the baby! We wrapped up 
the busy month with a trip to the 
Symphony at the Sandler Center. 
Children from all over Virginia Beach 
came together to sing, listen, and play 
with the orchestra. During the finale, 
everyone got on their feet to sing 
and dance to the song “Oye.” 

Three, It’s a Magic Number
The Three Period Lesson 

“One of the most delicate tasks for the teacher in our system is 
to provide a child with the precise terms for the ideas which 
the material should have fixed in his mind. When she gives him 
these words, the teacher speaks clearly and correctly, 
pronouncing each syllable exactly, but without assuming a 
false manner of speaking, that is, without exaggeration.”  

-Maria Montessori, The Discovery of the Child 

The Three Period Lesson is a Montessori teaching technique 
applied to various subjects including language, math, 
geography, etc. This technique is used at all levels, from 
Toddlers to Elementary. It involves identifying things in stages. 
The teacher or child chooses several items, such as three sand 
paper letters, objects, shapes, or countries.  

The First Period: The association of the sensory perception 
with the name. The teacher names the object, shape or 
country, using simple exact language. The teacher names 
each object by saying, “This is (name)”. The child will repeat 
the name of each object. 

The Second Period: Recognition of the object corresponding 
to the name.   The teacher says to the child, “Show me the 
(name).” The child is in the second period for some time. The 
teacher and the child play games with the objects during this 
period. The teacher may ask the child to mix up the objects or 
place the objects around the room. It depends on each 
individual child how long they stay in this second period. 

The Third Period: The remembering of the name 
corresponding to the object. This period shows mastery of the 
language. The teacher will point to each object and say, “What 
is this?” The child will name the object, if the child has 
reached mastery. 

By: Anne Stackhouse



Galilee Montessori School March 2020

Awesome Authors & Artists
I woke up, and I saw something. It was a pot of 
gold, and I forgot it was St. Patrick’s Day. There 
was something else in the pot of gold. It was a 
leprechaun!  I  said,  “What is  your name?”  The 
leprechaun  said,  “My  name  is  Lucky.”  The 
leprechaun gave me some gold. I looked out the 
window, and I saw a rainbow. It must have been 
the leprechaun!

By: Maryna Gill, 1st Year

One time I met a little magical leprechaun. He 
loved to do lots of magic. Oh! His name is Bob. 
Bob was very nice. But now I need to get some 
gold. But Bob will not give me any gold. What! 
You are not a  gold giver?  Well,  of  course not. 
You are a leprechaun!

By: Parker Livernois, 2nd Year

One day Fairy, a fairy, set up a leprechaun trap. 
She made a glittery box with gold and lots  of 
shiny  stuff.  The  next  day  she  caught  the 
leprechaun!  It  became  her  pet.  She  went 
everywhere with the leprechaun. Its name was 
Lucky.  But  one  day  Lucky  was  gone!  Fairy 
looked everywhere but then she saw a rainbow 
and  followed  it.  She  saw  Lucky!  They  lived 
happily ever after!

By: Rhea Iyer, 3rd Year 

It  all  started  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day.  The  little 
leprechaun woke up from his bed. His pillows 
were made of clouds and his blankets were made 
from  colorful  rainbow  strips.  His  name  was 
Lucky. Lucky was very happy because it was his 
birthday! Then, he left his house and went for a 
walk.  Suddenly,  he  remembered  it  was  the 
“Shamrock  Final-Mile”  race!  The  race  was  at 
8:15, and it was 8:00! “Ahhh!!!” he screamed. He 
ran with all his might to the Oceanfront. He ran 
and  jumped  over  people’s  heads  while  saying 
sorry  every  time.  When  he  got  there,  it  was 
8:08. There he saw his leprechaun buddy called 
Violet.  She  had  been  best  friends  with  Lucky 
since first grade. After the race started, at about 
half of the way through, a rainbow showed up in 
front  of  their  path.  Lucky  was  shocked! 
Suddenly,  he  jumped  on  it  with  Violet.  She 
gasped in surprise. They ran all the way over the 
rainbow. Along the way, they took a sip of ocean 
water and kept going until there was an “OOF!” 
from both of them. When they looked around 
they were in Ireland! They were so happy to be 
back  in  their  homeland  country.  Lucky  and 
Violet were there for the whole day and had lots 
of fun and even found a pot of gold!

By: Sylvana, 4th Year
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